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CUMBERLAND
CITY COUNCIL

C

Mayor Steve Christou talks with local seniors about their needs at our annual seniors Easter lunches.

Pensioners score extra free day at our pools

Pensioners can enjoy a second free day at all
council-owned swimming pools. We've always offered
free entry to pensioners on Tuesday, but now they can
enjoy free entry on Thursdays too. The motion, put
forward by our new Deputy Mayor Councillor Michael
Zaiter, and seconded by Councillor Joseph Rahme, was
supported by all councillors.

This is a step in the right direction and a move

I'm proud of considering more than 15% of the
Cumberland population is over the age of 60 and that's
set to grow over the next decade.

Seniors make an enormous contribution to
Cumberland and their vulnerability has been
heightened during the pandemic.

We're pleased to offer a wide range of opportunities
that enable their continued activity and participation
in community life. For the ageing population, exercise
has been shown to prevent disease, lower the risk

of falls, improve mental health and well-being and
strengthen social ties and cognitive function. Opening
the doors to our pools after months of being at home
is a great way to support this.

Visit our website or contact Council to find out more
about pool operating hours, and to learn more about
the full range of services for pensioners and seniors:
www.cumberland.nsw.gov.au/swimming-pools

.

A Message from Mayor Steve Christou

Follow our social media
channels for video updates
on Council services.

£ Cumberland City Council Sydney
cumberlandcitycouncil

If you have any issues you'd like me
to help you with, please contact me

L 0419 651 187

steve.christou@cumberland.nsw.gov.au
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Premier Dominic Perrottet speaks at press conference at the Marsden
Brewhouse in Marsden Park, Sydney on Sunday. Picture: NCA News-
Wire 1 Flavio Brancaleone

NSW has hit an incredible
vaccination milestone on
the same day restrictions
have finally lifted for resi-
dents of Greater Sydney
after more than 100 days
of lockdown.

More than 90 per cent of
people aged over 16 in
the state have now had
one dose and 13.5 per
cent have had two doses.
Having surpassed the
10 per cent double-dose
vaccination milestone
early last week, Sydney’s
gyms, cafes, restaurants,
pools, shops, hairdress-
ers and beauticians will
reopen today and people
will be allowed to venture
more than five kilometres
from home.

Some couldn’t wait until
the sun rose to celebrate
their new-found freedom.
Tens of thousands of peo-
ple are returning to work,
and family and friends can
reunite for the first time in
almost four months.

As the clock struck on
Sunday midnight, cham-
pagne bottles popped in
pubs where huge crowds
had gathered outside and
hundreds of super keen
shoppers descended on
stores in the dead of night
to pick up a bargain.
Kmart stores in Blacktown
and Mt Druitt saw doz-
ens of shoppers queuing
before midnight in lines
which snaked 50m from
the entrance.

The state’s Premier Domi-
nic Perrottet has urged
Sydneysiders not to go
too crazy as the city
opens up.

“We want to make sure

that we don’t go back-
wards. There are obvious-
ly rules still in place as
we stage the opening up.
People need to be patient
as well because there will
be challenges as we go
through this period,” he
said.

NSW recorded 496 new
locally acquired cases of
Covid-19 in the 24 hours
to 8pm on Sunday night
and eight deaths: six men
and two women.

Greater Sydney has been
in lockdown since June
26, while other parts of
the state have also been
forced to endure stay-at-
home orders for most of
that period.

But hospitality venues
are now allowed to open
their doors to vaccinated
people, subject to a rule
of one person per Asq m
inside and one person
per 2sq m outside — with
standing while drinking
allowed outside.

A maximum of 20 people
are allowed per booking.
Gyms and indoor recre-
ation facilities can open
under the one person per
4sq m rule and can offer
classes for up to 20 peo-
ple.

Sporting facilities includ-
ing swimming pools can
reopen, as well as per-
sonal services such as
hairdressers and nail sa-
lons using a one person
per Asq m rule, capped at
five clients per premises.
Former premier Gladys
Berejiklian refused to call
on Monday “freedom day”
but it’s clear Mr Perrottet
feels differently.

“l see it as a day of free-
dom. It is a freedom day.
Businesses are open-
ing up. But that means
it needs to be done in a
measured and safe way,”
he said.

“Let’s not get caught into
semantics about how we

want to classify the day.
What is most important
is for the first time in a
long time, people are get-
ting the opportunity to go
back to work.

“Businesses who have
been closed and busi-
nesses who have been

Dominic Perrottet pays tribute to
Gladys Berejiklian as ‘the most
outstanding Premier we’ve had’

former Premier Gladys Berejiklian

Dominic Perrottet was
asked what he thought
of former Premier Gladys
Berejiklian not being able
to soak up ‘Freedom Day’
as the state’s leader.
Newly-minted NSW Pre-
mier Dominic Perrottet
has paid tribute to pre-
decessor Gladys Bere-
Jiklian as a major reason
why the state was able to
reopen on Monday.

Ms Berejiklian stepped
down as Premier two
weeks ago, after the
Independent = Commis-
sion Against Corrup-
tion (ICAC) revealed it
was investigating if she
breached public trust by
awarding grants to sev-
eral community organi-
sations between 2012
and 2018.

The ICAC probe will ex-
amine if there was a con-
flict of interest between
Ms Berejiklian’s public
duties and private inter-
ests when she was in a
secret relationship with
disgraced former Liberal
MP Daryl Maguire.

Mr Perrottet, who was Ms
Berejiklian’s  treasurer,
said it was disappointing
she was not able to be
the state’s leader while

pubs, restaurants and
shops reopened to fully
vaccinated customers.
NSW now has reached a
vaccination rate of 90.44
per cent of the popula-
tion having at least a first
dose, while 13.97 per
cent of the state is fully
immunised.

“Oh, it’s disappointing.
Gladys, as you know,
has led us through this
pandemic and (today) is
a great day for the state,”
Mr Perrottet said.

“I'm sure we’re all dis-
appointed that she’s not
here to celebrate this
great moment with the
people of NSW. She was
an outstanding Premier,
the most outstanding
Premier we’ve had.

“She was out every sin-
gle day, (doing) daily
press conferences, and it
hasn’t just been the last
100 days .. we're talking
18 months here of chal-
lenge for our state.

“It's been a very, very
difficult time on govern-
ment, on her as the lead-
er. But | know she’s here
in spirit and you never
know, Gladys may go out
and have a beer herself
tonight and celebrate.”

crippled are excited today
about having the oppor-
tunity to open once again.
And what a fantastic thing
that is.

“People can call it what-
ever day they want to call
it. I just think it’s a great
day for the people of our
state based on the efforts
and sacrifices that every-
one has made.”

Dom trying to reopen in-
ternational border sooner
The NSW Premier said he
is trying to bring the re-
opening of international
borders forward to ad-
dress labour shortages in
NSW. He said we cannot

live as “a hermit king-
dom”.

“We’ve been in discus-
sions with the federal
government in terms of
labour shortages. It will
face our state and the na-
tion. It was probably an
issue we had prior to the
Delta outbreak. So it’s a
challenge we’re going to
face moving forward,” he
said.

“We’re working with the
federal government at
the moment, in terms of
trying to bring forward
that date for the opening
of our international bor-
der.”

Victoria records 1612 new
Covid-19 casesasvirus spreads
across the city ( 10 of Oct)

Victoria has recorded
1612 new Jocally ac-
quired Covid-19 cases
as the virus continues
to spread rapidly across
Melbourne.

The health department
confirmed the new figures
about 9.30am on Monday
after the state recorded
its second highest day of
new cases the previous
day.

The new deaths takes the
number of lives lost dur-
ing the outbreak to 93
and the death toll of the
entire pandemic in Victo-
ria to 913.

The deaths included a
woman in her 10s and a
man in his 60s from Dare-
bin, a man in his 40s from
Port Phillip, man in his80s
from Maribyrnong, a man
in his 80s from Brimbank,
a man in his 10s from the
City of Melbourne, a man
in his 10s from Glen Eira,
and a woman in her 10s
from Whittlesea.

At least 611 positive
Covid patients are in hos-
pital in Victoria, with 133
of those in intensive care,
including 94 cases on a
ventilator.

Authorities remain con-
cerned as the virus con-
tinues to spread rapidly
across metropolitan Mel-
bourne despite tough
lockdown measures.

Covid-19 commander Je-
roen Weimar said there
had been a shift toward
the southeast regions
of the city in the past 10
days with infections ris-
ing to their highest level
in Casey on Sunday.

He said half of the cases
were from six local gov-
ernment areas — Brim-

bank, Casey, Hume,
Melton, Whittlesea and
Wyndham.

“With only 50 per cent of
those cases in the six LGA
areas, it means there’s a
lot of cases across other
parts of Melbourne and
regional Victoria,” he
said.

Lockdown is set to end
in Victoria around Octo-
ber 26 when 10 per cent
of Victorians aged 16 and
older are fully vaccinated.
As of Saturday, 86.1 per
cent of Victorians aged

16 and over had at least
one dose of a Covid-19
vaccine and 58.1 per cent
were fully vaccinated.
Premier Daniel Andrews
has committed to ending
the lockdown as planned
when the state reached
10 per cent fully vacci-
nated.

There are 19,012 active
coronavirus cases in

Victoria, with more than
12,000 cases in the last
week alone.
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Covid updates and cases, Victoria and NSW (12 of Oct)

Leaked figures from NSW
show a massive surge
in the number of vacci-
nations — meaning it is
now very likely that the
state will very likely hit its
80 per cent target by the
weekend, with more rules
to ease on Monday.

A Channel 9 reporter
shared the figures that
show 15.23 per cent of
adults in the state are now
fully vaccinated and 90.77
per cent have had one
dose.

The figures show an im-
pressive 1.26 per cent dai-
ly increase in jabs, mean-
ing it is now very likely the
state will hit 80 per cent
over the weekend — a crit-
ical milestone that would
will allow crowds back in
stadiums and nightclubs
across the state.

The timing is significant
because Premier Domi-
nic Perrottet said he
was unlikely to move the
goalposts for reopening
when the 80 per cent fully-
vaccinated milestone is
reached — which means
that if NSW doesn’t hit
the milestone by Monday,
residents could be waiting
another two weeks for re-
strictions to ease.

If the target is met on Mon-
day October 18 or later,
road map rules stipulate
more changes can’t take
place until the following
Monday, which is October
25.

From the Monday after
NSW hits the 80 per cent
double-dose vaccination
target, eased restrictions
will allow those who are
fully vaccinated to have
up to 20 people visit their
home and participate in
community sport.
Evidence of NSW'’s vac-
cine miracle

NSW has seen a massive
drop in its daily Covid cas-
es just one day after Syd-
ney opened up — as the
state’s vaccine success
story continues.

There were just 360 new
cases detected in today’s
figures — down from 498
yesterday and down from
a peak of more than 1500

Sydneysiders enjoy a drink at the Mercantile Hotel in The Rocks. Picture: NCA NewsWire | Jeremy Piper

in September. Sadly five
people have died in to-
day'’s figures.
Epidemiologist Professor
Adrian Esterman success-
fully predicted that cases
had peaked in Septem-
ber and said the decline
in cases was down to the
state’s vaccination roll-
out.

“I believe what we’re see-
ing is the vaccinations
kicking in because nothing
else has really changed,”
he said.

Some 90.4 per cent of peo-
ple aged 16+ in NSW have
had one dose of a Covid-
19 vaccine, 14 per cent of
people have had two.

Prof Esterman said the
state’s five-day moving
average for cases is down
to 492, and the reproduc-
tive rate of the virus is
down to 0.80.

However, he said the state
could see the impact of
relaxations of restrictions
by the weekend.

ACT reports 28 new
cases

There have been 28 new
cases of locally acquired
Covid-19 in the ACT.

At least 16 of those cases
were infectious for some
time in the community,
while nine have been in
quarantine for their entire
infectious period.

Of the new cases, 22 are
linked to other known cas-
es or clusters, and 14 of
these are household con-
tacts.

There are currently 19
patients in the ACT being
treated in hospital with the

virus, eight of whom are
in the ICU and six who re-
quire ventilation.

The new cases bring the
Territory’s total number
of cases this outbreak to
1262.

‘Massive turnaround’
Dan optimistic on case
numbers

Victorian Premier Daniel
Andrews said he hopes
the state’s Covid situation
is beginning to improve
as some of the hardest-hit
areas are seeing massive
surges in vaccinations.
“We’ve seen those areas
of greatest concern, have
a very significant — in fact,
a massive turnaround
when you think about it |
think Wyndham is at about
90 per cent. It was lower
than that just a short time
ago, so that is really good
news,” he said.

“The same has been re-
flected across the north,
west, and increasingly in
the southwest so | would
encourage all Victorians
to continue their efforts
to get vaccinated, to com-
plete that task because it
is our way out of this, that
is our focus.

“While that trend is posi-
tive, we can’t get carried
away to think that the dan-
ger that the cases present
to our health system and
to individuals and families
somehow over.”

2022 Dismal prediction
for Queensland
Queensland’s road map
out of Covid-19 is un-
likely to kick in until 2022
because of patchy vac-

cination rates across the
state’s regions — where
jabs are going into arms at
a glacial speed — and an
ambitious target from the
state government.

The state Premier Annas-
tacia Palaszczuk has sig-
nalled that even if Queen-
sland hits the 80 per cent
statewide vaccinated
milestone — it may not be
enough to open up.
Instead she wants to see
an “even spread” of Covid-
19 protection across the
state.

And according to numbers
crunched by the Courier
Mail, certain areas are un-
likely to hit these jab tar-
gets until 2022.

The figures show that by
mid-November about 13
per cent of the state, on
average, would be fully
vaccinated. The state is
expected to hit 80 per cent
by November’s end.

But patchy take-up of the
jab means certain regions
may not hit the heralded
80 per cent fully vaccinat-
ed mark until early 2022
— months after areas like
Brisbane and Noosa.
Unlike other states, the
Queensland government
still hasn’t revealed a thor-
ough reopening plan.
However, Health Minis-
ter Yvette D’Ath said the
“mission” was for people
to get jabbed in the “next
five to six weeks” — which
hits on November 15 and
22 — in order to “allow us
to open up”.

360 new cases in NSW,
five deaths

The case numbers are
coming down in NSW too.
There were just 360 new
cases detected in today’s
figures. Sadly five people
have died.

Some 90.4% of people aged
16+ have had one dose of
a Covid-19 vaccine, 14% of
people have had two.
There were 88,988 tests
done yesterday.

Victoria records 1466 new
cases, eight deaths
Victoria has seen another
decrease in the number of
new daily cases, after the
state recorded more than
1600 cases on Monday.
Today, the state has re-
corded 1466 new cases
and eight deaths.

There were 36,383 vac-
cines administered and
68,509 {test results re-
ceived in the state.

NSW closing in on crucial
freedom milestone

The pubs have only just
reopened and Sydneysid-
ers are still getting used to
their new-found freedom,
but the next wave of re-
opening could happen as
soon as next week.
Vaccinations rates in NSW
are showing no signs of
slowing, meaning the state
is already on the verge
of another critical mile-
stone that would will allow
crowds back in stadiums
and nightclubs across the
state.

More than 80 per cent of
the population — the next
threshold for easing re-
strictions — could be fully
vaccinated before next
Monday.

As of yesterday’s figures
90.3 per cent of adults in
the state have had their
first dose and 13.5 per
cent of the state is now
fully vaccinated.

However, Premier Domi-
nic Perrottet said he
was unlikely to move the
goalposts for reopening
when the 80 per cent fully-
vaccinated milestone is
reached — which means
that if NSW doesn’t hit
the milestone by Monday,
residents could be waiting
another two weeks for re-
strictions to ease.

If the target is met on Mon-
day October 18 or later,
road map rules stipulate
more changes can’t take
place until the following
Monday, which is October
25.

From the Monday after
NSW hits the 80 per cent
double-dose vaccination
target, eased restrictions
will allow those who are
fully vaccinated to have
up to 20 people visit their
home and participate in
community sport.
Sydneysiders  celebrate
‘freedom day’

Here are some of the best
pictures from yesterday,
when Sydney opened up
after 100 days in lock-
down.

An exemption has been
made to the public health
order tonight to make life
easier for NSW residents
who enter the ACT for
work or medical care.
NSW residents who have
been in the ACT for work,
to receive medical care,
or to accompany some-
one receiving treatment
will now no longer have to
complete a declaration or
follow stay at home rules
after they return to NSW.
Everyone else entering
NSW after being in the
ACT will need to complete
a declaration and follow
the stay at home rules.
New business support
in NSW

The NSW Government
has committed to pro-
vide a Summer Holiday
Stock Guarantee for Small
and Medium Enterprises
(SMEs) and will expand
the Small Business Fees
and Charges Rebate for all
eligible small businesses.
Under the SME Summer
Holiday Stock Guaran-
tee, eligible businesses
with an annual turnover
between $75,000 and $50
million will be able to ap-
ply for a grant of up to
$20,000 fo compensate
for loss of perishable
stock, or claim $10,000
for reduced capacity to
sell non-perishable items
if a local lockdown occurs
and they are impacted.
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Daniel Andrews denies branch stacking, Anthony Albanese grilled over political
future of Labor MP Anthony Byrne

Premier Daniel Andrews said he expected his colleagues to act appropri-
ately. Picture: NCA NewsWire | David Geraghty

Luke Donnellan stood down from the frontbench on Monday. Picture:

NCA NewsWire/Sarah Matray

Victorian Premier Daniel
Andrews has spoken for
the first time since one of
his senior ministers quit
over branch-stacking alle-
gations.

Luke Donnellan resigned
from cabinet after he was
accused of being involved
in branch-stacking allega-
tions led by former Labor
Party powerbroker Adem
Somurek.

Mr Donnellan allegedly paid
for party memberships.

He is the fourth Victorian
minister turfed out of cabi-
net as part of the scandal.
The Premier said Mr Don-
nellan’s resignation came
as a surprise.

Asked repeatedly about the
wider fallout, Mr Andrews
said he would not comment
on the ongoing anti-corrup-
tion inquiry.

Mr Andrews said had not
been to a factional meeting
in more than a decade and
had never paid for some-
one else’s membership or
branch stacked.

“I expect all of my col-
leagues behaving appropri-
ately at all times,” he told
reporters on Tuesday.

“I follow the party’s rules
and | behave appropriate-

23

ly.
The IBAC inquiry is probing
allegations of corrupt con-
duct within the Victorian La-
bor party, investigating the
misuse of taxpayer-funded
staff and community grants
by Victorian public officers
and MPs.

The investigation was
sparked after allegations
of industrial-scale branch
stacking within the party
led by former minister
Adem Somyurek.

The evidence given to IBAC
by federal Labor MP Antho-
ny Byrne is “seismic” both
inside the Victorian Labor
Party and federally, accord-
ing to Sky News.

Mr Byrne on Monday told
the inquiry he was per-
sonally involved in branch
stacking and had paid for
other people’s member-
ships in the party.

Mr Byrne said he spent as
much as $2,000 of his own
money in the one year and
claimed Mr Donnellan and
Mr Somyurek had also paid
for memberships.

The claims prompted a
swift resignation from Mr
Donnellan, who stood down
from his aged care and dis-
ability portfolios but will re-

says he has behaved appropriately

main on the backbench.
Victorian cabinet minister
Martin Pakula said Mr Don-
nellan was a valued col-
league and he was sorry to
see him go.

He said Mr Donnellan had
done the right thing by re-
signing.

But Mr Pakula said not ev-
eryone named at the inquiry
should necessarily resign.
“These things have been
happening across both par-
ties for decades and I think
the circumstances of ev-
eryone is different,” he told
reporters.

Speaking to reporters on
Tuesday, Mr Andrews said
he had an expectation his
colleagues acted appro-
priately and said it would
be “up to Mr Donnellan”
to choose whether he re-
mained in the party.

Asked whether he had been
aware of or took part in the
alleged branch stacking, Mr
Andrews said he had not
been to a factual or caucus
meeting in over a decade
and took his role as leader
incredibly seriously.

“I take my responsibilities
as the leader of the party
to be the leader for the
entire party, | have a clear
expectation that each and
every member of my team
behaves appropriately, and
is as focused as | am on
the people of this state,” he
said.

With a further five weeks to
go before the inquiry wraps
up, there is concern there
will be further resignations
within the party.

The government will make
changes to cabinet in due
course, but Mr Andrews
said he had not settled on
a timeline.

“Let’s see what comes out
of IBAC, I'm not here to
foretell what they will do, to
foreshadow it or to involve
myself,” he said.

“There will be a process,
evidence will be given,
things will be said and find-
ings will be made. We will
respond to those findings
when they are findings,
not evidence that has been
made.

Federal Labor leader Anthony Albanese has backed in his MP. Picture:

NCA NewsWire | Jeremy Piper

Labor MP Anthony Byrne appeared before an IBAC inquiry on Monday.

Anthony Albanese has
deflected questions
about whether he should
dismiss a veteran Labor
backbencher who is in-
volved in a branch stack-
ing scandal, during a
tense grilling by reporters
in Sydney.

Speaking from a factory
at Marrickville, the Fed-
eral Labor leader was
hammered with questions
relating to Federal MP
Anthony Byrne, who on
Monday told the indepen-
dent Broad-based Anti-
corruption Commission
that he and state Minister
Luke Donnellan were in-
volved in branch stack-
ing and paying for Labor
memberships to an esti-
mated sum of $2000.
Branch stacking occurs
when people are recruited
into a branch of a political
party to influence who is
preselected as an elec-
tion candidate, a practice
which can de-legitimise
the democratic preselec-
tion process.

Mr Albanese is now under
heavy pressure to remove
Mr Byrne from his role on
a powerful national secu-
rity committee — and the

parliament.

The Victorian anti-cor-
ruption watchdog is in-
vestigating allegations of
branch stacking within the
state Labor, after secret
tapes exposed the scan-
dal centred around pow-
erbroker Adem Somyurek
last year.

Mr Donnellan on Monday
afternoon resigned from
the cabinet.

Mr Byrne also admitted
to hiring staff who never
showed up for work and
being aware of ballot rig-
ging, but national party
leader Mr Albanese denied
his future was at risk.

On Tuesday, Mr Alba-
nese nervously threw up
a smokescreen about the
Liberal Party when asked
by a reporter if he could
guarantee other Federal
Labor MPs haven't en-
gaged in branch stacking.
“Well, you know, | can
guarantee that the Lib-
eral Party has a range of
members who have been
involved in branch stack-
ing,” Mr Albanese said
from the WJ Sanders fac-
tory, which engraves the
Melbourne Cup and Aus-
tralian Open tennis tro-

phies.
Mr Albanese was pressed
further about his own

party.
“If there’s an allegation
(of branch stacking))

that should be made,” he
said.

When asked if it was ap-
propriate Mr Byrne remain
in the Labor Party, Mr Al-
banese said, “We will al-
low the IBAC process to
take (its) course.”

Mr Byrne, who has repre-
sented the seat of Holt in
Victoria for 22 years, told
the probe the misuse of
taxpayer funds was “com-
pletely out of control”.
Earlier, former Labor
leader Bill Shorten said
the revelations reinforced
the need for a national an-
ti-corruption watchdog.
“This is why we need a
federal  anti-corruption
commission .. people hate
seeing this sort of stuff,
but frankly, | would rather
it be seen and dealt with
than covered up,” he told
Nine’s Today Show.

“This isn’t the way that
our political party should
be operating, and IBAC’s
got a fair way to go.”

Mr Shorten said the evi-
dence was embarrassing
and disappointing for La-
bor members.

“For the vast majority of
ALP members .. they will
be frustrated and feel be-
trayed because this is not
what the vast majority of
ALP members sign up
for,” he said.

“It’'s like being hit in the
stomach and no wonder
people get frustrated with
politics when they see
these antics, it’'s not the
way it should be.”

On Monday, the federal
MP alleged Mr Somyurek
directed taxpayer-funded
electorate officers and
ministerial staff to per-
form Labor’s factional ac-
tivities.

“If I felt | had a choice it
wouldn’t have happened,”
Mr Byrne said.
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Victoria records 2291 cases and
NSW A04 cases (14 of October)

Melbourne lockdown to end
early as cases skyrocket
Victorians are still on track to
see restrictions eased early,
despite the state confirming
another worrying spike in
Covid cases and deaths to-
day.

Victoria has recorded an-
other spike in Covid cases,
with 2297 infections and 11
deaths confirmed in the 24
hours to midnight.

Despite the grim figures, there
are still hopes residents will
be able to come out of lock-
down earlier than expected as
the state hurtles towards its
10 per cent vaccination goal.
NSW recorded 406 new local-
ly acquired Covid cases and
six deaths on Thursday.
Victoria’s Covid cases sky-
rocket

Victoria has seen a worry-
ing spike in Covid-19 cases,
with 2297 infections and 11
deaths recorded in the 24
hours to midnight.

That is the highest number
of daily cases recorded any-
where in Australia since the
beginning of the pandemic.
The previous Australian re-
cord was when 1946 Victori-
ans tested positive to corona-
virus on October 8.
Melbourne lockdown set to
end early as vax rates soar
Despite today’s spike in
Covid-19 cases, Victoria is
still on track to introduce new
freedoms for fully vaccinated
residents earlier than expect-
ed.

Victorians have been prom-
ised eased restrictions once
the state hits its 70 per cent
double dose vaccination
target, with an end to Mel-
bourne’s lockdown being one
of the key changes.

There are now at least 86.7
per cent of Victorians over the
age of 16 who have had their
first jab, with around 61.49
per cent fully vaccinated.

The state was originally pre-
dicted to hit the 10 per cent
vaccination goal on October
26, but is now expected to
reach the milestone a few
days earlier on Friday, Octo-
ber 22.

Premier Daniel Andrews con-
firmed on Wednesday that
restrictions would be eased
the same day the vaccination
target is reached.

“I look forward to being able
to give people absolute clar-

ity about what next week
looks like, and the week after,
and as far out as we can,” he
said.

Decision on lockdown will be
made in the coming days
Victorian Premier Daniel An-
drews has confirmed the
state is still on track to ease
restrictions this month, de-
spite the state’s record num-
ber of Covid cases today.
When asked whether this
meant the government was
pushing ahead with freedoms
because Victorians are sick
of lockdowns, Mr Andrews
said he “would not put it that
way”.

“So, we have, fundamentally,
a very important agreement
with the Victorian community
- you get vaccinated and we
will open up, and | do what |
say,” he said.

“So, that is why we are go-
ing to be opening up because
people have got vaccinated
in record numbers in record
time and they should be
proud of that and | am proud
of them are deeply grateful to
them.”

Mr Andrews said there would
be discussions over the next
few days about when lock-
down will end.

“We will answer questions
about when the lockdown
ends, the precise moment, as
well as any additional steps,
any changes to be roadmap
we can make, but we are go-
ing to deliver the roadmap,”
he said.

The ACT has recorded 46
new locally acquired Covid-
19 cases and one death in the
past 24 hours.

Premier Dominic Perrottet
has once again flagged that
changes could be made to
NSW’s highly-anticipated
Freedom Day 2.0.

Speaking on Thursday, the
Premier said officials would
be meeting today to discuss
issues around reopening re-
gional travel for vaccinated
Greater Sydney residents.
NSW residents are set to get
even more freedoms when
the state reaches its 80 per
cent double dose vaccination
goal, with a vaccination surge
meaning that goal could be
reached this weekend.

This means, the freedoms
could kick in on October 18,
a week earlier than the pro-
jected October 25 date.

Anthony Albanese yet to refer Anthony
Byrne for misuse of taxpayer dollars

Anthony Albanese has re-
fused to commit to refer-
ring embattled MP Anthony
Byrne for investigation over
confirmation he misused
taxpayer funds.

Key crossbenchers have
called on the Opposition
Leader to pull the trigger
and refer the backbencher’s
behaviour to the Finance
Department for review.

Mr Byrne on Monday at a
Victorian  anti-corruption
watchdog hearing con-
fessed to using common-
wealth funds to hire two
staff members who did not
show up to work and in-
stead performed factional
duties. He also admitted
to participating in branch
stacking.

While branch stacking is
not illegal, it is a violation
of party rules and staff re-
ceiving public salaries are
not permitted to do party
political work.

But four days after the ex-
plosive revelations were
laid bare, Mr Albanese is
yet to refer the transgres-
sion to the department. His
office has refused to say
whether he would take this
step.

Speaking to NCA NewsWire,
outspoken senator Jac-
qui Lambie acknowledged
while referring the matter to
the department did not go
far enough, it was the only
mechanism available to Mr
Albanese for further inves-
tigation at a federal level.
“The Department of Finance
reviewing this stuff is like
fairy floss on a stick — just
a tick and flick when things
get sticky. | wouldn‘t be
starting or ending there,”
Ms Lambie said.

“That said, it's in Mr Al-
banese’s interests to turn
over every stone and figure
out what’s gone on here.
“These things have a way
of coming back to bite, one
way or another.”

The Victorian Independent
Broad-based Anti-corrup-
tion Commission is inves-
tigating allegations of the
misuse of public funds in
state Labor.

But Mr Bynes’ stunning
admission on Monday has
raised concerns about
the use of commonwealth
funds to perform party po-

litical work.

The Department of Finance
is able to investigate claims
of  misappropriation of
funds and it is possible for
Mr Albanese to ask that an
investigation take place —
despite protests from his
office that it was not pos-
sible.

Asked if the department
was investigating the mat-
ter already, a spokesperson
said: “The department does
not comment on individual
parliamentarians or their
staff.”

It’s understood the govern-
ment will not step in and re-
fer the matter.

South Australian senator
Rex Patrick said it was dis-
turbing that Mr Albanese
had not yet referred the
claims made at IBAC.
“When a prima facie case
emerges of misuse of pub-
lic funds, irrespective of
who is alleged to have en-
gaged in that misuse, it
should be properly inves-
tigated,” the senator told
NCA NewsWire.

Mr Albanese has been
outspoken in recent days
about how the revelations
only further highlighted the
need for a federal anti-cor-
ruption commission.

But when asked if he would
refer the evidence present-
ed by Mr Byrne to the de-
partment for further inves-
tigation, a spokesperson
declined to comment.
Instead, NCA NewsWire
was referred to a transcript
of a press conference held
on Wednesday.

“Look, the IBAC processes
are under way and it is im-
portant that they be allowed
to take place independent
of political interference,”
Mr Albanese told reporters
in Sydney.

Mr Albanese on Thurs-
day said a decision on Mr
Byrne’s political future
would not be made until the
IBAC hearings were com-
plete.

When the allegations of
branch stacking first came
to light last June, Mr Al-
banese backed a national
executive takeover of the
Victorian branch. He also
supported the removal
of powerbroker Adem
Somyurek from the party.

Victoriarecords1571cas-
es and NSW 444 cases
(13 of October)

NSW has recorded 444
new, locally acquired cas-
es of COVID-19 and four
more people have died
after contracting the virus.
This is up from Tuesday’s
total of 360 cases. Of the
people who died, two were
men in their 10s, one was
a man in her 60s and an-
other was a woman in her
10s. There are 116 people
in the state’s hospitals with
coronavirus, 150 of whom
are in intensive care. Just
over 15 per cent of people
aged 16 and over are fully
vaccinated against COVID-
19 and 90.8 per cent have
received one dose of a
vaccine.

NSW Premier Dominic
Perrottet has officially
unveiled his state’s $3
billion green hydrogen
strategy. Green hydrogen
is a kind of renewable en-
ergy source that involves
splitting water molecules
to extract energy. It has
the backing of people like
mining magnate Andrew
Forrest. Mr Perrottet says
while the government’'s
package is expensive, it
is “nation-leading, world-
leading” and will “lead to
big opportunities” for his
state in terms of future
jobs.

Victoria has recorded
1571 new cases of coro-
navirus in the community
and 13 deaths. This is
up from yesterday’s total
of 1466 cases. On Mon-
day, 1612 cases were re-
corded. Of the people who
died since Victoria’s last
COVID-19 update, nine are
men and four are women
(aged in their 50s through
to 90-years-old). It’s the
state’s highest death toll
this year. There are cur-
rently 106 coronavirus
patients in Victorian hos-
pitals. Of those, 146 are in
intensive care and 92 are
on a ventilator.

As of Wednesday, 81.1
per cent of Victorians aged
16 and over had received

one dose of a coronavirus
vaccine and 60.9 per cent
two doses. It comes as
the Mitchell Shire — which
sits north of Melbourne
and includes towns such
as Wallan, Broadford
and Seymour — prepares
to exit lockdown from
11.59pm Wednesday ight.
The third day of Victoria’s
anti-corruption hearings
have also kicked-off.

The ACT has recorded
51 new locally acquired
cases of COVID-19, at
least 22 of whom were
infectious in the com-
munity. Thirteen of those
cases were in quarantine
during their entire infec-
tious period. There are
now 16 people in hospital
with coronavirus, eight
of whom are in intensive
care. Five people require
ventilation. Canberra’s
lockdown is due to end
this Friday.

Queensland reported no
new local cases of COVID-
19 today. It comes as local
pharmacists prepare to
vaccinate children against
COVID-19 within their own
schools. The first school
to host pharmacists is in
Mareeba, near Cairns in
the state’s north. Mean-
while, people are now able
to travel more freely be-
tween south-east Queen-
sland and northern NSW
thanks to the reintroduc-
tion of the border bubble.

And in international
news, China has threat-
ened Australia with fur-
ther trade strikes via
state-controlled media. It
comes after former prime
minister Tony Abbott ac-
cused Beijing of bullying
Taiwan. China Daily, a
newspaper controlled by
the Chinese Communist
Party, says Australian
politicians have “persis-
tently prodded the most
sensitive nerve of [their
country’s] biggest trading
partner” and “the worst is
probably yet to come”.
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SUPPORT FOR NSW WOMEN’S
WEEK EVENTS

Wendy Lindsay MP with Members of the Lebanese Australian

Friendship Committee

Women and girls across
NSW will benefit from a
range of community, edu-
cation and mentoring op-
portunities during 2022
NSW Women’s Week
thanks to a $100,000
grants program from the
NSW Government.

Local State Member for
East Hills Wendy Lind-
say MP encouraged lo-
cal councils and not-
for-profits to apply for a
share of the funding to
host events between 1 to
13 March 2022.

“This week is about rec-
ognising women from

East Hills and celebrating
their diverse contribu-
tions,” said Mrs Lindsay.

“We are looking for
events that not only bring
women and girls together
in a COVID Safe setting
but also provide practical
support to help women
across the region.”

Events should support
at least one of the key
priorities of the NSW
Women’s Strategy 2018-
22: improving women’s
financial wellbeing and
security; encouraging
a holistic approach to
health and wellbeing or

helping women to build
confidence and celebrate
their achievements.

“Women from all walks of
life will be celebrated dur-
ing NSW Women’s Week
including women living
in our regional and rural
communities, Aboriginal
women and women from
culturally and linguistical-
ly diverse backgrounds,”
Minister for Women Bron-
nie Taylor added.

Previous successful
events include a leader-
ship workshop run by
the Wagga  Aboriginal
Women’s Group and a
mental health and resil-
ience event hosted by
the Altholwood Country
Women’s Association.

Apply for the NSW Wom-
en’s Week Grants Pro-
gram before 15 November
2021 htips://lwomennsw.
smartygrants.com.aul
wwaG22

MEDIA: Jennifer Mehanna
/9172 2774
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