OSSN Y

oy Juaddl o
ockasdly 6 !

oabai>¥lg
!
el e

0412 224 604

e-mail: info@meherald.com.au

www.meherald.com.au/myherald

the middie east

nA

’Established 1996

i g "

Editor in Chief: Antonios Bourizk

LD

6
24
Pages

$2 00

Serving the Arabic and Middle Eastern Communities in Australia since 1996

Cot J=S o

Sydney: POBox 422, Guildford NSW 2161, Tel:(02) 9788 0313

Melbourne: 10 Kurai Ave, Reservoir, VIC 3073

Saturday 25 February 2023, Issue No.1102

Follow us on n; The Middle East Herald

VY duadl - Y YY el YO Sl

Aeiliad!| dlabud| et g Gllalua| b Sukue Hos logeylpd 3o a2 | AL Solgng (rilies o (oo ¥ shiad pudins
it bt Gl Y plat) sy s o (L pged G Bl g S ¥ ciniay
Ly ddiindig B ol Sl B e OS2 ol oy gl () )
(el e 0 9 I 19 J19a] i) @1 32 kg2 (L ylo Ak bng o Dt
(o O il | Bl et | e A Y ot S8 ot 1 ¢ Jght D9 .. 319 09

digdi ol Aol
Lblgdue culdloy dgall
5150l b ghS (g0
U5 3 illes it hg by
sgis Jlsh dpole g
Blaiayl pas ¢udl o0
cesll e bLoal
ol pandi Gill ia VI
jaailly gl il
V1 ol ol daiill

ol Bpas bl
alida dalloal 89
hhiy  ljdly  aleadll
dalea Bl 5 5igall
pacg lagll alill (Ll
Sl ALY kel ayl Sl
s el as 24y

8,lal ™ & all
6)5)4” & pasll slad
Jleadly sealiilly

L X R A 4

Ot L9 p2t

vy Z<<53LU‘>>

Lo S ol (oF) ol ‘dundild | il

A Tt Ll Sol )
Ll iy gaaill Gl
oy glul dalj B
Jra» gag b &ladll
cp dbaye pleall ad
VY sl e deddll

Jlods dalal glell ;a1 Si
ot (glill)  GaalhYl
Ay Jga Gl f piilgie
«gilidl» gl Jlods
oo igias cadiiwl a8
Lporbuwil Eiebaall 85148

Silial| ala A 82 93 (6] 91 Jo2 ) padeds
Newtown &wla 5 juichuws as (LB sy
R g.ul.v - JalS alga
0405 133 690 : Jua=idd

&

¢

gl ccdllaell algy»
LA o s9len
b pas wiliagy dodw
lameg cagpu culdae (A
@oda G dlagg
Glo¥l Gl duals
ol ikl gladl (2
acgs ¢Jaall HIAT V1V pgs
Gpadl Gulag cliaclyg
doglall rasdag 555 0l
Oneagall 598 A canal
Glaall dags  dsilall

(<Gymgy» &llSg L-.A\Aj
pledl | P ob
Ggm P Al
G (gala s uaLall
ol Bpan Sk e
b, afiBlg dodw AL,
obyls discluasy dadbs
0pby 0 U8y b
oAt pila Gl
Gy pudidly Jlssl

CRIFY G
P JB zea o50m
dodus (AL plid B jens

p2la dadeiall . 8 . A gl Suas JUWA
caldgal] AL L) I M}y Dagala Ly Gealall sley]
Ealill Loy il Mo pals @Sodly palsandl 130 » Glidr (oA s bindl . sShass ki3 123 s s Ll iende
Wl ableil et : ) ) daguaiall  dagaall ol
il clwaigll  sgu -S)liasy  dedw G LI gl dagihs GlAl Olé.l.oii.s'sc«‘g_....\.m» |
Alad slad] b jeadly  solae i3S dly dliay o b ALZYl plell  sLAE Aoyl b ANl ail ] 6)La¥l axig
P sAAl dadll degarag «ganiacdllai  hee dale dualdll Hlid  wlaly dligd LGl Gl g culy

o - & £ e w o e ¥ & o

I3 (2 130 o1 e ¥ i et X

28] B ae M%j 1 AS A ybetttnis ¥ | RS b et 19 (S
Lug) e o wlipas dey> O 1S58 dlS Luag)  abbully 51 ouusdll Goma )l daaigll  oled
(1a2)  Ealoglis jolaas cuilel | cily Gl @dBgr nall  ES,00Y1 «lLanadl oall da )il el

alivl Jgo Gle Gueing
YV lgaae &Ll 19,991
ole gladl @lg ol

clldy eubgdall  Lajh
J8, latlgs 51 jaleaall
cilelie]  cuun  daall

\ 7 ol e Al

Jgs Gl «Grug)y» syl
n8il agyeYl alxiyl
(omaadll dg‘lﬂ ’Wi
U | -V - B KREWY
ciliglall (o daan daja
ole Lowa bl b il
Slo¥l s Rl (A Ly,
G G Swall sl
dnoall Jxi Gilly Ll S

AUTHENTIC
LEBANESE BREAKFAST

.

llSilly anualy felbmadly ol pulliia - pullad - (s e - il
ghall ¢ phudlio . Cibiad! lual yilug shadd| ae zlrudly ausdly
elgil oo pally linad| Acliaa galuald
Eommdl b alyl V i
st 0 JI - Lol 0 JI 0

2/ 165 - 167 Wattle Street, Mt Lewis NSW - : 9791 1321
M: 0414 22 55 77 Email: tony.mtlewispizzeria@gmail.com
Check out our Prices on our Page on Facebook Mount Lewis Pizzeria

Sillla (s

=Xy

Slaolal! dals

O gd Sadgle B3I
Dol 19 Ot @onded 9 Sailinadd

03%glg WMy mska 5 ylak

(PPIPY

EATIN OR TAKE AWAY
J

Galul peall aygs Yl paal ¢y g il
V1 il ol il Omadl auyei Joa J9¥l pual ¢ g &ilg

Qlﬁ-\éﬁﬁ \O\},TA PA\/LgS/r
0:..“' L X3 | 0“'0 LR ‘?

Sl oSl \\]]P u
lsg )i (54

oSkelg wiilsdly o) o

- 6\4 N| 3

Sl el Ning seR

o ol 0424524164 : Juai¥| iusilons sl

SERVICING SYDNEY

VP Professional Cleaning Service offers professional affordable
cleaning services for office, workplace, and home unit cleaning.

Extensive experience. No job too big or too small. You will not be
disappointed. For a free quote feel free to call Ph: 0424524164
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CONTRACT AWARDED FOR HEN-
RY LAWSON DRIVE UPGRADE

State Member for East Hills Wendy Lindsay, Minister for Roads
Natalie Ward and the crew from Quickway Constructions

A major upgrade of Henry
Lawson Drive is moving
ahead with a contractor
secured to deliver Stage
1A of the $144 million
project

State Member for East
Hills Wendy Lindsay said
Transport for NSW would
partner with Quickway
Construction Pty Ltd to
complete the upgrade.
“The Liberal National Gov-
ernment is ensuring Henry
Lawson Drive is equipped
to meet growing demand
for decades to come,” Ms
Lindsay said.

“The entire project will cov-
er a 1.5 kilometre length of
Henry Lawson Drive be-

tween the M5 South West-
ern Motorway at Milperra
and Hume Highway at Vil-
lawood to improve traffic
flow along this busy cor-
ridor.”

“We expect major work to
begin in early 2023 and
the NSW Government will
keep the community in-
formed as the project pro-
gresses.”

Ms Lindsay and the Min-
ister for Roads Natalie
Ward met the crew from
Quickway Constructions
on Tuesday the 31st of
January.

Stage 1A will see the up-
grade at Henry Lawson
Drive | Milperra Road /|

Newbridge Road intersec-
tion and widening of Henry
Lawson Drive to two lanes
in each direction between
Tower Road at Bankstown
Aerodrome and Auld Av-
enue at Milperra.

Drivers will also benefit
from an upgraded left turn
for motorists turning left
from Newbridge Road into
Henry Lawson Drive and
longer dual right turn lanes
for motorists turning right
from Henry Lawson Drive
into Newbridge Road.
Transport for NSW will up-
grade the intersection of
Henry Lawson Drive and
Tower Road to include a
dual right turn from Henry
Lawson Drive onto Tower
Road, while investigations
are continuing into access
options to Auld Avenue
from Henry Lawson Drive.
The community can con-
tact the project team at
henrylawsondrive@trans-
portnsw.gov.au and on
1800 684 490.

FLOOD AND FIRE ALERTS NOW AT THE FIN-
GERTIPS OF EAST HILLS RESIDENTS

The East Hills community
can now receive the latest
flood and fire warnings in
the palm of their hands,
with the launch of the
NSW Liberal and Nation-
als Government’s Hazards
Near Me app.

State Member for East
Hills Wendy Lindsay said
the NSW Rural Fire Ser-
vice (RFS) Fires Near
Me app, which is used
by more than four mil-
lion people, has been ex-
panded and rebranded to
include flood alerts from
the NSW State Emergency
Service (SES).

“Residents in East Hills
have faced a range of
floods and fires in the
past few years which is
why this app will help ev-
eryone to make safe deci-
sions for themselves and
their families,” Ms Lind-
say said.

“Having access to the
latest information in an
emergency situation can

quite literally save lives.
“The Hazards Near Me
app will provide reliable
and timely information
directly from the SES and
RFS to help people stay
safe during floods and
fires.”

Minister for Customer
Service and Digital Gov-
ernment Victor Dominello
said the app has been
jointly developed by the
Department of Customer
Service, SES and RFS.
“For more than a decade,
the NSW community has
used Fires Near Me for
bush fire information, and
with nearly three million
downloads during the
2019-20 bush fire sea-
son, it’s a trusted source
for fire information and
warnings. I'm excited that
app users will see addi-
tional features roll out in
the future,” Mr Dominello
said.

Minister for Emergency
Services and Resilience

and Minister for Flood
Recovery Steph Cooke
said empowering people
with information is key to
improving emergency re-
sponses.

“The independent Flood
Inquiry identified the
need for a single source
of advice that can provide
warnings for different
types of hazards, and this
app delivers on our com-
mitment,” Ms Cooke said.
The NSW Government has
committed almost $200
million in new funding
to implement a number
of the recommendations
from the independent
Flood Inquiry.

Existing users of Fires
Near Me will need to up-
date their app through
their phone’s app store.
New users can download
the app by searching for
‘Hazards Near Me’ in their
app store.

MEDIA: Stephanie Le Bas
/97712 2774
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Barnaby Joyce hits outat government’s

proposed superann

uation changes

X

Treasurer Jim Chalmers is proposing legislation that Barnaby Joyce has hit out at the government’s
would make it harder for future governments to give pjanned superannuation changes. Picture: NCA

Australians early access to their super. Picture: NCA

NewsWire | Gary Ramage

The Coalition, which gave
Australians $36bn worth
of their super during
Covid, are unhappy about
the proposed changes to
retirement savings.

The Coalition has hit out
at the government’s pro-
posed changes to su-
perannuation that would
make it more difficult for
Australians to access
their retirement savings
early.

Nationals MP Barnaby
Joyce says Australians
have the right to access
their own money earlier if
they want — or need — to.
Jim Chalmers will on Mon-
day release a consultation
paper on the proposal to
legislate an objective for
superannuation.
Legislating an objective
for superannuation would
mean future governments
would struggle to intro-
duce policies that allow
Australians to dip into
their super earlier.

In releasing the paper, Dr
Chalmers said it would
make “super stronger”,
noting the sole purpose
of superannuation was to
give Australians a com-
fortable retirement.

In a speech to the financial
services sector, he will
say the previous govern-
ment’s decision to allow
Australians to withdraw
about $36 bn of their retire-
ment savings early during
the Covid-19 pandemic
had been damaging.

But Mr Joyce said the
previous government -
in which he served as
deputy prime minister for

a time - wanted to give
people access to “their
money”.
“They want to buy their
own house, a lot of people
want their own business ..
Superannuation is a great
program, but | don’t think
you should rule out let-
ting people have access
to their own money,” he
told Sunrise.
His panel mate, Envi-
ronment Minister Tanya
Plibersek, said the gov-
ernment wanted Austra-
lians to have “that more
comfortable retirement”.
“The previous govern-
ment allowed Australians
to take $36bn out of their
superannuation accounts
during Covid and some of
that, of course, was nec-
essary,” she said.
“We know that if you put
a few thousand dollars in
super during your work-
ing age you will see the
magic of compound in-
terest. You will be getting
tens of thousands of dol-
lars when you retire. We
want Australians to have
that more comfortable re-
tirement.
“You’ve always been able
to access your super in
an emergency, but a lot of
that was actually money
just taken out and spent
in the short term — that
means they will be poorer
in the long term.”
Tasmanian senator Jac-
qui Lambie said she had
spent 20 years “fighting
government departments,
nearly making myself
bankrupt”, and had she
not been able to access

NewsWire | Gary Ramage

her super at the time,
she would have lost her
house.

“It is not as black and
white as (what Jim Chal-
mers is saying). My kids
and | would have been
left homeless, let’s have a
chat about that,” she told
Nine.

“l thought we already
knew out there that this
is for your retirement, but
there are things that hap-
pen in our lives where
that money may come in
handy .. just to keep us
afloat.

“And especially in the
next two years if we are
going into recession, if
there are guys out there
who can dig in to make
sure we keep the roof over
their head to continue to
pay their house rates, we
have to be a bit more flex-
ible than that when we
are going through tough
times.”

Opposition  immigration
spokesman Dan Tehan
told Sky News it wasn’t Dr
Chalmers’ money but Aus-
tralian people’s money.
“What Jim Chalmers isn’t
saying is that your super
will always be taxed a
higher rate under Labor,
there will be less trans-
parency about what hap-
pens to your super under
Labor,” he said.

“If you need it to be able
to buy your first home,
then you should be able
to access your super, and
we have a good, sensible
policy that allows young
people to be able to do
that.”

Late Senator refuted Linda Reynolds’ Hig-
gins claim in letter before her death

The late Labor Senator
Kimberley Kitching refut-
ed Liberal Minister Linda
Reynolds’ claim of an or-
chestrated Labor plot to
exploit Brittany Higgins’
rape allegation for politi-
cal gain in a letter written
before her death.
Senator Reynolds re-
peated claims  over
the weekend that her
“friend” Senator Kitching
approached her in Parlia-
ment in February 2021,
before the story broke.

A Liberal staffer, Bruce
Lehrmann, was Ilater
charged but never con-
victed over the matter and
maintains his innocence.
A sexual assault charge
was formally dropped in
December 2022.

In an interview published
in The Weekend Austra-
lian, Senator Reynolds
said Senator Kitching,
who died of heart attack
last year, told her Labor
knew about a rape alle-
gation and Penny Wong
planned to exploit it prior
to the allegations being
made public.

In a letter to colleagues
dated June 21, 2021,
Senator Kitching de-
nies Senator Reynolds’
claims of a political plot
to embarrass her.
Senator Kitching was
forced to explain herself
to her Labor colleagues
at the time over claims
she had tipped off the
Liberal minister about
the looming political cri-
sis.

“As | stated during our
meeting, | can assure you
this report of what is said
to be Senator Reynolds’
claim is false,” Senator
Kitching wrote.

The seven-page letter,
obtained by news.com.au,
was penned as Senator
Kitching fought to clear
her nhame amid claims of
disloyalty. It was hand
delivered to Senator Kris-
tina Keneally and the dep-
uty Labor leader Richard
Marles was briefed on its

Senator Kimberley Kitching in

2021 . Picture: Gary Ramagel
NCA NewsWire

contents.

During the trial, the ACT
Supreme court was
played an excerpt of a
six-hour recording made
in early 2021 involving
staff at Channel 10°s The
Project and Higgins’s
partner, David Sharaz,
during which Brittany
Higgins was present.
During the discussion,
held prior to the allega-
tions being aired in pub-
lic, Mr Sharaz is heard
saying they wanted the
story to break at the start
of a sitting week and that
he had a “friend” on the
Labor side, the now fi-
nance minister Katy Gal-
lagher, who would “probe
and continue it going”.
Senator Linda Reynolds
said that Senator Gal-
lagher suggested that
Mr Sharaz had told her
“something big” was
coming before publica-
tion in a private meeting.
After Senator Reynolds
outlined the account of
Senator Kitching’s dis-
loyalty to three powerful
female senators — Penny
Wong and Katy Gallagher
and Liberal frontbencher
Anne Ruston in 2021
- Senator Kitching was
kicked off the parliamen-
tary tactics committee.
The letter was in part a
plea by Senator Kitching
to reverse that decision.
Senator Kitching said pri-
or to the issue becoming
public she never knew
Brittany Higgins’ name
and denied she had told
Senator Reynolds that
Labor planned to exploit
the issue.

“Simply put, it is not pos-
sible to divulge informa-

tion to anyone about a
matter of which I had no
knowledge,” she wrote.
“I had never heard of Ms
Brittany Higgins or Sena-
tor Reynolds’ involve-
ment in her story until it
was first reported on 15
February 2021 on news.
com.au.

“Moreover, it is not pos-
sible to divulge a secret
plan which did not actu-
ally exist. It has not been
Senator Wong'’s practice
to divulge her secret
plans, if she ever has
any, to me. l am not in the
habit of confiding with
Senator Wong either.”
Senator Kitching said in
the letter she did not be-
lieve any Labor politician
was aware of the involve-
ment of Senator Reyn-
olds’ office in the matter
until it was first reported
online by news.com.au.
The Senator says in the
letter  Senator  Reyn-
olds’ claim of a political
conspiracy “was rightly
repudiated after it was
first aired by Senator
Reynolds when Senators
Wong and Gallagher at
the Senate Community
Affairs Legislation Com-
mittee on 4 June 2021”.
“There was no discus-
sion of it at Senate Tac-
tics or, to the best of my
knowledge, by any Labor
person. We just didn’t
know,” she said.

After Senator Reynolds
was dumped by Scott
Morrison as Defence Min-
ister and was appointed
Minister for NDIS and
Government Services
she sent Senator Kitch-
ing a message on an en-
crypted app.

“In one of those messag-
es, she claimed | warned
her about ‘what Penny
was about to unleash’. |
didn’t and still don’t un-
derstand what on Earth
she was talking about,”
Senator Kitching said.
“Her attempt to slur La-
bor that way should be
seen for what it is.”
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‘Code for more tax’. Dutton slams treasur-
er’s superannuation overhaul

Peter Dutton has denounced Treasurer Jim Chalmers proposed reforms to superannuation.Credit.Alex Elling-

hausen

Treasurer Jim Chalmers’
plan to overhaul the $53
billion a year in tax con-
cessions on superannua-
tion accounts faces early
opposition from the Co-
alition amid claims Aus-
tralians are tapping their
retirement nest eggs for
cosmetic procedures.
Opposition Leader Peter
Dutton denounced the trea-
surer’s proposals to intro-
duce new laws about what
superannuation could be
used for as “all code for
more tax”, while defending
the Coalition policy of al-
lowing withdrawals for ill-
ness or house deposits.
But Assistant Treasurer
Stephen Jones will use a
speech on Tuesday to ar-
gue the government needs
to change the laws around
superannuation to safe-
guard against its misuse.
In a speech to the Sydney
Institute, he will attack the
Coalition’s pandemic poli-
cy which led to more than
three million people with-
drawing about $38 billion
from their accounts.

“It became the cash cow
for bad ideas and the last
hope for problems that
government was afraid to
tackle,” he said.

People can apply for an
early release of superan-
nuation under compas-
sionate grounds, accord-
ing to the Australian Tax
Office, including for pallia-
tive care or medically nec-
essary treatment.

Assistant Treasurer Stephen Jones
said super became a “cash cow for
bad ideas” under the previous gov-
ernment.Credit: Steven Siewert

Jones claimed there were
doctors who were gaming
the system and “encour-
aging, and even pressur-
ing, patients to tap into
their super for what might
be termed life-enhancing
procedures like cosmetic
surgery”.

“It is greedy. It does not
pass the pub test It is
wrong. This is the practical
impact of a policy space
that lacks an objective,” he
said

On Monday, Treasurer Jim
Chalmers said while the
government’s immediate
focus was on enshrining
a definition for superan-
nuation, he flagged that
the government wanted to
crack down on superan-
nuation tax concessions.
“Right now, we’re on track
to spend more on super
tax concessions than the
age pension by around
2050. I'm not convinced
that’s a sustainable way to
get to our destination,” he

said in a speech in Sydney
on Monday.

Tax concessions on su-
per are forecast to cost
the budget $52.6 billion in
2022-23, just under the to-
tal cost of the age pension
at $55.3 billion, according
to an analysis of the Octo-
ber budget by the Austra-
lia Institute.

There are an estimated
11,000 super accounts
with at least $5 million, and
the Australian Financial
Review reported last year
there are 32 self-managed
super accounts with $100
million or more. All super-
annuation accounts enjoy
a concessional tax rate of
15 per cent

The Coalition is already
signalling that the govern-
ment could start taxing
multimillion-dollar depos-
its at a higher rate while
constricting withdrawals.
“In the May budget, | sus-
pect we’ll see more and
more taxes at a time when
Australians can afford it
less and less,” Dutton said
on Monday afternoon.
Speaking in WA on Mon-
day, Prime Minister Antho-
ny Albanese was critical of
the Morrison government’s
early pandemic policy that
allowed Australians suf-
fering financial hardship
to withdraw up to $20,000
from their super, as well
as a Coalition policy that
would give first-home buy-
ersaccess toup t0$50,000
of their super to help them

purchase a property.
“We know that every
chance they have to under-
mine superannuation, the
Coalition do so,” he said.
“We know that their one
big announcement at the
last minute ... was again
something that would have
undermined people’s su-
perannuation  balances,
and that was rejected at
the election.”
Real Estate Institute of
Australia president Hayden
Groves said the Coalition’s
super for housing scheme
was a sensible way to
help people buy their first
home.
“The government’s review
of superannuation should
focus on the objectives
of successful retirement
as Australia’s population
ages, not simply look to
protect the interest of su-
perannuation funds,” he
said.
Consultation on a defini-
tion for superannuation
that would be enshrined
in law began on Monday,
following a Labor elec-
tion promise to do so. The
government’s suggestion
would preserve super sav-
ings for retirement.
The superannuation
dustry has been broadly
supportive of the move to
legislate a definition that
restricts the use of super-
annuation to the provision
of retirement income.
Aware Super chief execu-
tive Deanne Stewart said
the government’s pro-
posed definition of super
was a good starting point
because superannuation
was ultimately for retire-
ment savings, and should
not be a tool for wealth
preservation or estate
planning.
Industry Super Austra-
lia chief executive Bernie
Dean agreed.
“It should help avoid an-
other disaster of allowing
people to tap into super
early for any reason, which
hurts everyone,” he said.

in-

Ex-VicLaborministerforced
to resign from board

The Andrews government
forced former Labor min-
ister Theo Theophanous
to resign from the board of
the State Trustees after an
anti-corruption investiga-
tion found he misused his
position on another gov-
ernment board to lobby on
behalf of a Chinese-backed
consortium.

The Independent Broad-
based Anti-corruption
Commission on Wednes-
day morning tabled the
report of Operation Clara,
a three-year probe into the
conduct of Theophanous.
The investigation found
the former minister in the
Kirner, Bracks and Brumby
governments failed to de-
clare a conflict of interest
to the Victorian Planning
Authority, which ran the
tender process for the sale
of land in East Werribee,
and where Theophanous
was a board member while
he was lobbying on behalf
of the proposed develop-
ers of the project.

IBAC found Theophanous’
conduct was improper, not
corrupt

VPA chief executive Stu-
art Moseley on Monday
issued a statement on the
website noting Theopha-
nous resigned as a board

mead LU S [OTe, |
i\

Ex-Vic Labor minister Theo Theo-
phanous has been forced to resign
from the board of the State Trust-
ees.

member.

On Wednesday, the gov-
ernment said it asked the
former Labor minister to
immediately resign from
his position as a board
member of State Trustees.
“The allegations revealed
as part of Operation Clara
are damning and go to
the judgment of Mr Theo-
phanous,” a government
spokeswoman said.

“The government will sup-
port, in principle, each of
the [IBAC] recommenda-
tions and stands ready to
make any further neces-
sary changes.”
Theophanous
IBAC'’s findings.
“The findings and allega-
tions in IBAC’s report sim-
ply do not stack up against
logic, the timelines, the
context or the evidence,”
he said in a statement.

“I refute IBAC’s claims
against me in their entire-

ty L

denied

Australia will maintain sovereignty
over subs, Albanese says

Back to Canberra for a mo-
ment: in his speech at the
National Press Club, PM
Anthony Albanese said
Australia would maintain its
sovereignty over its future
nuclear submarines if there
was a conflict between Aus-
tralia, the UK and the US
over where the submarines
should be deployed.
“Australia will maintain
our sovereignty. That’s a
decision for Australia as a
sovereign nation, just as
the United States will main-
tain its sovereignty and
the United Kingdom will
maintain its [sovereignty],”
Albanese told the National
Press Club.

He also said Australia was
increasing the capabilities
of its personnel, denying
that it was an impossible
task to recruit enough peo-
ple to Australia’s defence
and security agencies.

“No is the simple answer,
because it can’t be. We
can’t be overwhelmed by
what’s before us. We need
to be clear-eyed about the
challenges that are ahead,
and, yes, without going
into all of the detail, we
have been clear-eyed about
agencies being able to re-
cruit to meet their needs.
The Defence Force is the
same. These are good, se-
cure jobs.”
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The government has promised to ‘end the Albanese says no ‘big changes’ to super
super wars’. What does that mean for you?

The retirement savings
scheme was a major poli-
cy fault line under the pre-
vious Coalition govern-
ment, which expanded the
reasons that Australians
could dip into their funds
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

In a speech to the sector
in Sydney on Monday, Mr
Chalmers promised to
ensure the system was
reserved for funding Aus-
tralians in retirement.

He described the Coali-
tion’s legacy on super
as “contradictory, some-
times counterproductive,
and often costly”.

“Never again. Our govern-
ment will take a different
approach .. We’ll try to
end the super wars once
and for all,” he declared.
But the Coalition says
early access to super is a
vital avenue to home own-
ership, and has protected
Australians from the worst
economic effects of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The treasurer’s comments
could also have major
implications for the tax
breaks enjoyed by the ma-
jor super funds.

Limiting super withdraw-
als

Labor wants to block Aus-
tralians from withdrawing
money from their superan-
nuation funds.

Mr Chalmers attacked the
Coalition for its “disas-
trous” approach to su-
per over the last decade,
saying it had undermined
Australians’ standard of
living in retirement.

The government is looking
to create a legally-bind-
ing definition of super to
clarify its purpose, which
could limit the ways it’s
used in future.

It has begun a consulta-
tion process and is sug-
gesting: “The objective
of superannuation is to
preserve savings and de-
liver income for a digni-
fied retirement, alongside
government support, in an

Mr Chalmers described the former government’s super policies as ‘di-
sastrous’. Source: AAP | Bianca De Marchi

equitable and sustainable

2

way.
But Coalition financial
services  spokesperson

Stuart Robert framed the
move as an attempt to line
the super industry’s pock-
ets at the expense of first
home buyers.

“The Coalition ... [is] con-
cerned more about the
dignity of the individual.
And what can be more
dignified than an individu-
al Australian owning their
own house?” he said on
Monday.

“And frankly, what can
be more undignified than
a super fund using your
money to buy a house that
you have to rent? ”

How can you currently
withdraw super?

You can currently take out
from your super fund for
many reasons, including
paying for dental care and
repaying a home loan.

You can also dip in early
if you’re experiencing fi-
nancial hardship - taxed at
up to 22 per cent if you’re
aged under 60 - or to pay
for expensive medical
bills.

The minimum withdrawal
is set at $1,000, the maxi-
mum at $10,000.

What’s the context?
Superannuation was a
major battle line under the
last government.

The former Coalition gov-
ernment proposed al-
lowing first home buyers
to dip into their super, a
move which would have
allowed Australians to in-
vest 40 per cent of their
super savings - up to
$50,000 - fo help them en-

ter the property market.
The policy, announced
just before the last elec-
tion, drew an immediate
rebuke from now-Prime
Minister Anthony Alba-
nese, who framed it as an
assault on Australians’ re-
tirement savings.

It was the last in a long se-
ries of policy brawls over
super.

Australians were also al-
lowed to raid up to $20,000
from their super accounts
- in individual blocks of
$10,000 - if they were ex-
periencing hardship dur-
ing COVID-19. That saw
around $36 billion plucked
from Australian super
funds during the first few
years of the pandemic.
While there are some ex-
ceptions, super withdraw-
als had previously been
tightly restricted. The last
three years became the
first major emptying of
accounts since the retire-
ment scheme was estab-
lished in the early 1990s.
But the treasurer’s nod to
“equitable and sustain-
able” system could have
implications for the tax
breaks super funds enjoy,
given he has previously
promised to consider
whether current conces-
sions are manageable.

The budget is under pres-
sure, and projections
suggest Australia will be
spending more on tax
concessions than the pen-
sion by 2050.

Australians have more
than $3 trillion saved in
super, and Labor prom-
ised to clarify what it can
be used for before the last
election.
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Prime Minister Anthony Albanese says the aged-care pay rise will add
pressure to the budget Credit: Alex Ellinghausen

The prime minister has
also been quizzed about
the proposed changes to
superannuation, which
readers will know has
been a focus of a lot of
political discussion.
Albanese says the govern-
ment stands by its elec-
tion commitment to avoid
making “big changes” to
superannuation after As-
sistant Treasurer Stephen
Jones floated capping su-
per balances to wind back
the roughly $50 billion in
superannuation tax con-
cessions.

On Monday, Treasurer Jim
Chalmers unveiled the
government’s suggested
wording for a definition
of super, which would re-
strict its use to retirement
income.

He also said the cost of
tax concessions was in
his sights ahead of the
May budget.

“We remain the party
that’s absolutely commit-
ted to universal superan-
nuation and to the sys-
tem,” Albanese told the
National Press Club.

“And what we’re talking
about here is ... there’s
nothing that impacts the
sustainability of the sys-
tem from punters out
there who have $150,000
in their accounts. You
know that’s not an issue
at all, which is the average
[amount]

“We said during the elec-
tion campaign that we did
not intend to make big
changes to superannua-
tion, and we don’t”
Albanese said the Fair
Work Commission’s de-
cision to award a full 15
per cent pay rise to aged

care workers by June 30
would add pressure to the
budget.

“There is significant fiscal
pressure on the budget.
And that in part is because
of the structural issues
that are in the budget”
Albanese said, listing de-
fence as one pressure.
“Health — with the ageing
of the population, includ-
ing to name just one, the
aged care wage increase,
for example — that will
have an impact on the
budget coming through.
So, that is a second ele-
ment of pressure.

“The NDIS - there are
pressures on as well.
And another element, of
course, is the increased
interest payments on the
debt that we inherited.
That is growing as those
interest rates impact not
just households, but im-
pact the national budget
as well. So, we’ll continue
to have a conversation
with the Australian people
about what’s needed go-
ing forward,” the prime
minister said.

in his speech at the Na-
tional Press Club, PM
Anthony Albanese said
Australia would maintain
its sovereignty over its fu-
ture nuclear submarines
if there was a conflict be-
tween Australia, the UK
and the US over where the
submarines should be de-
ployed.

“Australia will maintain
our sovereignty. That's a
decision for Australia as
a sovereign nation, just
as the United States will
maintain its sovereignty
and the United Kingdom
will maintain its [sover-

eignty],” Albanese told
the National Press Club.
He also said Australia was
increasing the capabilities
of its personnel, denying
that it was an impossible
task to recruit enough
people to Australia’s de-
fence and security agen-
cies.

“No is the simple answer,
because it can’t be. We
can’t be overwhelmed by
what’s before us. We need
to be clear-eyed about
the challenges that are
ahead, and, yes, without
going into all of the detail,
we have been clear-eyed
about agencies being able
to recruit to meet their
needs. The Defence Force
is the same. These are
good, secure jobs.”
Opposition Leader Peter
Dutton says hard-working
people don’t want their re-
tirement savings taxed.

“If you've worked hard,
and you’ve put your own
money aside into super-
annuation, you don’t want
the government changing
the rules and taxing it ef-
fectively, retrospectively,
people might have had a
windfall from a house sale.
They might have inherited
some money, they might
have sold a small busi-
ness and roll that money
into superannuation,”
Dutton said in Melbourne
this morning.

People who followed the
rules and invested did so
to support their retirement
and now the ALP wanted
to change the rules, he
said.

“If the Labor Party is
changing the rules, and
taxing and taxing and tax-
ing your superannuation,
why will people invest
in super, it’s not just the
people who have super-
annuation funds that will
face high taxes,” he said.
The changes create un-
certainty for super as an
investment for younger
people, who would won-
der whether it was worth
putting extra money in
their superannuation ac-
count, he said.
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