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SERVICING SYDNEY

VP Professional Cleaning Service offers professional affordable
cleaning services for office, workplace, and home unit cleaning.

Extensive experience. No job too big or too small. You will not be
disappointed. For a free quote feel free to call Ph: 0424524164
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A re-elected Perrottet Lib-
eral Government will in-
vest $5 million to assist
the growing Maronite com-
munity in Parramatta by
supporting the continued
refurbishment and upgrade
of the Our Lady of Lebanon
Co-Cathedral precinct

The NSW Government had
previously invested $1 mil-
lion into the community’s
Aged Care & Wellness Cen-
tre, and in the next term of
government, an additional

$5 million will go towards
completing current proj-
ects along with a new pre-
cinct forecourt.

The Maronite College will
also receive an additional
$100,000 from a re-elected
Perrottet Government for
the installation of solar
panels, to help reduce the
school’s energy bills and
make it more environmen-
tally sustainable.

NSW  Premier Dominic
Perrottet said this invest-

ort Parramatta’s

ment would help the tens
of thousands of Maronite
community members visit-
ing the area.

“These facilities are a criti-
cal community hub, and
our investment will help
the Parish accommodate
the growing Maronite com-
munity,” Mr Perrottet said.
Minister for Multicultural-
ism Mark Coure said the
Maronite community has
always contributed to the
state since the 1800s to

sl — =

make it a great place to
live.

“Whether it be through
charities, community or-
ganisationsorvolunteering,
the Maronite community is
a remarkable representa-
tion of our multicultural
and multi-faith society, and
this is our investing back,”
Mr Coure said.

NSW Liberal Candidate for
Parramatta Katie Mullens
said this is a big win for the
local Maronite community.

“Only the Perrottet Liberal
Government has a plan and
vision to help support our
growing communities,” Ms
Mullens said. “Our strong
economic management al-
lows us to invest in com-
munity facilities and ser-
vices for our community,
with the experience and
leadership needed to make
sure they are delivered.”

“The Maronites have played
a huge part in Parramatta’s
history and development.

This investment will help
realise our vision for this
important community pre-
cinct”

The Maronite Eparch, His
Excellency Bishop An-
toine-Charbel Tarabay, wel-
comed the announcement
and added, “Funding will
help us to continue serving
the Maronite community in
Harris Park and surrounds,
and will enable us to meet
the needs of our growing
community.”
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$672,000 BOOST FOR KELSO
PARK NORTH UPGRADE

Popular local sporting fa-
cility Kelso Park North
will receive a major up-
grade under a re-elected
NSW Liberal and Nationals
Government, following a
$672,000 commitment to-
day.

Premier Dominic Perrottet
said the improvements to
drainage and the ground
surface would help sig-
nificantly reduce the num-
ber of days the ground is
closed due to rain and will
benefit local sporting clubs
and organisations.

“This upgrade will make
sure Kelso Park North
hosts even more footy
and cricket games on the
weekend and gives the lo-
cal little athletics club more
time on the track and field,
regardless of the weather,”
Mr Perrottet said.

“We know rain has put a
dampener on sport in re-
cent years so it’s vital our
local sports infrastructure

is upgraded to allow great-
er access to community
sport facilities for recre-
ation or grassroots clubs.”
State Member for East Hills
Wendy Lindsay said the
upgrade would build upon
existing improvements be-
ing made to Kelso Park’s
community sport precinct,
which include a $1.5 million
NSW Liberal and Nationals
Government investment to
upgrade player and spec-
tator amenities.

“This much-needed up-
grade will not only reduce
the humber of games and
training days our players
and athletes miss out on
from heavy rain but will
also allow greater use of
the facility by local organi-
sations and schools for
carnivals and events,” Ms
Lindsay said.

Minister for Sport Alister
Henskens said the com-
mitment is a big win for
sporting groups in the lo-

cal area.

“Since 2011, the NSW Lib-
eral and Nationals Govern-
ment has invested more
than $2 billion in grass-
roots community sport
and we continue to sup-
port upgrades like Kelso
Park North so that young
people have a place to play
the sport they love in their
backyard,” Mr Henskens
said.

Bankstown Bullsharks AFL
Club Tim Hall said teams
and players had missed a
number of training days
and games due to poor
playing conditions follow-
ing continued phases of
wet weather.

“The support from the
NSW Government means
our club has more time on
the park to learn new skills,
play games and have lots
of fun, which is a win for
everyone,” Mr Hall said.
MEDIA: Stephanie Le Bas |
9772 2774

Cumberland Council celebrated lin-
guistic and cultural diversity at Inter-
national Mother Language Day

Cumberland Council high-
lighted multilingual educa-
tion by embracing cultural
and linguistic diversity at
International Mother Lan-
guage Day.

International Mother Lan-
guage Day is held annu-
ally worldwide to promote
peace and raise awareness
of the diverse languages
we speak, learn and use
to connect within our com-
munities.

Mayor Lisa Lake said that
with such a diverse com-
munity in Cumberland, it
is vitally important to ac-
knowledge our many cul-
tures and continue prac-
ticing the mother tongue
of the different languages
spoken in our communi-
ties.

“Statistics show us that ev-
ery two weeks a language
disappears, taking with it
an entire cultural and intel-
lectual heritage. At least A3
percent of the estimated
6,000 /anguages spoken in
the world are endangered,”
said Mayor Lake.

“Languages are the most
powerful instruments for
developing and preserving
cultural heritage and iden-
tity. The acknowledgement
of languages in local com-
munities helps to spread
an understanding and ap-
preciation of our diverse
community.”

Cumberland is one of the

most multilingual com-
munities in Sydney com-
prising of 61 different lan-
guages with more than half
of the population speaking
another language at home.
Cumberland libraries col-
lectively stock over 31
thousand books, maga-
zines and digital materials
in over 20 different lan-
guages. Each of the eight
libraries in Cumberland
have an “Ekushey Corner”
to help conserve, promote
and protect mother lan-
guages.

Mayor Lake said the de-
cline of mother languages
has been a driving force
behind the establishment
of Ekushey Corners.

“Cumberland is one of the
most multicultural com-
munities in Sydney and
welcomes people from
all language and cultural
backgrounds,” she said.

“Our libraries support our
multicultural communities
by providing collections in
languages other than Eng-
lish, and provides a place
to connect with others and
create a more inclusive
community.”

International Mother Lan-
guage Day was held at Mer-
rylands Library on Monday
20 February. The evening
included guest speak-
ers; Nirmal Paul, Founder
and Chairperson of the
MLC Movement Interna-
tional Inc. and Cumber-
land Council’s Aboriginal
Education Officer, Janice
Dennis. There were also
cultural performances and
displays held to celebrate
the day.

To find out more informa-
tion about Council’s library
services visit: https://lwww.
cumberland.nsw.gov.aul
library
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Carpentpyns Bonstruction

- Timber Framing
- Renovations

- Granny flats

- Extentions

- Pergolas
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Former prime minister Malcolm Turnbull ap-
pears before robodebt royal commission

Ex-prime minister Mal-
colm Turnbull has re-
vealed what he knew
about a Centrelink scan-
dal during his time in the
top job.

Former prime minister
Malcolm Turnbull says
he was concerned about
robodebt’s “accuracy
and fairness” but he
didn’t consider whether
the program was illegal.
The ex-Liberal leader was
questioned about what
he knew about the failed
Centrelink debt recovery
scheme as he testified
before the royal commis-
sion into the program on
Monday.

As he appeared before
the Brisbane-based in-
quiry via video link, Mr
Turnbull said he didn’t
turn his mind to the legal-
ity of the program.

“It never occurred to us
that it was unauthorised,”
he said.

“Cabinet was told that it
was lawful in the sense
that it was consistent
with the (existing) legis-
lation.”

The Centrelink program,
which became known as
robodebt, was an auto-
mated method of calcu-
lating welfare recipients’
alleged debts by match-
ing their reported pay
with their supposed an-
nual incomes.

These incomes were es-
timated by averaging
data from the Australian
Taxation Office, which in
many cases resulted in
inaccurate debts being
raised because custom-
ers were accused of hav-
ing worked more hours
and accrued more wel-
fare overpayments than
they actually had.

A royal commission is ex-
amining why the scheme
was set up and how it
was allowed to run until
to 2019 after it was found
to be unlawful more than
two years after its seri-
ous flaws were first ex-
posed.

Mr Turnbull said he ran a ‘traditional cabinet government’. Picture: AAP
ImagelMick Tsikas via NCA NewsWire

By the time it was dis-
continued it had falsely
accused thousands of
people of owing the gov-
ernment money and been
linked to suicides.

Mr Turnbull was in the
top job when controversy
over robodebt exploded
and sent the Coalition
government into damage
control in early 20117.

The commission on Mon-
day was shown What-
sApp messages sent
between Mr Turnbull and
his senior ministers — as
media coverage of ro-
bodebt began to escalate
— that the former prime
minister provided to the
inquiry.

In one exchange, Mr
Turnbull sent former hu-
man services minister
Alan Tudge a message
onJanuary 12017 with a
link to a Sydney Morning
Herald article which sug-
gested the robodebt pro-
gram could be unlawful.
Mr Tudge replied to say
“it is not correct that we
simply take the average
of the income declared to
ATO and apply that aver-
age across 26 fortnight”.
Commissioner Cath-
erine Holmes said that
was how robodebt often
worked and asked Mr
Turnbull if he believed
Mr Tudge “actually had a
good grasp” on what the
program entailed.

Mr Turnbull replied: “Alan
Tudge, | always regarded
as a technocrat. He was
a management consul-
tant. | didn’t regard him

as being a negligent or
incompetent or careless
minister”.

Mr Turnbull said he asked
Mr Tudge later in January
2017 for a “frank assess-
ment” of robodebt’s is-
sues and what was being
done to fix them.

He also said he was com-
mitted to “traditional
cabinet government” as
prime minister, and min-
isters had responsibili-
ties for their portfolios.
“The government was not
run out of the Prime Min-
ister’s Office, as some
other prime ministers
have sought to do,” he
said, in what appeared to
be a dig at his successor
Scott Morrison’s secret
ministries scandal.

“l was very clear that |
expect ministers to take
responsibility for their
departments and port-
folios and for decision
making by the govern-
ment to be collegiate and
run through the cabinet
process.”

Ms Holmes told the com-
mission later on Monday
the robodebt program
was “amateurish, rushed
and disastrous”.

The scheme ended up
costing the common-
wealth nearly $1.8bn in
written-off debts and
compensation paid to
victims who mounted a
class-action lawsuit.

The inquiry is conduct-
ing its final week of pub-
lic hearings, with a final
report due to be handed
down on June 30.

Former PM hits out at premier’s claims
he can’t stop vaccine mandates

The former prime minister conceded mandates were at one stage for ‘aged care and sensitive health set-
tings’ but said the country had ‘moved on’ from the pandemic.

The former prime minister
has hit out at workplace
mandates as frustration
grows over compulsory
vaccination.

Former Prime Minister
Scott Morrison has hit
out at workplace vaccine
mandates and dismissed
claims from one premier
that state governments
are unable to overturn

them.
Mr Morrison revealed
his government was

opposed to mandating
vaccinations outside of
“sensitive” settings.

“On vaccination man-
dates, they were not im-
posed by the federal gov-
ernment other than for
aged care and sensitive
health settings, which |
don’t think there’s been
too much dispute about,”
Mr Morrison said while
speaking to Sky News.
“The federal govern-
ment did not support any
other mandate at all; all
of those mandates were
done by state govern-
ments.

“That is off the decision
of state governments
and that is their respon-
sibility.”

His comments come on
the back of growing re-
sentment in parts of the
community about vac-
cine mandates in private
workplaces and in parts
of the public service.
NSW Premier Dominic
Perrottet last week said
while he supported scrap-

X'}

Dominic Perrottet said there was ‘no evidence’ vaccine mandates stop
transmission at this stage of the pandemic. Picture: NCA Newswire |

Gaye Gerard

ping vaccine require-
ments, he did not “have
the power” to remove
mandates in those parts
of the public sector where
mandates remained.
“There are certain ar-
eas of the public service
where | do not have that
power,” Mr Perrottet told
2GB’s Ben Fordham last
week.

“I've made it abundantly
clear what my position
on this is based on evi-
dence and there is no
evidence that vaccines in
the current environment
have any impact at all on
transmission of Covid.”
Police officers and teach-
ers are among those in
the public sector who
work in non-health set-
tings and are still required
to be vaccinated.

Many private workplaces
also require employees
to be double vaccinated
or to have an exemption.
Mr Morrison said the Pre-
mier’s claim wasn’t en-
tirely true.

“Of course premiers can

do something about it,”
he said.

“But not once as prime
minister did | delegate my
authority as prime minis-
ter to make decisions to
any public servant.

“So any decision that
was made by them .. well,
you had to own and you
had the ability to say no.
You have to take the con-
sequences of saying no
and going against that
advice; | accept that.”

Mr Perrottet said that he
had repeatedly urged
both the private and pub-
lic sector to end vaccine
mandates.

“I have made it very clear,
and | couldn’t be clearer
to the public service here
in NSW to end vaccine
mandates and the major-
ity of the public service
has done so,” he said

“I have also made it clear
to the private sector.

“I have made it clear for
the simple reason that
there is no evidence that
the vaccines stop trans-
mission.”
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Perth Mint. $9 billion Australian gold bar purity scandal

Teh Perth Mint has admitted to “doping” gold. But the process went too far. (Photo by DAVID GRAY | AFP)

Australia’s government-
owned maker of gold bul-
lion bars kept quiet damn-
ing evidence the gold it
was selling was less than
pure.

Australia’s only producer
of gold bullion may have
minted almost $9 billion
of substandard bars, di-
luted with other metals,
but kept the discovery
quiet.

It’'s also been revealed
that the Perth Mint, which
was founded in 1899 be-
fore Australia became a
nation, sold $21,000 of
gold to an ex-bikie but
failed to investigate the
“red flag” transaction. In
addition, it has links to an
international bank whose
largest shareholder is
a Russian oligarch with
links to Viadimir Putin.
The ABC Four Corners in-
vestigation has raised se-
rious questions about the
governance of the Perth
Mint.

It is owned by the Western
Australian  government
through an organisation
called the Gold Corpora-
tion which WA Premier
Mark McGowan had min-
isterial responsibility for
it until March 2021.

The Perth Mint is the
world’s biggest proces-
sor of new gold and is the
only mint globally with a
government guarantee.

It sold more than $20 bil-
lion of gold last year with
people able to walk into
its Perth CBD shop and
walk out with bullion bars
and coins.

It states online that its
gold is 99.9 per cent pure.
But that hasn’t always
been the case, the ABC
discovered.

In 2018, the Perth Mint
began “doping” its new
gold. This is when non-
gold metals, like silver or
copper, are added to the
mix to lower the overall
gold content. It was ex-
pected to save the organi-
sation $620,000 annually.
Diluting gold does some-
times occur within the
industry but is generally
tolerated if the bars re-
main 99.9 per cent pure.
$9 billion

However, a few months
after the doping began
there were internal con-
cerns, the ABC found,
about how rigorous the
99.9 per cent gold total
was being adhered too.

In 2021, the Shanghai
Gold Exchange (SGE), a
key buyer of Perth pro-
duced gold, told the Mint
a number of the bars it
had received contained
too much silver and not
enough gold.

The accusation checked
out, Perth Mint discov-
ered, when it looked into
its records regarding the
batch sent to China. And it
raised the possibility that
all the gold bars sent to
SGE had similar defects.
The Mint estimated that if
it had to recall all 100 tons
of gold it had shipped to
Shanghai it could be on
the nose for $8.17 billion.
The gold would have to
be transported back to

WA, melted down and
recast without the impu-
rities before it could be
sold again.

It replaced one of the bars
but left the Chinese firm to
prove that the other bars
were similarly tainted.

The Mint then went into
panic mode.

“If SGE — Gold Corpora-
tion’s pre-eminent
change client — had made
public that they had issues
with Gold Corporation
bars, the impact of nega-
tive public statements on
the business could be
very significant,” an inter-
nal document stated.

It immediately stopped
the gold doping program
but kept the quality is-
sues under wraps.

“The Perth Mint website
has a beautiful set of
words and codes of con-
duct(and) even states that
they pride themselves on
being trusted for the puri-
ty of their gold,” transpar-
ency advocate Serena Lil-
lywhite told the program.
“But in practice, it seems
to be falling down and
that culture of secrecy is
not playing out in good
business conduct.

“I think it can be described
as a cover-up — Perth Mint
had a choice to disclose
all the information and
chose not to.”

The Mint told the ABC
that as Chinese laws did
not allow the bars to be
returned for inspection
it “could not be verified”
there was a larger purity

ex-

Molten gold poured into an ingot mould at the Perth Mint. Picture: Carla Gottgens/Bloomberg

issue.

It said it was now commit-
ted to higher than indus-
try standard purity mea-
sures.

Lack of oversight of bul-
lion buyers

The Mint has also come
under scrutiny for who it
sells gold too.

CCTV footage showed
Dayne Brajkovich, a for-
mer Hell’s Angel who is
distinctive due to being
heavily tattooed, waiting
patiently in line at the Mint
to buy $271,000 of gold.
He has served time in jail
for drug and assault-relat-
ed offences.

Brajkovich’s identity, as
demanded by government
regulations, was con-
firmed when he showed
Mint staff his driving Ii-
cence.

There’s no suggestion
Brajkovich did anything
untoward in buying the
gold.

However, given his known
links to bikies, the trans-
action should at least
have been investigated,
said Thomson Reuters fi-
nancial crimes expert Na-
than Lynch.

“He’s a well-known en-
tity and it would be pretty
hard to argue that an or-
ganisation didn’t know
about that reputation.
“But that’s beside the
point. The Mint have a le-
gal obligation to look into
customers that come in
their door to know who
they are, and to look into
their background.

“He is absolutely a red

flag and he would imme-
diately go into a higher
risk category of custom-
ers,” said Mr Lynch.

A spokesman for Perth
Mint told news.com.au
it goes beyond require-
ments to check the iden-
tities of people buying
more than $5000 of bul-
lion by requiring identity
checks on purchases of
$2000 or more.

It added it fulfils its obli-
gations to lodge a Suspi-
cious Matter Report with
(government financial
watchdog) AUSTRAC if
it suspects a person or
transaction is linked to
crime.

It did not confirm if it
lodged a report for Brajk-
ovich.

Kremlin link

Perth Mint also had a rela-
tionship with the Bank of
Cyprus. In 2021, Cyprus’
central bank fined it $1.25
million for failing to com-
ply with anti-money laun-
dering regulations.

The bank’s biggest share-
holder is Viktor Veksel-
berg, a Russian-Cypriot
oligarch who is close
to the Kremlin and who
Australia has now sanc-
tioned.

There have long been
concerns over money
laundering in Cyprus.
Documents seen by the
ABC suggest the Mint did
little if any checks on the
backgrounds of Bank of
Cyprus customers who
were storing gold with it.
Additionally, Bank of Cy-
prus itself was also a Mint

customer which could
mean the bank was in-
vesting assets from indi-
viduals but the Mint would
had no oversight of who
those people were.
Potentially the Mint — even
inadvertently - could
have broken Australian
anti-money  laundering
laws by not checking
more thoroughly that it
wasn’t managing the as-
sets of people involved
in corruption or sanction
busting.

Mint ‘identified compli-
ance issues’

The Mint said it no longer
had a business relation-
ship with the Bank of Cy-
prus but didn’t say if it still
had relationships with its
customers.

The organisation further
said it treated all its le-
gal obligations with the
“utmost seriousness”
but that it had “identified
compliance issues that
we are working through”.
Premier McGowan, who
was the minister over-
seeing Gold Corporation
when a number of the al-
legations occurred, told
the ABC that there had
been senior management
changes at the Mint and a
compliance audit was be-
ing undertaken.

When pushed on whether
he thought it was appro-
priate that criminals had
been able to buy gold
from the Perth Mint, Mr
McGowan said he didn’t
know the specifics of
what was being referred
too.
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Interest rate pause is coming but not just Popular mayor will
yet: RBA governor Philip Lowe

The Reserve Bank be-
lieves a pause to its 10
consecutive interest rate
increases will hinge on the
strength of the jobs mar-
ket over coming months
while warning home buy-
ers a record share of their
after-tax income will be
needed to pay down their
mortgages.

A day after the RBA lifted
official interest rates for
a record 10th consecu-
tive time, to an 11-year
high of 3.6 per cent, bank
governor Philip Lowe
used a speech in Sydney
on Wednesday morning
to argue more rate rises
were still on the horizon.
Lowe told the Australian
Financial Review’s Busi-
ness Summit the bank
was watching the flow of
economic data very close-
ly while also being aware
of the growing pressure
on households struggling
under the weight of high
inflation and increasing
interest rates.

He said the bank had the
flexibility to respond to
changes in the economic
outlook, and that includ-
ed taking a decision to
pause at some point in
the future.

“Our judgment, though,
remains that further tight-
ening of monetary policy
is likely to be required to
bring inflation back to tar-
get within a reasonable
timeframe,” he said.
“Inflation is still too high
and while it looks to be on
adeclining path it is likely
to remain higher than tar-
get for a few years. If we
don’t get inflation down
fairly soon, the end result
will be even higher inter-
est rates and more unem-
ployment.

“With monetary policy
now in restrictive terri-
tory, we are closer to the
point where it will be ap-
propriate to pause inter-
est rate increases to al-
low more time to assess

RBA governor Philip Lowe says a pause in interest rate increases is closer, but warns inflation is still too
high.Credit: Oscar Colman

the state of the economy.
At what point it will be ap-
propriate to pause will be
determined by the data
and our assessment of
the outlook.”

Treasurer Jim Chalm-
ers said on Wednesday
morning the government
was hopeful inflation was
starting to come under
control.

“We think inflation has
peaked, there are en-
couraging signs ... but we
think it has, and inflation
will moderate over the
course of the next 12 to
18 months,” Chalmers
told RN Breakfast.

Lowe said by the time the
RBA board next meets in
April, it will have updated
figures on the jobs mar-
ket and inflation. Those
will be vital to the bank’s
next actions.

“They are important piec-
es of data that we can
look at before the next
board meeting. If they
suggest the right thing to
pause we will do that, but
if they suggest we need
to keep going, we will do
that,” he said.

Lowe revealed the lift in
interest rates is grabbing
a huge share of take-
home pay for many Aus-
tralians.

He said based on the past
10 interest rate rises,
mortgage repayments are
likely to reach a record

9.5 per cent of household
disposal income later this
year.

Combined with the fall in
house prices across the
country, the RBA would
look closely at trends in
household spending at
each of its monthly meet-
ings.

A key concern of the
bank has been a prices-
wages spiral pushing up
inflation to even higher
levels.

Lowe said recent figures,
including the wage price
index and income data
contained within the na-
tional accounts, both
suggested the risk of a
wage spiral was abating.
“These data suggest that
the risk of a prices-wages
spiral remains low. This
is helpful as we navigate
that narrow path and it
means that Australia is
in a better position than
some other countries,”
he said.

“Notwithstanding  this,
we remain alert to the
risks here given the com-
bination of a tight labour
market, the high level of
capacity utilisation and
the run of high inflation
numbers.

“If this risk did materia-
lise, the costs would be
very high. In particular,
if prices and wages were
to chase one another, the
end result would be per-

sistently high inflation,
even higher interest rates
and higher unemploy-
ment It is in our collective
interest to avoid this.”
Lowe has agreed to meet
representatives from
Suicide Prevention Aus-
tralia after the organi-
sation warned of grow-
ing financial and mental
health pressure on many
people.

He said during yester-
day’s board meeting, he
went through some of the
mail he had received from
people outlining the diffi-
culties they were facing
because of big increases
in mortgage repayments.
“People write to me
about how it’s affecting
their families and mental
health,” he said.

“In the next month I'm
meeting with Suicide Pre-
vention and Lifeline, so
we’re very alert to that.
It weighs heavily on my
heart (and) the hearts of
the board members.

“But, at the same time,
we know if we don’t get
on top of inflation, higher
interest rates, more un-
employment, more pain.
“If we don’t get inflation
down, we’ll be in all sorts
of trouble. So that’s - it’s
a difficult message at an
individual level, and, it
weighs on us a lot. | read
the many letters, and of-
ten I respond to them.”

not run

in NSW

state election

Frank Carbone, mayor of
Fairfield, will not run after
Labor leader Chris Minns
made an election $115
million promise to up-
grade Fairfield Hospital.
Carbone, who had been
widely speculated to run a
strong challenge against
Labor in Cabramatta, said
he made the decision af-
ter discussions with both
Minns and Premier Domi-
nic Perrottet about what
they would do for his
community.

The popular Fairfield
mayor repeatedly argued
that the government has
ignored seats like Cabra-
matta and Fairfield be-
cause they were deemed
safe Labor seats.

“One of the biggest pri-
orities was always fixing
Fairfield Hospital, the only
hospital in the Sydney
Metropolitan area which
has not been upgraded,
and | requested a commit-
ment from both to fund
and fix it, and | presented
our community petition to
both,” he said in a state-
ment on Wednesday.
“During those discus-
sions, Chris Minns agreed
to upgrade Fairfield Hos-
pital with a commitment

of $115 million over three
years.”

Carbone said he also held
discussions with Per-
rottet about election com-
mitments and funding
through Westinvest for
his area.

“Unfortunately after some
positive discussions, our
council received one of
the lowest investments
from the NSW Govern-
ment in Westlnvest,” he
said.

“However after
conversations it recently
became apparent to me
that despite still being en-
couraged to contest the
seal as an independent
by many, that no fund-
ing was now available or
committed to our city.”
Perrottet rejected Car-
bone’s claims that West-
invest grants were hand-
ed out unfairly, insisting
that funding was deter-
mined by an independent
committee.

A tilt by the Labor mayor,
who controls the num-
bers on council, would
have been in the interest
of the Coalition because
he would have presented
a major challenge to the
Labor candidate.

many

Greens lawyers told me to say |
dated bikie: Lidia Thorpe

Lidia Thorpe says she
was mauled by the media
and forced to admit she
had a relationship with a
former bikie when the pair
shared only one Kiss.

The former Greens sena-
tor, now an independent,
was referred to the Sen-
ate’s privileges commit-
tee over allegations she
failed to disclose a re-
lationship with a former
bikie despite sitting on
a parliamentary law en-
forcement committee.

Thorpe said she actu-
ally had no relationship
with ex-bikie boss Dean

Martin, but was told by
Greens legal advisers to
say they dated.

She previously said it was
a mistake to not have dis-
closed the relationship,
but changed her tune on
Tuesday.

“I had no relationship
with that person. | was
given legal advice by the
Greens lawyer to say that
I had dated this person,”
she told the Senate.
Thorpe, who is a senator
for Victoria, was previ-
ously the First Nations
spokeswoman for the
Greens.
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