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SERVICING SYDNEY

VP Professional Cleaning Service offers professional affordable
cleaning services for office, workplace, and home unit cleaning.

Extensive experience. No job too big or too small. You will not be
disappointed. For a free quote feel free to call Ph: 0424524164
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Bill Shorten MP

MEMBER FOR MARIBYRNONG

A: Suite 1A, 12 Hall Street, Moonee Ponds VIC 3039
P: PO Box 214, Moonee Ponds VIC 3039
T: 9326 1300 E: bill.shorten.mp@aph.gov.au

ﬂ BillShorten Q @billshortenmp @billshortenmp

Authorised by Bill Shorten, Australian Labor Party, Suite 1A, 12 Hall Street Moonee Ponds, VIC, 3039.
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ADVERTISEMENT

The Holy Month of Ramadan is a time of fasting,
prayer and charity and is a reminder of the important
contribution Australian Muslims make in our community.

As we welcome the beginning of Ramadan this week,
| wish all Muslims the very best for a Blessed Ramadan.
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S Best wishes to everyone
TONY BURKE MP celebrating this holy
MEMBER FOR WATSON
month of Ramadan.

Sally Sitou

FEDERAL MEMBER FOR REID

HON TONY BURKE MP

FEDERAL MEMBER FOR WATSON

Office: Shop 29/1 Broadway Punchbow! 2196 Office: 72 Burwood Road, Burwood NSW 2134

Phone: (02) 9750 9088 Email: tony.burke.mp@aph.gov.au Email:  SallySitouMP@aphgov.au
Phone: (02) 9715 7444
www.tonyburke.com.au [ @Tony_Burke [ Tony Burke MP Wk vl

Authorised by Tony Burke MP, Australian Labor Party, Shop 29/1 Broadway Punchbowl 2196

Authorised by Sally Sitou MP, ALP, 72 Burwood Rd, Burwood NSW 2134

B31/25 smith Street, Parramatta 2150 (02) 9689 1455 ﬂ DrAndrewCharlton
&3P0 Box 395, Parramatta NSW 2124 Andrew.Charlton.MP@aph.gov.au www.andrewcharlton.com.au

Authorised by Andrew Charlton, ALP, 1/25 Smith Street Parramatta NSW 2150.
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On behalf of the City of Canterbury
Bankstown, | offer my sincerest respects
to our Muslim community during the holy
month of Ramadan.

May Allah’s peace and rich blessings
be upon you and your family especially

during this special time of prayer, fasting,

charity-giving and self-accountability.

Ramadan Mubarak!

AN

Clr Khal Asfour
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Carpentpn& Construction

All aspects of Building & Carpentry:

- New homes

- Timber Framing
- Renovations

- Granny flats

- Extentions

- Pergolas

Sumaand "SI0 clin Jetl 50 pSSilo o s

MAYOR
City of Canterbury Bankstown

19 5392 gub| JIbd! e (ulagidl) <ulab3dlg
U3 &g (Pergolas) «ailiuully Granny Flats

0455 166 777 :pd)l e ol = (ghual

Email: luxcorp @outlook.com.au
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@, % e? g0
RAMADAN

@

i JASON CLARE MpP

" FEDERAL MEMBER FOR BLAXLAND

© 02 9790 2466 @ © O JasonClareMP
& www.jasonclare.com.au
Authorised by Jason Clare MP, ALP, Suite 7, Level 1, 400 Chapel Road Bankstown NSW 2200
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The Holy month of Ramadan is the most important month on the
Islamic Calendar .. It is the month of giving, mercy and praying.

In this special occasion, I wish the Muslim Community in Australia
all the best of health, peace and prosperity.
Ramadan Kareem

Chris Bowen MP

Federal Member for McMahon

ety denr o3| (sllant| gt A . Ao MY | D339 301 (S i AD] 9B hiany pfi
A g A it 9 Armian| JuS L i) (o Aot Nt ¥ | A il (il (3 | Ll f 020 (2 r
M)J &I.é.d) F

Ot (i =S Lt
o omkidid! (80leSa daie gt

.
f " -
' - o
e . :

L _

. N

] _ 3 7B
2 -

=

L6 Lo Gty lanill Cidlnald 161951 (oA b 1l 0 a9 ebmuald (pparnbl! (10 ol 81 53 Ly ot
e Y19 Sudazl | pglt1g pgaeltlg dSIgatlg yhait | O)e g pallalf
.G yadlg Abesmtly Sagautt ASIAL HLATI aladg 5 3| Aued Autsd
i | (3 5 it 19 Finlit JId) gl
0418690009 : 331 91 0401440011 : Jag :m) Jhai O

45 Bryant St, Padstow, NSW 2211 - P O Box, 302, Padstow NSW 2211,

Ph: 02 9792 5988, Fax: 02 9792 5944, E: alan@stareast.com.au, Web: www.stareast.com.au
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Australian Federation Dar Al— |ftaa

of Islamic Councils

We pray te Alladv te beatow the
bleasingd oy Roumadowy e ol

Dr Rateb Jneid

AFIC National
Sharia Board

The Most Eminent

AFIC President Imam Abdul Quddoos Al Azhari

National Grand Mufti of Australia
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CUMBERLAND
CITY COUNCIL

ép
o'
Jo
ﬂ%

[ A
e
o o8
0z
&%'.}
[ %s

[ )
JL
o’e
JL

‘Ramadan

Mubarak

On behalf of Cumberland Council, | send
my warmest wishes to people of the Islamic faith
during the holy month of Ramadan.
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May this special time be celebrated with family and friends,
filled with peace, happiness, spiritual reflection and renewal.

Cumberland Council

. 87579000 | & council@cumberland.nsw.gov.au | @ www.cumberland.nsw.gov.au | [l Cumberland City Council Sydney

9 16 Memorial Avenue, PO Box 42, Merrylands NSW 2160.
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FAHD GITTANY RE-ELECTED FOR A SECOND TERM
TO LEAD THE AUSTRALIAN MARONITE COMMUNITY

NETWORK(AMCN) | Su | ‘_,.tg I asad

AMCNBOARD 702324
s Dt S T = . =N | I

The Australian Maronite Community Network (AMCN)
Sl ¥l Gig,kll geatll held its Annual General Meeting
on Monday evening, March 20 March 2023 at MLBC..

The meeting was an opportunity to present and dis-
cuss the latest developments on the Lebanese and
Australian arenas, in addition to discussing and evalu-
ating both political and economic issues paralyzing
Lebanon together with other matters relevant to our
Australian Maronite Community......

As AMCN is currenly celebrating its 1th anniversary
since it was formally registered with Fair Trading NSW,
it was appropriate to review and evaluate the excellent
performance and the good achievements of this pro-
active social organisation.

The Secretary-General had the pleasure of tabling
some of the activities conducted thus far by the AMCN
Board ranging from bringing people together to pro-
viding financial assistance both in Australia and Leba-
non.

For the sake of the many friends who are curious about
the success of such a small and relatively young or-
ganisation, and in line with our belief in transparency,
the AMCN ] ¥l ig,kll 20aill is pleased to publish
the following list and confirm that we were able to aid a
variety of needy people and institutions as follows:

AMCN Donations:

1. Lifehouse for cancer: $5000

2. Garvan Institute for cancer research: $5000

3. The needy in Lebanon via the Maronite Eparchy in
Sydney: $2000

4. Maronite-On-Mission: $5000

5. St Charbels Aged Care Centre:$17000

6. Lebanon Villages 1: $12000

1. Lebanon Villages 2: $8000

8. MTV Lebanon (Needy): $4600

9. Sister Rose>s Project: $8000

10. Maronite Catholic Society>s Appeal: $1000

11. Sesobel $500

12. Minsiyin Association in Lebanon: 300USD or 450
AUD

13. Voice of Charity-via Fr Maroun Moussa $2000

14. Father Boutros Ishaac towards building a church in
Alma Lebanon: $1000

15. Zgharta Hospital via Monsignor Istphan Frangieh
$5000

TOTAL: $76,550.00

And in an atmosphere distinguished by the usual prac-
tice of understanding and harmony, the electoral pro-
cess was conducted and the AMCN Board was duly
elected for a period of two years in accordance with the
AMCN constitution. The final result was as follows:

Chair: Fahd Gittany

Vice Chair. Ghassan Awit
Secretary-General: Raymond Abi-Arraj
Deputy Secretary-General: Jeanne Arraj
Treasurer: Clovis Batti

Deputy Treasurer:: George Hanna
Adviser: Tony B. Sleiman

Adviser: Tony Maroun

Adviser: Peter Wakim

At the conclusion of the meeting, the AMCN had the
pleasure of welcoming father Kozhaya from St Rafqa>s
Church who joined us for dinner. The dinner was par-
ticularly enjoyable in the presence of a knowledgeable
man-of-God loaded with spirituality, openness and
good sense of humour ....

Issued by the General Secretariat of the Australian Ma-
ronite Network | suad| 9 )l avandd

Raymond Abi-Arraj i

Sydney Australia
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Mark Latham ‘anti-trans’ speech: Arrests after clash outside Sydney church

The wild moment Chris-
tian protesters clashed
with LGBTQ activists in
southwest Sydney has
been caught on camera.
Hundreds of Christian
protesters have clashed
with LGBTQ activists out-
side a church where One
Nation NSW leader Mark
Latham was speaking.
The New South Wales
One Nation leader was
due to speak to about 500
people about “religious
freedom, parental rights,
school education” and
keeping LGBTQIA+ activ-
ism out of schools at the
event outside St Michael’s
Church in Belfield, Syd-
ney on Tuesday night.
Chaos unfolded after
about 15 members from
the Community Action for
Rainbow Rights arrived
for a “peaceful protest”.
Footage from the event
shows the moment a large
group of mostly men con-
fronted the activists.

In the clip police can be
seen trying to hold back
large crowds after swarms
of men are seen sprinting
from inside the church to-
wards the activists, where
they surround and yell at
them, one man screaming
“get the f+k back nhow”.

In a separate video an ac-
tivist is heard calling to
police “please get us out
of here”, shortly before a
woman is punched in the
back of the head.

The woman can be
screaming before falling
into another activist.
Community Action for
Rainbow Rights have
claimed the protest-
ers attacked them with
“glass bottles, rocks and
w fists”.

“Several people were
punched in the face mul-
tiple times and hit with
rocks and bottles as they
were surrounded by a
mob 30 times their size,”
they said in a post on so-
cial media.

“Before the event even
began hundreds of far
right protesters charged
out of the church and sur-

Activists say they were assaulted with ‘glass bottles, rocks and

.. fists’. Picture: Facebook.
rounded the small group

. and pelted them with
rocks, bottles and punch-
es as a small number of
police struggled to hold
them back.”

The group also claims
that individuals who had
convened to participate
in the “anti-Trans com-
munity meeting” followed
fleeing protesters in their
cars for blocks.

Mr Latham was also ac-
cused of doing “nothing
to stop the wave of vio-
lent attacks carried out in
his name”.

Police allege a number of

glass boitles and other
projectiles were thrown at
officers.

Police allege a male con-
stable suffered an injury
to his hand during the
fracas. He was taken to
Canterbury Hospital in a
stable condition.

A 38-year-old man was
also allegedly pushed to
the ground and assaulted,
according to police.
Additional police resourc-
es — including the Public
Order and Riot Squad
and Operational Support
Group attended, after
which the crowd began to

disperse.

Police  arrested  and
charged a 34-year-old
with encouraging the

commission of crimes
and arrested and charged
a 4A1-year-old man with
common assault.

The 34-year-old was given
conditional bail to appear
before Bankstown Local
Court on Tuesday April
11 while the 41-year-old
will appear before the
same court on Tuesday
May 30.

Mr Latham took to social
media after the event to
“thoroughly  condemn”
the violence, to criticise
police and to mock the
LGBTQIA+ protesters.

He accused police of
“join(ing) the cancel cul-
ture movement” instead
of protecting and defend-
ing the rights of election
candidates to “participate
freely in public meet-

NSW LABOR PLEDGES SUPPORT FOR IN-
DEPENDENT MULTICULTURAL MEDIA

An elected NSW Labor
Government will review
NSW government adver-
tising practices to ensure
the role of the indepen-
dent multicultural media
is elevated and support-
ed.

NSW Labor is commit-
ted to reinvigorating the
state’s multicultural me-
dia after 12 years of ne-
glect by the NSW Liber-
als.

First as treasurer and now
as Premier, Domonic Per-
rottet’s failure to support
the multicultural media
has left many organisa-
tions fighting for survival.

NSW Labor’s review will
include:

- Auditing how much
has been spent on multi-
cultural advertising and
where it was spent;

. Reducing the use
of consultants and other
‘intermediary’ agencies
to increase the share of
spend reaching local mul-
ticultural media;

- Encouraging direct ne-
gotiation with local multi-
cultural media as a way of
delivering better value to
taxpayers;

« Examining the benefits
of a procurement panel
for multicultural advertis-
ing expenditure;

» Reducing the reliance
on multinational social
media platforms in favour
of home-grown digital
media channels;

- Developing ways to sup-
portdigital transformation
and journalistic excel-
lence in the multicultural
media sector.

Quotes from Steve
Kamper, Shadow Minis-
ter for Multiculturalism

“Whether its print, radio,
broadcast or online, the
independent
tural media are a trusted
source of information for
our diverse community in
NSW.”

“But multicultural media
is under threat due to a

multicul-

lack of NSW Government
support. The NSW Liber-
als have been funnelling
money to multinational
platforms and media con-
sultants instead of work-
ing directly with home-
grown companies.”
“Domonic Perrottet’s
promise of 1.5 per cent
of government’s advertis-
ing turned out to be a lie
with many media compa-
nies seeing their advertis-
ing receipts going back-
wards.”

“Now a desperate Domi-
nic Perrottet says he will
make it 15 per cent. This
is an election sham - he
can’t meet his 1.5 per
cent target, let alone 15
per cent.”

“NSW Labor will deliver
a plan for a sustainable
multicultural media where
we work in partnership
to serve the different lan-
guage communities in
NSW.”

Media Contact. Matthew
Shaw (02) 9230 2310

ings”.

It was also revealed that
the Police commander ad-
vised him not to speak at
the event, with Mr Latham
going on to accuse him of
failing to ensure his safe
departure from the prem-
ises.

Mr Latham referred to the
group as “LGBTQ Alpha-
bet” and accused police
of facilitating “Rainbow
Fascism”.

“To not give my speech,

to go straight home,
would have allowed the
transgender  protesters
to cancel my free speech
and democratic rights as
an election candidate,
things that are sacred
to me and have been for
35 years in running elec-
tions, local, Federal and
State,” he said.

Mr Latham said he helped
disperse the crowd peace-
fully then “went home
without incident at all”.

Centrelink payments rise to
combat cost of living crisis

Millions of Australians are
about to receive a mas-
sive boost to their weekly
income in response to in-
tensifying cost of living
pressures.

More than 4.1 million Aus-
tralians will receive a cash
boost to their social secu-
rity payments to help them
cope with the soaring cost
of living from Monday.
Australian households
spent an average of 11.2
per cent more in Decem-
ber 2022 than in the same
month the previous year,
according to ABS figures.
The changes will come
into place on March 20.

A $37.50 per fortnight in-
crease will go to singles
receiving one of three pay-
ments including the Age
Pension, the Disability
Support Pension and the
Carer Payment.

The second largest in-
crease of $56.40 a fort-
night will go to couples on
the same three payments
or the equivalent of $28.20
per person in the couple.
The maximum fortnightly
rate of pension will in-
crease to $1064 for singles
and $1604 for couples,
inclusive of the Pension
Supplement and Energy
Supplement.

People over the age of 22
and without children who
receive the Single Job-
seeker payment or the
ABSTUDY payment will
receive a $21.40 per fort-
night increase.

This will bring their pay-
ments to $701.90 a fort-
night.

Each member of a couple

in receipt of Jobseeker or
ABSTUDY payments will
receive a cash boost of
$45 per fortnight, which
will bring each person’s
total payment to $639.10.
Social Services Minister
Amanda Rishworth said
the federal government is
doing what it can to sup-
port Australians who are
“feeling the pinch”.
“Australia’s social secu-
rity system exists to sup-
port our most vulnerable
citizens,” she said.

“We want more money in
the pockets of everyday
Australians so they can
better afford essentials.”
Single parents receiving
a Parenting Payment will
get an additional $33.90
a fortnight, with the rate
increasing to $967.90 in-
cluding the Pension Sup-
plement, Pharmaceutical
Allowance, and Energy
Supplement.

Single people without chil-
dren who receive Com-
monwealth Rent Assis-
tance can expect to see a
$5.60 increase to $157.20
per fortnight.

People with up to two
children will receive an in-
crease of $6.58 {0 $184.94
per fortnight towards rent
assistance.

Those with three or more
children can get a maxi-
mum of $208.74 per fort-
night, an increase of
$7.42.

Social security payments
are indexed twice every
year to keep pace with the
increasing cost of living.
They will be indexed again
on 20 September.
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School students in
East Hills will be given
the opportunity to fine
tune their financial lit-
eracy skills and learn
about ways to secure
their own future, in-
cluding through initia-
tives like the new Kids
Future Fund account,
under a plan from the
NSW Liberal and Na-
tionals Government.

Under this Liberal and
Nationals plan:

e The NSW Treasur-
er’s Financial Literacy
Challenge, launched in
2022 for students from
Kindergarten to Year
10, will be expanded to

NSW STUDENTS IN

EAS

THILLS TO GET A FINANCIAL LITERACY BOOST

55

:

am

De La Salle Captains, Wendy Lindsay MP, Premier and Sarh Mitchell

include Years 11 and
12 students under a
new partnership with
Chartered Accountants
Australia and New

Zealand.- Content for
Kindergarten to Year
10 students will also
be updated to ensure
students understand,

FUNDING BOOST TO HELP PROTECT SENIORS FROM SCAMS

Older people in East Hills
will be better protected
from scams, as part of
the Liberal and Nationals
Government’s compre-
hensive plan to support
seniors.

A re-elected Liberal and
Nationals = Government
will provide an additional
$2 million to double fund-
ing for the Tech Savvy
Seniors Program, with a
focus on boosting scam-
awareness and enhanc-
ing training for Service
NSW staff who interact
with older customers.
State Member for East
Hills Wendy Lindsay said
this plan will ensure that
local seniors will be more
resilient to online scams
and have better access to
government services.
“East Hills is home to
many seniors that have
spent their lives making
our community the strong
and vibrant place it is to-
day,” Ms Lindsay said.
“This package is about
ensuring local seniors
can continue living their
lives independently, con-
fidently and safely,” Ms
Lindsay said.

Minister for Multicultur-
alism and Minister for
Seniors Mark Coure said
the NSW Liberal and Na-

tionals Government is
committed to ensuring
that our older Australians
feel safe, protected, and
included.

“When our society chang-
es, we need to make sure
everyone, especially our
seniors, are not left be-
hind, and our plan will
ensure that doesn’t hap-
pen,” Mr Coure said.
“That is why we launched
the Tech Savvy Seniors
Program ten years ago,
and by expanding it we
will ensure more seniors
can access what they
need to stay active and
protected in our increas-
ingly digital world.”

The Tech Savvy Seniors
Program provides free
and low-cost classes to
seniors to help build their
skills and confidence
when engaging with the
digital world, and is part
of a raft of initiatives and
programs to help keep
seniors socially active,
safe and resilient.

The NSW Liberal and
Nationals Government’s
comprehensive plan to
support the growing num-
ber of seniors in NSW in-
cludes our:

- Seniors Card and Se-
niors Savers Card, which
give almost 1.9 million

older people in NSW ac-
cess to discounts at more
than 6,600 businesses,
travel, entertainment, and
professional services;

- Regional Seniors Travel
Card, a prepaid $250 card
which helps regional se-
niors with the cost of
travel,

- Gold Opal Card which
gives seniors in NSW un-
limited travel for no more
than $2.50 a day;

- NSW Seniors Energy
Rebate which is available
to self-funded retirees
to help cover the cost of
electricity, up to $200;
and,

- Dozens of savings mea-
sures that are available
through the Service NSW
Savings Finder Program,
including 61 rebates for
eligible pensioners and
39 rebates for eligible
self-funded retirees.

The number of seniors in
NSW is expected to grow
from 1.9 million today to
more than 2.4 million by
2031.

Seniors can go to the
NSW Savings Finder Pro-
gram hompage to find out
more on how they can
save.

MEDIA: Stephanie Le Bas
/9772 2774

and are able to make
the most of, financial
initiatives such as the
new Kids Future Fund
account.

State Member for East
Hills Wendy Lindsay
said that boosting fi-
nancial literacy skills of
students in East Hills
would help give them
a head start in secur-

ing their own financial
security.

“Years 11 and 12 stu-
dents often have casu-
al or part-time jobs and
are actively consider-
ing their next steps
after school — whether
that be university, vo-
cational education and
training or work.” Ms
Lindsay said.

“This initiative will en-
sure students in all
year groups obtain cru-
cial knowledge about
managing their money,
including taxes and su-
per, emerging technol-
ogy and financial cyber
security.”

“We will ensure stu-
dents across East Hills
have access to vital
skills so they can fu-
tureproof their financ-
es and have a head
start in life.”

“This is all about em-
powering our children
with the knowledge
they need to set them-
selves up financially
and ensuring they’re
able to make the
most of initiatives like
the new Kids Future
Fund.”

“This is important so
that they can make in-
formed financial deci-
sions based on their
own circumstances.”

Ms Lindsay said.
The Challenge will
remain online, self-

paced, and voluntary.
Students will be issued
with a certificate when
they have completed
the Challenge.

The expanded Chal-
lenge would be avail-
able for the 2024
school year.

MEDIA: Stephanie Le
Bas [9772 2774
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Rating based on last inspection including food temperature control, food handler hygiene,
cleaning and sanitation, pest control and food prepared in advance of service.

www.foodauthority.nsw.gov.au/scoresondoors
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@ NSW Food Authority. Certificate remains the property of issuing council and NSW Food Authori rity.
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Dip into the &B’ﬁo flavours
of the Medtterranean

See your local grocery store for our full range of dips & fihger foods

MONJAYMEZZA.COM.AU (02) 9632 7164
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