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Government secures deal to save election
promise ahead of looming deadline

A deal to save one of
Anthony Albanese’s key
election promises has
been struck, paving the
way for the government’s
signature climate policy
to become law.

After  threatening for
weeks to vote against La-
bor’s plans to strengthen
the safeguard mechanism,
the Greens on Monday
agreed to pass the Bill in
return for 13 amendments
— including a hard cap on
coal and gas emissions.
The deal stops short of
the minor party’s push
for the end of all new coal
and gas projects.

Labor’s safeguard mecha-
nism upgrade seeks to
ensure the country’s 215
biggest polluters are re-
ducing their emissions
each year — or buy carbon
credits if they fail to do
so.

It’'s a key component of
Labor’s plan to reduce
emissions by 43 per cent
by 2030.

The Greens say the
amendments they have
secured will ensure at
least half of the 116 fossil
fuel projects in the pipe-
line won’t go ahead.
Leader Adam Bandt said
the deal struck was a “big
hit” on coal and gas but
questioned why Labor
had been so difficult on
the matter.

“It’'s crystal clear Labor
wants to keep opening up
new coal and gas mines.
Now there is going to be
a fight for every new proj-
ect they want to open,” Mr
Bandt said.

“They have the power to
stop — if any new project
opens from here on in it
will be squarely on La-
bor’s shoulders.”

In addition to the hard
cap, the Greens have se-
cured a pollution trigger,
that would require the
Climate Change Minister
to test a new or expanded
project’s impact on the
hard cap and net carbon
budgets.

Mr Albanese said after a ‘wasted decade’, today was a great day. Picture:

The Greens secured 13 amendments to the Bill. Picture: NCA NewsWire | Gary Ramage

Mr Bandt also said the
amendments “derailed”
the Beetaloo and Barossa
gas projects, after secur-
ing all scope 1 emissions
from Beetaloo would need
to be net zero.

Mr Bandt said that would
be a “significant financial
barrier” to the future of
the project.

All new gas fields for LNG
exports will need to be
net-zero “from day one”.
Mr Albanese said after a
“wasted decade” under
the Coalition, today was
“a great day” for the envi-
ronment, for jobs, and for
manufacturing.

“The Safeguard Mecha-
nism is the vehicle to
achieve our commitment
for A3 per cent (emis-
sions) reduction by 2030.
This is a precondition for
our engagement in the
region and the world,” he
told reporters.

“We need to act on climate
change. We can’t afford to
engage in conflict in order
to try and get the perfect
outcome.”

Mr Albanese thanked the
Greens for being con-
structive, as both he and
Climate Change and Ener-
gy Minister Chris Bowen
reiterated the role gas has
to play in the transition to
a net-zero economy.

“We always said we’d be
happy to engage with the
crossbench on sugges-
tions and amendments
which were, one, in keep-
ing with our election man-
date and two, keeping
with our policy agenda,”
Mr Bowen said.

Mr Bandt and Mr Bowen
sought to alleviate con-
cerns that the hard cap on
gas emissions could drive
gas prices up further, or
risk a shorifall.

“The gas market, as has
been outlined by the
statement of gas oppor-
tunities recently, we rec-
ognise that,” Mr Bowen
said, making reference to
the risk that there could
be gas shortfalls if there
is not greater production
for domestic use.”

“That’'s why we resisted

and rejected calls to ban
new gas. This is interna-
tional best practice, it’s
quite appropriate.”

Just moments after the
Prime Minister concluded
his press conference, the
government fast-tracked
the legislation through the
lower house to allow the
Senate to vote on the Bill
before it rises on Thurs-
day.

Maverick independent
MP Bob Katter, who op-
posed the Bill, launched
a colourful tirade against
the proposal prior to the
final vote.

“It’s alright for everybody
in here and their $250,000
a year . there’s some
200,000 jobs in coal
mining in Australia and |
would sure like for some
of our so-called trade
union leaders in Australia
to stand up,” he yelled

“I seem to be one of the
few standing up.

“More than 200,000 Aus-
tralians are dependent on
this industry and you’re
just sacking them.”

ATO whistleblower Richard
Boyle will face a criminal trial

The man who blew the
whistle on intimidation
practices within the Aus-
tralian Taxation Office has
lost a bid to have a crimi-
nal trial thrown out.

A former Australian Taxa-
tion Office employee who
blew the whistle on the
“intimidation tactics” of
his employer during debt
collection will face a crim-
inal trial for speaking out.
On Monday, Richard
Boyle, 41, learned his fate
in the Adelaide District
Court, where Judge Liesl
Kudelka dismissed civil
action to have the crimi-
nal charges thrown out.
Mr Boyle, a former ATO
debt collector, had his Ed-
wardstown home raided in
April 2018 after express-
ing concerns about prac-
tices in the office, and tell-
ing ABC’s Four Corners
that staff in Adelaide had
been instructed to “start
issuing standard garnish-
ees on every case.”

He now faces 66 criminal
charges, including disclo-
sure of protected informa-
tion, monitoring private
conversations, and re-
cording personal informa-
tion.

Section 10 of the Public
Interest Disclosure Act
2013 states that an indi-
vidual who makes a pub-
lic interest disclosure is
“not subject to any civil,
criminal or administrative
liability (including disci-
plinary action) for making
the public interest disclo-
sure.”

However, Judge Kudelka
found that Mr Boyle would
not benefit from the sec-
tion.

“The applicant has made
a claim that he is immune
from any criminal liabil-
ity,” she said.

“I have found that he is
not protected by Section
10 of the Public Interest,
Disclosure Act 2013 from
criminal liability.”

On request from Com-
monwealth prosecutors,
Judge Kudelka sup-

pressed her judgment
reasons until Tuesday
afternoon, prohibiting
media from revealing the
grounds for her decision
until that time.

A criminal trial date has
been set for October this
year.

The Human Rights Law
Centre has called on
Attorney-General  Mark
Dreyfus KC to discon-
tinue Mr Boyle’s prosecu-
tion, with senior lawyer
Kieran Pender saying the
decision was a “major
blow for Australian de-
mocracy.”
“Whistleblowers should
be protected, not pros-
ecuted, and the Public
Interest Disclosure Act
(PID) was enacted to en-
sure just that,” Mr Pender
said.

“The court’s decision that
Boyle’s  whistleblowing
on wrongdoing within the
Australian Taxation Office
was not covered by the
PID Act shows that the
law is utterly broken.
“This prosecution, and
that of war crimes whis-
tleblower David McBride,
are unjust and undemo-
cratic.”

He said the decision high-
lights the need for law
reform to ensure protec-
tions for whistleblowers
are “real and don’t just
exist on paper.”

“The  Attorney-General
should prioritise compre-
hensive reform to the PID
Act and the establishment
of a whistleblower protec-
tion authority. Whistle-
blowers make Australia a
better place and our laws
need to reflect that.”
Among supporters out-
side court, former Demo-
crat politician Sandra
Kanck said the decision
was “simply incompre-
hensible.”

“This is a terrible deci-
sion,” she said.

“This is an injustice in
the making. This man
could end up in prison for
speaking the truth.”
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Victorian Premier Daniel An- °‘Not goodenough’. Sky News hosts slam
Daniel Andrews’ China trip

drews slammed over ‘unusual’

aspects of China trip

Trade Minister Tim Pallas will not be going to China.. Picture: NCA
NewsWirelDavid Geraghty

Victorian Premier Daniel
Andrews has been ac-
cused of lacking transpar-
ency about the details of
his upcoming “unusual”
trip to China this week.
The four-day visit will re-
portedly involve the Pre-
mier meeting with senior
officials from the Ministry
of Education and Beijing
government.

Mr Andrews is expected to
discuss trade and cultural
ties, and the return of Chi-
nese students to Victoria
after the lifting of border
closures initially brought
in during the pandemic.
However, he has been
criticised for staying
tight-lipped on the details
of the trip — specifically,
who he will be meeting
and when.

And, in a shift from usu-
al diplomatic practice,
he will not be joined by
journalists or by his Edu-
cation Minister Natalie
Hutchins or Trade Minis-
ter Tim Pallas.

Heidi Murphy, a reporter
for 9 News, told 3AW on
Monday morning this
was a “little unusual” for
those ministers to be left
out of the visit which, re-
portedly, involves “lots of
important meetings, but

none of them terribly pic-
ture friendly”.

“It’s interesting he’s de-
cided not to take the Ed-
ucation Minister or the
Trade Minister with him,”
she said.

“You’d think those couple
of individuals with re-
sponsibilities for those
portfolios — if that’s the
aim - that’s the thrust of
the mission, that they’d
be going as well.”
Murphy also said, while
this was not Mr Andrews’
first trip to China, it is
also “fairly regular” prac-
tice for a political figure
to take journalists along
to “make the trip worth-
while, to sell the message
back home”.

But, she said, this trip
“came completely out of
the blue” when it was an-
nounced on Sunday.

Mr Andrews has visited
China on seven occa-
sions — once in 2015,
2016, 2017, 2018, and
twice in 2019 —and on his
last, signed a framework
agreement with China’s
controversial Belt and
Road initiative.

That initiative was dis-
solved by the Morrison
government under new
laws that allowed the

Commonwealth to cancel
deals between states and
foreign powers.

This will be Mr Andrews’
first trip since the deal
was torn up, but Murphy
said the Premier con-
firmed he will not address
that initiative on this trip.
This visit will also be the
first by any Australian
politician since the AU-
KUS defence deal was
signed — which was wide-
ly panned by Beijing offi-
cials.

The Victorian Liberal op-
position has also come
out swinging against the
visit, with Caulfield MP
David Southwick calling
for greater transparency
from Mr Andrews.

“I think all Victorians
would want to know who
Daniel Andrews is meet-
ing. What’s the intention
of the trip? And what’s the
benefit to Victorians? ” he
said, 9 News reports.
Ross Stevenson and Rus-
sel Howcroft from 3AW
echoed the call for trans-
parency, asking whether
the public should be en-
titled to see the Premier’s
diary to know who he is
visiting.

“Well, | would have
thought so, yes,” Murphy
replied.

“We don’t know who he’s
meeting. We hope to find
out who he does meet.
Normally you have photo-
graphs of these things ..
We don’t know who they
are.

“There are obviously calls
for much greater trans-
parency around it.”

On Sunday, Mr Andrews
batted away criticism
about the trip’s short no-
tice, saying they “don’t
have plans that are fi-
nalised a week ago or a
month ago”.

“You do the planning and
then you make an an-
nouncement when it is
appropriate to do so,” he
said.
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Daniel Andrews is in China on a four-day trip.

Premier Daniel Andrews
appeared on the TV chan-
nel where he made some
claims about China and
Australia’s relationship.
Victorian Premier Daniel
Andrews’ closely guard-
ed trip to China has been
slammed by Sky News
hosts for its lack of trans-
parency.
Peter Stefanovic and
Laura Jayes, who pres-
ent First Edition and
AM Agenda, made the
comments on Tuesday
morning as Mr Andrews
touched down in Beijing
for the four-day trip.
No Australian media were
invited on the trip and
will only be informed of
the Premier’s movements
through a daily update.
“That’'s not for him to
decide and he should not
get away with this at all,”
Jayes said.
“A free and open fair me-
dia is a central tenet to
democracy.
“And when you are deal-
ing with China and you
are not taking media
along .. that is not good
enough.”
Jayes said the lack of

transparency was a “re-
ally concerning” twist in
Mr Andrews’ relationship
with the Victorian media.
“It’'s an arrogance isn’t
it? ” Stefanovic said.

“It’'s more than that Pete,
it’s really concerning and
quite dangerous | reck-
on,” Jayes replied.

Mr Andrews appeared
on Hong Kong channel
Phoenix TV on Tuesday
morning and told view-
ers the “Chinese story is
absolutely central to the
Victorian story”.

“You can’t imagine a
modern Victoria without
the Chinese influence,”
Mr Andrews said.

Mr Andrews said that de-
spite tension in recent
years, the two countries’
relationship had the po-
tential to grow again.
“Good friends can dis-
agree. True friends do
not disrespect, though,
and that’s always the ap-
proach that I've taken.
You can have an honest
dialogue but it needs to
be a respectful dialogue,”
he said.

“We think the relation-
ship and partnership with
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China is very, very impor-
tant to Victoria, and very
important to Australia as
well.”

Mr Andrews is expected to
discuss trade and cultural
ties and the return of Chi-
nese students to Victoria
after pandemic-induced
border closures.

It will mark the first visit
by a state leader since the
pandemic began.

The Premier will also trav-
el to Jiangsu and Sichuan
to meet with key senior
officials from Victoria’s
sister states.

The trip will be Mr An-
drews’ seventh to China
since becoming premier,
with previous visits held
in 2015, 2016, 2017,
2018 and two in 2019.
During his last visit in Oc-
tober 2019, the Victorian
Premier signed a frame-

work agreement with
China’s controversial Belt
and Road initiative.

It was later made null and
void by the Morrison gov-
ernment under new laws
that allowed the Common-
wealth to cancel deals be-
tween states and foreign
powers.
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Labor falls behind in key seats as hopes
of majority government fade

The Minns government’s
hopes of forming a ma-
jority have faded as NSW
Labor fell behind in the
count for several crucial
seats, reinforcing the role
a historically large cross-
bench will play in the par-
liament.

Labor was ahead in 46
seats late on Tuesday, in-
cluding the electorate of
Ryde where it has a slen-
der lead, but the newly
elected government is
trailing in a handful of
electorates that it will
need if it is to pass legis-
lation without the support
of the crossbench. A total
of A7 seats is needed for
a majority.

As the count walked back
Saturday’s early calls of
a majority Labor govern-
ment after 12 years in
the political wilderness,
Premier Chris Minns said
he was still confident of
landing 46 or 41 seats,
insisting no deals had
been made with the in-
coming crossbench.

“We have had fruitful dis-
cussions with the cross-
bench, consistent with
the principle that we took
to the election that we
wouldn’t be horse-trading
on policy deals,” he said.
“There hasn’t been and
that’s consistent with my
promise at the election.”
The northern beaches
seat of Pittwater was
called for the Liberals’
Rory Amon late on Tues-
day, taking out teal con-
tender Jacqui Scruby.
None of the four teal can-
didates running in north
shore Sydney seats were
successful.

The race in Goulburn re-
mains neck-and-neck be-
tween the major parties,
with the Liberals ahead by
368 votes. About three-
quarters of the votes in
the electorate have been
counted. Meanwhile, in
the south-west Sydney
seat of Holsworthy Liber-
al candidate Tina Ayyad
has extended her lead to

Minority government looms for the new Premier of NSW, Chris Minns.CREDIT:KATE GERAGHTY

526 votes, up from 340
late on Monday.
Liberal-turned-indepen-
dent Gareth Ward pulled
ahead of Labor’s Katelin
Mclnerney in the elector-
ate of Kiama during the
vote count, leading by
615 votes.

Ward has a strong chance
of winning the South
Coast seat, despite fac-
ing historical sexual as-
sault charges to which
he pleaded not guilty in
court on Tuesday. How-
ever, Minns said he was
hopeful Mcinerney will be
elected.

Despite initial big swings
to Labor in the elec-
torates of Terrigal and
Miranda, Liberal incum-
bents Adam Crouch and
Eleni Petinos have since
gained the lead.

Petinos, a former minis-
ter dumped over bullying
allegations she denies,
led in Miranda by 532
on a two-candidate pre-
ferred basis, putting her
on track for re-election.
In Terrigal, Crouch was
ahead by just 240 votes.
However, in Ryde the Lib-
erals remain behind, with
Labor leading by 234
votes.

Shortly before midday,
the Herald called the
southern Sydney seat of
Oatley for the Liberals,
with incumbent Liberal
MP Mark Coure taking a
winning lead over Labor
candidate Ash Ambi-

haipahar.
Labor fiercely targeted
the seat with extensive
campaign resources and
high-profile visits, but
Coure said the commu-
nity had spoken in favour
of Liberal representation
for the electorate.
“Labor threw everything
at this campaign. We had
Anthony Albanese twice
in the electorate, his part-
ner [Jodie Haydon] twice.
Labor’s campaign bus
started in my electorate
and Labor and the unions
were everywhere,” the
outgoing minister said.
“But hard work pays off.
We attained, we bucked
the trend and got an ex-
tremely good result.”
While Labor may fall
short of the required AT
seats for a majority, influ-
ential independent MPs
Alex Greenwich, Greg
Piper and Joe McGirr on
Monday said they would
guarantee confidence
and supply if needed.
The new all-female NSW
Greens say they were not
beaten to the punch by
the trio of independents,
saying they had strong
grounds to continue pur-
suing the Greens’ agenda
on rental reforms, cash-
less gaming and climate
action.
“It’s not a winner takes all
in this parliament. What
we’re looking at here is a
historically large cross-
bench,” said re-elected

member for Newtown
Jenny Leong.

She said any change in
numbers over the next
four years could see a
“considerable mix up in
the power balance.”
About two-thirds of the
statewide vote has now
been counted following
Saturday’s poll, which
delivered a thumping loss
to the Liberal Party and
triggered the resignation
of Dominic Perrottet as
leader and Matt Kean as
his deputy.

The Coalition has gone
from holding 46 seats to
31, with five still too close
to call late Tuesday.
Former attorney-general
Mark Speakman, ex-
planning minister Antho-
ny Roberts and former
sports minister Alister
Henskens remain the
most likely contenders to
be opposition leader.
While party insiders say
no moves to elect a new
leader will be made until
the final votes are count-
ed, the Member for Bad-
gerys Creek Tanya Da-
vies has put her hand up
for the deputy leadership
of the party.

In a statement on social
media, the MP — one of
the few remaining Liber-
als in Sydney’s west —
said she could offer “the
leadership and represen-
tation that the people of
western Sydney and NSW
more broadly demand.”

Greens say they will push Labor harder on
climate after safeguard mechanism deal

Anthony Albanese is fac-
ing at least two show-
downs in parliament as
the Greens vow to keep
fighting on a key political
issue after striking a deal
with Labor.

Greens leader Adam
Bandt has vowed to go
harder in his fight against
fossil fuels after securing
amendments to the safe-
guard mechanism.

Mr Bandt addressed an
online “town hall” forum
on Tuesday night where
he declared the minor
party would use its bal-
ance of power position in
the Senate to force Labor
back to the negotiating
table on future environ-
mental legislation.

He also repeated his claim
the Greens’ changes to
Labor’s key climate poli-
cy would stop half of the
116 new fossil fuel devel-
opments in the pipeline
across the country.

The government and in-
dustry have rejected the
Greens’ claim the deal it
struck with Labor to place
a hard cap on emissions
in exchange for support-
ing the government’s
proposal to strengthen
the safeguard mecha-
nism would stop many of
the coal and gas projects
from going ahead.

But Mr Bandt told sup-
porters who tuned into
the virtual meeting the
minor party had man-
aged to “deliver a huge
blow” to fossil fuels and
declared he would keep
pressuring the Albanese
government on the issue.
“We’ve now got a fight
on our hands,” Mr Bandt
said.

“And what we’re going to
do is fight them in the par-
liament and push to keep
changing the laws to stop
Labor opening any of the
new coal and gas proj-
ects because that is what
the science requires.”
Buoyed by his success
in getting Labor to com-
promise on the safeguard
mechanism, Mr Bandt

outlined his priorities for
this year in parliament on
Tuesday night.

He said the Greens would
fight against any fossil
fuel subsidies included
in the May federal budget
and renew pressure on
the government to install
a “climate trigger” as part
of its sweeping reforms
planned for federal envi-
ronmental law.

The government could
face a challenge in get-
ting its proposed chang-
es to the Environment
Protection and Biodiver-
sity Conservation (EPBC)
Act through parliament
without the trigger, which
would require the minis-
ter to consider the effect
of major developments
on climate change.

Labor had to negotiate
with the — which has a
mandate to stop open-
ing any new coal and gas
projects — and the cross-
bench on its safeguard
mechanism upgrade be-
cause it didn’t have the
support of the Coalition.
Under Labor’s proposed
upgrade to the Coali-
tion-era cap and trade
scheme, Australia’s 215
biggest polluters would
be required to reduce
their emissions by 4.9
per cent every year, in-
cluding through the pur-
chase of carbon offsets if
required.

The amendments se-
cured by the Greens in
exchange for their sup-
port mean heavy emit-
ters will need to ensure
their gross emissions
fall over time and any
new projects covered by
the scheme will need to
comply with international
best standards.

The safeguard mecha-
nism upgrade is expect-
ed to pass parliament
this week, with debate on
the legislation expected
to run until 12am on
Wednesday in the upper
house as Coalition sena-
tors voice their opposi-
tion.
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