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Worship Leader
L]
Basima

A life testimony of the
singe:;?asima previously, to
a worship leader that
glorifies her creator

30 APRIL

Tony Franjyeh

Alife testlmony for brother
Tony Frangleh from a pervert
and a stray to a missionary and
a founder of groups a splrltual

SUNDAY ‘ @ 6:30 P

11:30 AM (GMT)

Holroyd Merrylands centre
Merrylands 2160 Next door
to Merrylands library
Miler road 11-17

For more info, contact brother Sayed Chalhoub
FROM LEBANON : +61 404 040 2150

FROM AUSTRALIA:

404 040 215
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Indeed, he is the Son of God

We learned a lot about the secret
of the divine incarnation after
long and in-depth studies in the
Holy Book, in which we found the
great treasure for us and for all
nations, the words of truth, light
and knowledge.

In order to guarantee us eternal
life, and the glorious resurrec-
tion, which is the pinnacle of our
aspired hope, because history
bears witness and the historians
who testified to the life of the
Lord Christ, the blessed and holy
life, and the unique and great
achievement that the Lord made
and completed everything for us,
without breaking anything of the
commandments in His path all
the way to To the wood of the
cross, which dazzled the world
with everything new that had
never happened before. He was
speaking with nature, with the
waters of the seas, with the rag-
ing storms, with the dead people.
He was commanding diseases to
come out of people and granting
them healing, and he was bring-
ing out demons and evil spirits
from within human souls. The
poor, he taught a separate teach-
ing about love, truth and peace,
he defied the gravity of the earth
and the heavenly horizon and as-
cended himself and his body to
heaven in the glorified body. His
birth was the largest miraculous
historical event that has no equal
in the history of the world and the
universe. The wood of the cross,
and his speech is a parable of
love, and a path to righteous-
ness, piety, tenderness, com-
passion, values, morals, truth,
peace, wisdom, and sacrifice,
because all of these qualities
that he possesses are wonderful,
impeccable, and blessed quali-
ties, unsurpassed and unparal-
leled, because they dazzled the
world and human minds in their
actions, giving, teaching, and
fruits, so that they believe. with
everything he did for them, And
from the greatness of his honest
and high-level actions, because
in their content holiness, power,
might, forgiveness, forgiveness,
healing, and eternal life, which is
the only hope, he performed won-
ders and miracles that are count-
less without anything in return.
Something he has, and for every
person who believes in him and
his holy words and teachings,
which are free from defects, be-
cause they are the constant truth
and the blessed work achieved
by the loving, holy Lord, who is

able to raise all the dead with one
word, so we have to believe in
him, prostrate to him and obey
him, and that all creatures incar-
nate for him. And all nations and
peoples of the earth without ex-
cluding any one of the people, the
whole world was ignorant of who
he is and what his ability, work
and blessed sacrifice are. And
his good teachings and the depth
of all his goals, alone, none other
than the Holy Lord, because to-
day through social communica-
tion, which has achieved for us
the great success of spreading
the good news, and as soon as
possible, because it is the only
means for educational and mis-
sionary work in order for them
to reach the goal so that they
hear, learn, teach and believe in
the work of redemption and free
salvation that he provided Our

Lord Jesus Christ, this is the de-
sired goal for the good news on
television and satellite channels,
so that they come to His sover-
eignty, the Lord and the histori-
cal miracle who died and rose
from the dead, for the salvation
of all mankind from the net of the
evil Satan, because in these days
what we hear about in The good
news, which we see on television,
is that every day millions of peo-
ple come to the Lord and believe
in Him from many other sects in
the world, in order to obtain His
salvation, forgiveness, interces-
sion, and righteousness, and fol-
low His teachings, purpose, and
holy life.

This is the annual historical sea-
son in which we celebrate the
Sovereignty of our Lord, the Holy
and Righteous, and to remem-
ber his beautiful life, his blessed
words, and the greatness of his
sermons that are important to us.
He commented on the stick of the
cross at that difficult moment, na-
ture got angry, the earth shook,
the color of the sky changed,
and voices trembled in the four
corners of the universe in an un-
precedented way, and strange
things happened that had not
happened before, storms blew,
the color of the sun changed, the
veil of the temple was torn, and
everything changed in a blink of
an eye, until they said All those
who crucified Him, truly the Son
of God, hallelujah to you, my liv-
ing and loving master, the victo-
rious Lord over the world, who
forced your enemies to believe in
you, and what is the meaning and
purpose of the work of redemp-

tion that you achieved for us on
the cross, what a strange and
strange secret, in your birth, life
and death And your glorious res-
urrection, what a great and for-
midable marvel of the universe,
and what a surprise it is to the
world, resurrection and life for
humans, greatness, victory, pride
and indescribable joy, which God
prepared for us in His incarna-
tion and divine appearance be-
fore mankind, You alone are the
Lord and the Savior, O firstborn
of those who rise from the dead,
All thanks and praise be to You,
O Lord, because salvation and
blessing are from You and You,
and to every human being on the
face of the earth, who accepts
You and believes in You, and
in Your death, resurrection and
blessed intercession. The curse
of Satan, so that we may become
before him holy offerings, righ-
teous and without blemish, in ad-
vance and offering us before the
holy throne of God,

On this feast, that is, the blessed
Easter, in which hearts rejoice,
and this unique and blessed
memory for the whole world,
which gives us strength and
tyranny in faith and hope in the
resurrection and life, we ask the
Almighty, Compassionate and
Loving Lord to rain upon you all
good and glorious blessings, and
to return to you, and to keep you
in all A year and you are safe,
with all your children, children
and grandchildren, and every
memory and you are a thousand
good, and we also ask him for the
sake of all dear loved ones and
friends, that in this memory and
this blessed feast, that all your
days remain feasts, joys and plea-
sures, full of His generous grace,
and rejoicing in it And with him,
in your holy salvation, far from
deplorable illnesses and cruel
pains, death and sorrows, and all
evil temptations, all thanks and
praise be to you, O Lord, Most
Holy Lord, Amen Christ has truly
risen.

Written by Nowfal Hanna Nowfal,
Sydney, Australia
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RBA should not target debt or house

prices: review panel

The Reserve Bank should
not use interest rates to
target the housing market
or address fears about
the high debts held by
Australians, panel mem-
bers who reviewed the in-
stitution have said, argu-
ing it could cause broader
damage to the economy.
The panel members,
whose report into the Re-
serve Bank has paved the
way for the largest over-
haul of the bank in a gen-
eration, said any changes
to the way the RBA used
interest rates to rein in in-
flation could be reviewed
by a future investigation.
Treasurer Jim Chalmers
has committed to the re-
view’s 51 recommenda-
tions, released last week,
that include the creation of
a separate monetary poli-
cy committee that will set
interest rates, fewer RBA
board meetings and the
use of press conferences
by the bank’s governor to
explain decisions.

The review panel, made
up of international mon-
etary policy expert Caro-
lyn Wilkins, who sits on
the Bank of England’s
financial policy commit-
tee, the interim director
of the Crawford School
at the Australian National
University, Renee Fry-
McKibbin, and the secre-
tary for public sector re-
form Gordon de Brouwer,
examined the Reserve’s
decision-making during
recent economic events.
Between 2016 and 2019,
the bank held official in-
terest rates steady despite
unemployment  remain-
ing above 5 per cent and
inflation staying below
its 2 to 3 per cent target
band. The RBA expressed
concern at the time that a
cut in interest rates could
destabilise the financial
system, largely because
of Australian households’
high level of debt caused
by large mortgages.
Fry-McKibbin, appear-
ing with her fellow panel
members at an event or-

RBA reviewers Carolyn Wilkins, Renee Fry-McKibbin and Gordon de Brouwer said the bank should not use
interest rates to target house prices or high levels of debt.

ganised by the Commit-
tee for the Economic De-
velopment of Australia,
said on Monday the worry
about financial stability
had confused monetary
policy settings in that pe-
riod.

“The jump in household
indebtedness was one of
the things about mone-
tary policy in the 2016-19
period — [the bank] was
concerned about finan-
cial stability coming from
household indebtedness,
and there was a lot of
confusion around that,”
she said.

“So ourrecommendations
[are] basically saying that
if the RBA is concerned
about financial stabil-
ity for that reason, then
they need to tell APRA
[the Australian Prudential
Regulation Authority] and
the Council of Financial
Regulators need formal
advice so that they can
work together on how to
best address those is-
sues.”

Wilkins said monetary
policy was unlikely to be
the best way to deal with
high levels of indebted-
ness.

“The first line of defence
is going to be micro- and
macro-prudential regula-
tion, not monetary policy,
which a lot of evidence
shows that’s less effec-
tive than these others and
in fact can be very cost-
ly in terms of jobs and

growth,” she said.
According to de Brouwer,

there were risks of un-
intended consequences

afflicting the economy
if interest rates targeted
housing-related debt.

“It may be a fiscal or reg-
ulatory or another policy
that’s actually most rel-
evant to housing prices
or to indebtedness,” he
said.

Both Fry-McKibbin and
de Brouwer revealed that
they had initially believed
the Reserve Bank board
should continue to set
interest rates, but their
opinions changed during
the panel process.

Ahead of the panel’s re-
port, some critics were
worried it might recom-
mend a change to the Re-
serve’s inflation target. It
did not make that sugges-
tion, but did recommend
reviews of the RBA every
five years

“We have opened a door

for reviews of frameworks
and other elements of
monetary policy on a reg-
ular framework. Someone
needs to sit down and put
the evidence together if
they think that there is
a better alternative and
maybe present that to the
next review,” she said.
Chalmers gets the all-
clear to overhaul the RBA,
Lowe signals he would
serve again

According to de Brouwer,
the current inflation target
might be an advantage to
the Reserve Bank if in-
flation around the world
proved more difficult to
bring down.

“Also if we’re in a slightly
higher inflation world, it’s
going to be harder for
central banks to get back
to a two number or two to
three,” he said.

Statue vandalised during Anzac Day Dawn Service

Police are investigating
after a commemorative
statue was vandalised with
red handprints and insults
while an Anzac Day Dawn
Service took place nearby.
A statue of a former NSW
governor has been vanda-
lised with fake-blood hand-
prints and the words “mass
murderer” during the Anzac
Day Dawn Service.

NSW Police confirmed they
are investigating the defac-
ing in Windsor in Sydney’s
northwest.

Hawkesbury district RSL
sub branch President, Paul
Hibbins, told news.com.au it
was first reported to him by
a local as an attack on the
nearby war memorial which
he spent several hours set-
ting up.

“Then, when | got down
there, it wasn’t our war me-
morial but it was the Gov-
ernor Macquarie memorial
across the road,” he said.
“It was horrible”.

The statue at McQuade Park
commemorates Major Gen-
eral Lachlan Macquarie, a
British Army officer who
served as Governor of New
South Wales from 1810 to
1821.

When Mr Hibbins got to
the crime scene, he said
he was shocked to see the
monument completely de-
faced with the words “here
stands a mass murderer
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The statue was defaced Tuesday morning. Picture: FacebookiHawkesbury District independent Magazine

who ordered genocide”
scribbled in red writing.

He said he believed the van-
dalism was sparked by a Fa-
cebook post made roughly
18hrs before the Anzac
Dawn Service which called
General Macquarie a “mur-
derer” for “killing hundreds
of Aboriginal People”.

Mr Hibbins said the act “de-
fies logic”.

“We should learn from his-
tory, not try and deface
these (statues),” he said.
“And as far as we can gath-
er it happened during the
dawn service. The guy who
posted it on Facebook was
walking home from service
and the paint was still wet
.« I think (those responsible)
should be held account-
able”.

In a statement, NSW Police

said they are investigating
an act of vandalism on a
statue in a park on George
Street, Windsor.

Asked whether the damage
was repairable, Mr Hibbins
said a graffitiremovalist was
working on it this morning
but given it was oil-based
paint in sandstone, he was
unsure whether it could be
entirely removed.

NSW Police was also seen
at the site this morning.
“About 1.30am today, a
member of the public spot-
ted graffiti on the monu-
ment,” a police statement
read.

“Officers from Hawkesbury
Police Area Command were
notified and commenced
an investigation. Initial in-
quiries suggest the act of
vandalism may have been

committed between 6am
and Tam today”.

“Any witnesses or anyone
with CCTV, Dashcam foot-
age or information is urged
to contact Crime Stoppers
on 1800 333 000.”

Photos of the defaced
statue were posted by the
Hawkesbury District inde-
pendent Magazine on Tues-
day, with the message:
“PUBLIC SERVICE AN-
NOUNCEMENT: This hap-
pened s the Windsor Dawn
Service. Please if anyone
saw anything, please con-
tact the police”.

In NSW, vandalism is pun-
ishable by up to five years
imprisonment, which rises
to 10 years where the de-
struction or damage was
caused by fire or explo-
sives.
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China hits back after Australia un- ‘Trap’: Huge money mistake costing
veils major review of Defence Force

Beijing has hit back after
Australia unveiled plans
for a $19bn, once in a
generation overhaul of
its Defence Force.
Beijing has returned fire
after Australia unveiled
plans to overhaul its
armed forces, accusing
its southern neighbour
of hyping up a “China
threat” as an excuse to
expand its military.

In its first response af-
ter the federal govern-
ment released a declas-
sified version of a once
in a generation review of
the Australian Defence
Force, Beijing said its
own military build-up
had been purely “defen-
sive in nature”.

Chinese foreign ministry
spokeswoman Mao Ning
said the Asian super-
power was committed
to peace and stability
in both the Asia-Pacific
and “the wider world”.
“We do not pose a chal-
lenge to any country,”
she told reporters on
Monday.

“We hope certain coun-
tries will not use China
as an excuse for military
build-up and will refrain
from hyping up the ‘Chi-
na threat’ narrative.”
The government’s De-
fence Strategic Review
identified China’s un-
precedented military
expansion as one of the
main reasons Austra-
lia needed to pursue a
$19bn revamp of its own
armed forces.

“China’s military build-
up is now the largest and
most ambitious of any
country since the end of
the WWII,” the document
says.

“This build-up is occur-
ring without transpar-
ency or reassurance to
the Indo-Pacific region
of China’s strategic in-
tent.”

The independent review,
led by former chief of
defence Sir Angus Hous-

China has hit back after Prime Minister Anthony Albanese released
plans for a major overhaul of the Australian Defence Force. Picture:
NCA NewsWire | Martin Ollman

ton and former defence
minister Stephen Smith,
urged Australia to pre-
pare its Defence Force
for a possible conflict
between China and the
United States.

It named “intense” Chi-
na-US competition as
the “defining feature” of
our region and our time,
saying major power
competition had the po-
tential to threaten Aus-
tralia’s interests includ-
ing through conflict

But the report also not-
ed a stable relationship
between Australia and
China was in the inter-
ests of both countries
and the broader region.
“Australia will continue
to co-operate with China
where we can, disagree
where we must, manage
our differences wisely,
and, above all else, en-
gage in and vigorously
pursue our own national
interest,” it said.

The Albanese govern-
ment has been working
hard to repair relations
with China, our largest
trading partner, in an ef-
fort to have Beijing re-
move sanctions on Aus-
tralian goods worth an
estimated $20bn a year.
Defence Minister Richard
Marles and Prime Minis-
ter Anthony Albanese
did not mention China in
their lengthy press con-
ference unveiling the
Defence Strategic Re-
view in Canberra.

Asked directly about

China later on Monday,
Mr Marles insisted Bei-
jing’s military expansion
wasn’t the only reason
for Australia’s security
shake-up.

“That is part of the
landscape in which we
live and it forms part
of the assessment that
we make about what
we need to do to make
ourselves self reliant in
our strategic posture,”
he told ABC’s 1.30 pro-
gram.

“But it’s far from the only
factor here. And fun-
damentally, what we’re
about is providing for
the collective security of
our region.”

Defence will have six
new priorities — develop-
ing Australia’s nuclear
powered submarine ca-
pability and longer range
strike capacity, speeding
up the integration of new
technologies into the
military, workforce re-
tention and recruitment,
and improving strategic
co-operation within the
Indo-Pacific.

The government has
said the response to the
strategic review will cost
$19bn over the next four
years, which includes
the $9bn in spending
already announced to
fund the AUKUS nucle-
ar-powered submarines.
About $7.8 bn of that will
come from savings made
through the gutting, de-
laying or cancelling of a
number of projects.

Australians $2.5 trillion revealed

A huge 54 per cent of Aus-
tralians are ignoring this
huge opportunity to make
extra money — and it’s cost-
ing them millions.
Everyone knows you need
to invest if you want to get
ahead. But so many Austra-
lians still don’t invest, with
recent statistics showing
that 54 per cent of Austra-
lians have no investments
outside of their compulsory
super fund andior family
home.

At the same time, increas-
ingly we have larger finan-
cial and lifestyle goals that
require serious wealth to be
able to achieve. This equa-
tion just doesn’t work.
Ultimately, the main thing
that holds people back from
getting results and making
progress is taking action.
You want to invest, but
there are too many options
and too much information,
it’'s hard to know where to
start, all the options are
confusing and you don’t
want to make a mistake —
so you end up doing noth-
ing ..

When this happens, you
miss out on the opportunity
to get your money working
harder and get more out of
what you have today — what
I refer to as the ‘inaction
trap’. This is costly at any
time, but today the cost
is as high as it’s been in
years.

Since the end of 2022, over
three months the value of
US tech stocks in the Nas-
daq index have increased
by 15.83 per cent (a stag-
gering $2.569 trillion USD),
delivering upside for inves-
tors.

The key to success with
your money is simple — if
you want to get results, you
need to take action. But
simple doesn’t necessarily
mean easy.

That being said, there are
some key things you can
do to put yourself in the
best position to take con-
fident action sooner — and
ultimately start getting the
results you want with your
money faster.

The first part of any solid ac-
tion plan is where you con-
firm the move you’re about

to make is the best one for
you. The reality is that there
are a lot of different ways to
be right with your money,
but there’s only one right
next move for you.

Buy shares, buy property,
pay down debt, boost your
super, and the list goes
on .. These are all ‘good’
things you can do that will
make you money.

The key to making the best
move for you is to focus
on your bigger goals and
targets. Once you’re clear
on what you’re aiming for,
you should choose the next
step that will help you make
the most progress toward
your target in the shortest
amount of time.

Once you’re clearer on your
next step, you need to build
your knowledge. This step
is crucial to give you the
confidence to take action,
and to overcome the fear
you might be headed for a
costly mistake.

An important part of this
stage is focusing on any
risks or downsides that
come with the money move
you’re considering. There’s
risk in everything; buying
shares has risks, as does
property and super, and
even saving money in a
bank account has some se-
rious risks.

Risk can’t be eliminated
altogether, but it can be re-
duced and managed - but
you have to understand
where your risk is coming
from first

Most people know that if
you’re considering doing
something with your mon-
ey, that you should take the
time to make sure it fits in
with all the other things go-
ing on in your financial and
non-financial world. But it’s
in the application of this
principle that most people
fall down.

When people look at how a
money tactic or investment
fits in with their finances,
they often first look in
terms of their situation to-
day. This is important, but
it’s only part of the picture.
Bigger financial and in-
vestment decisions around
shares, super, or buying
property will impact your

position not only today
but for years into the fu-
ture. This means that to
effectively assess how
well something will actu-
ally work for you, you need
to look ahead at how this
move will fit today and in
the years ahead.

It's great to have great
money ideas, but if you
want results you have to
take action. Once you’re
clear on what you want to
do, map out every single
action step that’s needed
to make it happen.

This becomes your check-
list to follow to turn your
ideas into outcomes, and
gives you an easy guide
to follow to get the results
you’re looking for.

Because we’re time poor,
and because money is
something that’s important
but not urgent, it’s easy for
money to get pushed down
our to-do list for a tomor-
row that never seems to
come around.

If this happens, you create
an opportunity cost today
that will compound every
year forever. If you want
to get on the front foot
with your money (and stay
there) you’ll need to dedi-
cate a small amount of time
to keeping things moving
forward.

Set up a recurring calendar
appointment with yourself
or with your partner to fo-
cus on your financial next
steps, celebrate the prog-
ress you’ve made, and ad-
dress any issues before
they turn into problems.
This will help you avoid
the inaction trap and keep
things moving forward.

The wrap

When you have time on
your side, making small
money moves consistently
over time will drive serious
results. But it won’t just
happen on its own.

So many people get pumped
up with great money ideas,
but ideas without action are
meaningless, and definitely
won’t get you to where you
want to be. If you want to
put yourself in a position to
take confident action soon-
er, you need a system that
works.
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Lidia Thorpe says her father ‘threw me under the
bus’ after he called her ‘racist’ in TV interview

Firebrand Senator Lidia
Thorpe says her father
“threw her under the bus”
when he called her “very
racist” on national televi-
sion.

Senator Lidia Thorpe has
accused her father of
throwing her “under the
bus” in the wake of his
TV interview last week, in
which he claimed she was
“very racist against white
people”.

Ms Thorpe spoke to activ-
ist Tom Tanuki in a lengthy
interview posted on You-
Tube yesterday, which
covered several of her re-
cent controversies from a
sympathetic angle.

“When | pay attention to
the things you say, | am
never left in any doubt as
to exactly what your poli-
tics are. | always get an ex-
tremely firm sense of your
perspective,” Mr Tanuki
told the independent sena-
tor, who quit the Greens
back in February over
disagreements on the pro-
posed Indigenous voice to
parliament.

“Your actions, even pro-
test actions, marry up
with your words. More
than most politicians, let’s
face it. You are ostensibly
bulls++ free, in that you
mean what you say and
you will take actions to
show that you mean it.”
“And that’s always got me
into trouble,” Ms Thorpe
interjected.

“Because I'm a straight
shooter, straight talker, I've
got nothing to hide, and
people struggle with that.
And they want me to con-
form to what? What do you
want me to be like? Do you
want me to be like Pauline
Hanson, do you want me to
be like Jacinta Price? You
know, what’s a good model
politician that you want me
to be like?

“Obviously being myself is
hard for people to under-
stand. I'm a good person.
I have a beautiful relation-
ship, | have beautiful chil-
dren. And my dad’s been

Lidia Thorpe speaking to Tom Tanuki. Picture: Tom TanukilYouTube

texting me all morning, tell-
ing me he loves me, even
though he threw me under
the bus on Andrew Bolt.

“So, you know, we all
have our own lives and
our own complications,
but I'm a loving person,
and I’'m genuinely wanting
to bring this country to-
gether. Working class con-
servatives and the left, on
a journey towards peace
and healing.”

Ms Thorpe’s father, Roy
lllingworth, spoke to Sky
News Australia host An-
drew Bolt on Thursday
night and publicly criti-
cised her, saying he was

“disappointed” by her
abandoning her English
and Irish roots.

“The way I see it, the way
she is and the way she’s
changed over the years,
she’s a very racist person
against white people,” he
said.

“She doesn’tacknowledge
any of her white side. I'm
a bit disappointed in the
way she’s been carrying
on lately.

“Because after all, she
does have English back-
ground as well as Irish,
the convict side.

“She’s never, ever men-
tioned me in her speech-
es, never mentioned any-
thing about a white father,
which disappointed me a
little bit.”

Mr lllingworth said he’d
fallen out with his daugh-
ter and had no contact
with her children, though

she did still ring him on
his birthday and Father’s
Day.

“She’s said a lot of bad
and evil things to me over
the years,” he claimed.
“We still love each other
and, at the end of the day,
she’s still my daughter.”
In his telling, Ms Thorpe
became politicised in her
late teens and “turned
racist”. But Mr Illingworth
did acknowledge she was
a “strong woman”.

Ms Thorpe has been at the
centre of multiple conten-
tious incidents, the most
recent being when she
was involved in a heated
altercation with a group of
men outside a Melbourne
strip club at 3am.

In footage of the profan-
ity-laced  confrontation,
Ms Thorpe could be heard
taunting the men, one of
whom called her a racist
dog, and saying one had a
“small penis”.

She said she had not
started the exchange and
was responding to harass-
ment.

Ms Thorpe further ad-
dressed the incident dur-
ing her conversation with
Mr Tanuki.

“When | said that person
had a little d*k, it was for
the reason that you waited
for us to walk out of the
door and then, you had all
your mates around you,
and then you had a go at
me,” she said.

“I mean, don’t call yourself
a man or a bigshot stand-

ing outside the door if you
can basically wait and plan
to have a go at a black
senator who was spend-
ing money in the club, but
also having some really
beautiful  conversations
and yarns.

“What has been portrayed
is blatantly wrong, and it’s
also exemplary of how this
country deals with people
like me, whether I'm a
senator or not. I'm a black
woman, and look at how
black women are treated
in this country.”

Mr Tanuki asked Ms Thor-
pe why she thought the
“Australian political media

establishment” was “so
concerned with policing
your rudeness? ”’

“I think different elements
of the political spectrum
have different reasons,”

she replied.
“If you look at the right-
wing media, they’re

scared. They’re becoming
the minority, and they’ve
not had to deal with truth
in the way that’s being put
in their face every day.

“In terms of the progres-
sives, they’ve all got their
hands on their heart and
they’re feeling really good
about the voice, it appeas-
es their white guilt, makes
them feel like they’ve done
something for us.

“Even though they won’t
pay the rent, or force
the government to stop
deaths in custody, or stop
child removal, or give us
our rights.”

Anthony Albanese quizzed on by
Rhys Nicholson on The Weekly

Anthony Albanese has
faced some tough ques-
tions while sitting down
with comedian Rhys Nich-
olson.

Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese says he has
been invited by US Presi-
dent Joe Biden to the
United States for a “bilat-
eral visit” as Mr Albanese
confirms he will..
Anthony Albanese has
tried to show he can still
have fun despite the se-
rious job of being Prime
Minister.

He appeared Charlie Pick-
ering’s The Week program
on the ABC, subjecting
himself to the This Is Ap-
parently Your Life seg-
ment with comedian Rhys
Nicholson.

Nicholson started by mak-
ing fun of his propensity
to talk about growing up
in government housing.
“It was a council house
in Camperdown. My mum
lived there her whole life.
Did you know | was the
son of a single mum?”
a good natured Mr Alba-
nese played along.

And when it came to
prime ministers “having
the charisma” sucked out
of them, he said “it comes
over a period of time”.
“But I'm doing this show,”
he said, contrasting it
with more serious inter-
view with Sarah Fergus
on 1.30, to prove his cha-
risma.

Nicholson also tried to pin
him on the rental crisis.

Protesters clash over drag
story time event at Melbourne
council meeting

Hundreds of people flood-
ed a council meeting over
a planned drag queen sto-
ry time event, with police
called to attend.

Shocking footage has cap-
tured the moment a Mel-
bourne council meeting
erupted into chaos over
a drag queen story-time
event.

Hundreds of protesters
flooded a City of Monash
council meeting ahead of
discussions over a chil-
dren’s story time event
scheduled to be hosted at
a local library next month.
Police officers were used
to control the clashing pro-
testers after members of
the anti-drag camp started
yelling abuse at the pro-
drag and LGBTIQA+ com-
munity supporters.
Monash resident Gregory
Storer said he felt safe un-
til protesters from the anti-
drag camp started yelling
and banging on a glass
wall.

“The vile language and
rhetoric being used was
offensive and quite intimi-
dating,” he said.

Mr Storer and his husband
Michael Barnett moved
from the gallery to stand
between police officers in

the hope they would be
more safe.
Mr Storer said he asked the
council about their safe
children policy and when
he returned to his seat he
claimed he was met with
more verbal abuse from
the crowd.
“I heard people calling me
a ‘f+got’, ‘groomer’ and
‘pedo’,” he said.
Mr Barnett filmed the meet-
ing and captured some of
the wild scenes as pro-
testers screamed across
the room.

“It was tense from the
outset,” he said.
“The standout moment
was when police had to es-
cort councillors to safety
due to the hostility of the
anti-LGBTIQ+ protesters.”
Controversial senator
Ralph Babet was report-
edly in attendance at the
meeting after he invited
his followers to join him
at the protest on his Fa-
cebook page earlier that
morning.
Police were aware of the
protest and proactively
attended; however, they
were not prepared for the
number of people in atten-
dance.
No arrests were made.
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