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LEBANESE BREAKFAST
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2/ 165 - 167 Wattle Street, Mt Lewis NSW - : 9791 1321
M: 0414 22 55 77 Email: tony.mtlewispizzeria@gmail.com
Check out our Prices on our Page on Facebook Mount Lewis Pizzeria
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SERVICING SYDNEY

VP Professional Cleaning Service offers professional affordable
cleaning services for office, workplace, and home unit cleaning.

Extensive experience. No job too big or too small. You will not be
disappointed. For a free quote feel free to call Ph: 0424524164
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LU CORP

Carpentry Es Constructlon

All aspects of Building & Carpentry:

- New homes

- Timber Framing
- Renovations

- Granny flats

- Extentions

- Pergolas
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19 609 b | JHd! e (ilngdl) slale Mg
L&D b9 (Pergolas) «idiliuwlls Granny Flats

0455 166 777 :@d | e il = |l

Email: luxcorp@outiook.com.au
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than they were,” he said.

“I tell you, there will be a lot
of people out there listening
to this or watching this now
who are feeling worse off
than they were a year ago
and this is not a budget that
will alleviate that situation.”
Australian Council of So-
cial Service chief executive
Cassandra Goldie agreed
the jobseeker increase isn’t
enough and said the pay-
ment will keep people in
poverty.

Greens  Senator  Penny
Allman-Payne hasn’t held
back on her thoughts on the
budget surplus in a brutal
tweet.

She said “every dollar of
budget surplus is a dollar
not spent on lifting people
out of poverty” and a sur-
plus doesn’t “help anyone”.
Greens leader Adam Bandt
has also called for the Aus-
tralian government to help
out the most vulnerable and
said welfare measures are
not fuelling inflation.

“Giving people who are do-
ing it tough a bit of extra
money so that you can put
a banana in your kid’s lunch
box is not what is driving in-
flation,” he told the ABC.

“If the government really
wants to take inflation, tack-
le rising power bills, tackle
rising rent — look at the mas-
sive profits the banks and
these big corporations are
making off the back of peo-
ple’s pain.”

He said the $4 billion sur-
plus should be helping with
the cost of living crisis.
“Under Labor, people are
sleeping in their cars and
tents but the budget is in
surplus,” he added.

Shadow finance Minister,
Jane Hume, has warned
the expenditure side of the
budget could be hijacked by
“the great thief in the night”
— stubborn inflation which
remains dangerously high.
“What we are afraid of now
is that the expenditure side
of the budget is not under
control.

What we want to see — the
real test for Jim Chalmers
— is not delivering a one-off
surplus, but as a sustained
surplus into the future,” she
told ABC’s Afternoon Brief-
ing.

“Because that is the way
that you can grow the econ-
omy and also rein in infla-

tion which is the great thief
in the night right now — erod-
ing people savings, eroding
their purchasing power and
reducing the standard of liv-
ing.
“That needs to be the num-
ber one priority of this gov-
ernment bringing inflation
back under control.”
‘Money-grubbing imbe-
ciles’: Economist’s spray
UNSW economist Gigi Fos-
ter has rubbished sugges-
tions that the government
can hand out $14.6 billion
in cost-of-living relief while
also driving down inflation.
Speaking to 2GB’s Ben
Fordham, Professor Foster
said Treasurer Jim Chalm-
ers was “between a rock
and a hard place” but ar-
gued it was “insulting to
Australians” to simply offer
them cash handouts to stop
complaining.
“People are feeling the pinch
and they do want cost-of-liv-
ing relief,” she said.
“He’s basically putting out
messages that are going to
win votes right now — you’re
going to get a handout on
electricity, a handout on
childcare. How is that not
going to be inflationary?
“Only if the government
manages to rein in enough
spending elsewhere. He’s
made these vague indica-
tions that he’s going to re-
prioritise across the other
line items .. does that mean
they’re going to say for ex-
ample, | don’t know, let half
of government employees
go? It’s really not an easy
thing to claim.”
She noted that “if you give
$10,000 extra for every aged
care worker .. then those
people are going to have
more money to spend and
presumably they‘re going to
be spending it”.
But she added that the root
of the cost-of-living crisis
was the Covid lockdowns
and billions of dollars in
handouts, saying it was
“disingenuous for there to
be no admission that the
current economic woes lie at
the feet of successive Com-
monwealth governments”.
“This inflationary problem is
not something we couldn’t
predict three years ago,”
she said.
“The whole reason we have
it is because of government
actions. This is the number
one reason why we have

inflationary situation
now, and to be told at this
moment, ‘Oh, | know you’re
suffering, here’s some more
money’, | mean, it’s insulting
to Australians. What are we,
money-grubbing imbeciles?
Is that what the government
really thinks? ”

Politicians from the Opposi-
tion are rolling out stories of
family’s facing huge hard-
ships from the cost of liv-
ing crisis in Question Time,
which is “crippling” Aussie
families.

The LNP MP for Fisher, An-
drew Wallace, talks a hus-
band and wife with three
kids from his Sunshine
Coast electorate who are
working five jobs between
them seven days a week to
make ends meet.

Mr Albanese said the govern-
ment was targeting wages,
which included $11 billion
that will be in tonight’s bud-
get for people in the aged
care sector and Australians
who “work damn hard”.
“They do it tough to put food
on the table for their families
and to aspire to a better life
for their kids,” he said.

“One of the things that you
can do, of course, to improve
people ‘s situation is to get
wages moving again.”
Meanwhile LNP MP for
Flinders, Zoe McKenzie said
a family with a $750,000
mortgage is now paying
$1723 more every month
compared to May 2022
“because this government
hasn’t taken any action to
reduce inflation”.

But Mr Albanese hit back
and said interest rates sit at
3.85 per cent compared to
6.75 per cent when Opposi-
tion leader Peter Dutton was
assistant treasurer.

The Prime Minister has told
parliament the federal bud-
get to be announced tonight
will be “about helping peo-
ple struggling to make ends
meet while not adding to in-
flation”.

“It will be about providing
affordable, effective and
targeted cost of living re-
lief, delivering historic in-
vestments in Medicare and
health, supporting vulnera-
ble Australians, growing the
economy and strengthening
the budget to make our fi-
nances more secure for the
future,” he said.

‘A budget for the rich’

The government’s budget

has been slammed by the
The National Union of Stu-
dents (NSU) as a “slap in
the face” for students and
the poor.

It has held protests outside
of Parliament House and
called for student debt to be
wiped and changing the age
of independence from 22 to
18.

“So that’s when you’re con-
sidered independent from
your parents, and it’s a bit
weird, because when you’re
18 you can drink, you can
drive, you can legally be ar-
rested, you’'re basically con-
sidered an adult except for
Centrelink. So over 450,000
students are locked out
from Youth Allowance and
Austudy payments because
of the age of independence,”
said President of the Nation-
al Union of Students, Bailey
Riley.

The NSU said there has been
a failure to address student
poverty, with NUS national
education officer Xavier
Dupe calling for JobSeeker
payment to be hiked to $88 a
day and for rent assistance
to be raised by 50 per cent.
“Labor’s budget is a slap in
the face for students and the
poor. It’s a budget for the
rich,” he said.

“When it comes to address-
ing poverty, the government
claims it ‘can’t fund every
good idea’. But clearly Labor
are happy to grant $243 bil-
lion in tax cuts for the rich.”
Mr Dupe was particularly
critical of the increasing
spend on military funding
and cutting taxes for the
rich, while students struggle
with the cost of living crisis.
“Students are already hit
hard by the cost of living
crisis and HECS indexation
means that students are
also being saddled with a
lifetime of debt,” he said.
“Students won'’t just stand
by while Labor screws over
ordinary people. We're go-
ing to fight this budget on
the streets across Austra-
lia.”

Budget puts women ‘front
and centre’

Finance Minister Katy Gal-
lagher says the budget puts
women “front and centre”.
“You’ll be hard pressed to
find a budget that does as
much heavy lifting in the in-
terests of women’s equality
than this budget, building
on October,” she told re-

porters.
“The PM, the Treasurer, my-
self, we said women would
be front and centre of our
budget decisions and I think
you’ll see that tonight.”
The Treasurer agreed that
“it's a great budget, a great
women’s budget statement
— always want to give that
a plug”.
“Month and months of work,
a lot of collective effort in
this and | think it’'s going
to be a really responsible
budget and it does the right
thing by people in the here
and now but it also invests
in the future,” he said.
‘Where is the plan’ for
115,000 migrants?
Shadow Immigration Minis-
ter Dan Tehan has clashed
with ABC Radio host Patri-
cia Karvelas over immigra-
tion numbers.
The RN Breakfast host was
grilling Mr Tehan — who has
criticised Labor for bringing
in 115,000 new migrants
— pointing to analysis by
economist Chris Richard-
son that without migration
Australia would currently be
in a recession.
Cost-of-living relief ‘broad-
er
The Treasurer held a press
conference in Canberra ear-
lier to tout his “responsible
budget which helps people
doing it tough and sets Aus-
tralia up for the future”.
“It’'s carefully calibrated to
address cost-of-living pres-
sures in our communities,
rather than add to them,” he
said.
“It’s a budget in Labor’s best
traditions but also Austra-
lia’s best traditions — help
for the vulnerable, broad-
ening and extending more
opportunities, and investing
in the future of our coun-
try and its people. In dollar
terms, it will show the big-
gest budget turnaround on
record, as a consequence of
our responsible economic
management.”
Mr Chalmers wouldn’t go
into specifics but said the
cost-of-living relief revealed
tonight would be “broader
than what has been specu-
lated on”.
“It has a number of ele-
ments,” he said.
“It won’t all be limited by age
orother distinctions. There’s
help for the most vulnerable
but also for middle Australia
as we get through these dif-

ficult times together and lay
the foundation for a much
better future.”

‘Not long* $500 handout
slammed
A Balmain small business
owner has warned that
“everybody is really wor-
ried” about the state of the
economy, saying she is un-
impressed with the reported
$500 power price relief in
the budget.
Salon owner Deborah Brad-
shaw told Nine’s Today the
skyrocketing costs includ-
ing energy and rent were
making it “tough” and that
$500 would last “not long”.
“I have had the business for
15 years,” she said.
“Even during Covid, | kind
of felt we were getting relief
and some help. We kind of
felt we were all in it together.
This time | don’t. | have not
been this concerned about
mine and all the small busi-
nesses around me for a very
long time .. Seeing busi-
nesses close down is fright-
ening.”
‘Risk’ cash splash will drive
inflation
Shadow treasurer Angus
Taylor has stressed the
need for responsible cost-
of-living relief that doesn’t
add to inflation.
Speaking on ABC Radio,
Mr Taylor was asked if the
Coalition would support La-
bor’s $14.6 billion cost-of-
living package.
“Well, economists  will
consistently say that cash
splashes not the way to ad-
dress inflationary pressures
and in fact, if you have cash
splashes if you have hand-
outs, then the risk is that
you’ve got a lot of people
paying for others handouts,
and that's the real risk we
have right now,” he said.
Albo reveals surplus prior-
ity
Prime Minister Anthony Al-
banese appeared on ABC
Radio Sydney this morning
to discuss the budget.
While he wouldn’t confirm
reports of a $4 billion sur-
plus, he said “we’ve got to
pay down debt” when asked
what the government would
do with it.
“We, of course, haven’t con-
firmed what’s in the budget
. but we inherited a trillion
dollars of debt, and what
that means is that the inter-
est rate bill goes up on pay-
ing,” he said.
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Treasurer reveals biggest surprise of federal budget

Prime Minister Anthony Al-
banese and Treasurer Jim
Chalmers handed down
their second on Tuesday to-
night, with Labor delivering
the country’s first surplus in
15 years.

The turnaround has been
driven by high commodity
prices, a strong jobs market
and skyrocketing immigra-
tion.

But the budget is expected
to quickly return to the red
due to increasing costs of
welfare payments, the NDIS
and aged care.

The Treasurer rose in the
House of Representatives
and delivered his budget
speech at 1.30pm.

Follow below for updates.
The budget winners re-
vealed including Medicare,
renters and jobseekers
Treasurer Jim Chalmers has
revealed the “centrepiece of
this budget” is tripling the
Medicare bulk billing incen-
tive — delivering a $3.5 bil-
lion boost that will help GPs
provide free consultations
to around 11.6 million eli-
gible Australians.

“All of this will help take
pressure off our public hos-
pitals and emergency de-
partments, still feeling the
strain of a once-in-a-century
pandemic and it will ensure
that, for millions of people,
the quality of your health-
care is guaranteed — not by
your credit card but by your
Medicare card,” he said.
There has also been a $40
per fortnight increase or
$2.85 a day for JobSeek-
er recipients as well as
those on Youth Allowance,
Austudy and other income
support payments.

“Helping to deliver a much-
needed $4.9 billion boost in
support to around 1.1 mil-
lion Australians looking for
work, studying or doing ap-
prenticeships,” he said.
More than 52,000 Austra-
lians aged 55 and over will
benefit from the extension
of the eligibility of a higher
rate in the JobSeeker pay-
ment.

From September those who
have been on the welfare
payment for nine or more
continuous months will re-
ceive an extra $90 per fort-
night. This was previously

only offered to those aged
60 and over.

“We’re going further to help
the single biggest group of
Australians on JobSeeker —
those aged 55 and over. Un-
til now, people aged 60 and
over and on payments for a
long time have received a
higher rate in recognition of
the additional barriers that
they face finding work. But
the truth is, is gets more dif-
ficult earlier than that,” Mr
Chalmers said.

“The majority of people
aged 55 and over on Job-
Seeker are women, many
with little to know savings
or superannuation and who
are at risk of homelessness.
So tonight, we’re extending
the extra support for those
aged 60 and over to include
Australians 55 and over.”
The government is also
increasing the maximum
rates of Commonwealth
rent assistance by 15 per
cent, providing up to $31
extra a fortnight for people
renting in the private mar-
ket and community hous-
ing. Mr Chalmers said it was
the largest increase in 30
years.

The government are also de-
livering up to $3 billion in di-
rect energy bill relief for eli-
gible households and small
businesses, co-funded with
the states and territories.
This means more than five
million households will be
eligible for up to $500 de-
ducted from their power
bills in the next financial
year.

Mr Chalmers also an-
nounced almost $590 mil-
lion would be tipped into
the national plan to end vio-
lence against women and
children.

As already announced,
the single parenting pay-
ment will now be available
to single parents until their
youngest child turns 14
rather than eight, providing
57,000 families with an ex-
tra $176.90 per fortnight.
There’s also $2 billion in-
vestment in a new hydro-
gen head start program,
“so Australia can be a world
leader in producing an ex-
porting hydrogen power,
while reducing our emis-
sions in heavy industry here

at home”.

“The government is making
the biggest ever investment
in Australia’s energy trans-
formation. This budget allo-
cates $4 billion to realising
our future as a renewable
energy superpower, bring-
ing the government’s total
investment to more than
$40 billion,” he said.

“This includes part of our
$15 billion national recon-
struction fund to support
the development of green
industries, manufacturing
and more, and a new capac-
ity investment scheme that
will unlock over $10 billion
of investment in firmed-
up renewable energy proj-
ects up and down our east
coast.”

Funding worth $1.9 billion
for First Nations health,
housing, education, employ-
ment and other essential
services and $250 million
for a new Central Australia
package to improve safety
and provide more oppor-
tunities for more people in
their communities was also
revealed.

A new Powering Australia
industry growth centre to
help Australians business-
es manufacture renewable
technologies will also be
funded, plus $286 million of
investment in the creative
sector, Chalmers said.

The government will also be
investing $1 billion to help
provide low-cost loans for
double glazing and solar
panels and other improve-
ments that will make homes
easier and cheaper to keep
cool in summer and warm in
winter, Mr Chalmers said.
Small businesses with a
turnover of up to $50 million
will be eligible for a $20,000
tax break if they invest in
energy efficiency upgrades.
More training will also be
funded with $3.7 billion al-
located for a revamped five-
year national skills agree-
ment with the states and
territories and 300,000 fee-
free TAFE places to train
Australians in critical and
emerging sectors.

Mr Chalmers heralded the
budget as one that deliv-
ers “historic investments
in Medicare and the care
economy, making it easier

and cheaper for Australians
to see their doctor”.

“It broadens opportunity by
breaking down the barriers
of disadvantage and exclu-
sion,” he said.

“It lays the foundations
for growth by embracing
clean energy and investing
in value-adding industries,
people, skills, technology
and small business. And
it strengthens the budget,
with a surplus forecast for
this year with less debt and
smaller deficits compared
with recent budgets.”

He said the budget strikes a
balance between spending
restraint to keep the pres-
sure off inflation, “while
doing what we can to help
people struggling to make
ends meet”.

“We’ve also found $11.8 bil-
lion in savings and redirect-
ed spending — $40 billion
over two budgets,” he said.
“We’ve limited annual real
spending growth to just 0.6
per cent over five years. Be-
cause our first two budgets
made such a firm commit-
ment to responsibility and
restraint, we are now fore-
casting a small surplus in
2022/23, which would be
the first in 15 years.”
Budget Calculator
Exclusive, independent
modelling based on analy-
sis by PwC for News Corp
Australia, reveals how the
Budget affects you over the
next two years

However, he warned that
outside of the pandemic
and the global financial cri-
sis, the next two years are
expected to be the weakest
for global growth in over
two decades and this will
affect Australia.

“Our economic growth is
expected to slow from three
and a quarter per cent this
year to 1.5 per cent next
year before recovering to
2.25 per cent the one after,”
he said.

“Despite this, our economy
will continue to create jobs
and unemployment is ex-
pected to remain low by his-
torical standards — 4.25 per
cent in 2023/24 and 4.5 per
cent the year after.”

He forecast a $13.9 billion
budget deficit in 2023/2024
and lower deficits across

Jim Chalmers and Anthony Albanese. Picture: Martin Ollman/NCA News-
Wire

the forward years compared
to recent budgets, leading
to a $125.9 billion improve-
ment in the budget over five
years.
Mr Chalmers has been
grilled on the ABC about
whether the budget will
push up inflation further as
it injects more than $20 bil-
lion into the economy just in
the next year.
“The restraint we’ve shown
and the investments in the
supplied side of the econo-
my and the way we’ve tar-
geted and staged our cost
of living package is because
inflation is the biggest chal-
lenge in our economy,” he
said.
“This budget has been care-
fully calibrated and carefully
designed to take the pres-
sure off the cost of living,
not add to inflation.”
‘Betrayal of the people’
The government’s budget
has been slammed by The
Greens leader Adam Bandt
who accused Labor of “leav-
ing millions in poverty while
the wealthy and big corpo-
rations win big”
“Labor’s second Budget is a
betrayal of people who were
promised that no one would
be left behind,” he said.
“Budgets are about choices.
Labor is choosing a surplus
over supporting people who
were counting on them.”
He said right now millions
of people are living in pov-
erty.
“Queues at foodbanks are
growing, people are being
forced to the brink of home-
lessness by skyrocketing
rents, and many are forced
to choose between paying
the bills and putting food on
the table,” he added.
Homelessness Australia
CEO Kate Colvin said the
increase in the base rate

of JobSeeker, Youth Al-
lowance and Austudy was
welcome but will be quickly
eclipsed by further rental in-
creases.

“The increase to income
support payments means
more desperately needed
dollars will be in the hands
of renters struggling to
make ends meet. Every dol-
lar helps. But unfortunately,
many recipients will still be
treading water and more
rent rises are expected. The
truth is, the housing crisis
and pressure on homeless-
ness services will contin-
ue,” she said.

“An opportunity was missed
to invest in a rapid rehous-
ing fund to acquire proper-
ties that could be almost im-
mediately made available to
homeless families.

“While the Budget includes
a financial surplus, it has
left a social deficit of unre-
solved homelessness that
will create hardship for
families and financial costs
to the community in future
years.”

National Union of Students
president Bailey Riley also
hit out at the decisions
made in the budget and said
young people would be left
extremely disappointed.

He said the increases to
Jobseeker and youth allow-
ance, plus rent assistance
were just “crumbs” and that
young people on the pay-
ments were still “living far
below the poverty line” and
were “being left to fend for
themselves”.

Shadow treasurer Angus
Taylor told the ABC said the
budget had failed to “take
pressure off inflation”.

“A typical family with three
kids will be $25,000 worse
off a year under this budget

—_—
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