the middie east

EQALD

Established 1996

@SS
oy Juaddl o
ockasdly 6 !

ESELMe Y
o Jlai¥l 2

gt 0 0@,41220
o o 505555
< dois I ug o  J 9,
3“4)-” U'LG Edito.;' in Chi’ei:Antonios Bourizk $fg()elso M'M' ‘ﬁ @m|

0412 224 604

Pl il @S sla

Cot J=S o
Melbourne: 10 Kurai Ave, Reservoir, VIC 3073
VAN E Saadl - Y Y sl Y Cadl

Serving the Arabic and Middle Eastern Communities in Australia since 1996

e-mail: info@meherald.com.au www.meherald.com.au/myherald

Sydney: POBox 422, Guildford NSW 2161, Tel:(02) 9788 0313
Saturday 20 May 2023, Issue No.1114

Follow us on n; The Middle East Herald
;,ng&,mm@@ug,mz,smmgswmmw 1 6 i :ilgd o I & e g

d.u.ﬂﬁ,.ug O bt | Dbl | ey @ ‘,.uga..\.g.m 4 M
#9aud! 3, ‘}wy!‘,ﬁaw‘ RERAET MMW‘J)’@JJ«-\J‘
‘,‘,.’,.»so‘,w,mmm,mm@u,wmm‘Mt

A jell Cagedall &..;L..u.ll
Lol d.|94 (ol z_:».al

abially Sl Jlgel i
Lpugus oo plid Blgag

W Jgi o Lisa ¥
il Lualdll 1Sk

oA gowi Loaie Ay
OJS_L)LLIJ(JQFLAA."

ot e cilwwbey  coelpall giaa Gl Gl oulnlll SLAAIN J9Al Gl gge dale il
Ly sbheiwilg 8ilaill  Adiws o8 5 aed dwlew &8s SLAS ,g.q,.nj doall 0 Lo calel
. L dsslag dmpell Jeall &ibiag dadjang dalleg (Alalll sLASL daljllg
VVddadl ple &l ggaglly dujall Joall  plaiall lojped el o gelill  18a
& ¢ s o 4w9.ub
O 1990 (il (¥ ) el ¥ Igudd 3927y I
- " - e ) ¢ailal
(e i) 10 | ) gk 19 ) g | bl Al 1S
ol . S, 0 0 . e . s 205 0
QMH}N‘,\GQMWJVM 03‘0"""’)'" (Jie guag olasll 1S
sLasll gl Ka
J.MJ u\.ﬂ.’ Jlu'ﬂ u.u.m M)Sﬁ' QS-U Y el el all alaally
iy il LA (5 ey LSy olwdll poe Jlie el L] st diS pge lglas
o Lig,ag 8,uS &l S odly pYSI el LeWs 51 ogaw wil I byall Js p2y o
o0 Ligay s da p e UL, ol 9 ol culrsal
05l Al Jsly bl b Llee podge B Jeas a el Slaaaitly
A8 884 laal 18 A culS Ll ghd HIS 3 cAliall gl ci“ ‘-:*“id‘um‘-“*“t
Jessdl Gl laliy (A Gslall Gsall el el ol 88 fully A8 : = ; g S ?
ol b ahBg 0ol sl (plid  pas cbles YA A GIGY Lo ) "oeu:u' Sl by 3kl 0dd 9Sdg .. J.p)-" g ol oAk paddl M}u Al
bl T losayy ol Liseay gy ol Eld la Lo | Opeed gl @il plid 2 sLaSL S &l mls bl plal 188 loba el 1S&
;LAA.H ole» ail 6l)3 A Lle Jealgioll poaall  casy aiin @l o850l (A1 d.-A‘A.n Gllwdly  Giaall  <LaBllg  dsle u.ng)g\ll dagildll e duigildll  Glaal  daesn ud)
ol ol @ deeSally eyl By huwbuall  dagSall Jaaii Lad Ligg | il ol b bl o Gleg dalh e Al G G Ally Gl dygaiall gilaglly Gl
A dgull 8800 lgddiy  iel pae» ol I _.A.l9 T P PN Grwbiadl 8030l 030 & (5529 .\9\ dualdll c\.u.:l) Lilae  ccuoplug caclu  wa g9ea Jol g8, «5'-‘-“
Yy oden AL, Fn EAxll Jes da 6\ Erai b s masgly | plall e disellly dauwlall d.;sg.u)l)ﬂ.”«_\).\mlum dss dall Al (B deghy pu)l A dda Al
dallay ()9S ,o.q,:!_q ul L‘,l i Akl Lissw»  ailh cigu Al ol Gia Y44y glda «o).gL- pShlb» gl Mlﬁ." 139 §ie A lows dal cllay LEls
ol ﬁ"’“ cllg @S ‘Q_Q)_.l 9\ ain Wl galaill dylae e 8,08 ablhd | daal ol Ggem Liewn Y9 2 el Ly clly &8 dL..cl den  lagg  awldll 133 8ymn e

Gyl (yge dale dualdll»
Lywdi e &Ié.s.ll sle
Lyalahual o Lyaie
sLABI 8 (0 Laliheig

8.@ é.nﬂ;.u" c_ld‘)l Lo-ls

\ Y dniall o deddll

ail 9‘ ol Hgsn
gagy Jeblly il a8
R Y W | aal Z:‘g~‘| G
a1 G
CnRi» ul 6‘)9 c«,@,.nl
oAby ol dpas oSk

348 yliuald 3«.\?9‘3 AW (PR [
ble VY wiled dad A patf deddly

6S Linell dan Hlas I

spll il Jeay

o pell do8ll A )ALm _.ssua wdl )L..u

\ Y dnall le aeddll

AUTHENTIC
LEBANESE BREAKFAST

O St | i GO (e
Mt \ ¢ I - orlua 0 I
O I (e oaii¥lg aar ¥l
e N Jl i lua |

2/ 165 - 167 Wattle Street, Mt Lewis NSW - : 9791 1321
M: 0414 22 55 77 Email: tony.mtlewispizzeria@gmail.com
L Check out our Prices on our Page on Facebook Mount Lewis Pizzeria

@mﬁl

o) Caigte o3l
Daadly (aontes @ouddly (besdlivedd

03% g9 WL gk 5)laky

_/

ks> wdgd
il HSLeS
By e
OSkaly wulsdly
wod (g feadl
e lond|

0424524164 : Juas¥| uilows & yausl

SERVICING SYDNEY

VP Professional Cleaning Service offers professional affordable
cleaning services for office, workplace, and home unit cleaning.

Extensive experience. No job too big or too small. You will not be
disappointed. For a free quote feel free to call Ph: 0424524164
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AFIC objects to Tasmanian Resolution Relat-
ing to Tirkiye and Armenia

We note the motion passed by the Tas-
manian Parliament on 11 May 2023
referred to as “Genocide of the Arme-
nians, Assyrians and Greeks” relating
to the historical events that occurred
during and after the first World War.
Such a resolution is disappointing as
it is not mindful of the historical cir-
cumstances and the political dimen-
sion to the current campaign to badge
what were clearly atrocities as acts of
genocide. The circumstances leading
up to these events and which ultimately
formed part of the prelude to the war
itself were complex and influenced by
world events at the time.

As with all global conflicts, even those
we still see today, atrocities occurred
on many sides and Turkish people
themselves suffered terribly through
these events. However, there is no
credible evidence to suggest or support
that there was a co-ordinated Govern-
ment campaign by Tlirkiye to eradicate
a whole ethnic minority.

The modern campaign to rebadge these
events as genocide is political and in-
volvement by a Government in Australia
will only serve to damage the bi-lateral
relationship between our two countries.
President of AFIC, Dr Rateb Jneid said

Dr Rateb Jneid, President AFIC

“This motion is driven by political lob-
bies and minority interests that does
not reflect the full historical story and
will achieve nothing other than to hurt
Australia’s relationship with Tiirkiye. “
AFIC notes that Tiirkiye has proposed
a joint historical commission with Ar-
menia to explore these events and that
this offer has not been accepted. This
is an indication of the political motives
behind the campaign that led to resolu-
tions such as this and we urge all Gov-
ernment’s to resist being used in this
way.

Authorised by:
Dr Rateb Jneid
President AFIC
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ATO CI‘adeOWH: InveStOI‘S, WOI‘keI‘S ‘Hasn ’t been a priority’: Treasurer
targeted ahead of 2023 tax time

Campbell

Australian Treasurer Jim Chalmers MP announced plans to reclaim $9.1bn in lost taxes. Picture: Glenn

ATO Assistant Commissioner Tim Loh has announced a crackdown
on rental property owners. Picture: Supplied

Taxpayers could be in for
a shock this tax time, as
the Australian Taxation
Office taxes aim at dodgy
claims in three key areas.
Millions of Australians
will see their tax reduc-
tions shrink by as much
as $1500, as the Aus-
tralian Taxation Office
cracks down on rental
property investors after
a shocking number of in-
correct returns were un-
covered.

ATO Assistant Commis-
sioner Tim Loh told The
Australian that regular re-
views on property inves-
tors’ deductions found as
many as “nine out of 10
returns were incorrect” as
the tax watchdog unveils
its three key focuses for
tax time 2023.

“(Ity is a really unaccept-
able rate,” Mr Loh said.
“We are really focused
this year on making sure
rental property owners
and their registered tax
agents understand their
obligations.

“We are going to be in-
creasing our activities in
this area.”

Using a new data-match-
ing protocol, the ATO will
crosscheck claims made
by rental property inves-
tors in 2023 with financial
information provided by
17 of the country’s larg-
est mortgage lenders.

The ATO also warned that
income-producing por-
tions of residential prop-
erties — such as rooms
on accommodation plat-
forms like Airbnb and
Stayz — could create capi-
tal gains tax issues amid
the new crackdown.

The changes come after
the Treasury seeks to
reclaim $9.1bn in unpaid
taxes over the next five
years, including from the
millions of working Aus-
tralians who have been
warned to expect lower
tax refunds this year.
ATO will sharpen its fo-
cus in 2023 on capital
gains tax and work-relat-
ed expenses, including
changes to work-from-
home claims.

From March 1, taxpayers
claiming work from home-
related deductions will be
required to provide more

detailed documentation.
The change follows the
cessation last year of the
Covid shortcut, which had
helped calculate claims.
Mr Loh warned taxpayers
against simply “copying
and pasting” last year’s
claims.

“We know a lot of people
are working back in the
office more compared to
last year,” Mr Loh said.
“Ithink we have been pret-
ty transparent in commu-
nicating the changes to
the working-from-home
deduction methods.”

The recent cut to the Low
and Middle Income Tax
Offset is also expected to
lead to lower tax refunds
and increased debls in
2023.

Tax agents will also be in
the spotlight after the ATO
claimed they dropped the
ball in recent years.
About 81 per cent of rent-
al property owners use
registered tax agents.

In their official advice,
tax agents H & R Block
warned property owners
to ensure they kept good
records ahead of tax time
2023.

“The golden rule is that if

you can’t substantiate it
you can’t claim it,” the tax
agency said.
“It’s essential to keep in-
voices, receipts and bank
statements for all proper-
ty expenditure as well as
proof that your property
was available for rent,
such as rental listings.”

grilled over decision not to scrap
Stage three tax cuts

The stage three tax cuts will benefit higher paid Australians. Picture: NCA NewsWire | Nicholas Eagar

The Treasurer has been
grilled about the contro-
versial stage 3 tax cuts
after they were notably
absent from the budget.
Jim Chalmers has con-
ceded wealthier Austra-
lians will benefit the most
from the stage three tax
cuts but suggested the
policy will protect people
on lower incomes from
bracket creep.

The Albanese government
has not made any chang-
es to the contentious
policy which will mean
people earning between
$45,000 and$200,000 pay
no more than 30 cents in
the dollar in tax from July
next year.

Labor promised before
the election to keep the
tax cuts in place and
didn’t touch them in its
second budget, with the
government now seem-
ingly strengthening its
resolve against calls to
amend or scrap them.

The Treasurer repeated
on Sunday that the gov-
ernment’s position on the
personal income tax cuts
hadn’t changed, saying
the policy hadn’t featured
in the budget because it
had “other priorities”.

“It hasn’t been a priority in
the context of these bud-
get deliberations because
we found other ways to
make meaningful chang-
es in the budget, help

people through difficult
times and invest in their
future,” he told ABC’s In-
siders program.

Asked why the govern-
ment wanted to keep the
stage three cuts, Dr Chal-
mers said: “We have said
in principle that returning
bracket creep is a worthy
objective of governments
of both political persua-
sions, frankly.”

“We have always said
when we can afford to
give tax relief, particu-
larly to low and middle-
income earners that’s a
worthy objective as well ..
These tax cuts kick in at

$45,000.”
Dr Chalmers conceded
people earning over

$200,000 a year — who
stand to receive a $9000
annual tax cut under stage
three — would benefit the
most from the policy.
“Yes, | understand the
structure of the tax cuts,”
he said.

“It hasn’t been a focus of
this budget They don’t
come in for more than a
year now. There are other
things we want to do in
the interim.”

The third tranche of cuts
legislated by the Morrison
government with Labor’s
support in 2018 will scrap
the 37 per cent marginal
tax bracket and Ilowers
the 32.5 per cent marginal
tax rate to 30 per cent

It also increases the
threshold for the A5 per
cent marginal tax rate, so
people earning between
$45,000 and $200,000
will pay the same 30 per
cent tax rate.

The cost of the stage
three tax cuts has contin-
ued to grow — they are
now forecast to cost the
government $69bn over
the next four years.

The policy has been criti-
cised by the Greens, oth-
er progressives and some
economists who say it will
worsen inequity at a time
when many workers are
struggling and govern-
ment spending is tight.
But people on the other
side of the debate say the
cuts are necessary to pro-
tect workers, including
those on middle-incomes,
from bracket creep, in
which a greater propor-
tion of one’s income is
taxed at a higher rate.
With the inflation crisis
prompting fresh calls for
a rethink of the policy,
the Grattan Institute has
proposed redesigning the
cuts to make them less
generous to the highest
income earners.

The economic think tank
says the government
should retain the 37-cent
tax bracket in order to re-
duce the size of the cuts
for high-income earners
and save about $8bn a




Page 22

Saturday 20 May 2023

the mddle east

Y/ oz

VoY i Yo Copsad

YY iniia

NEWS

Anthony Albanese opens up about shock di-

vorce with ex-wife Carmel Tebbutt

Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese has opened up
about his shock divorce
insisting his ex-wife Car-
mel Tebbutt blindsided
him when she walked out
the door.

And he’s revealed - de-
spite reports to the con-
trary — that he never turned
to dating apps to find love
before meeting his current
partner Jodie Haydon.
During an interview on
Melbourne radio, he was
asked how it felt to be “the
first divorcee to become
Prime Minister”.

“It was a very public di-
vorce for you as well,
wasn‘t it? It must have
been an incredibly chal-
lenging time for you and
your ex-partner, personal-
ly,” host Marty Sheargold
said.

Mr Albanese admitted
he didn’t see the divorce
coming.

“It was (challenging), but
you live in the public eye,”
he said.

“So it was very difficult
for me personally. My wife
Carmel made a decision
that she wanted to move
on with her life, it came as
a surprise to me, I've spo-
ken about that before.”
“Totally out of the blue?,”
Mr Albanese was asked.
“Yeah, it was New Year’s
Day. So clearly, it was a
decision that had been
made,” he said.

“Our son had reached
18, had graduated from
school, and so she made
that decision which I found
difficult, but just had to ac-
cept that she, of course,
had a right to do that So |
didn‘t quite understand it,
so | had to accept it rather
than understand it.”

Mr Albanese revealed he
took some time off a few
months later and started
to recover.

“I went away in March, so
it was January 1, | went
away to London to see
friends, and to Lisbon, |
had two weeks to clear
the air, determine what |
wanted to do with my life,

e

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese has opened up about his shock divorce in-
sisting his ex-wife Carmel Tebbutt blindsided him. Picture: NSW Government

Mr Albanese and Jodie Haydon. Picture: Jeff J MitchelllGetty Images

whether | was going to run
again in the election in
May,” he said.

“Tinder profile? ” he was
asked.

“No, | never did that,” Mr
Albanese replied. “In spite
of some of the silly stuff
that’'s been written, of
course, | didn’t.

“It would be would be
fine except you’d all know
about it So yeah, | just
came to terms with it.”
Around a year later, he
met his current partner
Jodie in Melbourne. He ad-
mitted he couldn‘t believe
his luck.

“I've been very lucky to
find someone to spend
time with and to have a
terrific relationship with,”

he said.

“Is it awkward finding lan-
guage to use around that,
as a Prime Minister, to be
having emotions attached
to that new relationship,
and find language that
we'‘re all going to feel okay
with? Because men still
find it difficult to say I'm
in love with my partner
and we’re having a loving
time,” he was asked.
“Indeed. Thank you for
that, Marty. But no, it's
great. And it has been re-
ally important. | have a
very complex job that in-
volves a lot of pressure
and having someone to
spend your life with, your
personal life with, along
with my son, is fantastic,”

he said.

Mr Albanese also reflected
on the car accident that
could have killed him.

“It was head on. He just
went on the wrong side
of the road. And so he
hit the front corner of my
car, which was a complete
write-off,” he said.

“I was very close to my
home in Marrickville, go-
ing up Hill Street it's
called, so there’s a hill
funnily enough. And | was
going quite slowly, thank
goodness, and he wasn’t,
clearly, he was just not
paying attention and just
came across, bang. And
I thought as the car was
coming towards me, |
thought ‘this is it’. This is
how it ends. It was not re-
ally scary. It was just mat-
ter of fact.”

“And then the bang, and
then realising, okay,
I'm still here, and mak-
ing sure that you know, |
wasn’t you know, | hadn’t
lost anything. But yeah, |
was stuck in the car for a
while.”

The Prime Minister said it
inspired him to “get fit, |
dropped almost 20 kilos.”
“And just lived a lot more
healthier lifestyle. Because
I'm one of those blokes
who are hopeless at going
to the doctor, like many of
us are,” he said.

“And so, when you get ev-
eryone from an orthopae-
dic surgeon, and a cardiol-
ogist, and a haematologist
— I didn’t even know what
that was before. They had
all these people looking
at me to check that every-
thing was all okay and |
thought, ‘oh well, I'm do-
ing okay, but | can’t take
it for granted’. So it really
provided that impetus to
get fitter and to make sure
I looked after myself.”
Asked what he was most
proud of, he said his “re-
silience.”

“I think my resilience, that
I've hung in there, I've
stayed true to my values,
and | think I've made a dif-
ference,” he said.

Young Liberals push for
mandatory national ser-
vice in Australia

Former Victorian Premier
Jeff Kennett is push-
ing for Australia to bring
back mandatory national
service for young people
— claiming it will stop
them from being part of a
“society of entitlement”.
Kennett, who was one of
the thousands of young
men conscripted to the
military during the Viet-
nam War, believes forcing
young Aussies to com-
plete at least a year of na-
tional or civic service will
be a “unifying point” for
the country.

“l don’t think we have
the community spirit
that could be generated
among our young ifa form
— not so much of national
service, but civic service
— was introduced,” he
told Sky News.

“So that means that every
male and female from say
the age of 20 is called up
for one or two years.”
Kennett said people
would have a choice of
going into the military, a
first responder group like
the police force or SES,
or even a conservation
core.

The renewed push is be-
ing put forward by the
Victorian Young Liberals,
with the motion claim-
ing 12-months of nation-
al service would “give
young Australians the
chance to give back to
our country”.

The motion claims it will
also instil a “sense of
pride and identity” among
young Australians, which
will, in turn, create a
“more cohesive and uni-
fied society”.

However, Kennett was
firm that young people
would not be rewarded
with any extra benefits
for their service, such as
a credit towards future
university fees.

“No there are no cred-
its, you’re not doing this
because you want to get
something out of it over

and above what every
other Australian would
get,” he said.

“You do it because it’s
the law, you do it because
it’s your country. And you
learn as an individual a
great deal as you’re do-
ing the service.”

New Victorian Young Lib-
erals executive George
Mihailidis says the pro-
posal is scheduled to be
deliberated at the upcom-
ing 170th State Council.
The 21-year-old told the
Herald Sun that compul-
sory national service is
exactly what young Aus-
tralians like him need.

“It would equip young
Australians with a range
of valuable skills and ex-
periences that are trans-
ferable to the workforce,”
he said.

“It also has the potential
to mitigate welfare de-
pendency among young
Australians by affording
them the opportunity to
acquire skills and work
experience.”

However, there are those
in the Liberal Party who
do not support the pro-
posal.

Federal Member for Men-
Zies, Keith Wolahan, said
youngAustralian’s should
not be “compelled” into
national service.

“There are many ways
to serve our community.
To do so in uniform is an
honour that should not be
compelled,” he said.
Wolahan is a former of-
ficer in the Commandos
and told Sky News forc-
ing young people into na-
tional service is “not nec-
essary” and “illiberal”.
Former Liberal candidate
and veteran, Lucas Moon,
said he would be speak-
ing against the motion
at the State Council next
weekend.

“I'm all about incentivis-
ing our incredible young
Australians to step up
and serve! Not mandat-
ing,” he said.
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Angus Taylorclaims Aussies willpay$300b  Treasurer Jim Chalmers confronted by sin-

more in tax under Labor government

Angus Taylor has declared inflation is now being caused by decision-making in Canberra rather than Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine. Picture: NCA NewsWire | Gary Ramage

Ollmani Getty Images

Angus Taylor has de-
clared inflation is now
being caused by deci-
sion-making in Canberra
rather than Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine as he laid
the blame for the cost of
living crisis on the federal
government.

Mr Taylor said took aim at
what he called Labor’s “big
spending” approach as he
responded to the Albanese
government’s second
budget in his address to
the National Press Club in
Canberra on Wednesday.
Speaking just over a week
after Treasurer Jim Chal-
mers unveiled this year’s
federal budget, Mr Taylor
claimed Australians would
pay more than $300bn in
tax over the next five years
under Labor.

Mr Taylor said the Coali-
tion had made it clear it
would not have delivered
the same budget, which
he said at best failed to
address inflation and at
worse added “fuel to the
fire”.

“No one wins from a big
spending government in an

Mr Taylor took aim at Labor’s ‘big spending’ approach. Picture: Martin

inflation crisis,” he said.
Mr Taylor also sought to
shift the blame for Aus-
tralia’s ongoing inflation
problem onto the Albanese
government rather than
unavoidable global factors
such as Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine, which wreaked
havoc on international
supply chains and energy
markets.

“Inflation is coming from
Canberra now, not from the
Kremlin, and so it’s Can-
berra’s problem to solve,”
he said.

“Our priority would be to
bring down inflation and
set up Australia up for
growth in the medium-term
through lower taxes and
productivity enhancing
policies.”

These comments come
in stark contrast to Trea-
surer Jim Chalmers’ rou-
tine framing of global
economic turbulence and
“head winds” as having
an unavoidable impact on
Australia’s economic for-
tunes and government fis-
cal policy.

Mr Taylor also signalled

bipartisan  support for
the making the the Na-
tional Disability Insurance
Scheme financially sus-
tainable.

“We have again reiterated
our support for ensuring
the NDIS is sustainable
into the future. As we did
with the RBA review - |
think very well — this is
something that we are
prepared to work with the
government to achieve,”
he said.

“The NDIS is too important
—securing its future should
be above politics.”
Treasurer Jim Chalmers
has insisted the budget will
drive down inflation and
defended splashing $21bn
amid debate among some
economists over whether
the measures will make
cost of living worse and
tempt the Reserve Bank to
further raise interest rates.
A $14.6bn cost of living
package will cover energy
bill subsidies, an increase
to commonwealth rent
assistance, bulk billing
incentives and an expan-
sion of income support for
students and people out of
work.

The budget has forecasted
total payments from the
commonwealth sector to
go up by 3.1 per cent in
real terms over the coming
financial year.

In his own Press Club ad-
dress last week, Dr Chalm-
ers said he was “supreme-
ly confident” the budget
would relieve the strain on
Australians without adding
to inflation.

gle mum struggling with the cost of living

Single mother Jessica Blowers and her daughter Ivy asked Treasurer Jim
Chalmers how they could survive until the parental payment changes.

Sydney father of two Gary Azar, meanwhile, said he and his wife were
working three jobs to make ends meet.

Treasurer Jim Chalmers
faced awkward questions
from a struggling single
mum and other audience
members during a live TV
appearance.

Federal Treasurer Jim
Chalmers came face-to-
face with a single mum
struggling to cope with
cost of living pressures in
a solo appearance on the
ABC’s Q&A program on
Monday night.

Jessica Blowers told the
Treasurer she would strug-
gle to pay her rent until the
parental payment changes
announced in the May 9
federal budget come into
effect.

In last week’s budget, La-
bor lifted the age cut-off
for the payment from eight
to 14, after a decade of re-
gret within the party over
a decision to slash wel-
fare assistance for single
parents. From September,
about 51,000 single par-
ents will receive an extra
$176.90 per fortnight
Previously, nearly a quar-
ter of a million parents —
mostly women — received
the payment and were
forced onto the lower Job-
Seeker rate when their
child turned eight.

Ms Blowers said her
daughter will turn eight at

the end of August and she
does not know how she
will cope when she loses
the $176.90 a month.
“That’s a whole month |
won’t be able to pay my
rent, because the pay-
ment of JobSeeker won’t
be enough to cover it, so
I would like to know what
measures the government
has in place to bridge the
gap that | and other par-
ents in similar situations
will find ourselves in,” she
asked the Treasurer.
Dr Chalmers said Septem-
ber was the earliest the
change could be made.
“We’ve tried to do is bring
that change in as soon as
possible. We think Sep-
tember is the soonest that
we can do it,” he said.
“l understand that that
means a few weeks for
you going from the current
payment onto JobSeeker
and (then) back onto the
single parenting payment.
“I would love to avoid that
if we could, but what we’re
trying to do is provide this
extra assistance .. that you
need and deserve. If we
could avoid those couple
of weeks, we would, but
September is the best we
can do.”
Ms Blowers reiterated that
she was not sure she could

survive for that month.

“At the moment my entire
pension is my rent. I live off
Family Tax Benefit A and B
a fortnight,” she said.

“My rent has gone up from
$900 a fortnight to $960 a
fortnight. What am | going
to do? What is my choice,
other than | am doing my
best to get a job so that |
can keep a house over my
daughter’s head.

“When I'm applying for
the jobs, | am faced with
being told that more than
100 other candidates have
applied for the same jobs —
I'm not sure how | am sup-
posed to compete against
100 other people for one
job.”

Dr Chalmers was also
pressed by a father-of-two
who said he and his wife
were working three jobs to
make ends meet.

“It used to be possible
to raise a family and pur-
chase a home on one in-
come. Mr Treasurer, that
is no longer an option for
a lot of us in Western Syd-
ney. How many incomes
do you think families will
need in future genera-
tions? ” Gary Azar asked
him.

Dr Chalmers said wage
stagnation was a big issue,
but one that was slowly
changing.

“After almost 12 months
in office we have been
able to shift the needle on
wages growth. One of the
things I'm proudest of in
the economy is that we
now have wages growing
the quickest that they have
in aggregate since 2012,”
he said.

“They are forecast to grow
next year at the fastest rate
since 2009, (but) | know
that that isn’t felt evenly
across the workforce or
across our economy.”

Mr Azar said one of the
biggest hits to his family’s
budget was the cost of
childcare, then coming off
a fixed mortgage rate.
Childcare costs will change
from July 1
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