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Finance Minister Katy Gallagher reveals she never declared

conflict over muIlmlIIlon- dollar compensation pa yout

Senator Gallagher has been grilled for a second day over a tip off she received from Ms Higgins boyfriend
David Sharaz before the story broke and her relationship with the couple.

Katy Gallagher has re-
vealed why she never de-
clared a conflict of interest
in relation to a multimillion-
dollar compensation pay-
out to Brittany Higgins.
Finance Minister Katy Gal-
lagher has said she never
declared a conflict of inter-
est in relation to a multimil-
lion-dollar compensation
payout to Brittany Higgins
because it “never crossed
her desk.”

Senator Gallagher has been
grilled for a second day
over a tip off she received
from Ms Higgins boyfriend
David Sharaz before the
story broke and her rela-
tionship with the couple.
News.com.au revealed in
December that Ms Higgins’
legal team had entered ne-
gotiations over a multimil-
lion-dollar personal injury
claim.

It’'s believed the original
claim includes $2.5 million
for future economic loss,
past economic loss, gen-
eral damages of future as-
sistance with at-home care
and past and future out-of-
pocket expenses of a fur-
ther $150,000.

Ms Higgins has previously
stated that the amount it
settled for was less than $3
million.

In the Senate today, Ms
Gallagher revealed she was
“shocked” and ”stunned”
by the claim a Liberal
staffer had been raped by

a colleague in a ministerial
office.

But asked whether she
subsequently declared a
conflict of interest given
her close contact and the
fact her own department
was responsible for admin-
istering the payout she said
there was never any need
because the negotiation
was kept at arms length.

“If it had come to me, |
would have declared a con-
flict but it didn‘t It didn’t
cross my desk,”’ Senator
Gallagher said.

“I did not get a brief. If
there’s anything further
| can update the Senate
about | will. (But) | had
no role. And no briefing
from the Department of Fi-
nance.”

Senator Michaelia Cash
then asked Senator Gal-
lagher if she spoke to the
Attorney-General Mark
Dreyfus in relation to the
matter.

“Did you or your office
have any communication
with the lawyer general
or his office in relation to
the proposed settlement
of this matter? And if so,
please detail the timing of
that conduct, “ she said.
Senator Gallagher said she
had not had contact but
would take the question
in relation to her office on
notice to seek further in-
formation.

“I certainly had no contact,

no contact with the Attor-
ney General,” Senator Gal-
lagher replied.

“Again, just for the pur-
poses of being absolutely
clear to the Senate, | will
take other aspects of that
on notice because that
would require me going
and speaking with other
people, but from my point
of view, no.”

“I was given information
from a young woman who
made a serious allegation
about something horrific
that had happened to her
in this workplace,” she
said.

As Liberal MPs interjected
“Allegedly!” she then re-
phrased her response.
“Allegedly | accept that,”
she said.

Senator Gallagher asked
the Coalition to consider
the impact of the current
debate on victims of sexual
abuse and people consid-
ering making a complaint.
Former Liberal staffer
Bruce Lehrmann was
charged in relation to the
allegation in August, 2021.
He pleaded not guilty and
was never convicted.

The trial collapsed follow-
ing juror misconduct and
the DPP subsequently
dropped the charge citing
concerns over Ms Higgins’

mental health.
In the Senate, Liberal
Senator Marise Payne

continued to grill her over

Senator Gallagher asked the Coalition to consider the impact of the current debate on victims of sexual
abuse and people considering making a complaint.

The trial collapsed following juror misconduct and the DPP subsequently dropped the charge citing con-
cerns over Ms Higgins’ mental health.

her refusal to say whether
David Sharaz provided her
with a full transcript of Ms
Higgins interview with The
Project before the inter-
view aired.

“She had asked me to keep
that information confiden-
tial. Which I did,” she said.

She confirmed she did not
receive any other tip offs
from others including the
media before the story
went to air.

“It was a serious allegation.
| was shocked by it. | was
stunned. | couldn‘t believe
that something like that
allegedly had occurred in
this place A couple of years
earlier. | was shocked by it
and | was shocked by how
upset this young woman
seemed to be.

“The timing of this story
becoming public, the de-

cisions about Ms Higgins
story and how she wanted
to tell it, had absolutely
nothing to do with me. Ab-
solutely nothing. Well, the
implication is in that ques-
tion is | was involved and |
wasn’t.

“I want to remind people
here today, just what the
message this chamber is
sending out to every other
woman that might want to
stand up.

“Iwould say that this cham-
ber should think about how
this debate and the ongo-
ing coverage of it, is im-
pacting on all the women
out there who we are with
one mouth saying, “stand
up and tell your story and
we will support you” and
in the other tongue using
the other minister ”If you
dare to do it, we will come

for you.”

In the Senate, Ms Gallagher
was also grilled by Liberal
Senator Sarah Henderson
over whether she was in-
vited to Mr Sharaz’s wed-
ding to his first wife Alex-
andra Craig,

Senator Gallagher said she
did not recall getting the
invite when it was reported
but she declined the invi-
tation and received many
invitations when she was
ACT chief minister.

Labor Senate leader Penny
Wong asked the Coali-
tion to “reflect” on a line
of questioning based on
leaked text messages.

“I would ask people to re-
flect upon whether that
is an ethical thing to do,
particularly given what the
DPP has said about her
state of mind,” she said.
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Lidia Thorpe accuses Liberal senator of sexual assault, RBA revealed to be under-
paying almost 1200 staff

Independent senator Lidia Thorpe during Senate question time on Wednesday.Credit: Mick Tsikas | AAP

Senator Lidia Thorpe ac-
cuses Liberal senator
David Van of sexually as-
saulting, harassing her
Independent senator Lidia
Thorpe has in parliament
accused Victorian Liberal
senator David Van of “ha-
rassing” and “sexually as-
saulting” her.

The allegation was made
by Thorpe soon after
question time on Wednes-
day as Van made a speech
accusing the Labor Party
of disgraceful behaviour
in its handling of the Brit-
tany Higgins sexual as-
sault allegations.

“Even on Tuesday and
today the muck that has
been thrown from that
side [Labor] to this side
[Liberal] at senators Cash
and Reynolds is really
just not on and makes a
mockery of your words,”
he said.

“As parliamentarians, we
need to be focused on set-
ting the standards.”

As Van speaks, Thorpe
can be heard interjecting
and calling out the word
“perpetrator” and “You
can talk! You can talk!
You know what you were
doing around this time,
you know what you were
doing around this time
don’t you Van? You got
away with a lot.”

Senate deputy president
Andrew McLachlan re-
peatedly attempted to stop

Thorpe from interjecting.
Then the former Greens
senator rose on a point
of order and said: “I'm
feeling really uncomfort-
able when a perpetrator is
speaking about violence.”
McLachlan replied:
“That’s inappropriate and
I have to ask you to with-
draw that”

Thorpe said: “I can’t be-
cause this person ha-
rassed me, sexually as-
saulted me and the prime
minister had to remove
him from his office [relo-
cate offices within parlia-
ment].”

“And to have him talking
about this today is an ab-
solute disgrace, on the
whole party.”

As Thorpe sat down,
McLachlan said he would
have to refer her com-
ments to the Senate Presi-
dent Sue Lines.

Van then rose to his feet
and said: “| utterly reject
that statement, that dis-
gusting statement, out-
right. It is just a lie and |
reject it.”

“I withdraw the word lie. It
is just not true.”

Prime Minister says
former government’s
inquiry into Higgins’
complaint ‘never meant
to shed any light’

Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese has accused the
former government’s in-

quiry into what senior fig-
ures knew about Brittany
Higgins’ rape allegation
before she went public as
being a farce, saying “it
was never meant to shine
any light”.

Former prime minister
Scoit Morrison commis-
sioned Department of
Prime Minister and Cabi-
net head Phil Gaetjens
to investigate who within
Morrison’s own office
knew what about Higgins’
claim in February 2021,
but the inquiry was sus-
pended in August of the
same year due to criminal
proceedings.

Escalating a war of words
between Labor and the
Coalition over both sides’
handling of Higgins’ com-
plaint, Albanese alleged
to parliament’s question
time this afternoon that
Gaetjen’s inquiry was nev-
er intended to reveal what
people within Morrison’s
office had known.

“The failure to release any
findings shows the in-
quiry was never intended
to shine any light, and the
government failed to an-
swer 51 questions on no-
tice from Senate estimates
dating back to the 22nd of
March, 2021,” Albanese
said.

His attack came as the
federal opposition con-
tinued to apply pressure
on the government during

Paul Douglas Frost was found guilty of 43 child abuse offences on Wednesday.Credit: AAP/Dean Lewins

question time on Wednes-
day about various Labor
frontbenchers’ knowledge
of Higgins’ allegation be-
fore it was aired in a tele-
vision interview in Febru-
ary 2021.

Opposition Leader Peter
Dutton asked Albanese
whether Finance Minister
Katy Gallagher had mis-
led the Senate on Tuesday
when she said she never
passed on information
about the allegation to Al-
banese or any member of
his office before it went
to air. Albanese replied,
“no.”

Deputy Opposition Leader
Sussan Ley also asked
Environment Minister
Tanya Plibersek, Labor’s
former spokesperson for
women, when she first be-

came aware of the allega-
tion - before the question
was ruled out of order.

In August 2021, ACT Po-
licing detectives charged
Bruce Lehrmann, a former
Coalition staffer, with sex-
ually assaulting Higgins
in the ministerial office of
their former boss, Liberal
senator Linda Reynolds,
in March 2019.

He pleaded not guilty to
the charge and the ftrial
was aborted due to juror
misconduct in October
last year, before the case
was completely dropped
because of Higgins’ men-
tal health. Lehrmann has
maintained his innocence.

A former Sydney swim-
ming coach has been
found guilty

A former Sydney swim-
ming coach has been
found guilty of 43 child
sexual abuse offences
and taken into custody af-
ter facing a months-long
retrial.

Paul Douglas Frost had
pleaded not guilty to doz-
ens of charges relating to
11 complainants, all for-
mer students, during the
1990s and 2000s.

He is the son of Doug
Frost, who previously
coached Olympic cham-
pion swimmer lan Thorpe.
There is no suggestion
Doug Frost or Thorpe
were involved or knew
about any wrongdoing.
The 47-year-old was ar-
rested in the southern
Sydney suburb of Sylva-
nia in September 2019.
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Police find $1.71bn of meth heading to Australia from Canada

=

Six men have been charged in relation to an alleged $1.7bn importation of meth into Australia. Picture: NCA

NewsWire | Supplied by AFP

Police say more than six tonnes of liquid meth were due to arrive in Victoria and NSW. Picture: NCA NewsWire

1 Supplied by AFP

r

Police say the meth was allegedly stored in 180 bottles of canola oil. Picture: NCA NewsWire | Supplied by
AFP

Police were first alerted
to the shipment when Ca-
nadian authorities discov-
ered litres of liquid meth
in bottles of canola oil.

Police have found $1.7bn
worth of meth, allegedly
shipped by an internation-
al drug syndicate, before
it hit Australian streets.

The breakthrough in a
five-month investigation
came after Canadian au-
thorities alerted Austra-
lian Federal Police they
had located 2900 litres of
liquid methamphetamine
in 180 bottles of canola
oil destined for Australia
in January.

Police say more than six
tonnes of liquid crystal
methamphetamine  was
due to arrive in Victoria
and NSW before AFP of-
ficers thwarted the ship-
ment.

Two Melbourne men are
now looking at possible
life in prison after they al-

legedly facilitated one of
four importation attempts.
Four men who allegedly
tried to buy the drugs in
Australia have also been
charged.

Eight search warrants exe-
cuted across Melbourne’s
CBD and western suburbs
on Wednesday led to their
arrests.

A 38-year-old Melbourne
man, who recently re-
turned from overseas,
allegedly acted as an on-
shore facilitator for the
movement of one import.
He has been charged with
attempting to import a
commercial quantity of
border-controlled drugs
and attempting to pos-
sess a commercial quan-
tity of unlawfully imported
border-controlled drugs.
Police will allege a 32-
year-old Melbourne man
used his position in a lo-
gistics business to trans-
port the methamphet-
amine when it arrived in
Australia.

He was charged with at-
tempting to import a
commercial quantity of
border-controlled drugs,
attempting to possess a
commercial quantity of
unlawfully imported bor-
der-controlled drugs and
trafficking a drug of de-
pendence.

Both men will appear at
Melbourne  Magistrates’
Court.

Another three men — a 28-
year-old man, a 19-year-
old man and a 26-year-old
US national — have been
charged with attempting
to possess a commercial
quantity of the drugs.
They allegedly used a
storage unit in the west-
ern Melbourne suburb of
Sunshine to store the il-
licit drugs.

Police also allegedly un-
covered a clandestine
lab at the Sunshine North
home of one of the three
men, along with a quantity
of other drugs.

The 28-year-old Sunshine
North man is due to re-

appear at the Melbourne
Magistrates’ Court on
Thursday.

The two other men have
been remanded in custo-
dy until October 18.

A 51-year-old Melbourne
man will also face Mel-

bourne Magistrates’ Court
after he was charged with
possession and traffick-
ing of a marketable quan-
tity of border-controlled
drugs.

Further arrests in Austra-
lia are expected.

NAB issues urgent warning
over phishing scam targeting

Download Our
Business Portal

customers with fake website

]

An example of a fake website created by scammers to lure unsuspect-
ing customers. Picture: NAB

A major Australian bank
has issued a warning to
customers over an elabo-
rate remote access scam
which tricks users into
losing control of their de-
vices.

NAB made the announce-
ment on Wednesday, say-
ing they were aware of a
number of fake websites
connected to the bank
which have been created
by cyber criminals.

The scam page then lures
customers into down-
loading a ‘’Business
Portal” through a link, or
a live chat option, which
gives criminals remote
software access and al-
lows them to take control
of the devices.

NAB warned customers
not to “click anything on
the page and close the
window immediately”.
“NAB will never ask cus-
tomers to download pro-
grams directly from our
site,” the bank said.

“NAB will always direct
you to the appropriate
download source.”

The bank urged any-
one who has unwittingly
downloaded a link, or
may believe their ac-
count in compromised to

contact NAB on 13 22 65
or visit their local branch
immediately.

The Australian Competi-
tion and Consumer Com-
mission (ACCC) says
Australians have lost a
record $3.1b in 2022,
with total losses increas-
ing by 80 per cent from
2021.

Investment scams were
overwhelmingly the high-
estloss category totalling
$1.5b, followed by remote
access scams, which
cost Aussies $229m.
ACCC Deputy Chair Ca-
triona Lowe said the im-
pact was more than just
financial.

“Australians lost more
money to scams than
ever before in 2022, but
the true cost of scams is
much more than a dollar
figure as they also cause
emotional distress to vic-
tims, their families and
businesses,” she said.
“As scammers become
increasingly sophisti-
cated in their tactics, it
is clear a co-ordinated
response across govern-
ment, law enforcement
and the private sector
is essential to combat
scams more effectively.”
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