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Anthony Albanese has invited Germany’s
leader to visit Australia next year

Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese says Austra-
lia’s relationship with
Germany, the world’s
fourth largest economy,
is important and grow-
ing closer.

Anthony Albanese has
invited his German coun-
terpart to visit Australia,
saying the relationship
with the world’s fourth
largest economy is be-
coming closer and more
important.

The Prime Minister has
met with Chancellor Olaf
Scholz in Berlin on his
way to the G20 meet-
ing in Lithuania, where
he will deliver a speech
as a special guest of the
northern hemisphere al-
liance.

Defence and climate
change were major top-
ics of discussion, with
Mr Albanese confirm-
ing Australia would join
the new Climate Council
initiative introduced by
Germany when it headed
the G1 last year.
“Australia and Germany
have never been closer
and | have been hon-
oured to visit Berlin and
to meet with Chancellor
Scholz today,” Mr Alba-
nese said.

“We discussed ways to
draw our countries even
more closely together,
with a focus on trade, the
clean economy, defence
and regional security.”
The first order of busi-
ness was the signing of
a $1bn defence deal to
supply the Queensland-
made Boxer heavy weap-
on carriers to Germany.
The deal could in time
come to be worth up to
$6.5bn.

“This will boost our
sovereignty. This will
increase our defence
capability and boost our
economy. This is a great
outcome,” Mr Albanese
said after he witnessed
the signing.

The Boxer heavy weapon

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese has met with German Chancellor Olaf Scholz in Berlin. Twitter

carrier vehicles are pro-
duced by Germany com-
pany Rheinmetall at its
Military Vehicle Centre of
Excellence in Brisbane.
Germany will also join a
major military exercise
in Australia for the first
time. Hundreds of Ger-
man troops will join in
Talisman Sabre with the
United States and 11
other nations in exten-
sive military exercises
starting this week.

The inclusion of Germa-
ny is seen as a reflection
of the closer ties Austra-
lia has forged with the
European nation in re-
cent years.

Mr Albanese has also
announced Australia will
join the Climate Club, an
initiative introduced by
Germany while it held
the presidency of the G1
last year.

“No challenge is, of
course, more pressing
than that posed by cli-
mate change,” Mr Alba-
nese said after the meet-
ing.

“Australia and Germany
are now united in our
deep commitment to
tackling climate change
and | commended Chan-
cellor Scholz on his de-
velopment of the Climate
Club and was pleased
to confirm that Australia
will join.”

The Club’s goals are
threefold — provide a

forum for policy discus-
sion, implement industri-
al decarbonisation, and
for outreach. The Club’s
work program is still be-
ing determined.

Other members include
G1 countries — Germany,
France, Italy, Canada,
United Kingdom, Japan,
United States, European
Union Council and Com-
mission, as well as Ar-
gentina, Chile, Colombia,
Indonesia, Luxembouryg,
Netherlands.

By joining now, Austra-
lia believes it can shape
a role for the Club that
complements our climate
objectives and consid-
ers “our unique regional
perspectives.”

“Australia and Germany
are forging ahead with
our green agenda, and
seizing the exciting op-
portunities of clean en-
ergy transition while
delivering new jobs and
export opportunities for
both countries.

“We have also made a
significant step forward
on defence cooperation,
which will support jobs
and industry in Austra-
lia.”

Chancellor Scholz has
been invited to visit Aus-
tralia next year.
Meanwhile, Mr Albanese
has announced Austra-
lia will send a Royal Aus-
tralian Air Force E-TA
Wedgetail aircraft for six

months to help protect
multinational logistics
hubs supplying critical
support to Ukraine.

The deployment will help
to ensure the continued
and uninterrupted flow
of military and humani-
tarian assistance into
Ukraine.

The aircraft will be based
in Germany, as part of
Operation KUDU and
will operate in European
airspace; it will not oper-
ate within Ukrainian air-
space.

The leaders also dis-
cussed Australia’s prob-
lematic trade deal with
the EU.

“We discussed the on-
going negotiations of
the Australia-EU free
trade agreement,” Mr Al-
banese said.

The FTA will diversify
trade and strengthen
economic links between
Australia and the EU at
a time of considerable,
global uncertainty.

“l thank Chancellor
Scholz for Germany's
support for an ambitious
agreement to deliver for
Australian and German
businesses, workers and
their families.

“Ultimately our EU nego-
tiations will only be con-
cluded when when we
have a good deal, one
that includes new mar-
ket access for our agri-
cultural products.”

Nat Barr fires up as Barnaby Joyce de-
fends government’s robodebt actions

Nat Barr has fired up at
Nationals MP Barnaby
Joyce after he sought to
rewrite the former federal
government’s record on
robodebt.

In his Monday morning
appearance on Sunrise,
the former deputy prime
minister claimed the for-
mer government had
abandoned the robodebt
scheme when it became
aware it was illegal.
“People have to know
— as soon as we knew it
was illegal, we stopped
the scheme, the Coalition
stopped the scheme, but
that is not good enough,”
he said.

Barr pulled Mr Joyce up
on this, quoting royal
commissioner Catherine
Holmes, who, in her re-
port handed down on Fri-
day, found that the former
government had pressed
on with the scheme even
when they knew it was
unlawful.

“Actually (that’s) not what
the royal commissioner
says,” Barr said.

“She said that you pressed
on even though the legal
advice was unlawful and
doubled down.”

The report was damning
of former ministers Scott
Morrison, Stuart Robert,
Alan Tudge and Chris-
tian Porter, who all had
some oversight over the
scheme in its four years.
All former ministers bar
Mr Morrison have re-
signed from parliament.
Pressed on whether Mr
Morrison should now fol-
low the lead of the others
and resign, Mr Joyce re-
fused to give his opinion
on the former prime min-
ister’s future.

“Look, I don’t like telling
other politicians to leave
politics,” he said.

“That’s their decision.
They will make that deci-
sion and when they de-
cide to make it, they make
it.

“It’'sadecisionthat’s made
by the person themselves
as to what they want to do
with their career, not for
other people.”

Despite the report finding
him partly responsible for
the scheme that impacted
nearly half a million Aus-
tralians and was respon-
sible for at least two sui-
cides, Mr Morrison — who
was social services min-
ister during robodebt’s
inception - on Friday
released a lengthy state-
ment denying all findings
against him.

On Friday, Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese said
it was up to Mr Morrison
as to whether he resigned
but noted he had been
mentioned “countless
times” in the report.

“l think that these find-
ings that | have read out in
the public domain make it
clear that Scott Morrison‘s
defence of this scheme
and of the government’s
actions over such a long
period of time were, to
quote the report, ‘based
upon a falsehood’,” Mr
Albanese said.

“And that is a damning
finding that is there. Peo-
ple will make their own
judgments about this.”
Senator James Paterson,
the opposition’s spokes-
man for home affairs and
cybersecurity, was also
asked to weigh in on Mr
Morrison’s future on Mon-
day morning.

“Neither me or any of my
other colleagues are in a
position to direct Scott
Morrison on how he re-
sponds to this report,” he
told ABC Radio.

Pressed further on what
he thought of Mr Mor-
rison’s rejection of the
findings, Senator Pater-
son said he was “entitled
to take whatever position
he wants”.

“I'm not in a position to
direct Mr Morrison to say
or do anything any more
than any other member of
the Liberal Party in Can-
berra,” he said.

“All we can control is our
own response, which |
think has been very re-
sponsible and appropri-
ate because this is a very
serious matter and we’re
taking it seriously.”
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Anthony Albanese met with the Ukraine leader at the NATO summit
in Lithuania. Twitter

Australia will send 30 more
Bushmaster to Ukraine, as
Anthony Albanese repeated
Australia’s commitment to
the country in a meeting
with President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy on the sidelines
of the NATO summit.

“We are proud to provide
additional Bushmaster ve-
hicles to assist the brave
men and women fighting
for their home and their na-
tion’s sovereignty,” Mr Al-
banese said.

“Russia unilaterally
launched this illegal and im-
moral invasion and should
withdraw its troops and end
the conflict immediately.”
He said Australia remained
“steadfast in its commit-
ment to support Ukraine.”
A total of 120 of the pro-
tected mobility Bushmas-
ter vehicles have now been
committed to Ukraine, tak-
ing Australia’s total mili-
tary assistance to more
than $110m and Australia’s
overall assistance to ap-
proximately $890m.

Ukraine has been ask-
ing Australia for a fleet of
Hawkei protected mobil-
ity vehicles for months, but
Australia has refused, say-
ing it isn’t suitable.
President Zelenskky
thanked Australia “for its
support and assistance to
our country.”

“We discussed the situation
on the frontline, Ukraine’s
defense needs and further
cooperation in this area,”
he tweeted.

“In particular, the possible
expansion of military sup-
port with new types of ar-
mored vehicles and weap-
ons. We also discussed
the need for further sanc-
tions against the aggressor
state.”

The latest Bushmaster an-
nouncement follows the re-
cent gifting of 10 assorted
highly capable military ve-
hicles, a supply of critical
105mm ammunition and
a $10m contribution to the
Ukraine Humanitarian Fund
announced by Australia in
late June.

The government earlier
this week also announced
it would deploy a Royal
Australian Air Force E-T1A
Wedgetail aircraft to Ger-
many for approximately six
months from October to
help protect a gateway of
international humanitarian
and military assistance to
Ukraine. This deployment
includes up to 100 crew
and support personnel.

The aircraft will provide
early warning in the event
of any threats outside of
Ukraine against the gate-
way for humanitarian and
military assistance.
Albanese at NATO

Mr Albanese arrived in the
Lithuanian capital of Vilnius
on Tuesday night, where
he was welcomed by NATO
secretary-general Jens
Stoltenberg.

“This NATO summit comes
unfortunately, with the land
war in Ukraine continuing.
Russia’s illegal and im-
moral invasion continues to
have a devastating impact
on the people of Ukraine,”
he said.

“But it also has an impact
on the economies around
the world with higher in-
flation, with cost of living
pressures and with food
security becoming an issue
as well.

“It is a reminder of why we
need to be engaged and
to shape the future, rather
than allow it to shape us,

and that is why Australia is
here.”

Mr Stoltenberg thanked Mr
Albanese for Australia’s
support for Ukraine in the
war against Russia.

“To me that really dem-
onstrates your personal
commitment to the part-
nership between Australia
and NATO, a partnership
we really value because ..
regional security is global,”
he said at day one of the
summit.

“What happens in Europe
matters for the Pacific. This
is demonstrated by the on-
going war in Ukraine which
has global ramifications.
“We are extremely grateful
for Australia’s support for
Ukraine, your military sup-
port, your economic sup-
port, it really makes a differ-
ence every day.”

North Korea missile launch
Anthony Albanese has con-
demned North Korea’s fir-
ing of a missile as leaders
gather for the NATO summit
in Lithuania, where the war
in Ukraine and its affect on
global security is the focus.
Mr Albanese and the lead-
ers Chris Hipkins of New
Zealand, Fumio Kishida of
Japan and Yoon Suk Yeol
of South Korea have been
invited to the summit as
NATO plans to open an of-
fice based in Tokyo.

The four held a meeting on
the sidelines on Wednes-
day, just as North Korea
conducted its first intercon-
tinental ballistic missile test
in three months.

The missile flew about
1000km before landing in
waters between the Korean
Peninsula and Japan, ac-
cording to South Korean
and Japanese assess-
ments.

Mr Albanese condemned
the North Korea action, say-
ing it showed the impor-
tance of like-minded coun-
tries to co-operate.
“Australia is here because
we understand that in to-
day’s interconnected and
globalised world, what oc-
curs in NATO countries
also has an impact on the
Indo-Pacific,” Mr Albanese
said.

“We’re reminded of the in-
terconnectedness around
the world with the once
again, egregious launch of
an ICBM by North Korea.
“Australia condemns
North Korea for once again
breaching UN rules, by
breaching the international

rule of law, and with once
again a provocative action,
and we stand particularly
with our friends in South
Korea at this time.”

It’'s the second time the
so-called Indo-Pacific Four
have attended the summit
of the North Atlantic mili-

Anthony Albanese has met Ukraine leader Volodymyr Yelenskyy

tary alliance.

“What we’ve come to say
is that our nations based
in the Indo-Pacific, believe
in the rule of law, that we
support national sover-
eignty, that we support
multilateral forums,” Mr Al-
banese said.

Lidia Thorpe tells Karl Stefanovic he’s
“not bad for a white guy”

Lidia Thorpe has opened up about her life and politics in a new 60 Min-
utes program. Picture: NCA NewsWire | Martin Ollman

Lidia Thorpe jumped on
an e-scooter alongside
Karl Stefanovic as the
pair rode around the na-
tion’s capital, during the
ride she made a surpris-
ing admission.

Victorian senator Lidia
Thorpe told Karl Ste-
fanovic he was “not bad
for a white guy” during
a wide-ranging interview
where she addressed her
past scandals head-on.
The fiery and outspoken
politican appeared on 60
Minutes on Sunday where
she explained her com-
bativeness is “misunder-
stood”.

The Greens defector
turned independent sena-
tor said while she may be
considered a “bona fide
troublemaker”, she did
it for “all the right rea-
sons”.

While riding e-scooters
around the nation’s capi-
tal, Thorpe surprised
viewers when she admit-
ted Stefanovic was “not
bad for a white guy”.

She told him she was a
“no bulls+t” type of politi-
cian, committed to cutting
through the drivel and
“calling it for what it is”,
she walked around with a
bullseye on her.

“I’'m not this angry, crazy
black woman out there
that hates white people.

It’s just not who | am,”
she said.

“I've been called so many
things sine | was a child
that after a while it’s water
off a ducks back.”

During the interview,
Senator Thorpe opened
up about her upbring-
ing, including how she
left school at 14, became
pregnant at 11, and be-
came the target of vio-
lence.

“l suppose | was used to
violence from my first re-
lationships, and it’s hap-
pened so many times that
I just kept getting back
up,” she said.

She also said of her deci-
sion to declare bankrupt-
cy in 2013, as a single
mother of three after leav-
ing a toxic marriage, the
“best decision” she ever
made.

Four years later she made
history as the first Aborig-
inal woman in the Victo-
rian parliament, and when
she lost her seat at the
2018 election looked to
Canberra and was sworn
in2020 as a Greens sena-
tor for the state.

She told Stefanovic she
doesn’t intend to run
again when she’s next
up for election, because
the parliament need “new
people, younger people
coming in with fresh

ideas”.

Her time in Canberra has
been mired in controver-
sy and scandal, notably a
brawl outside a Melbourne
strip club, her links to for-
mer Rebels bikie boss,
and her activity at various
protests.

On the strip club contro-
versy, Senator Thorpe
told Stefanovic she had
been verbally abused,
and the only thing she did
wrong was “reacting to
someone else’s bad be-
haviour, when | probably
shouldn’t have”.

She left the Greens ear-
lier this year, telling Ste-
fanovic it had happened
for “a number of rea-
sons”.

“As an independent, | can
speak on anything that |
like and unfortunately as a
political party, the Greens
are no different to Labor
and the Coalition parties
where racism does exist
. (including) inside the
Greens .. from places that
should know better,” she
said.

Now a leader of the pro-
gressive no campaign
against the upcoming
Voice to parliament, Sena-
tor Thorpe told Stefanovic
she does not see the pro-
posal getting up later this
year.

“I'm part of the progres-
sive no, and .. we want
more,” she said.

She said the progressive
no was built on some-
thing significantly differ-
ent to what she called the
“racist no”.

“We are not one homoge-
nous group of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander
people. We’re allowed to
think differently and we
are allowed to say no on
the grounds that it is not
enough,” she said.
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Greens MP Mehreen Faruqi to bulldoze native trees in
$1.5 million subdivision of Port Macquarie property

Senator Mehreen Farugqi holds a press conference. Picture: Martin OllmaniINCA NewsWire

The project will ‘meet all ecological requirements’. Picture: Chris Jenkins Design

A leading Greens Sena-
tor is planning to bulldoze
dozens of trees in order to
subdivide her Port Mac-
quarie investment prop-
erty into three luxury rent-
als.

Deputy Greens leader
Mehreen Faruqi submit-
ted a development appli-
cation to Port Macquarie
Hastings Council in Janu-
ary to knock down the ex-
isting four-bedroom home
and replace it with three
new dwellings at an esti-
mated cost of nearly $1.5
million, The Daily Mail first
reported on Tuesday.
Senator Faruqi, who en-
tered federal parliament in
2018, purchased the 1322
square metre property
near Lighthouse Beach in
2001 for $250,000, prop-
erty records show.

Today the house is esti-
mated to be worth more
than $1 million.

The Port Macquarie devel-
opment application, ap-
proved by the council in

May, would see the remov-
al of around 20 trees from
the property — including
one hollow-bearing ftree,
which provides a habitat
for native animals — to
make way for one dual-oc-
cupancy townhouse and a
single-family house.

“This will require the re-
moval of most of the trees
on site,” an ecological
assessment report sub-
mitted to council states.
“Tree removal comprises
planted ornamental trees
and native species includ-
ing figs, guioa, tuckeroo,
fruit trees and tree ferns.
Up to 20 native trees and
shrubs will require remov-
al, as well as ornamental

plantings.”
The report, prepared by
environmental consul-

tants WolfPeak, said the
main animal species de-
tected during the survey
“consisted of common
bird speciesincluding little
wattlebird, grey butcher-
bird, Lewin’s honeyeater,

eastern whipbird and rain-
bow lorikeet”, and “one
eastern blue-tongue lizard
was observed in the front
garden”.

Several fresh koala drop-
pings were also found
near the boundary but the
associated tree was situ-
ated on an adjoining prop-
erty and “no preferred ko-
ala food trees were found
on the site”.

The report noted the
“greater area contains
a potential foraging re-
source for the koala”.
“Given that the koala was
only recorded via scats
under a tree on the site
boundary which will be re-
tained and that food trees
occur on adjoining prop-
erties and surrounding
area, the development is
unlikely to have any sig-
nificant adverse impacts
on the local population,”
it said.

In total, 11 threatened
fauna species were “iden-
tified as having potential
to use the site” but the en-
vironmental assessment
concluded they were “un-
likely to be significantly
impacted by the proposal
due to their ecology, the
historical disturbance of
the site and the mitigation
measures proposed”.
Proposed mitigation mea-
sures to reduce the en-

The current backyard of the Port Macquarie property. Picture: Supplied

In 2020, a NSW parlia-

vironmental impacts of
the development include
“pre-clearing surveys
and clearing supetrvision,
weed control, and replace-
ment fauna nest boxes”.
Senator Faruqi has been
contacted for comment.

A spokeswoman for Sen-
ator Faruqi told The Ad-
vertiser, “If this project
goes ahead, it will meet all
ecological requirements,
including retaining the
large spotted gum along
the boundary under which
koala scats have been
found and building nest-
ing boxes.”

Port Macquarie boasts
one of the largest koala
populations in NSW with
more than 2000 in the re-
gion, and is home to the
well known Port Macqua-
rie Koala Hospital.
According to the Port Mac-
quarie Hasting Council,
“the main threats to koa-
las in our region are loss
of habitat, road strikes
and dog attacks”.

“Koalas face many threats
to an increasingly cleared,
developed and fragment-
ed landscape,” the coun-
cil's 2018 Koala Recov-
ery Strategy document
states.

“The biggest threat to koa-
las is habitat loss, includ-
ing impacts from clear-
ing for development and
selective logging. Much
of the koala’s habitat in
Port Macquarie Hastings
area overlaps with areas
where significant clearing
has occurred, and contin-
ues to occur, for urban,
industrial and rural devel-
opment.”

mentary inquiry found
koalas are on track to be-
come extinct by 2050 if
urgent action isn’t taken
to protect their habitat. In
2022 they were listed as
endangered.

“Koala populations in
NSW have decreased be-
tween 33 per cent and
61 per cent since 2001,”
the NSW Greens website
says, noting there are es-
timated to be fewer than
20,000 /eft in the state.
“The Greens have a plan
to protect koalas and their
habitat across the state
from south west Sydney
to Lismore to the South
Coast.”

Senator Faruqi has previ-
ously been critical of past
state governments for al-
lowing koala habitats to
be cleared, notably op-
posing the duplication of
the Pacific Highway on
the NSW north coast while
she was an upper house
MP in2016.

At the time, she said the
then Coalition government
of Mike Baird should have
examined other options
for the highway route, The
Sydney Morning Herald
reported.

“Koala populations
around the state are in
decline, with NSW koala
numbers plummeting
by a third since 1990,”
she said. “We have to be
smarter than this and not
make lazy decisions that
jeopardise their future.”
Senator Farqui lists four
properties on her par-
liamentary register of
interests — one in Port

Macquarie, two in the
desirable inner Sydney
suburb of Beaconsfield,
as well as a 500 square
metre parcel of land in La-
hore, Pakistan.

One Beaconsfield home
is the family’s primary
residence while the other
is an investment prop-
erty which she and her
husband purchased for
$193,000 in 1996, and
today is estimated to be
worth nearly $1.4 million.
In recent months the
Greens have clashed with
the Labor government for
blocking Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese’s sig-
nature $10 billion Hous-
ing Australia Future Fund,
which would see the con-
struction of up to 30,000
social and affordable
homes.
The Greens have demand-
ed a nationwide cap or
freeze on rent increases —
something only states and
territories have the power
to do under the constitu-
tion — in exchange for
supporting the package.
Federal Housing Minis-
ter Julie Collins told the
ABC'’s Insiders last month
that the experience from
ACT, the only jurisdiction
in Australia to cap rents,
had in fact reduced sup-
ply which would lead to
higher rents longer term.
“The overwhelming evi-
dence suggests that it
doesn’t work,” she said.
“It does work in a little way
but overall, evidence and
data shows that it doesn’t
work long term. What it
shows long term is — in
terms of what the experts
are telling us — is that it
reduces supply. When
you look at the evidence
that is being cited by oth-
ers, the evidence shows
that it reduces supply sig-
nificantly by up to 15 per
cent. The other thing that
it shows is the quality of
the stock diminishes over
time.”
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