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Carpenteynd Construction

All aspects of Building & Carpentry:

- New homes

- Timber Framing

- Renovations
- Granny flats

- Extentions
- Pergolas
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Crucial parliament CCTV in Bruce Lehrmann defamation case disclosed to court

Footage from the night of the alleged rape has now been handed over
to the court. Picture: NCA NewsWirel Flavio Brancaleone

Ms Higgins went public with the allegations in 2021. Mr Lehrmann
was not named in the articles subject to defamation proceedings but
claims he was still identified. Picture: NCA NewsWire | Gary Ramage

Crucial CCTV footage de-
picting Bruce Lehrmann
and Brittany Higgins on
the night she alleges she
was raped has been au-
tomatically wiped off the
Parliament House serv-
ers, a court has been
told.

Mr Lehrmann launched
defamation action in
March against Network
10 and journalist Lisa
Wilkinson over the 2021
coverage of Ms Higgins’
allegations in 2021.

He later also launched
proceedings against the
ABC over the live broad-
cast of a National Press
Club address by Ms Hig-
gins.

While he was not named
in the report or Ms Hig-
gins’ speech, Mr Leh-
rmann claims he was still
identified by the media
companies and that there
were four defamatory
meanings in their publi-
cation implying he raped
Ms Higgins at Parliament
House in March 2019.

He has denied all allega-
tions.

The case has been trav-
elling through the Fed-

eral Court since Justice
Michael Lee granted an
extension of time earlier
this year.

Documents from numer-
ous parties — including
author Peter FitzSimons,
publisher Penguin Ran-
dom House and ABC
journalist Laura Tingle
— were subpoenaed and
produced to the court on
Monday.

Earlier this month, high-
profile defamation silk
Sue Chrysanthou SC de-
manded to know why Par-
liament House “did not
have” some of the CCTV
from the night of March
22, 2019, despite it al-
ready being broadcast in
a Channel 1 Spotlight in-
terview.

The footage captured the
pair together heading to
the office of their former
boss, then-Minister Linda
Reynolds, in Parliament
House.

At a case management
hearing on Monday, Jus-
tice Lee was told there
no longer had to be evi-
dence given as to why
the footage could not be
produced.

The court was told the
Department of Parliamen-
tary Services could not
access the raw footage as
it had been automatically
overwritten on the Parlia-
ment House servers.

But barrister Tim Senior,
representing Ten, told the
court the footage that had
aired on Spotlight had
been produced.

“The material that’s been
produced today in re-
sponse to the latest sub-
poena, | believe, is the
material that would have
would have been broad-
cast (on Channel 1),” Mr
Senior said.

The court was told there
had been correspondence
with representatives of
the Department of Parlia-
mentary Services and the
footage was found after
they “searched various
servers” and that other
footage requested no lon-
ger existed.

“Searches have been car-
ried out to see whether
that material was on a
server somewhere, but
apparently it’s not.”

Mr Senior told the court
Network Ten was “satis-
fied” the scope of the sub-
poena was understood
and the searches were
carried out, but had pro-
duced no footage.

“We were satisfied as to
why no documents were
produced in response to
that subpoena,” he said.
The court also heard raw
footage from the Spotlight
interview had been sup-
plied.

Subpoenas were also pro-
vided from Penguin Ran-
dom House and ABC jour-
nalist Laura Tingle and
were read onto the record
by Justice Lee.

One of the subpoenas
involved discussions be-
tween Mr FitzSimons and
Ms Higgins over a lucra-
tive book deal understood
to be worth more than
$325,000.

A further case manage-
ment hearing has been
scheduled for August.

In May, Mr Lehrmann
dropped a defamation law-
suit against News Corp’s
News Life Media and jour-
nalist Samantha Maiden.

News Life Media did not
have to make an apology
or pay damages, and the
articles of concern have

remained online.

Mr Lehrmann’s Supreme
Court trial in the ACT last
year was aborted due to
juror misconduct. He had
pleaded not guilty to sex-
ually assaulting Ms Hig-
gins.

The charges were subse-

quently dropped by the
ACT Director of Public
Prosecutions, who de-
clined to pursue a retrial
over concerns about Ms
Higgins’ mental health.

Mr Lehrmann has contin-
ued to deny the allega-
tions.

Shock salary you need to afford home
in each suburb across Australia

Alarming research has
revealed the minimum in-
come you now need to af-
ford a home in each part
of the country, laying bare
the impact of interest rate
hikes.

National prices are now
just 0.1% lower than they
were a year ago, as one
city continues to lead the
way for Australia’s re-
bounding property mar-
ket.

Home purchasers will
now need a household in-
come of about $140,000
a year to afford the typi-
cal Aussie home thanks
to the dozen interest rate
hikes over the past year,
new figures show.

But home seekers in our
largest capitals will have
to earn substantially more
money to get into the
market, the Finder.com.au
analysis showed.

A Sydney buyer purchas-
ing the average priced
house would need to earn
$250,000 a year in house-
hold income, while in Mel-
bourne it would be nearly
$175,000 annually.

SEE LIST OF AREAS BE-
Low

The Finder.com.au study
examined the minimum

income buyers required to
afford an average priced
unit or house in each sub-
urb without going into
“mortgage stress” - a
situation where the owner
is spending more than a
third of their income on
repayments.

It assumed the buyer paid
a typical interest rate on
offer to new buyers —6.18
per cent — and used a 10
per cent deposit.

In Melbourne, there were
only a handful of suburbs
left where buyers could
afford housing — usually
units — with an income
below $100,000.

In Sydney, $86,000 was
the minimum income re-
quired to purchase in the
city’s cheapest suburb
(Carramar, in the south-
west), if using a 10 per
cent deposit.

For context, the aver-
age Aussie household
earns $100,000-$110,000
a year, according to the
ABS.

Finder head of consumer
research Graham Cooke
said home ownership
was slipping out of reach
of new buyers faster than
even during previous
housing booms, when
prices were soaring.

“Every time the cash rate
goes up, the first rung of
the property ladder gets
higher,” Mr Cooke said.
Mortgage broker and
buyer’s advocate Mario
Borg told the Herald Sun
repayments in some ar-
eas would be so extreme
that homeowners would
barely have enough left
to cover the cost of every-
day living expenses.

“If you have an actual
house you’ll still have to
pay council rates, water,
electricity and gas, and
repairs and maintenance,”
he said.

MINIMUM ANNUAL IN-
COME NEEDED TO AF-
FORD TO BUY:

Median priced Sydney
house: $250,000

Median priced Sydney
unit: $150,000

See full list of Sydney
suburbs by income need-
ed to buy

Median Melbourne house:
$175,000

Median Melbourne unit:
$121,000

See full list of Melbourne
suburbs by income need-

ed to buy
Median Brisbane house:
$160,000
Median Brisbane unit:
$107,000

See full list of Brisbane
suburbs

Median Adelaide house:
$139,000

Median Adelaide unit:
$97,000

See full list of suburbs

Median Perth house:
$121,000

Median Perth unit:
$84,000




Page 22

Saturday 22 July 2023

the middie east

I

YoXY 3t YV Coied!

YY dniia

NEWS

RBA minutes reveal board almost hiked rates, Commonwealth Games in limbo as
warning issued about economy growth

Outgoing RBA governor
Phil Lowe has spelled
out the potential catas-
trophe Australians face
if the central bank gets
its interest rate calls
wrong

The Reserve Bank has
revealed the risks of
further rate hikes as it
revealed a slower-than
expected economic out-
look was a key reason
the cash rate was held
steady for only the sec-
ond time in 14 months.
Minutes from the RBA’s
July meeting reveals
while the board agreed
“some further tighten-
ing of monetary policy
may be required” in the
months ahead to bring
inflation under control,
more data on inflation
and the economy was
needed to ensure the
central bank didn’t go
too far.

Atthe meeting, the board
had flirted with the idea
of raising rates by 25
basis points, but agreed
the case for holding
them steady was “stron-
ger”, the minutes show.
The board concluded
that the full effect of 12
rate hikes since last May
had yet to be felt by Aus-
tralians and there was a
risk output growth could
slow by “more than ex-
pected”, triggering a
potentially catastrophic
set of events.

The slowing in eco-
nomic activity in gen-
eral, and consumption
in particular, had been
consistent with what
could reasonably have
been expected given
trends in household in-
come and wealth,” the
minutes state.
“However, members ob-
served that there was
considerable uncertain-
ty about the resilience of
household consumption
and that the squeeze
on many households’
finances could result
in consumption slow-

RBA Governor Philip Lowe and the board voted to keep rates steady
this month. Picture: NCA NewsWirel Tertius Pickard

ing more sharply than
implied by the current
forecasts.

“Higher interest rates
could also be expected
to encourage house-
holds to save more,
which would affect con-
sumption.

“If that were to occur,
the demand for labour
would slow, and the un-
employment rate would
be likely to rise beyond
the rate required to en-
sure inflation returns to
target in a reasonable
time frame.”

The board said mort-
gage payments had
already increased to a
“historical peak” of 9.4
per cent of household
income.

The board discussed
wage growth, which re-
mained well below the
inflation rate — meaning
real household incomes
had declined by a whop-
ping four per cent in the
year to March.

In exploring the case
for increasing the rate,
the board said inflation
was forecast to remain
above target for an
extended period, and
“there was a risk that
this time frame would
be extended without
further monetary policy
tightening”.

The board said rising
rent and services were
among the consumer
price categories that
were exhibiting “quite
persistent” inflation.
Members commented
on the “very tight” la-

bour market, and said
despite an apparent
stabilisation of nominal
wages growth, the envi-
ronment would “remain
conducive to above-
average increases in
prices and wages under
such levels of labour
market tightness”.

The board also ac-
knowledged inflation
was declining; and that
the slowing in econom-
ic growth was working
to bring demand and
supply into closer align-
ment which, “over time,
would work to lower in-
flation”.

Ultimately, the board
judged the case to hold
the cash rate steady was
“the stronger one”.
“Noting both the un-
certainty around the
outlook and the signifi-
cant increase in interest
rates to date, members
agreed to hold the cash
rate steady and reas-
sess the situation at the
August meeting,” the
minutes say.

“Members agreed some
further tightening of
monetary policy may
be required to bring in-
flation back to target
within a reasonable
time frame, but that this
depended on how the
economy and inflation
evolve.”

The meeting was the
last one before it was
announced Philip Lowe
would be replaced by
Deputy Governor Mi-
chele Bullock in the top
job from September.

Australia pulls out as 2026 host

AUSTRALIA

Australia will host the 2026 Commonwealth Games

The Australian state of Vic-
toria pulled out of hosting
the 2026 Commonwealth
Games on Tuesday citing
major cost blow-outs, leav-
ing organisers fuming as
they scrambled to keep the
multi-sport event afloat.
State Premier Daniel An-
drews said the initial es-
timated  Aus$2  billion
(US$1.36 billion) needed
to hold the Games would
more likely be around
Auss1 billion, which he
called “well and truly too
much”.

“I've made a lot of difficult
calls, a lot of very difficult
decisions in this job. This
is not one of them. Frankly,
$1 billion for a sporting
event, we are not doing
that,” he said at a press
conference in Melbourne.
“I will not take money out
of hospitals and schools to
host an event that is three
times the cost estimated
and budgeted for last year.
“The Games will not pro-
ceed in Victoria in 2026.
We have informed Com-
monwealth Games authori-
ties of our decision to seek
to terminate the contract,”
he added.

The event -- featuring 20
sports and 26 disciplines
-- was due to be held
across five regional hubs
in the state, including Gee-
long, Ballarat, Bendigo,
Gippsland and Sheppar-
ton, with each having its
own athletes’ village.
Andrews said his team had
looked at cutting the num-

ber of hubs or even mov-
ing the Games to the Victo-
ria state capital Melbourne,
but “none of those options
stack up”.

Instead, he announced a
Auss$?2 billion support pack-
age for regional Victoria.
Andrews refused to say
how much it was costing to
terminate the agreement,
but insisted talks with the
Commonwealth Games
Federation were amicable.
But the Federation was not
happy, blasting the move
as “hugely disappointing”.
“We are disappointed that
we were only given eight
hours’ notice and that no
consideration was given
to discussing the situation
to jointly find solutions
prior to this decision be-
ing reached by the govern-
ment,” it said in a state-
ment.

- Solution -

Victoria was only awarded
the contract 14 months
ago as the exclusive bid-
der, with the Federation
claiming the state had
since decided to include
more sports, added an ad-
ditional regional hub, and
changed plans for venues.
This additional expense
was “often against the ad-
vice of the Commonwealth
Games Federation and
Commonwealth Games
Australia”, it said, adding
that it had received as-
surances that “sufficient
funding was available to
deliver the Victoria 2026

Commonwealth Games”.
The decision to pull out
leaves the fate of the
Games up in the air, with
fewer and fewer countries
showing interest in recent
times to take on a spec-
tacle seen as losing its rel-
evance.

The Federation insisted it
remained “committed to
finding a solution for the
Games in 2026 that is in
the best interest of our ath-
letes and the wider Com-
monwealth Sport Move-
ment”.

The event typically attracts
more than 4,000 athletes
from the 54 nations of the
Commonwealth, almost all
of which are former territo-
ries of the British Empire.
The last Games, in 2022,
were held in England af-
ter Birmingham stepped in
late in the piece.

In a letter to staff cited by
the Herald Sun newspaper,
Commonwealth Games
Australia president Ben
Houston said he was only
told about the decision on
Tuesday morning.

He also called it “extreme-
ly disappointing”, adding:
“We are working with the
Commonwealth Games
Federation to understand
the broad impacts on the
Games in 2026.”

The Victorian state op-
position called Andrews’
decision a “massive hu-
miliation” and “hugely
damaging to Victoria’s rep-
utation as a global events
leader”.
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Sydney businesses win battle against NSW government over losses caused by $3b light rail

A NSW court has
smoothed the path for
potentially hundreds of
businesses to seek com-
pensation for disruption
caused by the drawn-out
construction of the state
government’s  Sydney
light rail line.

Two small businesses
are leading a class action
lawsuit filed against the
state’s transport agency
in the NSW Supreme
Court, arguing work on
the $3 billion project
caused “unreasonable”
interference.
Construction work on
the 12-kilometre tram
line between Sydney’s
central business district,
Randwick and Kingsford
in the eastern suburbs
began in 2015. The fi-
nal stage of the project
opened a year behind
schedule in 2020, frus-
trated by a series of cost
blowouts, delays and le-
gal battles.

Justice Richard Ca-
vanagh on Wednesday
found Transport for
NSW was liable for fi-
nancial losses to the
two businesses because
the harm caused by de-
lays to construction was
“plainly foreseeable”.
“The defendant may
have been exposed to
additional costs, but the
persons who ended up
bearing the costs of the
prolonged construction
activity .. were some
of the business own-
ers along the light rail
route,” Cavanagh said.
“They had been prom-
ised minimal destruc-
tion and a staged pro-
cess of construction,
which would have seen
them exposed to the
construction activities
for months, rather than
years.”

Hunt Leather, a luxury
handbag store in the
Strand Arcade, and res-
taurant operator Ancio,
which ran eateries on An-
zac Parade in Kingsford,
were among hundreds
of retailers who argued

they had suffered finan-
cial loss or damages
due to the disturbance
caused by the project.
Lawyers for Transport
for NSW had denied
claims the work had
caused a “nuisance” to
businesses.

They said any interfer-
ence to the retailers
along the route was
neither substantial nor
unreasonable, and rath-
er an inevitable conse-
quence of construction.
Cavanagh said in his
judgment that the two
lead plaintiffs had suc-
ceeded on their claim

that construction of the
project had caused them
both “substantial and
unreasonable interfer-
ence”.

“Despite the public ben-
efit in development of
the Sydney light rail, and
despite the fact the use
of the land might have
been reasonable for a
period .. there came a
point in time when it be-
came unreasonable,” he
said.

However, Cavanagh
identified a “significant
problem in applying my
findings about substan-
tial and unreasonable

interference to all mem-
bers of the class [ac-
tion]*

This, he said, was be-
cause the causes of any
loss suffered by various
businesses were “in dis-
pute and may vary”.
“There may be substan-
tial differences between
the impact that the con-
struction of the light
rail had on landowners
and business owners
at certain points along
the route compared with
others.”

Cavanagh said a fur-
ther hearing in October
would be required to fi-

PM confirms his department suspended
robo-debt bureaucrat from $900k job

Former top public servant
Kathryn Campbell has
been suspended without
pay from her $900,000-a-
year job with the Defence
Department less than a
fortnight after the robo-
debt royal commission
made damning findings
against her.

Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese confirmed on
ABC radio in Melbourne
the decision was made
by his department to sus-
pend Campbell following
commissioner Catherine
Holmes’ findings against
the senior bureaucrat,
who played a key role in
the unlawful debt recov-
ery scheme championed
by the Coalition.

“This was a decision
made by the Department
of Prime Minister and
Cabinet and appropriate
bodies. It’'s not appropri-
ate, given the potential
legal matters that are in-
volved, to go through all
of the detail here, but cer-
tainly there’s been an ap-
propriate response from
my department and from
the public service to the
Royal Commission find-
ings,” Albanese said.
Asked by host Virginia
Trioli how long Campbell
was suspended for, and
whether it would prog-

ress to a dismissal, Alba-
nese declined to disclose
further details, “because
individuals do have rights
as well, and we’ll go
through appropriate pro-
cesses.”

“One of the things the
royal commission was
about was making sure
we get proper processes
so we don’t have the sort
of governance arrange-
ments, whether it be some
of the actions of the public
service, but more particu-
larly as well, the actions
of government ministers
from the time that robo-
debt was introduced and
then kept going for four-
and-a -half years in spite
of the fact that it was an
illegal scheme.”

Campbell went on leave
shortly before the royal
commission made a range
of scathing findings, in-
cluding that she repeat-
edly failed to act when the
scheme’s flaws and ille-
gality became apparent.
Campbell has yet to com-
ment on the findings of
the royal commission.
She is being contacted for
comment.

Senior government sourc-
es who cannot be named
because they are not au-
thorised to speak publicly
said Campbell had been

suspended without pay
on July 10, three days af-
ter the royal commission
delivered its findings.
Campbell served as sec-
retary of the Department
of Human Services be-
tween 2011 and 2011, the
period in which the illegal
income averaging scheme
was introduced.

The royal commission
found that Campbell kept
the true nature of the in-
come-averaging scheme
secret when advising
cabinet because she
knew then-social services
minister Scoit Morrison
wanted to pursue the pro-
gram.

It also found Campbell
deliberately  instructed
her own legal team to dis-
continue a request for le-
gal advice on the scheme
and that she shelved a
damning $1 million audit
by PwC into the welfare
crackdown just as it was
about to finish because
she feared its contents
would be damaging.

The Albanese govern-
ment technically demoted
Campbell last year from
the secretary of the De-
partment of Foreign Af-
fairs and Trade to a senior
role within Defence advis-
ing on the AUKUS agree-
ment

nalise damages for the
two lead plaintiffs, and to
determine the next steps
in the proceedings.

“Going forward, there
will need to be a process
or mechanism devel-
oped for the determina-

tion of both entitlement
and loss. My preliminary
view is that referees ...
should be appointed
to determine outcomes
based on guidelines and
parameters,” Cavanagh
said.

Liverpool Mayor Ned Mannoun calls for the
NSW and Federal Governments to fund the
Commonwealth Games in Western Sydney

Liverpool Mayor Ned Man-
noun calls for the NSW
and Federal Governments
to fund the Common-
wealth Games in Western
Sydney.

Liverpool Mayor Ned Man-
noun says the Common-
wealth Games should be
held in Western Sydney
so that residents can reap
the financial investment
and infrastructure bene-
fits that accompany large
events.

“The people here deserve
the $3 billion investment
in funds and what better
way to celebrate the new
Western Sydney Airport
than by hosting the Com-
monwealth Games in an
economic powerhouse,”
he said.

Mayor Mannoun said that
while Western Sydney
does have sporting infra-
structure it needs more.
“We have been disadvan-
taged by a lack of road,
rail, and sporting infra-
structure. The Common-
wealth Games would help
us catch up given we are
well behind due to rapid
population growth.

“I'd love to see the state
and federal governments
step up and support our
people,” he said. “As well
as jobs and infrastructure

it would give residents a
lift and inspire a new gen-
eration of athletes.

“We have a global air-
port and we are building
a new global city,” Mayor
Mannoun said. “Every-
one would benefit from
a Western Sydney Com-
monwealth Games brand.
“It will inspire communi-
ties; it will inspire the kids
and it give the govern-
ment the opportunity to
give something important
to our residents.

“This is a great excuse
for the governments to
start spending money
out here and making sure
that Western Sydney isn’t
just seen as a place of full
of factories and freight
trucks - but rather, as
a place of innovation, a
place of sport, a place
of hopes, and a place of
dreams.

It is a great opportu-
nity, and it shouldn’t be
missed.

Victoria has dropped the
ball — they’re making Aus-
tralia look bad, and south-
west and western Sydney

residents deserve this
score.”
Media Contact. Jennifer

Havilah 0421 829 913
havilahj@liverpool.nsw.
gov.au
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