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D DAKKAN

INSURANCE BROKERS
Trowrance Sewvices 7

* Business Insurance
* Trade Insurance ° Insurance Packages

(02)9707 3077

SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

I@ nibed irsairance grosip

* Workers’ Comp
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Steadfast *

AUTHENTIC
LEBANESE BREAKFAST

@amﬁl

TZZERL&) 02 9791 1321
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2/ 165 - 167 Wattle Street, Mt Lewis NSW - : 9791 1321
M: 0414 22 55 77 Email: tony.mtlewispizzeria@gmail.com
\_ Check out our Prices on our Page on Facebook Mount Lewis Pizzeria
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City View Function Centre

ALL PROCEEDS WILL BE DEDICATED TO SUPPORTING

THE CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL AT WESTMEAD. 7:30 PM

$m | Elias Nassil: & 0425 230 649
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| Kfarsaroun Association

Annual Fundraising
Dinner 2023

4, The Children's Hospital
at Westmead

City View Function Centre
25941 Canlerbury Hoad - Lakemba
7/10/2023 @7:30 PM
| Ticker pRICE s100

Samia Eliax: & 0433 773 779
John Ashak: & 0414 799 049
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SERVICING SYDNEY

VP Professional Cleaning Service offers professional affordable
cleaning services for office, workplace, and home unit cleaning.

Extensive experience. No job too big or too small. You will not be
disappointed. For a free quote feel free to call Ph: 0424524164
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The Lebanese Forces Sydney
Invite you to attend
the Divine Liturgy in memory of all the
Martyrs of the Lebanese Resistance.
Date: Sunday the 10/09/2023
Time: 4.00 pm at St Charbel’s Church
142 Highclere Avenue, Punchbowl
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My dear and best loved ones, honorable audience,

May God bless you all , with his greats blessings.

In my name,and in the name of Nawfal family, we welcome
you all to celebrate our newlyweds, our beloved Dr. Christine
and our dear son Mario, wishing you eternal happiness and
lifetime of joy.

I also welcome the family of our dear bride, the beloved and
honorable Gerges family.
We thank the Holy Lord for this wonderful occasion that

unites our two families with a bond , and both families be-
come one large family , united in faith, blessed by holy love,
and joined by the holy word of our Lord.

And now, dear newlyweds:

Our bride Dr Christine, we welcome you to your new family,
the Nawfal family, you are dearly loved and addition to our
family.

Dear son Mario, | encourage you to keep what Lord Jesus
Christ commanded us, to arm yourself with love, because

YOUR
An
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love is patient, love is kind, love never fails.
Dear son, new daughter and beloved guests,
love, tolerance and forgiveness are essential for
a successful marriage.

Love is the first commandment , to love God ,
and to love one another. God teaches us , the
man and his wife are no longer two , but become
one blessed body , and they should honor each
other,

Again in my name and the name of my wife Sa-
bah, we ask the Holy Lord to keep you in his
name forever Amen,

Thank you everyone ,for being with us , to cel
ebrate the joining of Christine and Mario. Hon-
ored to have you with us. God bless you all ,and
a thousand congratulations to our sweethearts
Christine and Mario Nowfal.
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‘Stay out of it’: Rinehart CEO blasts companies backing Yes campaign

The chief executive of
Gina Rinehart’s agricul-
tural empire has slammed
Australian corporations
for backing the Yes cam-
paign, saying business
should “stay out of it”.
Adam Giles, former Chief
Minister of the Northern
Territory and now CEO
of the mining magnate’s
farming assets, Hancock
Agriculture and S. Kid-
man & Co, has spoken out
in several recent inter-
views to decry large com-
panies including Qantas,
Woolworths, Wesfarmers,
Rio Tinto and BHP taking
a side in the Voice debate
— and contributing mil-
lions in donations and
marketing.

“l think [corporates]
should stay out of it,” Mr
Giles, who is Indigenous,
told podcaster Jody Rowe
earlier this month.

“I don’t get involved in it,
and as | say in this com-
pany, let’s stay in our
lane. We grow cattle. We
grow beef. We talk to the
consumer. None of our
business happens in the
political world, and | don’t
think we should.”

Mr Giles told the Tough
Talk host he didn’t think
corporate contributions
to the Yes campaign were
the “best use of share-
holder funds”’.

“l see a little bit of com-
mentary about whether
shareholders might have
some sort of class action
against companies, and
I think they have every
right to,” he said.

“It’d be interesting to see
that tested. But if you’re
spending two or three
million dollars of share-
holders’ money and prof-
its on a political campaign
which is only one side of
a story, 1 don’t think that’s
the best use of sharehold-
ers’ funds.”

In a separate interview
with Sky News host An-
drew Bolt, Mr Giles sug-
gested companies would
be better off spending that
money directly to help In-
digenous communities.
“Rather than spend all of
this money on the Voice
and have all of these
corporations donating
money to a government

Hancock Agriculture CEO Adam Giles, right. Picture: Mark Stewart

campaign, it would be far
better to divide that mon-
ey up and give it to every
prescribed [Indigenous]
body corporate and get-
ting them involved in eco-
nomics, supporting busi-
ness development and
job —creation,” he said.
Last month, senior Aus-
tralian businessman Gra-
ham Bradley made similar
comments to The Aus-
tralian, saying he didn’t
believe the Voice was a
topic where companies
“have a legitimate author-
ity to take a public corpo-
rate position”.

“Many companies have
taken a public position
on the Voice prematurely,
before the parliament had
voted on the wording of
the referendum propos-
al,” he said. “This is poor
governance even if you
view the Voice as an is-
sue where corporate enti-
ties have some legitimate
advocacy role.”

Mr Bradley said he ques-
tioned “for whom com-
panies speak on issues
such as this”.

“Is it their shareholders?
Have they canvassed the
views of their sharehold-
ers before becoming ad-
vocates? Or is it employ-
ees and have they been

canvassed? Custom-
ers? ” he said.
“If these stakeholder

groups were to be can-
vassed and were likely
found to be as divided as
the general community, it
would in my view be wrong
for a board to take a pub-
lic advocacy position in
the name of the company.
Better to let individual ex-
ecutives take positions in
their own name, not usurp
their stakeholders by tak-
ing corporate positions.”

Speaking on Rowe’s pod-
cast, Mr Giles stressed
that his position on the
Voice was “that I'm just
an Australian”, and that
he was not campaigning
for either side despite be-
ing lobbied by both the
Yes and No camps.

“l refuse to get involved
— I’'m not in politics,” he
said.

But he said based on his
own experience in the
Northern Territory, his
personal view was “that
the Voice is not the right
approach”, although he
did support a preamble to
the constitution.

He claimed the Voice was
a “political tool” that had
sparked a “wildfire that is
now uncontrollable”.

“It’'s taking reconciliation
and race relations back a
step or two, and people
have had a gutful,” he
said.

“By the government not
explaining what it is — |
don’t know what it is and
I'm pretty well informed,
I understand all the is-
sues. Now you’re seeing
this great divide between
black and white Australia.
We see things such as
[Western Australia’s] Cul-
tural Heritage Act .. people
saying they want compen-
sation or a trealy is upset-
ting people. People say
that’'s a scare campaign,
it’s not It’s real.”

Mr Giles argued Indig-
enous Australians did not
care about constitutional
change and just wanted
“education for their kids,
jobs for themselves and
economic development”.
“In my time as Chief Min-
ister and in opposition,
when | would sit in the dirt
and talk to people in the
remote Northern Territory,

and | would say to them,

‘Do you want a change in
the constitution?’ People
would say to me, ‘| want
a house to live in. | want a
roof over my head. | want
a flushing toilet. | don’t
know what the constitu-
tion is,”” he said.

“In my whole time in poli-
tics in the Northern Terri-
tory not one person told
me they wanted to change
the constitution. So that’s
where | get my decision-
making from. | think it’s a
cruel farce. I think it’s very
upsetting that Aboriginal
people are being used in
a political tool.”

Last week, Qantas boss
Alan Joyce reaffirmed
the airline’s support for
the Voice, unveiling the

Yes campaign logo on
three aircraft at an event
alongside Prime Minis-
ter Anthony Albanese on
Monday.

He announced key mem-
bers of the Yes campaign
and the Uluru Dialogue
will also receive free
flights in order to travel
to regional and remote
Australia to spread the
message ahead of the ref-
erendum.

Mr Joyce said the nation-
al carrier was “literally fly-
ing the flag” in support for
the Voice. “These aircraft
will cover a huge amount
of the country,” he said.

“Every major city, every
major town will get to see
this message, which is
fantastic.”

Influential polister Kos
Samaras of RedBridge
group told news.com.au
last week the Yes cam-
paign had been “not wise”
in lining up with what he
called “successful Aus-
tralia” — CEOs, large cor-
porations and celebrities
— to sell the message to
“unsuccessful Australia”.
“Corporate Australia’s
social capital has been
on the decline for many
years and relying on them
to sell the message has
in some way eroded the
authenticity of the Yes
proposition,” he said.

“People’s response s,
‘Bank CEOs and politi-
cians are saying | should
vote Yes — this is all
political.” People have

become a lot more cyni-
cal. [The Yes campaign
is] missing the growing
resentment within the
community around some
of these institutions. The

Yes campaign should
have avoided using the
top end of town and just
focused on selling the
message using First Na-
tions people.”

NSW Premier Chris Minns urges teachers
federation to return to negotiating table

Amid souring relation-
ships with the teachers
federation, one state pre-
mier has urged the union
body to return to the ne-
gotiating table.

NSW Premier Chris Minns
has implored the union
body for public school
teachers to return to the
negotiating table, with a
proposed pay deal set to
make NSW teachers en-
tering the profession the
highest paid in Australia.

Tensions came to a boil
earlier this month when
the NSW Teachers Fed-
eration (NSWTF) accused
the government of an “act
of betrayal,” claiming it
abandoned a deal both
parties had agreed to.

The government’s pro-
posed offer was based
on a four-year deal that
would offer a significant
uplift to salaries of up to
12 per cent in the first
year, followed by 2.5 per
cent annual increases,
which the union blasted
as insulting.

However, appearing on
ABC Radio’s Sydney
Mornings program on
Monday, Mr Minns said
the figures on offer need-
ed to be “put in perspec-
tive”.

He said the proposed deal
would propel first-year
teachers in NSW from be-
ing the worst paid to the
highest paid in the coun-
try due to a $10,000 up-
lift.

“To put it into perspec-
tive, if you’ve joined the
NSW teaching profession
as a first-year teacher,
rather than being of-
fered $15,000, you’ll
earn $85,000. Within four
years, your salary will be
$105,000,” he said.

For experienced teach-
ers with more than seven
years’ experience, their

salaries would increase
from about $113,000 fo
$122,000.

Mr Minns added that the
“front-loaded” deal was
done “at the teachers fed-
eration’s request, and the
government would have
also considered a smaller
initial boost in place of
bigger pay increases in
years two, three and four.
He said the salary up-
lift was needed to keep
teachers in the their jobs,
with figures suggesting
20 per cent of first and
second-year teachers are
leaving the profession.
“(But) why would you
want that? You’d want the
compound interest effect
of having it all in the first
year,” he said.

While the award for teach-
ers doesn’t expire until
January 2024, the NSWTF
has implored the govern-
ment to reconsider.
Following a protest of
more than 150 western
Sydney-based teachers
at the Education Minis-
ter Prue Car’s office last
Wednesday, the union
body has also threatened
an “escalation of action”
from September if their
demands aren’t met.

“The teacher shortage in
NSW is severe and get-
ting worse and our kids
deserve better. The fast-
est and best way to tackle
this crisis is for the gov-
ernment to pay teach-
ers what they’re worth,”
NSWTF acting president
Henry Rajendra said.

“It’s not too late to revive
and honour the agreement
the government made.
“Teachers will continue
to exert maximum politi-
cal pressure and on Sep-
tember 9 our State Coun-
cil will meet to decide
whether to escalate that
action.”
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Jacqui Lambie backs women’s rugby NSW coal-fired plant to gain new life-

push ahead of France World Cup

Outspoken senator Jac-
qui Lambie has called on
the nation’s women sports
stars to give their male
counterparts “a bit of a
slapping”, as female play-
ers in one popular Austra-
lian sporting code claim
their future “hangs in the
balance”.

Australia’s women’s rugby
team took to social media
to call out Rugby Austra-
lia for a lack of investment
and promotion in the fe-
male code after video sur-
faced online of the men’s
team and their families fly-
ing business class.

The open letter, which was
posted by Wallaroos play-
ers, criticised the sporting
body’s decision ahead of
the 2023 France World
Cup and amid calls for pay
parity after the Matildas’
success at the FIFA World
Cup.

Senator Jacqui Lambie
told the Today show on
Monday that the Matildas’
success had “elevated”
the country, and she urged
women’s sports stars
across the country to de-
mand more from their re-
spective sporting bodies.
“A lot of women‘s sports
are coming out and com-
ing out harder, (but) some
of them don‘t even have
change rooms,” Senator
Lambie said.

“The PM has given them
$100m, (but) I don’t think
that will get close putting
out there what needs to
be invested in women’s
sport.

“You go hard you women,
go out there and show
them your might Give
those men a bit of a slap-
ping.”

Wallaroos star Arabella
McKenzie was critical of
Rugby Australia’s deci-
sion to fly the men’s team
to France business class,
writing on X, formerly
known as Twitter, that
the “future of our games”
hangs in the balance.

“You told us flying any-
thing beyond economy
was too costly,” the open
letter posted by McKen-
Zie and others on Sunday
stated.

“Then, you flew the Wal-

Independent senator Jacqui Lambie issued a rallying cry for women’s
sports around the country. Picture: NCA NewsWire | Martin Ollman

labies business class on a
trip shorter than ours.
“You told us full-time con-
tracts were in the pipeline,
that there wasn’t enough
money to keep the men in
the game, let alone us.
“Then, you paid $5 million
for an NRL player.

“You continually say we
don’t have resources and
yet we all saw the World
Cup send-off for the Wal-
labies.”

The letter stated that the
impact of women’s sports
on the Australian sporting
landscape had become
obvious thanks to the Mat-
ildas.

“It’s time for the chairman,
board, and CEO to prior-
itise the future of Wom-
en‘s Rugby and allocate
adequate resources,” the
letter stated.

“It’'s time to acknowledge
that we are not promoted
equally, even on a free
platform.

“The future of our games
hangs in the balance. It’s
your move, Rugby Austra-
lia.”

The plea was made simul-
taneously by almost every
Wallaroos team member
who issued the same de-
mands on their own social
media.

Senior forward Sera Nai-
qama shared the plea on
Sunday with the caption:
“Well-behaved women sel-
dom make history.”
Former rugby player and
Nine commentator Allana
Ferguson told the same
show on Monday that the
players were “fed up”.
“What the Matildas have
shown us all what wom-
en’s sport with do and how
it can positively affect our
nation,” she said.

“They are upset and fed up
with the way they’ve been
treated and they want a

change within their sport.”
Ferguson described the
treatment of the men’s
team ahead of the French
World Cup as being the
“tipping point” for the
women'’s team.

“All the women are asking
for is equality with train-
ing, with their access, how
they are being treated,”
she said.

“And, how they are being
shown to the rest of Aus-
tralia. They want more out
of their sport and for their
sport.

“They’ve been asking
for it for a very long time
and fair enough. So they
should have that kind of
access.

“It's all timing. | guess
what the Matildas have
done, it’s a really positive
platform for players and
different sports to launch
off.

“They feel it’s their time to
get more recognition from
Rugby Australia them-
selves into their sport into
the grassroots and wom-
en’‘s rugby.”

The Wallabies will battle
to hold onto the Rugby
World Cup title in France
after both the men’s and
women'’s teams took home
the 2022 gong.

Australia is set to host the
women’s tournament in
2029 that has garnered re-
newed focus following the
successful FIFA Women’s
World Cup.

The Matildas finished
fourth in the FIFA 2023
Women’s World Cup last
week following back-to-
back loses against Eng-
land and Sweden.

The team’s semi-final
against England drew as
many as 11 million view-
ers, sparking fresh con-
versations about pay and
resource parity.

line after Minns government review

The Minns government’s re-
view of the NSW electricity
network has recommended
the life of Australia’s larg-
est coal-fired power station
be extended by making a
deal with operator Origin
Energy.

The review recommends the
government enter into ne-
gotiations with Origin on an
extension of the coal plant
at Lake Macquarie, north
of Sydney. The confidential
cabinet document says that
a deal with Origin should be
temporary and coupled with
an exit policy.

Industry experts estimate
prolonging Eraring’s opera-
tions could cost between
$200 million and $400 mil-
lion a year. The move is
likely to be welcomed by
industry, but any extension
would pose a political risk
for Labor because it would
require the use of taxpayer
funds to support a high-
polluting coal plant.

While the Herald has not
seen the report in full, the
recommendations say the
ongoing use of fossil fuels
may be necessary to ad-
dress energy shortfalls by
suggesting there be greater
recognition of the role of
gas power in firming infra-
structure.

The government is yet to
sign off on a final version of
the report or adopt its rec-
ommendations. However, a
senior Labor source unau-
thorised to speak publicly
said the call to extend Erar-
ing’s operations in some ca-
pacity beyond 2025 would
not change.

The Minns government paid
consultancy group Marsden
Jacob Associates $211,000
to conduct the energy
check-up, which was head-
ed by Cameron O’Reilly, a
Keating-era Labor staffer
and a former senior energy
bureaucrat in NSW.

O’Reilly was also the chief
executive of the now-de-
funct Energy Retailers As-
sociation between 2006 and
2015. The group — which
became the Australian En-
ergy Council in 2016 —
was the peak industry body
for retailers in Australia. Its
members included Origin.
The appointment has been

Premier Chris Minns has indicated he was open to extending the life of

Eraring.Credit: Matt Longland
criticised by the Coalition
because of O’Reilly’s past
links to the Labor and in-
dustry, something Energy
Minister Penny Sharpe dis-
missed.

“Cameron O’Reilly brings
enormous insight and ex-
perience of the develop-
ment of energy policy from
within and outside govern-
ment. That is precisely why
he was chosen to do this
work,” she said.

Penny Sharpe has said the
government’s response to
the energy review would be
released by the end of the
month.Credit: Natalie Boog
The report’s contents have
been a closely guarded
secret within the Minns
government, and a spokes-
woman for Sharpe declined
to comment on the recom-
mendations.

On Sunday, Sharpe said she
would not “rule in or out”
what was in the check-up,
saying it and the govern-
ment’s response would be
released by the end of the
month.

The review’s findings are
likely to be welcomed
by industry figures con-
cerned about forecast en-
ergy shortages from 2021,
caused in part by delays
to the construction of the
Snowy Hydro 2.0 and the
Kurri Kurri gas-fired power
plant.

However, energy groups
such as Climate Energy Fi-
nance, a think tank that ad-
vocates for a speedier tran-
sition to renewables, are
critical of the proposal.

A report by CEF in July es-
timated that keeping Erar-
ing open at only half of its
capacity would require the
NSW government to pay
Origin between $200 million
and $400 million a year in
subsidies.

While the government is yet
to announce its intentions
over the future of the 2880-
megawatt power station —
which Origin announced
last year it would close in
August 2025 — Premier
Chris Minns previously in-
dicated he was open to ex-
tending its life.

NSW  Treasurer Daniel
Mookhey immediately held
talks with Origin’s pro-
posed new owner, Canadi-
an investment giant Brook-
field, after it won the March
election. Last month, Minns
indicated that an extension
of Eraring might be neces-
sary because “the pace of
renewable energy coming
online in NSW has been so
slow”.

“[It] means we have to re-
visit some of the existing
infrastructure, particularly
when it comes to baseload
power in the state because
[the former government]
were so slow at getting
planning approvals and re-
newable energy zones up
and running,” he said.

The recommendations in-
clude potential improve-
ments to the state’s renew-
able energy road map, as
well as a greater focus on
the role of gas power in
firming infrastructure.
Firming or dispatchable
power is energy that can be
called on at short notice to
generate electricity when
gaps emerge in supply.
Federal Energy Minister
Chris Bowen excluded
gas power from a joint
Commonwealth-NSW  un-
derwriting tender scheme
for electricity-firming in-
frastructure, but NSW has
been more pragmatic, with
Minns indicating support
for the controversial $3.5
billion Narrabri gas proj-
ect
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‘It is literally heartbreaking’. Dutton on ‘absolute squalor’ of Aboriginal community

Liberal leader Peter Dutton
has described Indigenous
Australians in Alice Springs
as living in “absolute squa-
lor” after being confronted
over “racist” remarks.
Liberal leader Peter Dutton
has described First Nations
people in Alice Springs as
living in “absolute squa-
lor” in a new episode of
the ABC’s Kitchen Cabinet
where he is confronted by
host Annabel Crabb over
“racist” remarks.
The former Queensland cop
has gone into extraordinary
detail about his compli-
cated personal life on the
program, including his first
marriage as a teenager.
But it's his comments
around race and the Voice
that are set to spark con-
troversy, with the Liberal
leader telling journalist An-
nabel Crabb that one of the
biggest things that blows
him away most about Indig-
enous culture is “the squa-
lor” of some communities.
“Well, it depends on
where you go. If you go to
East Arnhem Land, kids
at school 90 per cent of
the time they’ve got an at-
tendance rate equivalent
to what we would see in
a capital city.” Mr Dutton
says.
“There’s employment
programs and a building
company that has been
established, this up in Yun-
upingu land and there’s a
functioning society.
“It's quite remarkable that
you hop on the plane and
then go to Alice Springs
and people living in town
camps or in absolute squa-
lor. The health system’s
not functioning. The law-
and-order system is not
functioning. And there’s a
complete breakdown.
“And it is literally heart-
breaking.
Host Annabel Crabb then
suggests this is “interest-
ing because | was asking
you about First Nations
Indigenous culture and
you’ve gone straight to law
and order”.
“But, you ask what sort of
strikes you most when you
go into that community. It
is the squalor,” Mr Dutton
confirms.
“And the culture, the arts,

i e o ¢

Mr Dutton said health and policing systems were broken.

dance, the storytelling, all
of that is remarkable when
you go into a community.
But in some communities,
it masks an underbelly,
which is something that
none of us in the part of
Australia that we live we
would tolerate.”

Following Mr Dutton’s con-
cession that he now regrets
not voting for the national
apology because he hadn’t
kind of appreciated what
the symbolism of the mo-
ment meant to First Nations
people, he is then asked,
“Do you think that you’re at
risk of kind of making the
same mistake again with
the Voice which is facing a
referendum pretty soon? ”.

“I don’t think I am,” he
says.

“This is inserting a new
chapter into the Consti-
tution. It’s a nation’s rule
book. And | think if you’re
going to do that, the onus is
on the proposer to have the
detail available. And people
in our country should have
the ability to air their views
without being shouted
down.”

“The bigger issue for me
is that I'm arguing that the
form of words that the gov-
ernment has put forward
are well and truly open to
significant interpretation by
the High Court and | think a
Voice in legislation so that
you could show and dem-
onstrate how it would work.
I think a Voice in legislation
would allow you to dial up
or down by amendment to
that legislation.”

“And | believe in the prin-
ciple of, of wanting to hear
from Indigenous Austra-
lians, particularly at the
coalface. I'm strongly in
favour of hearing that voice
and acting on it And the
question, when you speak
toalotofIndigenous people
in communities is not that

not about their voice being
heard or not, it’s whether
it’s acted upon. And I think
that’s failing in the system
at the moment.”
In the episode also defend-
ed his claims that Melbur-
nians were too scared to go
to dinner because of “Afri-
can gangs” and admitting
he regrets suggesting the
Fraser government made a
mistake by resettling Leba-
nese refugees.
“We could write a shop-
ping list two pages long
about remarks that you’ve
made or pronouncements
that have been very black
and white and have been
controversial a lot of them
around race, immigration,
that sort of stuff,” host An-
nabel Crabb suggests in
the program.
“When you think of, for
example, the time that you
were talking about people
being afraid to go out for
dinner because there were
African gangs. But did you
ever think of, you know
like what maybe an Afri-
can Australian mum would
think worrying that her like
teenage boy would be kind
of viewed as a thug as a re-
sult?
Mr Dutton said he made
the comment after speak-
ing to friends in Melbourne
because there were “inci-
dents where people had
cars stolen or people going
into restaurants and, you
know, creating havoc”.
“And the incidents in Vic-
toria at the time were relat-
ed to kids, predominantly
from a particular commu-
nity,”” he said.
“So it wasn’t meant as a
slight or as a slight against
Victoria. You know, Dan An-
drews .. He exploited that
for all it was worth. And it
didn’t come from a place
of hatred or it came from
a place of seeing people

suffering at the hands of
crime. And that’s

what motivated me. So
could it have been said
more sensitively. Yes, of
course. And do you learn
from your mistakes or
you’re a fool not to.”
Conversation then turns to
Mr Dutton’s controversial
remarks about the Leba-
nese community in Aus-
tralia which he admits he
regrets.

“And | guess | think of the
other example that comes
to mind is the one Malcolm
Fraser having made a bit of
an error letting in Lebanese
Muslim migrants in the
seventies where | remem-
ber what you were talking
about at the time you’re
talking about an overrepre-
sentation of those particu-
lar cohort in terrorist ac-
cused. But the takeout for
lots of other people were
like, oh, this guy thinks that
Lebanese people should
go home,” Crabb said.

“Yeah, well, again, at the

time it was in the context
of an attempted attack on
an A-380 to bring down an
A380. There were a num-
ber of terrorist attacks that
were thwarted in our coun-
try and there was an over-
representation. And you
can sort of tiptoe around it
and pretend that it’s not an
issue,” Mr Dutton replied.
But journalist Crabb then
suggests there’s no getting
around the fact that it was a
“racist remark.”
“I think if you’re saying
as a general thing that we
made an error bringing,
you know, an entire cohort
or allowing an entire cohort
of immigrants of a certain
race and religion. | can’t
see how there’s any way of
looking at that, apart from
that it’s a racist remark,”
she said.

“You know they’re com-
ments that | shouldn’t have
made,”” Mr Dutton replies.
“I've apologised for that
But again, when you’re in
the thrust of it and in the
thick of it, we were dealing
with people who had been
radicalised and many of
them shared a background
and that’s sort of the fac-
tual reality of what we were
dealing with.”

New rules flagged for
corporate giants

A new review will inves-
tigate big business over
concerns they are engag-
ing in anti-competitive be-
haviour in acquiring their
smaller rivals.

Tougher rules that would
make it harder for major
corporations seeking to
acquire their smaller ri-
vals are set to be consid-
ered under a new two-year
review into Australia’s
competition settings.
Announced by Treasurer
Jim Chalmers and Com-
petition assistant min-
ister Andrew Leigh on
Wednesday, a new two-
year review will be man-
aged by the Treasury
and designed to kick-off
a new wave of competli-
tion reform to economic
dynamism, drive produc-
tivity gains and lift wages
growth.

An expert panel will also
be formed to support the
task force.

Its members will comprise
some of the country’s
most influential econo-
mists including Grattan
Institute head Danielle
Wood, and former compe-
tition tsar, Rod Sims, who
led the Australian Com-
petition and Consumer
Commission between
2011 and 2022.

The move will aim to
counter Australia’s weak
productivity performance,
amid concerns from gov-
ernment that big business
is using its monopolistic
power to crush its com-
petitors, bolster profits
and diminish dynamism
across the economy.
Productivity — how effi-
ciently labour can produce
goods and services — has
become a political flash-
point in recent months,
amid warnings that the
nation’s anaemic produc-
tivity growth, if not re-
versed, could lead to de-
clining living standards.
In the October budget,
Dr Chalmers lowered the
government’s long-term
productivity growth as-
sumptions from its 30-
year average of around

1.5 per cent, to its 20-year
average of around 1.2 per
cent per year.

Dr Chalmers said the re-
view was the next step in
a wider shake-up of Aus-
tralia’s economic institu-
tions, with the Productiv-
ity Commission and the
Reserve Bank also set for
a revamp.

“Australia’s productivity
growth .. is a big, pressing
challenge that will take
some time to turn around.
We give ourselves the
best chance of making our
economy more produc-
tive and more dynamic if
we make it more competi-
tive at the same time,” Dr
Chalmers told reporters
in Sydney.

“The priorities for this
competition review is to
find ways and to find re-
forms that will increase
productivity in our econ-
omy, reduce the cost of
living for Australians, and
boost wages as well.”
The review will also
consider the emerging
tech transformation and
transition to a net-zero
economy, with recom-
mendations to be made to
federal, state and territory
governments.

The establishment of the
competition probe was
welcomed by the busi-
ness community, who cit-
ed the productivity ben-
efit that could be secured
from competition reform.
“A dynamic economy re-
quires vigorous competi-
tion, and if there are bar-
riers to the provision of
competitive markets then
this inquiry could be use-
ful in identifying and mak-
ing recommendations,”
Australian Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
chief executive Andrew
McKellar said.

“Having open markets is
good for businesses in al-
lowing them to compete,
it is good for consumers
in providing choice and
value for money, and it
is good for the system as
a whole in driving better
performance.
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