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The Lebanese Forces Sydney
Invite you to attend
the Divine Liturgy in memory of all the
Martyrs of the LLebanese Resistance.
Date: Sunday the 10/09/2023
Time: 4.00 pm at St Charbel’s Church
142 Highclere Avenue, Punchbowl
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Above: Sandra speaking at National Conference

MEZZA ENENTS

# "Proudly Presents ™

THE STAR

g AL LGS

-

.« LIVE IN CONCERT .
FOR THE 1ST TIME IN AUSTRALIA

Featuring
The Amazing
Sahar Azzi

o 4

L 5
Satunday: 30th Septembe 2023
Grand'Royale 51 -(SESouth St Granyille

e 8:30pm,

/ . N
Tickets $120 VIP & S90 General
For Bookings Contact
Norm - 0400309090 or Louie - 0401772786

LIVEBAND
DJ

Tickets Include
Mezza & Dinner
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2/ 165 - 167 Wattle Street, Mt Lewis NSW - : 9791 1321, M: 0414 22 55 77 Email: tony.mtlewispizzeria@gmail.com
Check out our Prices on our Page on Facebook Mount Lewis Pizzeria
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Yours sincerely,
Clir Bilal ElI-Hayek
MAYOR

Contact me at: P 9707 9522
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‘Con job’: Baraby

Nationals leader Barnaby
Joyce has unleashed a
new tirade over the pro-
posed Indigenous Voice
to parliament despite op-
posing claims it is a “su-
per simple” argument.
Barnaby Joyce has hit out
at the government over
the Voice to parliament,
branding it a ‘con job’ as
the PM prepares to an-
nounce the date of the ref-
erendum.

Anthony Albanese will
kick off Yes campaigning
in WA this week before
announcing the highly-
anticipated vote date in
Adelaide on Wednesday.
The Nationals leader used
his timeslot on breakfast
television to accuse the
Prime Minister of being
‘sneaky’ over the Uluru
dialogues, lashing out at
business leaders support-
ing a Yes vote.

But Environment Minis-
ter Tanya Plibersek fired
back, insisting it was a
“super simple” proposi-
tion.

“What we‘ve seen is this
31 page document, per-
suasive conversation doc-
ument otherwise known
as a con job. When those
heads of companies said
you need to be clearer,
how about you just table
legislation? They won’t do
it,” Mr Joyce told Today

on Monday.
“The whole thing is spin,
sneaky, slippery, and

that’s why people don’t
have confidence in it.”

Ms Plibersek said it was
important to keep things
simple instead of focusing
on false claims.

“This is a committee
that would give advice
to the parliament to help
them make better deci-
sions when it comes to
health care or education
or employment services
for Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people,” Ms
Plibersek argued.

“It won’t have a veto and
all the things that its op-
ponents are saying, like
nuclear submarines or
parking tickets.

“It’'s a simple proposition
to change our Constitution
so we acknowledge Ab-
original and Torres Strait
Islander people and we do

s -

Tanya Plibersek joined the PM in Sydney during a run to promote the
Yes campaign. Picture: NCA NewsWire/Sam Ruttyn

it by setting up this com-
mittee that would give ad-
vice to the parliament.”

Their commentary comes
as the Prime Minister pre-
pares to attend a series of

Mr Joyce has long opposed the proposition of a First Nations advisory

to parliament. Picture: Seven
high-profile events ahead

of the announcement of
the vote date, which is ex-

pected to be 14 October.
According to the latest
News-poll, the Yes case

Joyce lashes voice as PM kicks off Yes campaign in WA

now leads in NSW and SA,
is tied with the No vote in
Victoria.

It still falls behind in WA,
QLD and Tasmania.
Professor Michelle Grattan
from the University of Can-
berra said Mr Albanese’s
campaign run in SA and
WA this week could swing
the polls.

“It's always difficult to pre-
dict especially so far out
from the referendum,” Pro-
fessor Grattan said on RN.
“South Australia is an im-
portant and potentially dif-
ficult state.”

‘Upside is huge’. The smart investing strateqy that will make you rich

Every Aussie wants to
slash the amount of tax
they have to pay - and
here’s one seriously smart
way to use the rules to your
advantage.

The government wants you
to be wealthy.

This isn’t necessarily out
of care or benevolence,
but instead because when
people are wealthy, they
rely on welfare less (or not
at all) and they pay more
taxes.

To increase the incentives
and likelihood of people
being wealthy, the govern-
ment gives tax breaks for
certain types of investing.
Superannuation is one of
the areas that offers the
most beneficial tax con-
cessions, because the gov-
ernment knows when you
save well through superan-
nuation, it goes a long way
to your chances of getting
wealthy.

A common myth that sur-
rounds superannuation in
Australia is that super is
its own type of investment,
but it’'s not Superannua-
tion is nothing more than
an investing account with
concessional tax treatment
and rules on when and
how you can access your
money.

To illustrate the benefits
you can access through
super, I've shown the dif-
ferent tax rates for invest-
ing through super as op-
posed to investing in your
personal name below.

As you can see from this ta-
ble, investing through your
superannuation means
you pay a much lower rate
of tax on your investment
income, which ultimately
helps you grow your in-
vestments faster.

And it gets even better.
Once you hit age 60 and
start a super pension, there
is no tax payable on the
earnings of the first $1.1
million in investments you
have in super. And, when
you take an income from
this super pension, the in-
come isn’t taxed at all. Your
super, in effect, becomes
like a tax-free investment
account

Consider this example.

You grow your invest-
ments to the point where
they generate income of
$10,000 per month. If these
investments were owned in
your personal name, under
the FY23-24 marginal tax
rates, you’d pay tax on this
annual income of $31,8917.
If instead you were to earn
this money in your super
fund, the income would be
taxed at a maximum rate of
15 per cent, meaning total
tax would be $18,000 -
saving you $13,897 every
single year.

And if you were at retire-
ment age with your super
in a pension, the tax paid
on this income would be
close to zero. The tax ben-
efits of super are huge.
This shows that where you

Years S 10 15 20 25 30
Personal name | $125642 | $229,825 |$373319 |$570958 |$843171 $1,218,097
investment

balance

Superannuation | $135384 | $264,694 | $460,530 |$757116 | $1,206,284 | $1,886,533
investment

balance

Superupside [$9742  $34869  $87211 $186,158  $363113 $668,436

You can see from these numbers that by age 60, you could have over $668,000 more investments by build-
ing these through superannuation as opposed to in your personal name. These figures show how you can
go further and faster with superannuation investing.

own your investments and
where you earn your in-
come makes a big differ-
ence to your after-tax re-
turn. It also highlights the
fact you can be “wealthier”
with the same amount of
money, if you’re smart
about how it’s structured.
Let me illustrate further
with an example comparing
how an investment portfo-
lio would grow outside of
super vs in the super envi-
ronment.

For us to make this com-
parison, we need to look
at the after-tax return on
each option. For this I'll
use the 30-year return on
the Australian sharemarket
of 9.8 per cent, which is the
return before any tax is ap-
plied.

Investing in your personal
name, under the current tax
rules if you're earning the
Australian average income
o0f $92,029, you’d be firmly
in the $45,000-$120,000
tax bracket, meaning you’d
pay a marginal tax rate
(plus Medicare levy) of 34.5
per cent

This would bring your after-
tax investment return (total

return less tax) to 6.42 per
cent (9.8 per cent[1-34.5
per cent)).

On the other hand, invest-
ing through superannua-
tion would mean your after-
tax return would be 8.33
per cent (9.8 per cent[1-
15per cent)).

Comparing the two using a
compound interest calcu-
lator, I'm going to use an
example based on a per-
son aged 30 with $50,000
they’re looking to invest,
with regular ongoing in-
vestments of $805 per
month.

In the first scenario, the
individual is investing in
their personal name (not
through superannuation),
and in the second the in-
vesting is happening within
superannuation.

For context, the reason the
$50,000 sfarting balance
has been chosen is that it is
roughly the average super
fund balance for a 30-year-
old. The regular investment
of $805 per month is based
on the current compulsory
employer super contribu-
tion rate of 10.5 per cent
for someone earning the

average Australian income
of $92,029. So let’s look at
the numbers:

The wrap

The rules around superan-
nuation can be complicated
and a little confusing.

But when you take the time
to understand these rules
and how to use them to
your advantage, the upside
is huge.

Because of the rules and
restrictions on access, su-
perannuation is unlikely to
be your first go-to invest-
ment strategy.

But as you can see from the
tax benefits covered here,
it also shouldn’t be last on
your wealth building list.
Disclaimer: The informa-
tion contained in this arti-
cle is general in nature and
does

not take into account your
personal objectives, finan-
cial situation or needs.
Therefore, you should con-
sider whether the informa-
tion is appropriate to your
circumstances before act-
ing on it, and where appro-
priate, seek professional
advice
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Anthony Albanese scores pay rise as pol- NSW Opposition takes aim at ‘conflicts of

lies get huge bump

Anthony Albanese’s pay
package has received a
significant increase as the
remuneration of all Fed-
eral politicians receive a
bump.

Anthony Albanese and
his deputy Richard Mar-
les have scored a big pay
pump which will increase
their pay to $586,768 and
$432,860 respectively.

The pay rise for all politi-
cians is worth 4 per cent
and is the largest single
increase in nearly a de-
cade, taking the base sal-
ary of a backbencher from
$217,000 fo0 $225,680.
Under the changes Mr
Albanese will score a
$22,568 a year pay rise.
His deputy Richard Marles
will score a $16,000 pay
rise from September 1.
The Remuneration Tri-
bunal, the body that de-
termines the pay and en-
titlements of public office
holders, announced the
decision on Monday after-
noon citing cost of living
pressures as one factor.

“The Tribunal has decided
to increase remuneration
by 4 per cent for public
offices in its jurisdiction.
This increase applies from
1 July 2023 for all offices
except Federal Members
of Parliament (MPs), which
applies from 1 September
2023,” a spokesman said.
“The Tribunal completed
its last review of remu-
neration for public offices
in its jurisdiction in June
2022 and determined an
adjustment of 2.15 per
cent would apply from 1
July 2022. The Tribunal
made no adjustment in the
preceding two years.

The Tribunal said it was
obliged to consider the
outcome of the Annual
Wage Reviews of the Fair
Work Commission in its
annual review delibera-
tions.

“The Tribunal is aware that
the remuneration increas-
es it has awarded to offic-
es in its jurisdiction over
the past decade have been

Albo’s pay is small when compared to Alan Joyce — who gets $2.2 million
as a base salary plus bonuses. Picture: James D. MorganiGetty Images

sy

conservative,
man said.
“Including the current de-
cision to apply a 4 per cent
increase to all offices in its
jurisdiction, the cumula-
tive total of remuneration
increases awarded by
the Tribunal since 2014
amounts to 14.15 per
cent

“In contrast, remuneration
increases more generally
in the public and private
sectors (based on overall
June WPI data from 2014 -
2023) have equated to 23
per cent.

In conducting its review of
remuneration, the Tribunal
said it had taken account
of economic conditions
in Australia, past and pro-
jected movements in re-
muneration in the private
and public sectors, as well
as trends in public and pri-
vate sector remuneration.
“The Tribunal expects that
these office holders do not
accept appointment on the
basis that monetary com-
pensation for their roles
in the public sector be set
at private sector levels.
Rather, in setting remu-
neration, the Tribunal con-
tinues to set rates below
those of the private sector
in recognition of the pub-
lic service being provided
by the officeholders,” a
spokesman said.

The pay rise emerged amid
revelations Deputy Prime
Minister Richard Marles is
booking military planes to
pick him up and drop him
off at Avalon airport closer
to his home in Geelong
saving himself a one-hour
chauffeur-driven car ride

a spokes-

from Melbourne.

The flights are contributing
to a staggering $3.6 million
bill for Mr Marles’ VIP pri-
vate plane costs since last
year alone.

Publicly available flight
tracker information ob-
tained by news.com.au
have detailed over T0
RAAF flights in and out of
Avalon since March, 2023
alone.

But Mr Marles, who has the
power to book the flight
for himself and others as
Defence Minister, won’t
publicly confirm whether
some or all of the flights
are his own bookings, cit-
ing new “security advice”.
Liberal frontbencher Mi-
chael Sukkar said the ex-
penditure now needed to
be fully investigated.

“It’s a scandal that Rich-
ard Marles is spending
millions of taxpayer dol-
lars secretly using RAAF
jets as a personal chauf-
feur service,” he told news.
com.au.

“A full investigation must
be conducted into these
secret flights, particularly
for those into Avalon Air-
port.

“While it’s obviously con-
venient for the Defence
Minister getting these pri-
vate flights into his home
airport of Avalon, the RAAF
should never be used as
a personal service. With
commercial flights into
Tullamarine Airport be-
ing regularly available, he
must explain why millions
of dollars have been used
to fly him in luxury while
Australians suffer with a
cost of living crisis.”

interest’ after Transport Minister hires cam-
paign donor to top job

NSW Premier Chris Minns and Transport Minister Jo Haylen are being called on to release further documentation
relating to the Josh Murray hiring scandal. Picture: NCA NewsWIREI Monique Harmer

NSW Opposition Natalie Ward calls for further documentation over transport department hiring scandal. Picture:
NCA NewsWire | David Swift

The New South Wales Op-
position has condemned
the government’s response
to revelations there was an
alleged conflict of interest
when Transport Minister Jo
Haylen appointed a cam-
paign donor to a top job.
Ms Haylen chose Josh
Murray as Secretary of
Transport for NSW earlier
this month and has come
under fire after it was re-
vealed he had donated to
her campaign in 2022.
Documents released to
parliament showed Mr
Murray had donated $500.
A second contribution was
later made by someone
believed to be associated
with him.

The notes showed Ms Hay-
len wrote that the amounts
donated did not require
disclosure.

New South Wales’ shadow
transport and roads min-
ister and deputy Liberal
leader Natalie Ward how-
ever claimed the govern-
ment has failed to address
the revelations.

She is now calling on Pre-
mier Chris Minns and Ms
Haylen needed to “imme-
diately release” further
documentation to “confirm
conflicts of interest”.

“By any objective measure
the interests of donor to a
political campaign of poli-
tician is a personal interest
and a conflict, which re-
quires appropriate declara-
tions,” she said in a state-
ment on Monday night.
“The public must have
confidence that conflicts
of interest, real and per-
ceived, are disclosed and
managed appropriately.”
She said the Opposition
is requesting Ms Haylen’s
disclosures prior to and
during Mr Murray’s re-
cruitment process and Mr
Minns’ written approval for
the Transport Minister to
continue with his employ-
ment.

“If appropriate steps were
taken, these documents
should be easy to pro-
duce,” Ms Ward said in a
statement

A spokesperson for Ms
Haylen told SkyNews.com.
au the Transport Minister
has addressed questions
relating to declarations that
need to be made.

“She has no private inter-
ests in this matter,” the
spokesperson said.

“The Minister takes her
responsibilities under the
Ministerial Code of Con-
duct extremely seriously.
“NSW has amongst the
strictest political donation
rules in the country and
individuals who make po-
litical donations are sub-
ject to those rules and are
required to make relevant
disclosures in accordance
with the law.”

Mr  Murray  previously
worked as the chief of staff
to the NSW Premier Mor-
ris lemma before spend-
ing almost 15 years in ex-
ecutive positions at Laing
O’Rourke.
SkyNews.com.au has con-
tacted Transport for NSW
Secretary Josh Murray for
comment.
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Warren Mundine accuses Antho- Lebanon’s message, is the heart of its mission
ny Albanese of dividing nation
on race over the Voice

Indigenous leader Warren
Mundine has accused An-
thony Albanese of divid-
ing the nation on race with
the Voice referendum.
Indigenous leader War-
ren Mundine has accused
Anthony Albanese of di-
viding the nation on race
with the Voice referendum
swearing “on my mother
and father's grave that |
will fight this.”

Mr Mundine, a leading ad-
vocate for the ‘No’ vote
campaign, blasted the
Prime Minister at a press
conference today, sug-
gesting he was wasting
millions of dollars on the
vote which would be bet-
ter spent in local commu-
nities.

In an emotional speech,
he suggested the divisive
debate was exposing peo-
ple to bigotry.

“And we will not allow the
Prime Minister and this
referendum to divide our
country along the lines of
race within our Constitu-
tion,” he said.

“This thing is about di-
vision and dividing this
country and the racial
abuse that we‘ve been
hearing over the last few
months.”

Mr Mundine said the de-
bate was impacting his
mental health.

“You know, everyone
knows the pressure that
was put on me to send me
almost to suicidal posi-
tions and this is what this
is what this prime minister
has done,” he said.

“This Prime Minister from
day one had attacked
people who had a differ-
ent opinion to him, calling
them names.

“And that opened up the
floor for the whole divi-
sion to stop with all the
horrible racial abuse with
all the horrible bigotry
that’s been going on out
there.

“He’s the one who started
this, he’s the one who
brought it out And as he

Mr Mundine, a leading advocate for the ‘No’ vote campaign, blasted the

Prime Minister on Wednesday.
thinks that the voice is the
answer.”

Last month, Mr Mundine
revealed his personal bat-
tles which led to thoughts
of suicide as a result of
the abuse he has received
for his stance on the Voice
referendum.

Speaking on Sky News, Mr
Mundine revealed he had
twice considered suicide.
“I planned it, | planned it
twice to do it he said.
“And | just laid in the rain
thinking about it and |
thought about my family,
and thought this would re-
ally affect my family if I did
this. So, I laid there for a
few hours before | calmed
down again. But it‘s a con-
stant, it’s a constant thing
that | have.”

Mr Mundine claimed the
abuse that concerned him
most was from leading
Yes campaigners.

“You looked at Noel Pear-
son‘s comments and he
made a dreadful racist
comment against me,” he
said. he said.

“And then you‘ve got him
you’ve got Marcia Langton
who I've known for thirty
years, you’ve got a whole
wide range of people like
that. So, these people are
essential to this election,
it’s not like they’re the
fringe and so that really
hurt me.”

Speaking on ABC TV af-
ter the comments, the
ABC'’s The VoicelReferen-
dum Correspondent Dan
Bouchier suggested he
had himself had been on

the receiving end of some
of Mr Mundine’s sprays.

“He accused me of be-
ing a Yes campaigner
because of my body lan-
guage which he retracted
on social media,” Bouch-
ier said.

“Clearly, he said he is
angry. He touched on his
own mental health and
that has been really well
documented and talked
about across the media
after he did an interview
on Sky News where the
journalist pushed him, it
wasn‘t as though he want-
ed to speak about it.”
Earlier, Mr Mundine said
money was being wasted
on the referendum.

“We‘re going to spend
hundreds of millions of
dollars which could be
better spent in those com-
munities and him flying
around the country with
these happy clapping
crowds,” he said.

“I'm very angry about this
because | and my family
grew up under the segre-
gation laws in the 1950s
and 60s.

“I will swear on my moth-
er and father's grave that
1 will fight this. And I'll be
out there every day cham-
pioning the wonderful
country that we got, which
is not a racist group of
people. We’re not a rac-
ist country with all these
elite corporate people and
football codes and every-
one site we are, and we’ve
got a wonderful, gorgeous
country.”

“The glory of Lebanon shall
come to you, the cypress,
the plane, and the pine, to
beautify the place of my
sanctuary; and I will glorify
where my feet rest ” (Isaiah
60: 13)

Dubbed the ‘Switzerland of
the Middle East’ Lebanon
has long been a statement
of hope and freedom, com-
bining the best of the West-
ern world with the best of
the Eastern world. Ancient
ruins, snow-capped moun-
tains, sprawling valleys
and blue oceans, met with
statues of saints at every
corner, village churches
and lively Lebanese hospi-
tality.

“Lebanon is something
more than a country: it is
a message of freedom and
an example of pluralism for
the East as for the West,”
wrote Pope John Paul Il
to the Lebanese Catholic
Bishops on 1 September
1989, during a period of
civil war and conflict.

Despite countless challeng-
es in Lebanon’s past, the
nation has always stood as
a statement of hope global-
ly. Lebanon carries a deep
and rich history, marked by
the resilience and strength
of its people, who have
overcome all adversity
thrown their way, from fam-
ine and war to colonisation
and persecution.

For Maronites, Lebanon’s
importance cannot be
overstated. It is the home
of their saints and fore-
fathers, the place where
ancestors built the founda-
tions of the Maronite faith,
and it is where the seat of
the Maronite Patriarchate
is located.

When asked to describe
Lebanon, many Maronites
will use a single word, so
simple, yet so full of mean-
ing: home. For it is a re-
treat, a place where there
is always hope, and one
that renews their faith and
reconnects them with their

roots.

And despite being spread
all around the world, with
eparchies in countless na-
tions, Maronites share one
thing in common, and that
is the love and longing for
their homeland.

However, hope seems to be
dissipating and Lebanon’s
message of freedom is
becoming meaningless in
the face of ever-worsening
crises, now impacting se-
verely on families, schools
and students. Reports from
the United Nations show
the staggering reality of
education in Lebanon: 38%
of households have been
forced to cut education
budgets and 16% of chil-
dren have been compelled
to drop out of school. With
the future of an entire gen-
eration now endangered,
there are grave concerns
for the future of Lebanon
as a nation.

Maronite schools, once
known for educational ex-
cellence across the coun-
try, are faced with an exis-
tential crisis. With families
on the brink of financial
collapse, the future of
these schools hangs in the
balance, further threaten-
ing the future of Lebanon.

Families are being forced
into impossible dilemmas,
having to unfairly choose
which basic necessities to
prioritise. Food or medi-
cine? Clothes or electric-
ity? Bills or education?

Countless households are
grappling with these deci-
sions, as heartbroken par-
ents are forced to compro-
mise on the future of their
children just to ensure that
they are fed and cared for.

His Excellency Bishop
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay,
Bishop of the Maronite
Eparchy of Australia, New
Zealand and Oceania, has
sounded the alarm and
called for solidarity and
action emphasising, “The

future of Lebanon passes
first through the school.”
And for those reasons,
as the Maronite Eparchy
of Australia celebrates its
Golden Jubilee since its
official establishment, a
key focus of the momen-
tous occasion is assisting
struggling schools in Leba-
non, the spiritual homeland
of the Maronites.

Charity has long been at
the heart of Australia’s Ma-
ronites, who always come
together to assist their
brothers and sisters in
Lebanon through various
challenges.

The upcoming Golden Ju-
bilee Dinner, in the pres-
ence of His Beatitude and
Eminence Mar Bechara
Boutros Cardinal Rai, Patri-
arch of Antioch and All the
East, taking place at Rose-
hill Gardens on 21 Septem-
ber, will be an opportunity
to directly contribute to the
future of Lebanon.

Funds from the dinner will
go directly towards paying
the school fees of strug-
gling families, helping stu-
dents gain an education
and helping schools stay
open.

Bishop Tarabay said, “With-
out good education, Leba-
non will loose the heart of
its mission and message.”

It is now more important
than ever to hold on to that
message of freedom and
spread it far and wide, to
ensure that hope remains
for Lebanon and its peo-
ple.

The visit of His Eminence
and Beatitude Patriarch
Rai is an important junc-
ture in the history of the
Maronites in Australia, pro-
viding a momentous occa-
sion to come together and
to pray with their Patriarch
and Shepherd - the symbol
of their unity - and to sup-
port students in need in
Lebanon to continue their
education.
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