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'| Kfarsaroun Association

Annual Fundraising
Dinner 2023

The Children's Hospital

. at Westmead

)

> City View Function Centre
925941 Canterbury Road - Lakemba
< 7/10/2023 @7:30 PM

| TICKET PRICE $100

Elias Nassif: = 0425 230 649
Samia Elias: & 0433 773 779
John Ashak: & 0414 799 049

D DAKKAN
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2/ 165 - 167 Wattle Street, Mt Lewis NSW - : 9791 1321
M: 0414 22 55 77 Email: tony.mtlewispizzeria@gmail.com
\_ Check out our Prices on our Page on Facebook Mount Lewis Pizzeria

EATIN OR TAKE AWAY
J
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INSURANCE BROKERS
Thowrance Services 2l

* Business Insurance * Workers’ Comp
* Trade Insurance * Insurance Packages

(02)9707 3077

SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

united insurance group

¢§>
Steadfast
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Featuring

DJ

w« lickets Include
Mezza & Dinner

Al rd"TyA30th S S
Grand Royale 51 6?5i'South St Granyille

Tickets $120 VIP & $90 General
For Bookings Contact
Norm - 0400309090 or Louie - 0401772786
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Why other Australian states won’t follow

Daniel Andrews’ gas ban in Victoria

A controversial gas ban by
Daniel Andrews is a policy
that other state premiers
cannot get behind, as en-
ergy bosses explain what
the solution must be.

Gas cookers and heaters
around Australia will form
a critical plank in the road
to renewable energy, with
most states and the fed-
eral government ruling out
bans on new home con-
nections despite an as-
sault by Victoria and some
councils.

With the European Union
designating gas a green
energy last year, Austra-
lian suppliers say the time
is now for the country to
ramp up its own gas pro-
duction in a bid to keep
homes heated and the
lights on.

It comes after the Victori-
an Government’s July an-
nouncement that gas con-
nections would be banned
in all new homes and rede-
velopments from January
1 - the only state to do so.
A swathe of NSW councils
have also ushered in their
own gas bans on new de-
velopments. But without
state government support,
the restrictions are likely to
be thrown out if appealed.
Other premiers have spo-
ken critically of the move
to ban gas, with NSW Pre-
mier Chris Minns saying
it was “another compli-
cation” in the shift to re-
newables that he wouldn’t
back.

The state’s energy Minister
Penny Sharpe also reiter-
ated this month that “gas
is an important part of the
transition (to renewables)..
(it’'ll) have a role to play.”
Queensland and South
Australia have likewise de-
clared they would not fol-
low in Victoria’s footsteps.
Industry figures say gas is
growing as a crucial “firm-
ing” energy — meaning it
can be used when the sun
doesn’t shine and the wind
isn’t blowing.

Industry body the Austra-
lian Petroleum Produc-
tion and Exploration As-
sociation (APPEA) lashed

Chris Minns, Premier of New South Wales won’t get on board with Dan
Andrews’ view. Picture: NCA NewsWire | Jeremy Piper

moves to ban gas, saying
it was more important than
ever with the shutdown of
coal-fired stations.

“We have seen increased
reliance on gas to keep the
lights on along the east
coast of Australia, as coal
exits and back up is need-
ed for when solar or wind
generation is unavailable,”
APPEA’s chief executive
Samantha McCulloch said.
“Banning gas in new
homes is just pushing
households onto an al-
ready strained coal-based
electricity grid.”

She added banning gas
— done in a bid to reduce
carbon — could even have
the opposite effect.

“These bans may actu-
ally increase the carbon
footprint of those homes
in the near-term while tak-
ing choice away from con-
sumers, decreasing com-
petition and shifting the
burden onto consumers,”
Ms McCulloch said.

Alinta Energy CEO Jeff Di-
mery said gas-fired gener-
ation would be “absolutely
critical” to the transition to
net zero.

“We still need a source of

power that’s not depen-
dent on the weather. And
unless we do a complete
180 on nuclear, gas is it,”
he said.

“We should also take ad-
vantage of our existing gas
infrastructure, including
underground storage and
pipeline networks. There’s
really no alternative, cost-
effective or otherwise,
especially at the peaks of
winter and summer.”
Woodside Energy CEO
Meg O’Neill said gas could
play a key role in decar-
bonisation.

“When used to generate
electricity, natural gas
emits around half the life
cycle emissions of coal,”
she said.

“Many sources of renew-
able energy require firm-
ing capacity, to ensure a
stable supply of electric-
ity when the wind doesn’t
blow and the sun doesn’t
shine and gas can provide
that”

Expecting renewables to
be a “silver bullet” was
also incorrect, Santos
CEO Kevin Gallagher said,
saying gas had a huge role
to play in changing energy

Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews has his own firm stance on power. Picture: NCA NewsWire | David Geraghty

sources.
“Renewables are part of
the solution, but they are
not a silver bullet,” he
said.
“Renewables provide un-
reliable electricity. | say
unreliable because it is
not 24/1 .. Gas is a bet-
ter battery for renewables
because it can cope with
long-term outages and
always deliver electricity
24/1 — and its unit costs
are far lower than batter-
ies.”
Federal resources Minis-
ter Madeleine King said
Victoria’s ban on gas was
a matter for the Andrews
Government, but indicated
at Commonwealth level a
similar move was off the
table.
“The Albanese Govern-
ment’s support for energy
upgrades and energy effi-
ciency is focused on giv-
ing Australians choice,
and it’s not federal policy
to ban gas connections,” a
spokeswoman said.
“Victoria’s announcement
to ban new gas connec-
tions is a matter for the
Victorian Government.”
She added gas was a cru-
cial part of ensuring ener-
gy security amid the move
to renewables.
“In the short term, new
supplies of gas are going
to be needed to make sure
we have the reliability of
supply,” she said.
“Gas will help smooth the
transition to renewables,
while guaranteeing energy
security both for Australia
and for our partners in the
region.”

Australians don’t want to give
up their gas cookers and heat-
ers as energy crisis continues

Australians carefully con-
sider energy options when
it comes to buying a house
— and there is one thing
many will not give up.
Users of gas cookers and
heaters in the home have a
message for any potential
move to ban them: hands
off.

Polling of more than 2500
gas consumers found that
more than half viewed their
home gas connection as
“essential”, while 90 per
cent said they intended to
keep using natural gas in
the future.

Conducted in 2022, the
Voice of the Customer sur-
vey done by Sagacity Re-
search for Energy Networks
Australia also found 12 per
cent of respondents are
keen to use renewable gas
to help the environment.
Despite a move by some
councils and the Victorian
Government to ban gas
conections in new homes,
Shaun Reardon, the execu-
tive general manager of gas
giant Jemena’s networks,
said gas remained a staple
for households across the
country.

“We’re seeing a strong
preference for gas appli-
ances across homes and
businesses in New South
Wales with our custom-
ers consistently telling us
they prefer gas for cooking,
heating, and hot water,” he
said.

“As we try and balance
keeping the lights on with
reducing emissions, it's
clear gas has an important
role to play in the energy
system of the future.”

He said wholesale bans on
gas could risk important
developments in the gas
sector aimed at making the
energy greener.

“We want to avoid a situa-
tion where we prematurely
stop the development of
a renewable gas sector,
placing at risk gas’ decar-
bonisation pathway, with-
out fully understanding the
cost to electrify as well as
the impact this could have
on our energy system and

homes and businesses,”
he said.

Jeff Dimery, the CEO of Al-
inta Energy, added house-
hold gas use should be up
to the consumer, “rather
than regulating domestic
gas use out of existence”.

“It should be market sig-
nals that encourage house-
holds to switch over time,”
he said.

Naomi and Luke Lehmann
of Clovelly Park in Ade-
laide’s south love their gas
cooktop - even more so
now they are part of a trial
mixing gas with hydrogen.

The HyP SA project - that’s
Australian Gas Industry
Group’s Hydrogen Park
South Australia based at
nearby Tonsley - is now
blending 5 per cent hydro-
gen it manufactures into
gas supplies in a trial in
nearby suburbs, with am-
bitious plans to completely
replace gas with hydrogen
to new estates in the fu-
ture.

The Lehmanns, with two
young children and an-
other on the way, say us-
ing renewables is the way
of the future and they are
pleased to be part of the
trial.

Mrs Lehmann says she
has not noticed any dif-
ference at all since joining
the trial, when cooking for
Luke, and children Elisha,
5 and Isla, 3.

“Gas is gas and nothing
has changed - | really like
using gas for cooking as
it is so much easier to ad-
just the temperature,” she
said.

“We are happy to be in-

volved in this trial and it
has not made any differ-
ence at all to the cooking.”
Mrs Lehmann says she
can see both sides of the
debate about the merits of
using gas and, as a renter,
says she would have to
carefully consider her en-
ergy options when it comes
to buying a house.
“I do like it as a cooking
tool but also see the im-
portance of using renew-
ables,” she said.
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Anthony Albanese pays $3bn ransom to

secure support for housing Bill

The Prime Minister is one
step closer to delivering
on a key election promise
after a very costly move to
secure support from one
group.

The Albanese government
has struck a deal in a bid
to break a senate standoff
over its signature $10bn
social and affordable
housing fund.

A vote on the Housing
Australia Future Fund was
sensationally delayed for
the second time after the
Greens teamed up with
the Coalition to push back
consideration on legisla-
tion until October, claiming
it did not go far enough.
But in a shock turn of
events, the Greens on Mon-
day announced it would
support the Bill in return
for an additional $1bn to
allocated to the National
Housing Infrastructure Fa-
cility “to build more homes
for Australians who need
them”.

It’s on top of the $2bn the
federal government inject-
ed into social housing in
July.

Greens leader Adam Bandt
welcomed the additional
funding but vented his
frustration the government
would not compromise on
rent caps or rent freezes.
“Nine months ago, the
government refused to
guarantee a single dollar
for housing, and renters
barely even registered in
the national debate,” Mr
Bandt told reporters at
Parliament House on Mon-
day.

“The Greens have secured
$3bn directly spent on
housing, and renters are
now a vocal social move-
ment that won’t be ig-
nored.

“One thing is very clear
now, or two things are
clear, pressure works ..
Our focus will now shift to
securing rent caps and a
rent freeze.”

The HAFF — an investment
vehicle to vraise funds
for social and affordable
housing projects — was
one of Labor’s signature
election promises.

It would invest $10bn with

the Future Fund and use
the earnings, spending a
minimum $500m a year, to
build at least 30,000 dwell-
ings in the first five years.
Anthony Albanese con-
firmed the deal will now
mean the HAFF will pass
the Senate this week. In
a show of good faith, the
government gave up its
first question on the floor
of the house to Mr Bandt.
The Prime Minister thanked
the minor party and sen-
ate crossbenchers Jacqui
Lambie, Tammy Tyrrell
and David Pocock for their
support.

“I thank the leader of the
Greens for the construc-
tive discussions that we
have had,” he said during
question time on Monday
before turning on the op-
position.

“The Coalition are ob-
sessed with just saying no
to everything. They are ir-
relevant in Australian poli-
tics today.”

Housing Minister Julie
Collins said the HAFF was
the “single biggest invest-
ment” from a federal gov-
ernment in more than a
decade.

The Greens had wanted
the government to spend
at least $2.5bn a year
on social and affordable
housing in addition to co-
ordinating a rent freeze, or
rent cap, with the states.
But Mr Albanese repeat-
edly stressed he was not
for turning and last month
reintroduced the HAFF to
the lower house in a bid to
secure a double-dissolu-
tion trigger.

Last month, the govern-
ment announced a deal
with the states to set a new
target to build 1.2 million
homes over five years.
Greens housing spokes-
man Max Chandler-Mather
said the deal did not mean
the minor party was walk-
ing away from renters’
rights.

“If it’s the case that it’s go-
ing to take a federal elec-
tion and Labor losing some
hundreds of thousands,
if not millions, of renters
for them to learn they can-

not ignore the one-third of
the country that rents, so

be it ” the Queensland MP
said on Monday.

Calls to overhaul ‘sexist’ cul-
ture in Parliament after Karen
Andrews makes allegation

A senator has made an “ur-
gent” call for more over-
sight on working condi-
tions at Parliament House
after fresh allegations of
sexual harassment.

Calls to overhaul a “sex-
ist” culture in Parliament
House have re-emerged
following allegations from
two female ministers al-
leging inappropriate work-
place behaviour from their
colleagues.

Greens spokesperson
Senator Larissa Waters
said it was “disappoint-
ing” to hear former cabinet
minister Karen Andrews
alleging she had experi-
enced sexual harassment
in the House of Represen-
tatives.

She said earlier reports
from independent MP
Kylea Tink, who alleged
she felt “overly aggres-
sive” behaviour in the
chamber made her feel un-
safe, meant a new code of
conduct was “desperately
needed.”

“It was disappointing
overnight to hear from
further women in patrlia-
ment who have (allegedly)
experienced  inappropri-
ate behaviour from their
colleagues in this place,”
Senator Waters said.
“When female MPs are
still being subject to sex-
ist intimidatory behaviour,
you can only imagine how
much worse it is for staff,”
she alleged.

Parliament recently estab-
lished its first HR support
system designed to deal
with claims of sexual ha-
rassment, a key reform
pushed by Sex Discrimi-
nation Commissioner Kate
Jenkins.

Senator Waters said the
support service had been
a “huge step forward” but
that without enforcement
powers, “it cannot solve

the problem.”

“The Greens have been
calling for an enforceable
Code of Conduct for poli-
ticians and senior staff for
years. Without genuine
consequences — such as
suspension from parlia-
ment, loss of entitlements
or directions to provide a
public apology - there is
little to deter against bad
behaviour.”

This comes after Ms An-
drews told ABC’s Annabel
Crabb she had allegedly
sustained sexual harass-
ment while from a fellow
Coalition MP.

She detailed an instance of
a male colleague “breath-
ing down her neck” and
spoke of being subject to
lewd comments inside of
the chamber.

“I'd just be sitting there
minding my own business
and | would have the back
of my neck breathed on,
and if | asked a question,
it would be, ‘That was a
great question, thrusting
and probing’,” Ms An-
drews said on Tuesday.
The Queensland Liberal
said she was expected to
take inappropriate com-
ments as jokes and felt
pressure from her party
members to remain silent.
“Sometimes I do call it out,
but sometimes I just go, ‘1
can’'t be in every fight,”
Ms Andrews said.
Opposition foreign affairs
minister Simon Birming-
ham said he was unaware
of alleged sexual harass-
ment and urged politicians
and staff members to re-
port lewd behavior.

“If there are issues that
people need to discuss
with the leadership within
their own parties or oth-
erwise, of course, they
should feel free to do that
as well,” ” Senator Bir-
mingham told Sky.

Macquarie Bankannounc-
es shock move to scrap
cash in all branches

A major bank had made
a shock decision which
could have massive impli-
cations for the way Auss-
ies access their cash.

A major bank has made
the shock decision to
scrap cash in all of its
branches across Aus-
tralia, in what could be
another step towards a
cashless society.
Macquarie Bank has an-
nounced it will phase
cash out across their
branches in 2024, and
by November of the same
year, the bank won’t ac-
cept cash anywhere.
“Between January 2024
and November 2024,
we’ll be phasing out our
cash and cheque ser-
vices across all Macqua-
rie banking and wealth
management products,
including pension and
super accounts,” the
bank said in a statement
to clients.

As well as scrapping
over-the-counter cash
transactions, Macquarie
will also stop accepting
payments via telephone
banking from May next
year.

The move means custom-
ers wishing to withdraw
or deposit cash will only
be able to do so via an
ATM.

Macquarie Bank defended
its decision, saying the
vast majority of its cus-
tomers already banked
digitally and only around
1% used cash or cheques.
“As a digital bank, we’re
committed to transition-
ing to completely digital
payments by November
2024 as a safer, faster
and convenient way to
bank,” a Macquarie Bank
spokesperson told NCA
NewsWire.

“The majority of our cus-
tomers already bank digi-
tally and we’re working
very closely to support
the less than 1% of our
customers who currently
use cheques or cash to

ensure they have access
to other digital payment
methods.”

Despite the bank’s re-
assurances, there were
fears about what the
growing trend towards
digital-only transactions
would mean, particularly
for older and regional
Australians.

“Some of these regional
communities in particular
have challenges around
internet access,” Chief
Operating Officer of Na-
tional Seniors Australia
Chris Grice told 9News in
July.

“There’s a lot of work that
needs to happen in terms
of educating and inform-
ing senior Australians in
terms of being able to op-
erate using their smart-
phones and these apps,”
he added.

Earlier this year, Com-
monwealth Bank and ANZ
decided to stop handling
cash in a few branches,
but the move by Mac-
quarie to almost entirely
phase out cash is unprec-
edented.

Treasurer Jim Chalmers
also announced in June
that cheques would be
entirely phased out in
Australia by 2030.

Angry customers took to
social media to vent their
fury at the move.

“This is ridiculous. What
if a child gets cash for
their birthday and wants
to deposit it,” one person
wrote on Facebook.

“Il am a cash user. What

right has the banks to tell
me how to access & use
my own money. This is
not modernising, it’s con-
trol & dictatorship,” an-
other person fumed.
Some were not so wor-
ried, dismissing fears of
a cashless society as the
work of “conspiracy the-
orists”.
“No big drama. I'm glad to
use digital currency,” one
advocate of the change
said.
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lic flavours
of the Mediterranean

See your local grocery store for our full -fange of dips & finger'fdods

MONJAYMEZZA.COM.AU (02) 96327164
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cOW GHEE

BROWN
FINE
BULGUR

Milkio Cow Ghee
1.6L $29,99

ru fine bulur
1Kg 2 for $5.99

Jelly Drink
6pk 2 for $5.99

Milkio Cow Ghee Milkio Cow Ghee
400ml $9.99 800ml $19.99

BL‘J ﬂ -" ‘ Facial Tissues

3249 2 for $6.99 700g 2 For $12.99 6pkt 2 for $8.99
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Peanut Roasted
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416 Hume Highway, Yagoona, NSW 2199, Ph: 8102 5252 %g-“:‘ g2 I 151 Waterloo Rd, Greenacre, NSW 2190, :Jsl &
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