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City View Fuinctlﬁn Centre

ALL PROCEEDS WILL BE DEDICATED TO SUPPORTING
= THE CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL AT WESTMEAD.

'1| Kfarsaroun Association

v Annual Fundraising
Dinner 2023

The Children's Hospital

at Westmead

City View Function Centre
925941 Canterbury Road - Lakemba

7/10/2023 @7:30 PM
| TICKET PRICE $100
Elias Nassif: = 0425 230 649
Samia Elias: & 0433 773 779
John Ashak: = 0414 799 049

D DAKKAN

INSURANCE BROKERS
Thowrance Services

* Business Insurance * Workers’ Comp
* Trade Insurance * Insurance Packages

(02)9707 3077

SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

united insurance group

Tt Enha{
02 9791 1321 . . .
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2/ 165 - 167 Wattle Street, Mt Lewis NSW - : 9791 1321
M: 0414 22 55 77 Email: tony.mtlewispizzeria@gmail.com
\_ Check out our Prices on our Page on Facebook Mount Lewis Pizzeria
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Referendum on proposed
Constitution alteration

DO YOU APPROVE
THIS PROPOSED
ALTERATION?

DIRECTIONS TO VOTER

Write “YES” or “NO” in the
space provided opposite
the question set out below.

A PROPOSED LAW:

There would be a description
of the proposed constitutional

change here.

Australian Electoral Commission
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Yours sincerely,
Cir Bilal ElI-Hayek
MAYOR
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The Hon. Linda Burney MP
Member for Barton, Minister for Indigenous Australians

@ Linda.Burney.MP@aph.gov.au ® 0295871555
® Level 2, 24 Montgomery Street Kogarah NSW 2217
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First Mufti of Australia and New Zealand, Sheik Taj Passes

It is to Allah we be-
long and to Allah
we return

The Australian Fed-
eration of Islamic
Councils mourns
the passing of the
former Mufti of

Australia, Sheikh
Taj Eldeen Hamed
Al Hilali. He became
Imam at Lakemba
Mosque in NSW
(Ali bin Abu Taleb
Masjid) in 1982. In
1988 AFIC created
the office of Mufti

Australia (and New
Zealand) appoint-
ed him as the first
Mufti.

We were saddened
today to  hear
about the passing
of Sheikh Taj in

his home in Egypt
around in the early
hours of 5 October
2023 Australian
time. He had just
returned from visit-
ing two great cities
of Mecca and Med-
ina in the minor pil-

grimage (umrah),
leading a group of
Australians and
Egyptians.

‘We pass on our
condolences to
his family, and to
the community.

YOUR
Answer
MATTERS
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First Mufti of
Australia and

New Zealand,
‘Sheikh Taj Passes

We have lost an
individual of great
knowledge and
mark his contribu-
tion to the commu-
nity’ said Dr Rateb
Jneid President
of AFIC. Dr Jneid
went on to say ‘We
ask Allah to ac-
cept this final act
of worship from
him, grant him for-
giveness for any
shortcomings and
reward his good
intentions’.

Sheikh Taj was a
powerful and unit-
ing force in the
Australian Muslim
community in the
1980°’s till his re-
tirement in 2013
and impacted the
lives and institu-
tions of all Muslims
in Australia.

‘Sheikh Taj was
a Pioneer in the
modern Australian
Muslim commu-
nity, working tire-
lessly for over 40
years. He was one
of the great schol-
ars of Islam in Aus-
tralia, his loss is
loss for all Austra-
lians | have been
humbled to be able
to work closely
with him for over
30 years. May Al-
lah reward his ef-
forts and grant him
entry to Jannat Al
Firdous (highest
level in heaven)’

said His Eminence
the National Grand
Mufti of Australia.

Sheikh Taj was a
fierce public speak-
er that would at-
tract large crowds
that gained him in-
fluence.

Those that knew
him personally
knew how humor-
ous and generous
he was, and how
willing he was to
serve the commu-
nity in any capac-
ity.

Since stepping
down as Mufti and
retiring from his
role at Lakemba
Mosque, he was in-
volved in historical
research projects
on religious signif-
icance in Northern
Africa, humanitar-
ian work in rural
Egypt and impor-
tantly continued to
support the local
Muslim communi-
ty, with education,

advice and an-
swering questions
of the day.

He will be buried
later today in Cairo

Egypt.

Authorised
President of AFIC,
Dr Rateb Jneid
National Grand
Mufti of Australia,
Imam Abdul Qud-
doos Al Azhari
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‘Fines or jail’: Nationals Senator Bridget McKen-
Zie issues fresh warning to former Qantas boss

Former Qantas boss Alan
Joyce has been issued with
another warning he could
face jail if he does not front
up to a senate inquiry.
Threats of jail time or fines
against former Qantas
boss Alan Joyce should he
fail to front up to a Senate
inquiry have been renewed
by Nationals senator Bridg-
et McKenzie.

In an interview on Sky
News on Sunday, the inqui-
ry’s chair and opposition
transport  spokeswoman
Bridget McKenzie reassert-
ed her threat against Joyce
if he refused to appear be-
fore a Senate probe into
the federal government’s
controversial decision to
block Qatar Airways from
increasing its capacity into
major east coast airports.
“It's not something the
Senate does lightly or reg-
ularly, but that is the end
penalty. You can be held
in contempt and there can
be either fines or jail terms
attached to that finding of
contempt,” Senator McK-
enzie said.

Senator McKenzie claimed
Joyce was one of only
three people — alongside
Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese and Transport
Minister Catherine King —
who could shed light on
the government’s decision
to block Qatar’s bid to in-
crease flight capacity to
Australia.

Joyce, who was asked to
appear before the commit-
tee earlier this week but de-
clined the invitation, citing
“personal obligations”, will
be summoned when he re-
turns to Australia, Senator
McKenzie said.

If he appears, Senators are
expected to press the for-
mer Qantas boss over his
supposed conversations
with King and Albanese
over the decision that ad-
vantaged the national car-
rier over its major domestic
rival, Virgin.

Jail time as a result of the
refusal to appear before a
parliamentary inquiry is
not without precedent. In
the 1950s, two journalists
were jailed for not adhering
to a summons order.

Speaking on Sky News on Sunday, Senator Bridget McKenzie renewed
her threat against former Qantas boss Alan Joyce. Picture: NCA News-

Wire 1 Martin Ollman

Alongside Joyce, Transport Minister Catherine King has been called
upon to appear before the Senate inquiry. Picture: NCA NewsWire |

Martin Ollman

Former Qantas boss Alan Joyce

The committee has also
taken the rare step of call-
ing upon lower house
minister Catherine King,
who returns from leave on
Monday, to front up to the
inquiry.

“You’d hope Ms King will
take up the kind invitation
of the committee to come
and explain her decision,”
Senator McKenzie said.
“There is precedence for
members of the House of
Representatives  fronting
up to Senate inquiries and
helping ... I've fronted up to
a Senate inquiry.

While King cannot be com-
pelled to appear before the
inquiry, Senator McKenzie
said she had an obligation
to Australians to explain
the government’s deci-
sions.

“If you really believe in your
decision, it’'s time now for
the Minister to actually act

on that and actually front
up and answer these ques-
tions,” she added.

Senator McKenzie also de-
fended the inquiry’s work
amid accusations that it
hadn’t delivered results
and was instead limited to
theatrics.

“We’ve had powerful evi-
dence thus far and already
gotten powerful results,”
she said.

“You’ve seen Qantas apol-
ogise profusely and repeat-
edly .. it’s because of this
inquiry.

“This inquiry would nev-
er have had to be set up
here if the government an-
swered simple questions
in question time, produce
documents for the Senate,
or indeed was upfront with
the Australian public with
the reason they blocked
the Qatar Airways flight re-
quest.”

Childcare fee caps to curb runaway
prices to be considered: Jason Clare

Price caps and naming and shaming childcare providers that charge too much are under consideration,
Education Minister Jason Clare said. Picture: Gary Ramage

Price caps and naming
and shaming providers
that charge too much are
among the options cur-
rently being considered
by government to limit
runaway childcare costs,
Education Minister Jason
Clare has said.

Speaking on Sky News
on Sunday, Minister Clare
said while the government
had acted to provide fur-
ther bill relief to families
through increased sub-
sidies, it intended to em-
bark on “serious reform”
to lock in prices at lower
levels.

Mr Clare’s intervention
follows the release of a
new report into child care
costs released by the
Australian Consumer and
Competition Commission
(ACCC) which finds child
care costs in Australia
are less affordable when
compared with most oth-
er OECD countries.

In 2022, an Australian
couple earning average
wages with two children
in care five days a week
spent 16 per cent of their
net household income on
net childcare costs, com-
pared with the 9 per cent
OECD average, the report
says.

Earlier this year, the com-
petition watchdog also
found fees had outpaced
inflation in the past five
years, with increases of
between 20 per cent and
32 per cent in the five
years to 2022.

In response, the Com-
mission makes a number
of recommendations to
government including ad-
ditional subsidies to un-
der-served or vulnerable
cohorts, the implementa-
tion of price controls, and
a stronger price monitor-
ing regime to halt surging
child care costs.

Asked about the govern-
ment’s next steps to cur-
tail increased costs, Min-
ister Clare did not rule
out any of the reforms
proposed by the ACCC.
“The idea of naming and
shaming providers that
are just charging you
know, over the top fees,
makes a lot of sense to
me,” Mr Clare said.

“l made the point when
our cheaper child care
laws came in a couple of
months ago .. if people
were taking advantage
of this, just to jack up
fees out of proportion
with what’s happening
in the economy, then
there should be pressure
placed on them.”

Caps on childcare fees
may also be required to
prevent providers from
hiking prices in response
to more lucrative govern-
ment subsidies, Mr Clare
said.

“[Fees] are just explod-
ing through that cap. This
report says that there
needs to be some reform
to that cap,” he said.

Mr Clare also pointed to
the work currently being

undertaken by the Pro-
ductivity Commission on
early childhood educa-
tion and care which is
due to be handed down at
the end of the year.

The ACCC’s findings
predate the implementa-
tion of the government’s
increased cheaper child
subsidies which kicked
in on July 1 at a cost of
$5.4bn, estimated to af-
fect 1.2 million families
across Australia.

Under the changes, a
family earning $120,000 a
year with one child in care
will save about $1700 in
out-of-pocket fees.

For families less than
$80,000, the government
will cover 90 per cent of
childcare fees.

For families with two or
more children in care, the
subsidy will rise to 95 per
cent for the second and
subsequent child.

The ACCC report also
notes that labour is the
largest cost component
in child care services.
Earlier this week, child-
hood educators won the
right to bargain for pay
rises of up to 25 per cent
across multiple centres
under the government’s
new workplace laws.

The multi-employer
pay negotiations cover
12,000 staff employed by
64 providers who are part
of the Community Child
Care Association and
Community Early Learn-
ing Australia.
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Michele Bullock’s new-look RBA opts to leave
rates on hold in welcome news for borrowers

Borrowers have been of-
fered some brief reprieve
with the RBA’s latest deci-
sion, but it’'s come with a
warning.

The Reserve Bank’s deci-
sion to hold the cash rate
steady will allow millions
of Australians more time
to catch their breath after
the past 12 interest rate
hikes.

But the central bank’s de-
cision to keep the rate at
4.1 per cent for the fourth
consecutive month has
come with a warning that
further rate hikes could
be needed in the months
ahead in a bid to get infla-
tion back to target.
Tuesday’s decision, the
first taken with Michele
Bullock as governor, has
been welcomed by econo-
mists across the country,
including David ‘Kochie’
Koch, economic director
at Compare the Market.
“This is as bad as it’s
going to get, but it will
be this bad for a while,”
the former Sunrise host
warned.

Mr Koch said while he
was not predicting any
further increases this year
it would not be until the
second half of next year
that those rates started to
go back down.

Mr Koch said it would all
come down to the Septem-
ber quarter inflation fig-
ures, saying that if those
showed further signs of
improvement, there would
be less cause for further
hikes.

A rebound in property
prices, coupled with a
still-red hot jobs market
and an oil price spike all
risk posing an inflationary
headache for the RBA, and
will be watched closely in
the months ahead.

Mr Koch warned that if in-
flation worsened over that
quarter, an increase could
be possible in November’s
meeting.

The latest rates decision
follows fresh monthly in-
flation data, released by

Michelle Bullock held rates steady in her first meeting as governor.
Photo by: NCA Newswire | Gaye Gerard

the ABS on Wednesday,
that showed price pres-
sures accelerated for the
first time in four months.
Soaring costs for fuel,
rents, and across the la-
bour-intensive  services
sector pushed consumer
price growth to 5.2 per
cent in the year to August,
up from 4.9 per cent in
July.

On Tuesday, the board
noted that the lag time of
the 12 rate hikes since
last May was starting to
have an impact on the
Australian economy, and
the full effect of those in-
creases was still filtering
through.

“This will provide further
time to assess the impact
of the increase in interest
rates to date and the eco-
nomic outlook,” the board
said on its decision.

The full impact of inter-
est rate changes typically
takes between 12 tfo 18
months to flow through
the economy, but experts
have warned that the in-
crease in fixed-rate lend-
ing during the pandemic
could make the transition
even slower through this
tightening cycle.

Millions of Australians
were put onto a fixed
mortgage during the re-
cord-low interest rates
of the Covid-19 era, but
more than half of those
have since rolled over to
higher variable rates.
About another one million
borrowers will make the
transition over the coming
18 months.

Treasurer Jim Chalmers

voiced his concern about
the transition earlier on
Tuesday, saying that there
were still a million people
still to make the move.

“We understand that they
will be under substantial
pressure when that hap-
pens, but there are now,
according to the official
numbers that we’ve put
out, more Australians who
have come off than who
are about to come off,” he
said.

“We know that there are
still a lot of people who
will jump from the fixed
rates that they’ve been
on, on to the higher vari-
able rates.”

Mr Koch said for those
Australians still to make
the move, now was the

time to adjust their house-
hold budget.

“Now you should be run-
ning your household bud-
get on that higher inter-
est rate, preparing, going
through all expenses and
costs,” he said.

He wurged households
to shop around and see
if they could get better
deals on their health fund,
electricity provider, and
mortgage.

Pradeep Philip, head of
Deloitte Access Econom-
ics, said Tuesday;’s de-
cision was “the correct
one”, and would allow
businesses and house-
holds to “breathe a col-
lective sigh of relief in a
slowing economy”.

“Although inflation was
slightly higher in August
than it was in July, that
increase was driven by
an increase in the cost of
more volatile items like
fuel, energy and holiday
travel. If you exclude those
items, underlying inflation
in the year to August was
lower than it was in the
year to July,” he said.
“There is clear evidence
of a slowing economy —
with confidence waning,
consumer spending weak,
and the retail sector in the
doldrums.

“Increasing interest rates
in this environment would
have simply added to the
economic risks facing the
economy.”

Australians missing out on $225m in unclaimed Medicare rebates

The Coalition have ac-
cused Labor of sitting on
hundreds of millions of
dollars in unpaid Medi-
care benefits owed to al-
most one million Austra-
lians.

Opposition government
services spokesman Paul
Fletcher has accused La-
bor of keeping the money
from people who need it
most, while the relevant
government agency, Ser-
vices Australia, says the
pool of money is grow-
ing only because people
aren’t updating their de-
tails.

Taking aim at Government
Services Minister Bill
Shorten, Mr Fletcher said
Labor needs to “come
clean” and explain to the
public why it is “sitting
on so much money rather
than it being directed to
the relevant customers”.
Mr Fletcher cited figures
given to senate estimates
in June, which showed
900,000 Australians were
owed $200m in unclaimed
benefits.

However, figures ob-
tained from Services Aus-
tralia at the end of August
show more than 954,000
Australians are eligible to
receive more than $225m
in unclaimed benefits.

Mr Fletcher said with so
many people struggling

Opposition government services Paul Fletcher says the unclaimed
Medicare benefits need to be returned to Australians who need it. Pic-
ture: NCA NewsWire | Gary Ramage

State
figure)

Unclaimed benefits (S

Residents Eligible

ACT $4.1 million

15,000

NSW $69.7 million

278,000

Northemn Territory $1.5 million

7,000

Queensland $44 1 million

198,000

South Australia $16.7 million

75,000

Tasmania $4.4 million

20,000

Victoria $57 .4 million

237,000

Western Australia $26 million

116,000

A state-by-state breakdown of unclaimed Medicare rebates.

with the surging cost-of-
living, that money should
be put back into the pock-
ets of people who need it
the most.

“Millions of families are
struggling, and we have a
government that focuses
more on spin than sub-
stance when it comes to
supporting households,”
he said.

Services Australia gen-
eral manager, Hank Jon-
gen, said the unclaimed
money belonged to Aus-
tralians who had not gone
through the “simple pro-
cess” of updating their
details.

“The agency can’t make

payments to Medicare
claimants if there isn’t a
valid bank account reg-
istered to their Medicare
account, or if the details
are incorrect,” he said.
“Once bank details are
updated, unclaimed Medi-
care benefits are usually
made within three days.”
On the Services Australia
website, the agency says
they will hold on to the
Medicare benefit if they
don’t have the claimant’s
bank details.

“We’ll write to you within
two days of assessing
your claim. We’ll tell you
how to give us your bank
details so we can pay

you,” they said.

“Keep in mind we only
send one letter. We won'’t
write to you each time we
hold your Medicare ben-
efit”

As it stands, more than
278,000 NSW residents
have $69.Tm in unclaimed
Medicare benefits.

There is about $57.4m
unclaimed from about
237,000 Victorians.
About 198,000 Queen-
slanders have $44.1m in
unclaimed rebates.

If people don’t have an
online Medicare account,
Services Australia sug-
gest setting one up and
linking it to MyGov.
Australians can also visit
their nearest service cen-
tre to get their details up-
dated.

But Mr Fletcher said La-
bor’s “shocking” reputa-
tion with service delivery
has risked exacerbating
the problem.

“Labor has axed jobs at
Services Australia which
is clearly impacting ser-
vice delivery,” he said.
“Mr Shorten needs to
get his act together and
have his agency devise
a plan to reach these af-
fected customers. Put-
ting it in the ‘too-hard’
basket is unacceptable,
and Australians deserve
better.”
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Milkio Cow Ghee
1.6L $29,99

Duru fine bulgur
1Kg 2 for $5.99

Jelly Drink
6pk 2 for $5.99

Milkio Cow Ghee Milkio Cow Ghee
400ml $9.99 800ml $19.99

M « .Jl | ] Facial Tissues

3249 2 for $6.99 7009 2 For $12.99 6pkt 2 for $8.99

TITET @ €

Peanut Roasted

Toffix

416 Hume Highway, Yagoona, NSW 2199, Ph: 8102 5252 :cdb £ I 151 Waterloo Rd, Greenacre, NSW 2190, :Jsl £
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Dip into the &(9"30 flavours
of the Mecltterrcmecm

See your local grocery store for our full -fange of dips & finger'fd.ods'

MONJAYM EZZA.COM.AU (02) 9632 7164
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