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Dip into the U flavours
of the Mediterranean

See your local grocery store for our full -'range' of dips & finger foods

MONJAYM EZZA.C_OM.AU (02) 9632 7164
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Unfolding Violence in Gaza

forces
We note

The Australian Fed-
eration of Islamic

Occupying
overnight

cause of peace. We
ask that all sides

dehumanisation and
humiliation of the

conflict and years of
attrition with block-

Councils (AFIC) the reportedly high show restraint ades, lack of medi- Palestinian people
continues to follow deaths, and the cal supplies and and the international
the unfolding devel- deaths of children We note that the kill- the prevention of community’s un-

and non-combatants
will not further the

opments  between
Palestinians and

ing of people has
been occurring in

fundamental human
rights. The continual

questioning support
of Israel continue to

Australian Electoral Commission
v

lago chlg> Jou s

Commonwealth of Australia

BALLOT PAPER

State/territory

Referendum on proposed
Constitution alteration

DIRECTIONS TO VOTER
Write “YES” or “NO” in the
space provided opposite
the question set out below.

A PROPOSED LAW:
There would be a description
of the proposed constitutional

change here.

DO YOU APPROVE
THIS PROPOSED
ALTERATION?

WRITE “YES”
OR “NO”

Australian Electoral Commission

bt g 0 dige

YOUR
Answer
MATTERS

20551/ Jo3l (33 3465 14 o] | elisiiaw I

lisy eliaiwdl (8 Coguaill
LG L8 dic
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09 2l Oyl &
aec.gov.au/translated
1300 720 132 @8,Jb Juail gl

Aewdl daolell deblss duiS «upiw )90 10 b3l (6§40 4 250
Authorised by the Electoral Commissioner, 10 Mort Street, Canberra, ACT.

President of AFIC, Dr Rateb Jneid

create an explosive
situation for years.

Whilst we join calls
for restraints on all
sides, we also call
on the international
community to ensure
the application of its
own international
commitments and
agreements, such as
numerous UN reso-
lutions that specify
the inalienable rights
of Palestinians to
self-determination,
rights of return, and
protection for all
against violence,
and the protection
of religiously impor-
tant sites. Primar-
ily, Israel has not
complied with these
agreements and the
international com-
munity has continu-
ally failed to enforce
these agreements,
allowing a 16-year
illegal and inhumane
blockade against
Gaza; the building of
illegal sites; and the
continuing human
rights violations
against the Palestin-
ian People.

“.human rights
orgs have repeat-
edly warned states
that security is only
achievable by realiz-
ing the equal rights
of all to live in dig-
nity & freedom, &
peace can only be

achieved  through
int’l legality. Law,
not war, can prevent
cyclical reproduc-
tion of injustice.’

- Francesca Alba-
nese, UN Special
Rapporteur on the
situation of human
rights in the Pales-
tinian Territories via
X 08/10/2023 (for-
merly Twitter)

AFIC has been vocal
on numerous occa-
sions about the need
to recognise these
agreements and to
protect the rights
of all Palestinians,
including those in
the West Bank and
Gaza.

It is disheartening
that the Australian
Government has
publicly proclaimed
Israel’s right to de-
fend itself without
acknowledging the
equally legitimate
right of the Palestin-
ian People to defend
themselves.

We call on the Aus-
tralian Government
to be more proactive
in its own objectives
of reaching a du-
rable peace, and not
react only in times of
crisis.

Authorised
Dr Rateb Jneid
President of AFIC
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‘This is a disaster’. Albanese under fire in Indigenous Senator Lidia Thorpe

TV grilling over the Voice to Parliament

morning.
Anthony Albanese has
downplayed  concerns

the Voice to Parliament
is dead, clashing with
Sunrise host Natalie Barr
about whether his leader-
ship is at risk should the
referendum fail.

Support for the Voice has
fallen to new lows in the
final week of the cam-
paign, according to the
latest Newspoll, with just
one in three voters now
backing the proposed
constitutional change.
The poll, conducted by
The Australian, sug-
gested just 34 per cent
of voters will vote Yes,
while support for the No
campaign had risen two
points to 58 per cent.

The Prime Minister con-
ceded it was going to be
an uphill battle to win the
referendum but insisted
he was still hopeful there
was a path for the Voice
to clinch victory on Sat-
urday.

“If you don’t run on the
field .. then you don’t win
the Grand Final. We’re
on the field, we’re taking
up the request of Indig-
enous Australians,” Mr
Albanese told Seven.

The Sunrise host quick-
ly seized on the Labor
leader’s analogy, press-
ing him on whether he
had “hobbled” during the
campaign and suggested
the Yes camp’s perfor-
mance was the equiva-
lent of “half the team (be-
ing) subbed off”.

“This is adisaster, isn’tit?
And also for your leader-
ship. You stood there on
election night and said,
I'm hanging my hat on
this,” Barr pressed, refer-

CANBERRA
Mr Albanese and Nat Barr went head to head on Sunrise on Monday

ring to his victory speech
where Mr Albanese com-
mitted to the Uluru State-
ment of the Heart in full.
Mr Albanese insisted the
referendum was about an
idea, not about him.
“Yeah, but you stood
there and one of the first
things you and Penny
Wong mentioned on elec-
tion night was this,” Barr
responded.

The Prime Minister said
his reference to the Ul-
uru Statement on elec-
tion night was just one of
the “dozens of times” he
mentioned it.

“As did Scott Morrison
before the 2019 elec-
tion, as did John Howard
before the 2007 elec-
tion. Natalie, this consti-
tutional recognition of
our First Australians has
been spoken about for
decades,” Mr Albanese
hit back.

The federal government
has confirmed it would
not seek to legislate an
Indigenous advisory body
if Australians knock back
the proposal for constitu-
tional change.

With just five days to
go until polls close, the
Prime Minister is expect-
ed to travel to Broken Hill,
Port Lincoln and Uluru as
well as stopping off to
campaign in the capital
cities in a bid to win over
undecided voters.
Opposition Leader Peter
Dutton is also travelling
the country campaign-
ing for a No vote. He has
previously indicated he
would hold a second ref-
erendum to acknowledge
Indigenous Australians
without an enshrined

Voice.

Mr Dutton said much of
the blame for the drop in
support rested on Mr Al-
banese’s shoulders.

“It's been a deliberate
strategy not to give that
detail (about the body’s
make up) ... I think a lot
of Australians, you know,
yes, absolutely want rec-
ognition, but they don’t
support the Voice and the
Voice is permanent once
it goes into the Constitu-
tion,” he told Tasmanian
radio.

“Our Constitution is ba-
sically our nation’s rule-
book .. Australians are
pretty hesitant to change
it unless they understand
all the detail.”

The government had
hoped the Coalition
would provide bipartisan
support for the Voice
when it first flagged the
referendum. No refer-
endum in Australia has
been successful without
the support of both side
of politics.

Mr Albanese said it was
“terrible” Mr Dutton had
sided with the No camp,
slamming the “absurd
debates” being spread
by anti-Voice campaign-
ers.

“Peter Dutton has been a
part of that, asking ques-
tions in the parliament
. about the Indigenous
Voice somehow advising
the Reserve Bank of Aus-
tralia about interest rates
is of course, nonsense,”
he said.

“It is unfortunate there’s
been a whole range of
other issues raised by
the No campaign.”
Indigenous leader and
key Yes campaigner Noel
Pearson warned Aus-
tralians may “never live
down” a failed referen-
dum.

“Yes is moral choice, and
no would be a travesty
for the country and we
will possibly never live it
down,” he told ABC’s AM
on Monday morning.

says she ‘stands with’ Palestine

A

The Indigenous Senator
has publicly thrown her
support behind Palestine
in a post on social media,
as the Israel-Hamas con-
flict rages on.

Indigenous senator and
No campaigner Lidia
Thorpe has publicly ral-
lied behind Palestine in
a “foul” and “appalling”
move, as the death toll in
the Israel-Hamas conflict
continues to climb.
Senator Thorpe made her
stance on the conflict
clear in a post on the so-
cial media platform X on
Sunday night, writing “I
stand with Palestine!”
The tweet was accompa-
nied with a controversial
map of Israel, appearing
to show the gradual dis-
possession of “Palestine
land” over several de-
cades.

“Unprovoked They said
[sic],” the caption of the
map reads.

Many were quick to con-
demn the senator on so-
cial media, pointing to the
atrocities unfolding after
Hamas, a Palestinian Is-
lamist militant group, at-
tacked Israel on Saturday.
“The most appalling pub-
lic statement you’ve ever
made, and that’'s say-
ing something,” wrote
Sky News columnist Will
Kingston.

Others pointed out that
women had been “kid-
napped raped and brutal-
ised” in the conflict.
“Stand with Palestine but

g N

not for Hamas,” said an-
other.

Contentious map
Others on social media
claimed the map shared
by Senator Thorpe was
false.
An article published by
Australia Israel and Jew-
ish Affairs Council notes
similar maps such as
those shared by Sena-
tor Thorpe, were “riddled
with misrepresentations
and omissions”.
“Their overall narrative is
an outright lie,” it reads.
Pointing out the inaccura-
cies, the article claimed-:
“While the small patches
may correspond reason-
ably accurately with the
land then privately held by
Jews, the rest of the map
is a lie. “The totality of the
remaining area was not
in any sense “Palestin-
ian”, whether this refers
to ownership, control, or
even simply habitation.”
‘Violent occupation of
Palestine’
It’s not the first time Sena-
tor Thorpe has thrown her
support behind Palestine.
Last month she called on
Australia to recognise the
sovereignty of the Pales-
tinian people in a speech
before the Senate.
“I rise to condemn the
violent occupation of
Palestine, the brutality of
the colonial power that
is Israel and their state-
sanctioned murder of the
Palestinian people,” she

Thorpe has condemned the ‘violent occupation of Palestine’. Picture: NCA NewsWire/Martin Ollman

said.

“In 2022, Israeli forces
murdered more than 170
Palestinians, including 53
children. Since the start of
2023, 160 lives have been
taken, including 35 chil-
dren.”

She added the Australian
government must call on
Israel to “end the illegal

occupation”.
“This government must
recognise sovereignty

abroad and at home, rec-
ognise the sovereignty
of the Palestinian people
over all the land taken
since 1961 and call for the
Israeli government to end
the illegal occupation.”
Israel formally declared
war on Hamas Sunday fol-
lowing the surprise attack
by Hamas militants.

The death toll from the
conflict has surged above
1000, with officials report-
ing at least 413 deaths in
Gaza and thousands more
wounded across the war
zone. At least 100 have
been taken hostage.
Israel’s Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said
the nation was in for a
“long and difficult” war.
“Israel was caught flat-
footed by the unprece-
dented attack,” said Jona-
than Panikoff, director of
the Scowcroft Middle East
Security Initiative. “I've
heard multiple compari-
sons to 9/11, and many
Israelis are struggling
to understand how this
could have happened.”
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Alan Joyce ‘will appear’ before Qatar probe
despite final report already handed down

Transport Minister Catherine King has faced intense criticism for rejecting Qatar Airways’ bid for increased
capacity. Picture: NCA NewsWire | Martin Ollman

The former Qantas chief
will still be required to ap-
pear before a Senate inqui-
ry probing the Qatar Air-
ways’ decision, despite a
final report already handed
down.

Former Qantas chief Alan
Joyce will still be required
to front up before a senate
committee when he returns
to Australia, despite a final
report having already been
handed down.

The senate committee,
formed to probe why the
government had blocked
Qatar Airways’ bid to dou-
ble its flight offerings to
Australia, recommended
the government urgently
review its decision.

The report also recom-
mended the probe be re-
established so it can hear
evidence from Mr Joyce,
amid allegations he had
wielded significant influ-
ence over the govern-
ment’s decision.

The inquiry heard that
Transport Minister Cath-
erine King had received a
brief from her department
in January, and was ex-
pected to announce Qatar’s
bid would be accepted.

It was not until July that
she formally denied the ap-
plication.

Mr Joyce had been sum-
moned to appear before
the committee, but did not
do so during their report-
ing period because he was
overseas for personal rea-
sons.

Committee chair, Bridget
McKenzie, said Mr Joyce
still had questions to an-

Bridget McKenzie says Mr Joyce must give key evidence. Picture: NCA

NewsWire | Martin Ollman

Former Qantas chief executive Alan Joyce will still be required to give ev-
idence to the Senate committee. Picture NCA NewsWire | Aaron Francis

Qantas chief executive Vanessa Hudson and chair Richard Goyder were
questioned over the airline’s role in the government’s rejection of Qatar
Airways’ bid. Picture: NCA NewsWire | Martin Ollman

swer, because all the evi-
dence supported the con-
clusion that Qantas had
interfered in government
process.

“He will appear before this
committee and give us the
key evidence that has been
hidden from us thus far
because the Minister has
gagged her department,
as has the Prime Minister
gagged his,” she told ABC
News.

“If he won’t agree to ap-
pear, we have the power to
summons him, which the
committee has already de-
cided it will do.”

Last month, Senator McK-
enzie insinuated jail could
be an option if Mr Joyce
continued to refuse to ap-
pear before the committee.
“Mr Joyce - despite no
longer being the CEO -
was the figure, because
of his close personal and

political relationship with
the Prime Minister, was
the person that we believe
intervened and influenced
Minister King’s change of
mind between January and
July,” she said.

“And without his evidence,
we won’t be able to get to

the bottom of it.”
The report had also rec-
ommended the Senate

request the House of Rep-
resentatives to require Ms
King to attend to provide
public evidence, as Sena-
tor McKenzie had called
for last month after com-
ing up against a “gagged”
department.

Ms King, and Prime Min-
ister Anthony Albanese,
had at the time accused
the Coalition of a “political
stunt” and pointed to the
“unprecedented” nature of
calling a house MP before
the senate.

Scott Morrison appeared
before the senate in 2014
during an inquiry into boat
turn backs.

Mr Albanese on Tuesday
criticised the Coalition
again for seeking to break
the norms of parliament.
“For the same reason that
Peter Dutton didn’t appear,
for the same reason I've
never appeared and the
same reason anyone ex-
cept for Scott Morrison,”
he said.

“The house of reps mem-
bers don’t appear before
senate committees, not
the least of which a sen-
ate committee chaired by
someone who has no un-
derstanding of the way the
aviation system work in
this country.”

The committee also called
on the government to re-
instate airfare price moni-
toring and task the com-
petition watchdog with
conducting a fresh investi-
gation into anti-competitive
behaviour in the domestic
aviation market.

Australian consumers have
experienced higher flight
prices than they otherwise
would have because of the
loss of competition.

Commonwealth Bank cuts nearly 200

jobs as part of ‘automation initiative’

Australia’s biggest bank
will slash another 192
jobs, bringing its total staff
cuts to more than 1000 in
the past year, as part of its
automation initiative.
Commonwealth Bank is
poised to cut nearly 200
jobs this month, bringing
the total job losses at the
company to over a thou-
sand in just one year.

The Financial Sector Union
(FSU) has confirmed that
192 jobs will be lost from
back office operations in
Sydney, Melbourne and
Perth due to an “automa-
tion initiative”.

The union says that 81
jobs will be lost in Com-
monwealth Bank’s (CBA)
home buying operations
division, 41 jobs in con-
sumer finance, and 21
jobs in the everyday bank-
ing team.

CBA owned BankWest will
lose nine staff in its lend-
ing arm.

The latest round of cuts
has occurred due to a
downturn in retail bank-
ing in the past 12 months
impacting the everyday
banking and home buying
operations teams.

The bank also told FSU that
“automation initiatives” in
the two parts ofthe com-
pany have allowed for a
“simplified process” that
requires less workers.
CBA has now cut 1085
jobs in the past 12 months,
according to the union.
The bank has said it will
on redeploying
workers affected by the
changes, adding that it
has recruited “more than
10,000 people” since
2021, adding to its 50,000
strong workforce.

“As part of our focus on
constant business
provement, we regularly
review the skills we need

focus

im-

and how we organised.
That means from time to
time some roles and work
will change or no lon-
ger be required,” a CBA
spokesperson said.
“These decisions are
never easy nor are they
taken lightly. Our priority
is to treat every individu-
al with respect and care,
taking time to talk with
each employee impacted
to understand individual
circumstances and work
with them on finding op-
portunities and building
skills to support them for
another role in or outside
the bank.”
FSU National Secretary
Julia Angrisano slammed
the decision to make more
staff redundant after CBA
posted a full-year profit of
$10.18 billion.
“It is clear that the CBA
has no hesitation throw-
ing workers onto the un-
employment queue in its
relentless campaign to cut
costs and boost profits,”
Ms Angrisano said.
“Workers in the financial
services sector should be
enormously  concerned
that Australia’s largest
bank is now making work-
ers redundant because of
automation.”
Ms Angrisano said that
the majority of job losses
are for experienced staff.
“CBA has a huge problem
with staff shortages and
excessive workloads and
cutting staff does nothing
to reduce that concern for
workers.”
“The jobs being lost are
specialists across a range
of areas and it is hard to
believe that the bank can
afford to lose so many
experienced staff at the
same time that it has a sig-
nificant overwork problem
across the organisation.”
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‘Climate charlatans’. Bowen
rubbishes opposition’s nu-
clear energy push

Energy Minister Chris Bowen says nuclear is the wrong fit for Austra-

lia.Credit: Alex Ellinghausen

Climate Change and En-
ergy Minister Chris Bowen
has been speaking at an
industry conference this
morning, using his speech
to rubbish mounting calls
from the federal Coalition
for Australia to develop a
nuclear energy industry.
Bowen labelled nuclear
proponents like opposi-
tion energy spokesman
Ted O’Brien and Opposi-
tion Leader Peter Dutton
as “climate charlatans”,
claiming they are ideologi-
cally opposed to renewable
energy accusing them of
using nuclear power as a
vehicle to disrupt the gov-
ernment’s plans for a clean
energy transition.

Energy Minister Chris Bo-
wen says nuclear is the
wrong fit for Australia.
“This is the next attempt at
climate wars in Australia,”
Bowen said.

“This is the latest attempt
at deflection and distrac-
tion now that outright de-
nial is unfashionable.”
Bowen said it would take
decades to establish a nu-
clear industry in Australia,
where a ban on the power
source has been imposed
by federal parliament since
1998, and simply rescind-
ing the prohibition like the
Coalition has called for
would not be enough to en-
able the industry to grow.
“Removing the legal pro-
hibition does not enable
potential investment, that
would entail a long and
lengthy process.”

Bowen said the govern-
ment was committed to
growing renewables to
82 per cent of the grid
by 2030 fo cut damaging

greenhouse emissions and
waiting for nuclear energy
would cause a “delay we
simply can’t afford to con-

template”.
The Minister opened ap-

plications for funding un-
der the $2 billion Hydrogen
Headstart program to grow
the emerging industry,
which close on November

10.
Hydrogen Headstart is re-

stricted to so-called green
hydrogen, which is pro-
duced with renewable ener-
gy and has no emissions.
The fund is not open to blue
hydrogen projects, where
fossil fuel energy is used
to produce hydrogen with
the use of CCS to eliminate
emissions.

ACCCclears Canadian fund’s Qantas chairman Richard Goy-
$18.7 billion takeover of Ori-

gin Energy

Australia’s competition
watchdog approved Ca-
nadian fund giant Brook-
field and its consortium
partner MidOcean’s $18.7
billion takeover of Aus-
tralia’s largest energy
retailer, saying the public
benefits of the deal out-
weigh its negative impact
on competition.

The watchdog’s accep-
tance of the deal was
“finely balanced,” but
tilted in the consortium’s
favour after a detailed re-
view found the proposed
acquisition was likely to
result in public benefits
that would outweigh the
likely public detriments.
The ACCC is chaired by
former corporate lawyer
Gina Cass-Gottlieb.
Australian Competition
and Consumer Commis-
sion chair Gina Cass-
Gottlieb said Brookfield’s
proposed investment of
up to $30 billion to ac-
celerate the roll-out of
renewable energy gener-
ation will lead to a more
rapid reduction in Aus-
tralia’s greenhouse gas

The ACCC is chaired by former
corporate lawyer Gina Cass-Got-
tlieb.Credit: Alex Ellinghausen

emissions.

“We found that the public
benefits and public detri-
ments in this matter were
finely balanced. Likely
detriments, particularly
anticompetitive  effects
from vertical integra-
tion, had to be weighed
against likely benefits
to Australia’s renewable
energy transition,” Cass-
Gottlieb said.

Origin said the regula-
tor’s decision was an
“important  milestone,”
but the transaction still
needed approval from a
majority of sharehold-
ers, as well as and other
regulators including the
Foreign Investment Re-
view Board and National
Offshore Petroleum Titles
Administrator.

Annual parade for Melbourne Cup can-
celled, plans to return next year

Organisers of the iconic
Melbourne Cup Parade
have issued a shocking
update on the planned

November event.
This year’s annual Mel-

bourne Cup Parade, a
longstanding  tradition
where horses and jock-
eys are showcased on
the city’s streets, has
been cancelled.

Organisers of the parade,
which has run every year
since 1983 except over
2020-21 due to the pan-
demic, did not apply for
funding from the City of
Melbourne to host the

event.
Victoria Racing Club
(VRC) chief executive

Steve Rosich, however,
confirmed on Wednes-
day that a “feature event”
will instead be held in the
city.

Animal rights activists
protested the event last
year and have increased
pressure on organisers
to have it axed in recent
years.

The parade is tradition-
ally held on the eve of the
great race, which is con-
sidered one of the most
prestigious in the world.
The VRC has received
funding from the City
of Melbourne to run the
parade in 2024, as it did
in 2022, under the coun-
cil’'s Events Partnership

Program.

Pop superstar Taylor
Swift notably cancelled
her 2019 performance
at the Melbourne Cup
following public outcry
from animal rights activ-
ists.

However the singer cited
last-minute changes to
her tour as the reason for
her withdrawal.

Mr Rosich said the VRC
was “look(ing) forward to
unveiling our plans soon
for Lexus Melbourne Cup
eve celebrations”.

der announces early retirement

Qantas chairman Richard Goyder NCA NewsWire | Martin Ollman

Qantas chairman Richard
Goyder has announced
his early retirement after
a turbulent few months for
the embattled Australian
airline.

Mr Goyer will step aside as
chairman of Qantas before
the airline’s annual gener-
al meeting in late-2024 as
part of a wider refresh.

It comes after Mr Goyder
told a Senate inquiry last
month he would not step
aside following the depar-
ture of former CEO Alan
Joyce.

Mr Joyce was replaced by
Qantas stalwart Vanessa
Hudson in September as
criticism mounted over
the blocking of Qatar air-
lines flights.
Non-executive director Mi-
chael L’Estrange will also
retire at this year’s AGM,
with a further two mem-
bers to step aside in Feb-
ruary 2024.

Three new directors will
also stand for election at
this year, including Ms
Hudson, Doug Parker, and
Dr Heather Smith.

Mr Goyder said the Qantas
board acknowledged the
“significant reputational
and customer service is-
sues” facing Qantas.
“Qantas has gone through
an incredibly difficult pe-
riod since our operation
was grounded during the
pandemic,” he said.

“The recovery has not
been easy, and mistakes
were made. We again
apologise for those times
where we got it wrong.

“I have always sought to
act in the best interests of
Qantas.

“Measured and orderly
succession at Board level
will support the impor-
tant work underway led

by Vanessa and her new
management team.

“The (Qantas) Group is
in a very strong position
to overcome its current
challenges and deliver for
all its stakeholders in the
years ahead.”

In a statement, Qantas
said that once the new
directors are in place the
board is expected to have
an average tenure of about
three years.

The airline said the change
would provide a “balance
of fresh leadership with
necessary continuity”, as
pressure mounts on the
flying kangaroo.

Qantas has faced criti-
cism over allegations it
colluded with the federal
government to block in-
creased flights from com-
petitor Qatar Airlines.

In September, the Austra-
lian and International Pi-
lots Association called on
Mr Goyder to step down
in a latter to CEO Vanessa
Hudson.

The union called for a “cul-
tural reset” and described
revelations that Mr Goyder
accepted an $100,000 pay
rise as “galling”, amid a
pay freeze.

Mr Goyder nonetheless
back his tenure, telling
the Senate inquiry: “Ma-
jor shareholders are very
strongly supportive of me
staying

“I would also argue that
my history in business
has been one of high eth-
ics, looking to create value
for all our stakeholders,”
he said.

“I've navigated a company
through the Global Finan-
cial Crisis, chaired Qantas
through the most existen-
tial crisis we’ve ever had
as an airline.
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