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Milkio Cow Ghee
1.6L $29,99

Duru fine bulgur
1Kg 2 for $5.99

Jelly Drink
6pk 2 for $5.99

Milkio Cow Ghee Milkio Cow Ghee
400ml $9.99 800ml $19.99

PEANUT noas'ren

= B

M % J‘ | ] Facial Tissues

3249 2 for $6.99 7009 2 For $12.99 6pkt 2 for $8.99

> 4 <

Peanut Roasted

Toffix

416 Hume Highway, Yagoona, NSW 2199, Ph: 8102 5252 :cib £ I 151 Waterloo Rd, Greenacre, NSW 2190, :Jsl £
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Call for a change in Australian Government
Rhetoric on Israel-Palestine Conflict

The Australian Federa-
tion of Islamic Councils
(AFIC) and its member
societies raises strong
objection against the
prevailing narratives
surrounding the Israel-
Palestine conflict em-
phasising the need for a
more accurate, nuanced,
and humane portrayal in
both media and political
discourse.

First and foremost, we
believe that all life is sa-
cred, and the loss of any
life should not be toler-
ated.

However, ‘The current
discourse, steeped in
misrepresentations, Ila-
bels the Palestinian re-
sistance to Israeli oc-
cupation as ‘terrorism.’
“This label is not only
unjust but dangerously
misleading,” stated Dr.
Rateb Jneid, President
of AFIC. “It erases the
context of a people’s
struggle against dispos-
session and military oc-
cupation, branding their
desperation and resis-
tance as an act of unpro-
voked aggression.”

The portrayal of the con-
flict as a battle between
equals is a gross mis-
characterisation. Israel,
bolstered by significant
global powers, possess-
es one of the world’s
most formidable mili-
tary machines. In stark
contrast, the Palestin-
ians, armed with limited
resources, face monu-
mental disparities in ar-
mament, support, and
international diplomatic
leverage.

At the heart of this pro-
tracted turmoil is the
undeniable reality of the
Palestinians’ illegal dis-
possession. For over
seven decades, interna-
tional laws and count-
less UN resolutions

have been disregarded.
“Palestinians have lived
a reality of persistent
denial,” states Dr. Jneid.
“Denied sovereignty, de-
nied justice, and denied
the basic human right to
defend their existence.”

The human cost of the
conflict has been stag-
gering, disproportionally
borne by the Palestinian
people. Statistics paint
a horrifying picture —
thousands of Palestin-
ians killed, a significant
number being innocent
children, and tens of
thousands wounded
compared to a much
smaller number of Israeli
casualties. Each of these
numbers represents a
human life, snuffed out
or altered irrevocably in
a struggle that shows
no sign of abating. Since
2008 alone more than
6,400 Palestinians have
been killed and over
150,000 injured in this il-
legal occupation by Isra-
el. Of these nearly 1500
children have been killed
and over 32,000 injured.

ni

Amidst the cacophony of
political posturing, what
is egregiously absent is
the acknowledgment of
Palestinian humanity,
the language employed
in certain media and po-
litical circles serves to
dehumanise, casting Pal-
estinians and their exis-
tential struggle in a light
devoid of empathy, bereft
of understanding.”

In Gaza, the situation has
reached catastrophic
levels. The blockade, ef-
fectively turning the area
into an open-air prison,
has deprived over two
million inhabitants of ba-
sic necessities — clean
water, consistent elec-
tricity supply, adequate
medical care, and the
freedom of movement.

AFIC’ President Dr Rateb Jneid,

These conditions, cou-
pled with systematic
economic stifling, have
created an untenable hu-
man rights crisis that has
been going now for over
15 years.

Additionally, Israel’s con-
tinual defiance of interna-
tional calls to halt illegal
settlements and annexa-
tions of Palestinian ter-
ritory further entrenches
the crisis. The number
of illegal settlers on Pal-
estinian land, flagrantly
violating numerous UN
resolutions, has surged
past half a million.[2]

The plight of Palestinian
refugees is a stark tes-
tament to the escalating
crisis, now numbering
approximately 5.9 mil-
lion globally.[3] These
individuals and families
represent  generations
of displacement, bearing
stories of both historical
and ongoing disposses-
sion. They live with the
indelible scars of loss
— of their homes, lands,
and normalcy.

Most significantly, they
face the continued denial
of their internationally
recognized Right of Re-
turn, as stipulated in the
UN General Assembly
Resolution 194.

The state of Israel, in
contradiction to inter-
national law, persists in
its refusal to acknowl-
edge this right, placing

stringent, insurmount-
able barriers that prevent
these refugees from re-
turning to their homes.
This perpetual state of
exile is a stark reminder
of the systematic injus-
tices perpetrated against
an entire populace, un-
derpinning the urgency
for the global community
to address their plight
with the seriousness it
warrants.

In light of these realities,
AFIC urgently calls on
the Australian Govern-
ment to realign its stance
and take actions reflec-
tive of true justice and
peacekeeping. We call
on the Australian Gov-
ernment to:

Abandon the one-
dimensional  ‘terrorist’
label that oversimplifies
the complex dynamics of
Palestinian resistance.

Advocate strongly for
the deployment of an in-
ternational peacekeeping
force to ensure adher-
ence to UN resolutions,
international laws, and
the safeguarding of civil-
ian lives

Acknowledge and ad-
vocate for the recogn-
ised right of peoples to
resist occupation and to
have their right to self-
determination and hu-
man rights.

Demand an immediate
cessation of all military
actions, from all actors,
particularly those striking
civilian centres. The pro-

tection of innocent lives
must be paramount.

To immediately facili-
tate the presence of inde-
pendent observers into
Gaza and Israel to report
events in factual way.
“It’s all Member States
who have obligations..
not just those in the re-
gion” to defuse the worst
Israeli-Palestinian con-
flagration in decades,”
Martin Griffiths Under-
Secretary for Humanitar-
ian Affairs and Emergen-
cy Relief Coordinator.[4]
AFIC implores all com-

munities to engage with
this issue not as dis-
tant spectators, but as
humane responders to
a fellow human crisis.
Only with understand-
ing, empathy, and active
engagement can there be
any hope for a just reso-
lution. Australia has an
international obligation
to protect lives, human
rights and to prevent
genocide, and it must
have the courage to act.

Authorised:
Dr Rateb Jneid, President

AFIC Urges

Fairness in

Pro-Palestinian Protests

The Australian Federa-
tion of Islamic Councils
(AFIC) has called on the
NSW government to ex-
ercise fairness in its ap-
proach to pro-Palestinian
protesters today. Expand-
ing the powers to search
individuals without cause
at legally permitted gath-
erings can be perceived
as a provocative act and
undermines ftrust in the
government.

Many in the Muslim com-
munity, and indeed oth-
ers, feel inhibited in ex-
pressing their support
for Palestinians due to
the 16-year-long illegal
blockade and 15 years of
displacement. This is fur-
ther exacerbated by a per-
ceived governmental bias
in favour of Israel. The
implementation of these
expanded powers will be
viewed as an attempt to
intimidate and restrict the
right to protest and free-
dom of speech.

While other communities
have received assuranc-
es from both State and
Federal Governments re-
garding their safety and
protection, the Muslim
community has yet to see
the same level of concern.

Mosques, schools, and
other Muslim institutions
continue to experience

threats, hate calls, and
abuse.
AFIC consistently re-

ceives reports of threats
and hate crimes against
the Muslim community
and has made direct rep-
resentations to the gov-
ernment on these matters.
This ongoing situation
has led AFIC to issue two
notices this week, advis-
ing heightened vigilance
during all prayer ses-
sions, particularly Friday
prayers.

Dr. Rateb Jneid, President
of AFIC, stated, “If the ac-
tions of NSW Police are
heavy-handed today, it
will send a message that
it is acceptable to assault,
threaten, and harm Mus-
lims. Everyone must be
free to express their sup-
port for Palestinians.”
AFIC is aware that the
organisers have been in-
formed of the heightened
tensions and trusts that
they will act responsibly
during today’s gathering.

Authorised by
Dr Rateb Jneid,
President
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Peter Dutton walks away from major refer-
endum promise just days after Voice fails

Martin Ollman

Tasmania senator Jacqui Lambie fired up on the Today show.

The Opposition Leader
has sensationally walked
away from a major prom-
ise he made just last
month about his plans if
the Voice failed.

Peter Dutton has all but
abandoned a promise to
hold a second referen-
dum to constitutionally
recognise Indigenous
Australians.

The Opposition Leader
made the pledge Iast
month but it was quickly
called into question after
his Indigenous Austra-
lians spokeswoman, Ja-
cinta Nampijinpa Price,
failed to declare support
for the proposal.

Asked on Monday if he
would send Australians
back to the polls for a
second referendum if he
wins the next election,
he declined to endorse
the plan.

“All of our policy .. is go-
ing to be reviewed in the
process Kerrynne (Lid-
dle) and Jacinta (Price)
will lead now,” he told re-
porters in Canberra.

“I think that’s important,
but I think it’s clear that
the Australian public is
probably over the refer-
endum process for some
time.”

Nationals leader David
Littleproud said Austra-
lia should not rush to a
second referendum.

“I don’t think we need to
go through that trauma
anytime soon. | think the
focus that the Australian
people want us to be fo-
cused on is closing the
gap where it hasn’t been
closed,” he said.

Leading No campaigner
Warren Mundine said
he’d “love” a second
referendum on symbolic
constitutional
tion.

“But the issue we got,
and we all know this, is
that is the leadership of
the Aboriginal commu-
nity .. they don’t want it
and so that’s going to
be a problem,” he told
ABC'’s Radio National.
Pushed on whether it
would happen, Mr Mun-

recogni-

Peter Dutton all but walked away from his vow to hold a second referendum. Picture: NCA NewsWire |

dine responded: “I don’t
know, to be honest.
“What we got to do is do
something that the gov-
ernment failed to do, that
Albanese failed to do,
and that is get everyone
on-board for things to
happen.”

More than half of Aus-
tralia, including all six
states, resoundingly
voted against the pro-
posal to enshrine an In-
digenous advisory in the
Constitution.

The latest count showed
61 per cent of the nation
voted No and 39 per cent
cast a Yes ballot. The No
vote won out in 59 of the
18 seats held by Labor
MPs.

All but one of the seats
held by the Coalition
voted against the refer-
endum.

Mr Dutton labelled the re-
sult an “unprecedented
failure in campaigning”.
“I think that’s why there’s
a lot of angst within the
Labor Party at the mo-
mentabout why the Prime
Minister just doesn’t get
across the detail. When
he does make a decision,
it’s the wrong decision,”
he said.

Deputy Prime Minister
Richard Marles defended
the decision to go to a
referendum despite it be-
ing a hard sell for Austra-
lians.

But he insisted, despite
the setback, Prime Min-

ister Anthony Albanese
had the full support of
the Labor caucus.
Federal cabinet is ex-
pected to meet on Mon-
day to discuss the next
steps to address Indig-
enous disadvantage as
politicians return to Can-
berra.

On Sunday, the govern-
ment reaffirmed Labor’s
commitment to advance
reconciliation while pur-
suing -treaty and truth-
telling through a Ma-
karatta commission.

An audit for the billions
in Indigenous spending
and a royal commission
into child sexual abuse
in remote communities
are the two key demands
from the Coalition in the
referendum wash-up.
Environment Minister
Tanya Plibersek said the
government wanted to
let the “dust settle” in or-
der to think through the
next steps.

It comes as Indigenous
leaders who campaigned
for the Voice have asked
for a week of silence for
Australians to grieve and
reflect on the outcome of
the referendum.

But Tasmanian senator
Jacqui Lambie said In-
digenous communities
had waited long enough
for the Albanese govern-
ment to act.

“The Labor Party has put
Indigenous communities
out there on life support
. They’ve done nothing
for two years,” she told
Nine.

“I don’t know why you
can’t speak and chew
gum at the same time.
Some of us have been
standing there, telling
you the actions that
need to be done in these
Indigenous  communi-
ties, and you weren’t lis-
tening because you had
one focus, which was
to get the Voice up, and
you failed and we have
no plan B.”

Unemployment rate falls
to 3.6 per cent defying
fears of slowdown

The Ilatest unemploy-
ment figures paint a
picture of what the Re-
serve Bank might do
with interest rates next
week.

Australia’s jobless rate
has fallen to 3.6 per cent
in September, shrug-
ging off fears from the
Reserve Bank the jobs
market had reached a
“turning point” after its
punishing round of rate
rises.

The Australian Bureau
of Statistics reports the
country added 6700
jobs across the month,
below economists’ ex-
pectations of a 20,000
increase.

The participation rate,
which measures the pro-
portion of the working-
aged population who
are working or looking
for work, fell 0.3 points
fell 66.7 per cent.

The ABS calculates
about 20,000 people
moved from being un-
employed to not in the
labour force, pushing
the unemployment rate
lower.

While Australia’s
population surged by
563,200 in the year to
March, with more than
80 per cent of these
new migrants, workers
have found it still just
as easy to find a job, as
employment and popu-
lation growth have risen
together.

At the current pace
of population growth,
about 35,000 new jobs
need to be created ev-
ery month for the un-
employment and par-
ticipation rates to hold
steady.

“In trend terms, the

growth in employment
has gradually slowed,
however the employ-
ment-to-populationratio
and participation rates
are still close to their
recent record highs.
These still point to a
tight labour market,”
ABS head of labour sta-
tistics Kate Lamb said
on Thursday.

But while it’s good news
for job hunters, it could
be tough news for home
hunters.

The stronger set of
numbers will add pres-
sure on the RBA to raise
rates when its board
meets on November 1.
Concerns of “turning
point” in jobs market

In the minutes for its
most recent meeting,
Reserve Bank board
members noted that the
jobs market had reached
a “turning point” as the
supply of workers had
increased while demand
had moderated.
“Underemployment
had risen a little more
noticeably, as had the
youth and medium-term
unemployment rates,”
the minutes read.
“Hours-based  unem-
ployment and under-
employment rates had
both ticked up in recent
months from their lows
reached in late 2022.”
As a result of its ag-
gressive run of interest
rate increases, which
have risen by 4 per cent
since May last year, the
central bank expects
the economy will slow
pushing the unemploy-
ment rate to 3.9 per
cent by year’s end, and
to 4.5 per cent by mid-
2025.
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‘Not consumer-led’.

Fury

as 424

banks, 118 ATMs shut down

A radical shift away from
in-person banking and
ATM availability in Austra-
lia has sparked fears that
the end of cash is finally
upon us.

New data has seemingly
reaffirmed an influential
Australian cash advo-
cate’s fears the nation is
being “herded” into digital
banking against the will of
many.

The Australian Pruden-
tial Regulation Author-
ity (APRA) confirmed on
Wednesday that a sig-
nificant number of bank
branches have vanished in
the last year.

APRA’s latest findings,
covering the 12 months
leading up to June 2023,
show 424 bank branches
or 11 per cent of Austra-
lia’s overall branches, have
disappeared.

Perhaps even more dis-
concerting is that 122 of
these branches, seven per
cent of all branches, were
situated in regional and re-
mote areas, exacerbating
these communities’ bank-
ing access issues.

The data collected by
APRA also highlights a
rapidly declining trend in
the number of ATMs avail-
able to the public.

The past year witnessed
an 11 per cent reduction in
the number of ATMs, with
more than 700 cash ma-
chines removed.

Since 20117, Australia has
seen a staggering 60 per
cent decrease in opera-
tional ATMs, leaving fewer
than 6000 cash machines
across the country.

“This continues a trend
that has seen branch num-
bers decline by 34 per cent
in regional and remote ar-
eas, and 31 per cent over-
all, since the end of June
2017,” stated APRA in a
press release on Wednes-
day.

The concerns raised by
the Australian public have
prompted a Senate Com-
mittee Inquiry into bank
closures in regional Aus-

Many of the closures were in regional and remote areas.

tralia.

APRA has assured its
support for this ongoing
inquiry, stating, “APRA is
also closely following the
progress of the Senate in-
quiry into bank closures
in regional Australia and
will continue to support its
work.”

The Senate inquiry, initi-
ated in February, has ex-
plored the reasons behind
bank closures, attributing
them to evolving customer
behaviour and the broader
digitisation of the banking
industry.

Australian Banking As-
sociation Chief Execu-
tive Anna Bligh weighed
in, suggesting mandates
obliging banks to maintain
some regional branches
would divert crucial funds
away from cybersecurity
technology.

NAB Group CEO Ross Mc-
Ewan also defended the
closures during a recent
appearance before the
Senate Inquiry, stating,
“The decision to close a
branch is done with careful
consideration of how our
customers are visiting and
using the branch, the avail-
ability of alternative bank-
ing options, and our ability
to attract talented bankers
to serve our customers.”
He said only three per cent
of personal banking cus-
tomers exclusively con-
duct their banking through
a branch.

Similarly, Commonwealth
Bank said fewer custom-
ers frequent their branches
weekly and it is responding
to customer behaviour.
The release of the APRA
data comes as 129,000

concerned Australians
raised their voices, de-
manding via an online peti-
tion that access to banking
services will not continue
to dwindle.

Leading them is Jason
Bryce, who started Cash
Welcome Australia after
noticing a localised move
away from cash and the
problems caused during
the depths of the Covid-19
pandemic.

He argues it is “not some-
thing that’s consumer-
led”.

“They’re trying to herd us
away from something that
is essentially a publicly
owned piece of economic
infrastructure — the cash
that’s issued by the Re-
serve Bank of Australia,”
he told 2GB.

He said many Australians
lament the move towards
digital banking which, he
argued, charge fees and
collect personal informa-
tion.

“We all love to tap or use
our card; it’s convenient,
but everybody at some
time needs cash,” he said.
“Millions of Australians,
many of them vulnerable,
rely on cash every single
day.

“(They don’t have) a right
to herd us into a private
system and charge us
fees.”

Mr Bryce said trends on
social media platforms like
TikTok prove young people
are also realising the value
in cash.

He cited the viral “100-en-
velope challenge” saving
method, which 215 million
young people have adopt-
ed worldwide.

Supposedly, the cash-
based trend works by put-
ting money in an envelope
each day for 100 days.
Savers set aside a prede-
termined amount between
$1 and $100 in different
envelopes. In theory, more
than $5,000 will be squir-
relled away in just over
three months.

“Young people are discov-
ering cash - it’s not over,”
Mr Bryce said.

“It's easy to budget with
cash and easier to tuck
your money away.

“And, of course, we’ve all
been stuck when a system
goes down with our hands
in our pockets, and we
don’t have any money.”
Notes left by petition sup-
porters echoed the calls
from Mr Bryce.

“We should not be forced
to use electronic banking,
cash must be an option,”
one wrote.

“My freedom is important
to me. Nobody has the
right to access my wealth
but me, digital is unreli-
able,” another added.

“I still use cash and don’t
trust the electronic world. If
the power goes out, you’re
stuffed,” added another.

A study this year by the
RBA found that, over the
three years to 2022, Aus-
tralians halved their share
of cash payments by num-
ber, from 32 per cent to 16
per cent.

The study revealed certain
Australians could suffer
adverse impacts if cash
became hard to access
or if merchants stopped
accepting it as a mode of
payment.

Regardless of the frequen-
cy of their cash usage,
more than a quarter of the
respondents reported that
they would face “major in-
convenience” or “genuine
hardship” if they were un-
able to access or use cash
easily.

Overall, the study conclud-
ed that the decline in cash
use has accelerated in re-
cent years.

Anthony Albanese denies blaming ‘white
people’ for failure of Voice referendum

Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese’s office has
fired back at claims he
blamed “white people”
for the defeat of the Voice
referendum, sparking a
media storm.

Mr Albanese was asked
in Question Time on Mon-
day if he was still commit-
ted to “truth-telling and
treaty” after the Voice to

Parliament referendum
bloodbath.
During his response,

the PM appeared to say
he wanted to give Indig-
enous Australians time
to deal with the outcome,
“regardless of what white
people voted in this refer-
endum”.

The PM’s office strenu-
ously denied that’s what
he said, insisting he said
“regardless of the way
prople voted in this refer-
endum”.

Radio station 2GB was
quick to pounce on the
comments.

Ray Hadley told listeners
the PM had “misspoke”.
“He said ‘white’ wheth-
er subliminally he was
thinking about ‘white’,”
the shock jock said.
Hadley said he had two
missed calls from Mr
Albanese since he had
mentioned it on air, de-
spite the Prime Minister
“refusing” to appear on
his program for the last
18 months.

“I am not going to be an
apologist for him mis-
speaking but that is what
he said,” Hadley thun-
dered.

But the PM’s office told
radio host Ben Fordham
Mr Albanese had actually
not said “white people”.
“It sounded like he said,
‘regardless of what white
people voted’,” Mr Ford-
ham said on his show.
“But the PM’s Office has
been in touch and they
say he used the word
way’.

“I accept the PM’s ver-
sion of events. It’'s more
likely that he was trying
to say the way people

£,

voted, as opposed to
what it sounded like, how
white people voted.”
Hansard, the official re-
cord of what is said in
Parliament, backs Mr
Albanese’s version of
events.
Sky News host Paul Mur-
ray also heard “white
people” and was quick
to condemn Mr Albanese
for his take on the refer-
endum failure.
“The idea the result of
60/40 No is because white
people voted against it
is a complete blind spot
about what went wrong
on the weekend,” Mr Mur-
ray said.
News.com.au contacted
the Prime Minister’s of-
fice for clarification and
was told the Prime Minis-
ter did not use the word
white.
While every state and ter-
ritory apart from the ACT
rejected the proposed
Voice to parliament in
Saturday’s referendum,
Indigenous communities
resoundingly supported
it.
That support appears to
have fallen slightly short
of the 80 per cent pre-
dicted by the Yes cam-
paign in advertisements
before the vote, based on
polling by YouGov and
Ipsos.
Meanwhile, Mr Albanese
continued to be grilled on
the Voice failure in Ques-
tion Time on Wednesday,
with Opposition Leader
Peter Dutton asking him
to confirm if he person-
ally supports “Makarrata,
treat and truth-telling”.
“What we have cam-
paigned for, | said very
clearly, was to listen to
First Australians about
matters that affect them,”
Mr Albanese said.
“If those opposite think
that we should not listen
to Indigenous Austra-
lians about matters that
affect them at all, then
they should say so.
“Of course, we know that
is the case.”
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The Voice referendum live updates: Calls for Antho-
ny Albanese to resign over ‘damage he has done’

Australia has overwhelm-
ingly rejected the Voice,
with an estimated 60 per
cent of Australians voting
no with nearly three-quar-
ters of the vote counted on
Sunday morning.

Sky News host Andrew
Bolt joined the calls for Mr
Albanese to go over the
“poison” generated

“I just wonder now how he
can continue as Prime Min-
ister. He’s put us through
this nightmare and wasted
nearly $400 million of tax-
payers money, putting
Australians at each other’s
throats,” he said on Satur-
day night.

Growing calls for Albo to
resign

Several Liberal politicians
and conservative commen-
tators are calling for Antho-
ny Albanese to resign in the
wake of the referendum.
South Australia’s Opposi-
tion Leader David Speirs
said the Labor Party need-
ed to “make a call” on Al-
banese’s future today.
“Some people are say-
ing he should resign. He
should resign because the
damage he has done to our
country and to the very fab-
ric of what it means to be
Australian is, quite frankly,
heartbreaking,” Mr Spiers
said.

“The prime minister should
think about his future. |
don’t think he will resign
but there are international
precedents there.”

Sky News host Andrew
Bolt suggested the Prime
Minister “should go” for
subjecting Australia to the
“poison” of the referendum
during a fiery clash over
the fallout of the Yes wipe
out.

“I just wonder now how he
can continue as Prime Min-
ister. He’s put us through
this nightmare and wasted
nearly $400 million of tax-
payers money, putting
Australians at each other’s
throats. “And unfortunately
the poison from all this will
survive.”

In The Australian, colum-
nist Simon Benson wrote
the consequences for Al-
banese are “unknown”.
“Failure of the referendum
doesn’t necessarily go to

fatality of leadership,” Ben-
son wrote. “But the ques-
tion is whether there is a
residual effect that goes to
a broader issue of political
competence and judgment.
“Is what has been exposed
by the Voice reveal some-
thing endemic about how
Albanese deals with the big
issues?”

Speaking about the referen-
dum’s failure, ABC political
correspondent and host of
the program Insiders said
the fallout is unclear.

“The Prime Minister is dam-
aged by this, no question,
but for how long and where
we go to now on tackling
Indigenous disadvantage,
let alone any form of rec-
ognition in the Constitu-
tion remains very unclear,”
Speers said on ABC News
Breakfast.

While politics “back and
forth will continue”, Speers
said the country needs
healing.

“This has been particularly
painful for First Nations
people in particular.

“The path forward is un-
clear. The government
won‘t rush to say, ‘OK, here
is Plan B’ but they will have
to ultimately come up with
something to deal with the
issues that have been ex-
posed and debated over
the past six weeks, particu-
larly on closing the gap.”
No campaign wasn’t cel-
ebrating

Prominent No campaigner
Warren Mundine has ap-
peared on ABC News 24 to
speak about the defeat of
the Voice referendum.

last night was not a mo-
ment of celebration, the In-
digenous activist said, and
“it was a weird feeling”.
“It's not like your normal
campaign, an election cam-
paign,” he said.

“It is about the heart and
soul of this nation and how
we‘re going to be moving
forward. So, it was like a
calming effect | sat there
and | was very pleased
[with] the 12 months of
hard work we did, and it
was tough to do it, and the
Australian people rewarded
us for that.”

In terms of where Australia
goes from here, Mr Mun-

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese spoke at an emotional press confer-

ence. Picture: AAP

dine called for a period of
“accountability”.

“We‘ve been spending bil-
lions every year. What has
worked and what hasn’t?
[We should] do a surgical
approach to that about per-
formance. How do we per-
form better?

“There are programs that
have done good work.
There are other programs
that have gone backwards.
So, we‘ve got to really fo-
cus on how we are spend-
ing our money and getting
the outcomes we need.”
Racism ‘part of the story’
Speaking this morning
about the referendum’s
failure, Indigenous ABC
journalist and presenter
Dan Bourchier said racism
is “a relevant part of the
story”.

“It is not the whole story,”
Bourchier said.

“The vitriol has been com-
pletely shocking. There
have been things that
have been said to others
that have chilled me to the
core.

There have been things
that have been said about
myself that have been ut-
terly dehumanising, and
that is being seen, I think,
by those who are saying
it as the normal course of
how we have a national de-
bate.”

Indigenous ‘disunity’ a
factor

Journalist and broadcaster
Patricia Karvelas has of-
fered her thoughts on why
the Yes campaign failed
to convince Australians to
back the Voice.

Appearing on ABC News
24, the RN Breakfast host
said one of the major is-
sues was that two promi-
nent Indigenous Austra-
lians were heading up the
No campaign - Coalition

Senator Jacinta Nampijinpa
Price and conservative Ab-
original advocate Warren
Mundine.

“It became really confusing
for Australians,” Karvelas
said.

“What was able to be suc-
cessfully constructed by
the No campaign is the
sense of disunity and as
soon as you get disunity,
you get people going, ‘Oh,
what?’

“One of the biggest things |
heard from my text line and
from voters — | try to talk to
as many where |l go, to get a
sense of where people were
going — and number one
thing, what was constantly
raised with me from the left
to the right, to the people
who were largely not inter-
ested in left-right politics,
[was that] Aboriginal peo-
ple are against this too.

“As soon as that was a nar-
rative, that stuck, | think
this referendum was up
against it.”

‘This country has an issue
with racism’

Speaking on ABC News
24, Patricia Karvelas said

“we’ve got to be honest
with ourselves this morn-
ing” as a nation.

“I think this country has a
real issue around race, rac-
ism, and a lack of knowl-
edge on Indigenous Austra-
lians,” Karvelas said.

“I think we don‘t know In-
digenous Australia. Until
we do, until we have, those
relationships we will have
this issue where we find
reconciliation difficult.”
Gina Rinehart celebrates
Billionaire mining magnate
Gina Rinehart reportedly at-
tended an official No cam-
paign celebration in Bris-
bane on Sunday night
Guardian reporter Eden
Gillespie was covering the

function, but revealed in a
post on Instagram that me-
dia were barred from enter-
ing.

Instead, they filed sto-
ries from outside, where
Gillespie spotted Austra-
lia’s richest woman as she
left the party.

The world reacts

The referendum’s defeat is
making headlines around
the world, with the New
York Times describing it as
a moment “crushing Indig-
enous hopes”.

The newspaper noted the
Voice was broadly support-
ed by Aboriginal and Tor-
res Strait Islanders but that
“fears and hopes were both
overblown”.

In the BBC, it was noted
that the outcome will see
the prime minister “search-
ing for a way forward” and
described the coalition as
“resurgent” and “keen to
capitalise on its victory”.

The world’s media is re-
acting to the Voice refer-
endum outcome.

CNN noted that the Voice’s
promise of change for
Indigenous Australians
“couldn’t deliver”.

“With a two-letter word,
Australians struck down
the first attempt at constitu-
tional change in 24 years, a
move experts say will inflict
lasting damage on First Na-
tions people and suspend
any hopes of modernising
the nation’s founding docu-
ment,” the outlet reported.
‘Reconciliation is dead’
Indigenous activist Marcia
Langton has declared “rec-
onciliation is dead” in the
wake of the Voice referen-
dum’s failure.

The proud Yiman and Bi-
djara woman spoke to NITV
program The Point last
night and said the process
of reconciliation had been
“kicked down the road ..
[and] been an emollient for
what is basically political
contempt for us”

“It's very clear that recon-
ciliation is dead,” Ms Lang-
ton said.

“A majority of Austra-
lians have said no to an
invitation from Indigenous
Australia, with a minimal
proposition, to give us a
bare say in matters that af-
fect our lives, advice that
doesn‘t need to be taken
by the parliament.

“I think the No campaign-
ers have a lot to answer
for. In poisoning Australia
against this proposition
and against Indigenous
Australia.

“They say they‘re not cel-
ebrating, but let’s see how
they wheel themselves out
in the future.

“This has been a cynical
political exercise by the
Coalition ... They‘ll now be
pressing hard for policies
that cause us harm.”
Anthony Mundine unleash-
es

Indigenous former foot-
baller Anthony Mundine,
an outspoken opponent of
the Voice, has unleashed
in an extraordinary rant on
social media.

Mundine took to Instagram
to celebrate the defeat of
the referendum, which he
bizarrely claimed would
have “enslaved humanity”.
“m just disappointed
that a lot of people .. that |
thought that sold out, got
paid to push this yes cam-
paign that divided friends
and family,” Mundine said
in an Instagram story.

“l want Australia to walk
as one, white and black ..
no matter what you are.
But this was nothing about
that.”

Mundine, who was a world
champion boxer following
his NRL career, took aim
at the Yes campaign for at-
tempting to “use Aboriginal
people”.

“They spent millions .. they
can plan all they want, they
can try .. and rig it, whatev-
er .. this was meant to hap-
pen,” he said.

“A lot of people got found
out. It’s bad, man. A lot of
people sold out for mon-
ey and greed. | never go
against the truth. | am for
the human race.”

His reaction was one of
many from notable Aus-
tralians in the wake of the
referendum’s defeat.

Yes campaigners call for
week of silence

Indigenous leaders are call-
ing for a “Week of Silence”
in the wake of the No vote.
Yes campaigner Thomas
Mayo issued a lengthy
statement on Saturday
night, declaring he would
stop commenting on the
result to “grieve this out-
come and reflect on its
meaning and significance”.
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