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Press Release

NEWS
D DAKKAN AFIC Calls Aus. Government to

Meet International Obligations
INS}"RAN&C&E BROKERS and Prevent Genocide

H ’
° °
BUSI"GSS |nsu rance Workers Comp Australian Federation of Islamic Councils (AFIC) stands firmly behind the
° Trqde |nsurance ° |nsurance chkqges statements of the Secretary General of the United Nations, Antonio Guterres.

The Secretary General expressed deep concern about the clear violations of
International Law in the recent conflict in Gaza, and renewed calls for a ceasefire

Wednesday 25th October, 2023

@L\Aﬂ“ Q.\.-RLI HLQA.‘\.J‘QJ * and for all hostages to be released.
QL‘_‘sﬁ * h‘)bﬁ." JL&G}LQ ‘It is important to also recognise the attacks by Hamas did not happen
* o in a vacuum. The Palestinian people have been subjected to 56 years
J' q .I l of suffocating occupation,” Guterres said.
. o oo af® . * ‘The collective punishment of the Palestinian People cannot be justified’, said Dr
‘-‘w WL' HL‘!‘."&" Rateb Jneid, President of AFIC.
Q-\S.hﬂ-" J)ulﬁ HJM' AFIC renews its call for the Australian Government, and all world leaders, to meet
. . - - - x their international obligations to protect human rights and prevent genocide. ‘the
i—iLlA-.\.J 9= R aalSin e ) Government needs to urgently demand a ceasefire and be prepared to support
. international observers and peacekeepers, if needed. The 16-year siege of Gaza
Wm| cannot be allowed to remain in place.” Continued Dr Jneid.
cwnlt o S Ty ¥ Israeli calls for the UN Secretary General to step down demonstrate that Israel is not
b ol -RvS (7 ¥ ary ¢ {0 step down demo :
UM e &‘ dﬁ prepared to engage or commit to international law and is willing to violate them at
TR .8 AT PN will. They need to realise that the world will not stay silent whilst they ethnically
Q""U'u “""‘“xb dﬁdﬁ§'| MU; cleanse northern Gaza.

o . I3 . . S ¥
P d Al uﬁ Chadutuld Y o () )"S | Israel must allow unfettered access to emergency humanitarian aid, including water,
| " medicine, food and fuel.

Al 9 03939 A * dadlond

This is against the backdrop of over 600 killed overnight in Gaza and the death toll

. reaching 5,000. We express our concern that Israel continues to attack neighbours
1 I 1 65 Watl Ie Street Mt LeW|S in the region, such as South Lebanon and Syria, in what could be seen as an

attempt to escalate the conflict, all the while positioning itself as the victim.

(0 2) 9 7 0 7 3 0 7 7 This matter needs to resolve by law and not war.

Authorised:
SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE SHOUSE
Dr Rateb Jneid
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ted i <> President of AFIC
united insurance group
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Australia Post promises inves-
tigation after workers filmed
throwing parcels into a van

The video has been watched
more than 406,000 times on
TikTok.

Australia Post has prom-
ised an investigation and
apologised to custom-
ers after workers were
caught on camera doing
the shocking act.

A video has emerged
showing group of Austra-
lia Post workers throwing
parcels into a van at a
Sydney distribution cen-
tre.

The footage, which was
uploaded to TikTok,
showed a group of four
men wearing uniforms
with the Australia Post
logo loading a van with
parcels.

The workers were seen
haphazardly throwing the
satchels and boxes into
the mostly-loaded ve-
hicle.

The man filming the vid-
eo can be heard saying:
“The way Aus Post treats
people’s packages. Just
throwing them around,
like no one gives a s*t.
Look at them .. What a
joke.”

The video has been
watched  more  than
406,000 times on TikTok.
Since the social media
post went viral, a spokes-
woman for Australia Post
apologised on behalf of
the workers in the video
and said their actions
were unacceptable.

“The vast majority of our
network takes pride in
their job delivering for all
Australians, and it’s dis-
appointing to see it’s not
the case here,” she said.

“These actions are not in
line with the service stan-
dards we expect of our

An Australia Post spokeswoman
apologised on behalf of the work-
ers. Picture: TikTok

people.
“We sincerely apologise
and are investigating

the matter as a priority.
Australia Post regularly
reminds team members
about correct handling
procedures.”

Despite Christmas being
two months away, Aus-
tralia Post have already

flagged last sending
dates ahead of the sea-
sonal rush.

For deliveries within Aus-
tralia, senders will need
to ensure parcels are sent
by December 18 (Parcel
Post), or December 21
(Express Post),
International deliveries
will need to be posted
by November 16 to 29
(Economy Air) or Novem-
ber 23 to December 1 (In-
ternational Standard), de-
pending on the location.
Shoppers opting for In-
ternational Express how-
ever, will have a deadline
between November 30 to
December 13 to post their
parcels.

“We know these Ilast-
sending dates are very
important for custom-
ers to help ensure cards
and gifts make it in time
to loved ones near and
far,” Australia Post par-
cel, post and eCommerce
services executive gen-
eral manager Gary Starr
said.

“Of course, if items are
sent after the recom-
mended  dates, they
will still be delivered as
quickly as possible, but
they may not arrive until
after Christmas.”

‘Taking the p*s’. Passengers rage as Qantas flight prices set to soar

The national airline has
left customers angry and
bewildered, in yet another
blow to the start of new
CEO Vanessa Hudson’s
tenure.

Qantas flight prices are
set to soar as the national
airline passes on rising
costs to its customers.
Ticket prices on domestic
and international Qantas
flights will jump by 3.5
per cent from October 21,
piling more pressure on
cash strapped Aussies.
The national airline said
the increase prices were
being implemented as it
struggles to absorb the
rising cost of fuel, but the
move has left customers
furious.

“It just seems like they’re
taking the p*s,” one irri-
tated woman told 9 News.
Jetstar flights will also be
3 per cent more expensive
from next week.

The increase could make
it harder for families to get
together over Christmas
with the holiday season
just around the corner.
Late last month, the air-
line foreshadowed the
change, noting in an ASX
announcement fuel prices
had “increased by around
30 per cent since May
2023, including a 10 per
cent spike since August”.
Qantas defended its deci-
sion, blaming a variety of
factors such as ongoing
conflict in the Middle East
and a weak Australian dol-
lar.

“As flagged last month,
sustained increases in fuel
prices are placing upward
pressure on fares,” Qan-
tas said in the statement.
“The Qantas Group has
absorbed recent fuel cost
increases but, given cur-
rent tensions in the Mid-
dle East and broader eco-
nomic factors including a
weaker Australian dollar,
the price of fuel is expect-
ed to remain elevated for
some time.”

A spokesperson con-
firmed there would be an
average fare increase of
3.5 per cent for Qantas

and 3 per cent for Jetstar
to recover “some of this
higher cost going forward
while continuing to ab-
sorb the remainder”.
“Similarly, Jetstar
increase its fares by an
average of 3 per cent. Ac-
tual increases will vary by
route and cabin.”

The changes will only ap-
ply from bookings made
from 271 October 2023,
meaning customers can
book ahead of this in-
crease and not be im-
pacted by it, the airline
confirmed.

Qantas, which owns Jet-
star, recorded an eye-
watering record pre-tax
profit of $2.47 billion in
the last financial year.
News of a price hike is
likely to pile more pres-
sure on the beleaguered
airline as it grapples with
a public relations crisis.
Ex-boss Alan Joyce quit

will

as CEOin Septemberamid
multiple scandals, includ-
ing allegations Qantas
continued to sell tickets
for cancelled flights.
Joyce has avoided front-
ing a Senate inquiry into
aviation after a Coalition
bid to extend the inquiry
failed this week.

The Australian Com-
petition and Consumer
Commission (ACCC)
will resume monitoring
domestic air passenger
services to help ensure
Australians see the ben-
efits of a competitive air-
line sector, the federal
government announced
recently.

“We want a safe, sustain-
able and efficient aviation
sector that provides a
high standard of service,
good prices and better
consumer protections for
Australians,” a joint state-
ment from Treasurer Jim

Chalmers and Transport
Minister Catherine King
read.

“A competitive airline in-
dustry helps to put down-
ward pressure on prices
and deliver more choice
for Australians facing
cost-of-living pressures.”
Qantas chairman Richard
Goyder also recently an-
nounced he would be re-
tiring from the position in
2024.

Goyder’s long goodbye
was slammed by Trans-
port Workers Union boss-
es furious with Qantas af-
ter the High Court upheld
a federal court ruling the
airline had illegally out-
sourced more than 1700
jobs during the pandem-
ic.

The latest price hike is yet
another headache for new
CEO Vanessa Hudson as
she endures a torrid start
to her role.

Press Release

AFIC Welcomes Australia's Aid

to Gaza but Deplores UN's
Failure to Call for Ceasefire

Thursday 26th October, 2023

AFIC.

Authorised:

Dr Rateb Jneid
President of AFIC

Australian Federation of Islamic Councils

The Australian Federation of Islamic Councils (AFIC) commends the Australian
Government's announcement of an additional $15 million in aid for Gaza. This
funding, disbursed through UN agencies and trusted partners, will address
urgent humanitarian needs. We trust that the Australian Government will
continue to monitor the situation and provide further aid as necessary.

However, AFIC is deeply dismayed by the United Nations Security Council's
decision to block an immediate ceasefire in Gaza. The use of veto powers to
play politics with human lives is unconscionable. "This flagrant disregard for
shared human values is incomprehensible," said Dr. Rateb Jneid, President of

Today's media release from Oxfam reports that only 2% of Gaza's residents
have received aid, raising the alarming possibility that starvation is being
weaponised against civilians. AFIC fears that this may be a potential
demonstration of collective punishment against the Palestinian people.

While we acknowledge that the Australian Government has joined the
international call for a temporary halt in hostilities to allow humanitarian aid into
Gaza, we assert that this measure is insufficient. Innocent lives continue to be
lost with each passing moment.

AFIC reiterates its call for the Australian Government to leverage its influence
in sending international observers to Gaza and deploying peacekeepers if
required, as it has in previous conflicts.

aficcomau | info@afic.com.au | (02) 9319 6733
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Australia to deploy additional ADF per-
sonnel and aircraft to the Middle-East

Defence minister Richard Marles said the additional army troops will not be based in Israel. Picture: Martin Oll-
man/NCA NewsWire.

P -

About 1,200 Australians have been assisted in leaving Israel since the

conflict began. Picture: Saeed Khanl/AFP.

More Australian troops
will be sent to the Middle
East to help evacuate
Australians from the con-
flict zone.

The government will de-
ploy more Australian mili-
tary forces to the Middle
East in response to the
deepening war crisis in
Gaza.

Acting Prime Minister
Richard Marles announced
on Wednesday two addi-
tional RAAF planes and a
small detachment of army
personnel has been flown
to the region as a precau-
tionary measure.

“We’re not saying we’re
in the Middle East for op-
erational reasons, but we
are putting that in place,
really, as a contingency to
support Australian popu-
lations,” Mr Marles said on
the Today show.

“Bearing in mind that this
is a very volatile situation
and we just don’t abso-
lutely know which way it
goes from here.”

Mr Marles did not confirm
specific details but said
a “significant number” of
additional defence force
personnel has been sent

to an undisclosed loca-
tion.

He said two extra Roy-
al Australian Air Force
planes, a C-11 aircraft and
a KC 30 tanker refueler,
have been sent to help
evacuate civilians stuck in
the region.

This coomes after four
Australians were rescued
after crossing the Palestin-
ian border from the West
Bank into Jordan over-
night. About 19 Australian
citizens are now awaiting
rescue from Gaza, accord-
ing to the deputy PM.

“I think the message | re-
ally want to give today is
that if you are in the area
in a place like Lebanon,
for example, and you are
looking and want to leave,
you should be taking all
the options that are avail-
able to you now,” Mr Mar-
les said.

“The people we’re really
concerned about are those
in Gaza, where it’s a much,
much more difficult situa-
tion. We’re urging those
people to move south.”
“We’re working with the
international community
to try and establish that

humanitarian corridor that
we‘ve seen operating in
terms of getting humani-
tarian goods in to Gaza
through the Rafah border
crossing from Egypt.”
More than 100 Palestin-
ians were killed in over-
night Israeli air raids on
Gaza on Tuesday, accord-
ing Palestine’s Health Min-
istry.

United Nations Under-
Secretary-General for Hu-
manitarian Affairs Martin
Griffiths made a plea for
additional aid for civilians
trapped in the area over-
night, posting on social
media that supplies were
“barely making a dent.”
This comes as Israel’s
military continues to sig-
nal a ground invasion of
the Gaza Strip after Hamas
fighters killed at least
1,400 people in a surprise
attack on southern Israel
on October 1.

Mr Marles, who is acting
on behalf of Prime Min-
ister Anthony Albanese
while he visits the US, af-
firmed Australia’s stance
of supporting Israel’s right
to defend itself.

“We do respect and ac-
knowledge that Israel has
a right to defend itself and
to move against Hamas.
We’ve been making that
clear from the very begin-
ning,” he said.

“Obviously, in doing that,
we urge Israel to adhere
to the rules of war [..] and
make the protection of ci-
vilian life front and centre
in all that they do.”

Philip Lowe earned more than $1m as he
ramped up the cash rate

Philip Lowe stepped down
as Reserve Bank of Aus-
tralia governor after seven
years in September.

The RBA’s 2023 annual re-
port shows his salary for
2022-23 hit $1,147,465 — a
10.5 per cent bump from
the $1,0317,709 he earned in
2021-22.

Mr Lowe’s mammoth sal-
ary included a $974,602
base with a $123,054 super
contribution and a further
$9210 in other benefits and
$40,599 for long service
leave.

The salary of the RBA gov-
ernor is determined by the
RBA remuneration commit-
tee, which consists of three
non-executive members
who make recommenda-
tions on pay for the approval
of the Reserve Bank Board.

Mr Lowe’s replacement Mi-
chele Bullock, who took
over in September, has
also netted an impressive
$100,000 bump in pay for
the year, taking home a total
of $838,313.

In 2021-22, she was paid a
total of$738,738 —$533,925
while Assistant Gover-
nor, Financial System and
$205,369 after she was pro-
moted to deputy governor
later that year.

Mr Lowe as governor was
the public face for the RBA
board as it raised the cash
rate from 0.1 per cent in
April 2022 to 4.1 per cent in
June 2023 to contain rising
inflation.

The RBA cash rate serves
as a benchmark for inter-
est rates in the economy,
with banks generally quick
to raise mortgage rates as
a result

Controversially, Mr Lowe
stated in late 2021 he did
not expect the RBA to raise
rates from their record low
until 2024.

The bank has held interest
rates steady since June,
but a strong job market and
growing tensions in the
Middle East could push the
bank to hike rates again in
November.

The bank’s executives all
received handsome sala-
ries for their stewardship of

Australia’s central bank.
Michelle McPhee re-
ceived $107,958, Susan
Woods $6871,314, Luci Ellis
$660,332, Christopher Kent
$7113,315 and Brad Jones
$608,269.

The bank had 159 “highly
paid staff” on its books
across the year, or those
earning between $240,000
and $345,000 a year.

Employment arrangements
that apply to bank employ-
ees vary according to their
occupation and level of se-
niority,” the RBA states in
its report.

“Executive and managerial
employees are engaged un-
der Individual Employment
Agreements. Non-manageri-
al employees are covered by
a Workplace Agreement.”

Anthony Albanese announces
$5bn Microsoft deal to bolster de-
fence against cybercrime

Anthony Albanese has
announced a $5bn deal
with tech giant Microsoft
to ramp up Australia’s
battle against cybercrime
and upskill up to 30,000
workers.

The Prime Minister un-
veiled the mega deal in
Washington DC on Tues-
day, pitching it as “a ma-
jor investment” to help
Australia strengthen its
position as a world-lead-
ing economy.

“We are confronting an
ever-changing world, and
countries will either move
forward and seize the op-
portunities to create the
jobs of the future,” he
said.

“To expand in terms of
our economic growth, to
take advantage of where
we are in the world in the
fastest growing region in
the world in human his-
tory just to our north or
countries will go past us.

“This investment will help
make sure that doesn’t
happen.”

Under the deal, Microsoft
will invest $5bn over two
years to expand its artifi-
cial intelligence and cloud
computing operations in
Australia and open up to
29 data centres in Syd-
ney, Canberra and Mel
bourne.

Australia’s online spy
agency will also join Mi-
crosoft to build a “cy-
ber shield” to protect
networks from security
threats.

Mr Albanese said there

were “three great threats
for why we need to be-
come more resilient” in
Australia that called for a
greater investment in de-
veloping technologies.

He warned a potential
cyber attack could have
enormous impact on the
economy and alluded to
the developing conflict in
the Middle East.

“We live in a world where,
unfortunately, we’re see-
ing conflict take place in
a number of destinations
around the world and our
own region is not immune
from risk,” he said.

“This investment, getting
ahead, will make an enor-
mous difference.”

Mr Albanese arrived in the
US for an official visit at
the invitation of US Presi-
dent Joe Biden that he
said came “at a turbulent
time for the world”.

Mr Albanese touched
down in Washington DC
late on Sunday night local
time and was met by Aus-
tralia’s ambassador to the
US, former prime minister
Kevin Rudd.

It will be the ninth in-per-
son meeting between Mr
Albanese and Mr Biden
since last year’s Austra-
lian election and follows
the President’s last min-
ute withdrawal from a
Quad meeting in Sydney
earlier this year.”

“The relationship between
Australia and the United
States is so important,”
Mr Albanese told report-
ers on arrival.
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‘Trust but verify’. Biden warns Albanese
on risks of dealing with China

United States President Joe
Biden has warned Australia
about the risks of dealing
with China and vowed to
press ahead with the AU-
KUS pact on nuclear-pow-
ered submarines, in a press
conference with Prime Min-
ister Anthony Albanese that
emphasised America’s com-
mitment to stability in Asia.

Biden said his administra-
tion would take on China
and present the US as a
more reliable partner in the
region, but he made it clear
that this “extreme competi-
tion” did not mean he want-
ed conflict.

The president made the re-
marks while standing with
Albanese at a press con-
ference in the rose garden
of the White House after a
ceremonial welcome and a
meeting in the Oval Office
to project the strength of
the Australian alliance with
the US.

With Albanese due to visit
Beijing within a fortnight
to hold talks with Chinese
President Xi Jinping, the
comments in Washington
sent the message that Aus-
tralia could trust the US
more than China.

“Trust but verify is the
phrase,” Biden said when
asked if Australia could
trust China.

Biden emphasised US plans
to heighten strategic compe-
tition with China and take on
big Chinese spending plans
like the Belt and Road Initia-
tive, which finances major
infrastructure projects but
has left some countries with
big debts to Chinese lend-
ers.

“His Belt and Road Initia-
tive, well, we’re going to
compete on that, and we’re
doing it a different way,”
Biden said.

“The Belt and Road Initiative
has been a debt in a noose
for most of the people who
have signed on. We are
working with our G1 part-
ners to provide infrastruc-
ture for the nations that he’s
trying to deal with.”

Biden also used an earlier
meeting to send a public
message to Xi that the US
is committed to its role in
peace and stability in the
Pacific as part of its alliance

US President Joe Biden has warned Australia about getting too close to China.Credit: Alex Ellinghausen

with Australia.

Biden used a meeting with
Albanese in the Oval Office
to recount a conversation
with Xi in which the Chinese
leader asked why the US
was so engaged with Aus-
tralia.

Biden’s remark, made in the
Oval Office as he sat with
Albanese in front of Ameri-
can and Australian media,
sent a clear signal about the
US commitment to the Indo
Pacific.

Biden sat for talks with Al-
banese in the Oval Office
and revealed a question he
had been asked by Chinese
President Xi Jinping about
Australia several years ago.
“I was asked by Xi Jinping
a couple of years ago why
| was working so hard with
your country,” Biden said.
He added that his reply to
the Chinese leader was,
“We’re a Pacific nation, the
United States. We are, and
we’re going to stay that
way.”

On the AUKUS pact, Biden
said he believed the Con-
gress would back the agree-
ment on nuclear-powered
submarines given Australia
was making a significant
investment to build the new
vessels.

A key barrier to the pact is
a delay in Congress to pass
changes to defence laws to
allow the US to share nucle-
ar propulsion technology
with Australia.

Asked if he could give a
personal guarantee that AU-
KUS would be in place by
the end of this presidential
term, so it could be “future-
proofed” from changes
in other administrations,
Biden responded: “Do you
know anyone in elected of-

fice who can give a personal
guarantee what happens? ”

He added: “I'm going to
try and | believe it will get
done.”

The comments came after
Albanese was welcomed to
the White House with a 21-
gun salute, an honour guard
and two marching bands,
while guests watched on the
south lawn of the presiden-
tial residence.

Invited to the White House
south lawn to watch the cer-
emonial welcome for Alba-
nese and his partner, Jodie
Haydon, were Australian
Industry Group chief Innes
Willox, ACTU president Mi-
chele O’Neil, NRL boss Pe-
ter V’landys, ACCI chief An-
drew McKellar, Australian
of the Year Taryn Brumfitt,
Business Council of Aus-
tralia chief Bran Black, New
York consul-general Heath-

er Ridout and University of
Canberra chancellor Tom
Calma.

They were joined by Re-
sources Minister Madeleine
King, ambassador Kevin
Rudd and wife Therese, and
members of the Prime Min-
ister’s delegation including
chief of staff Tim Gartrell
and foreign policy advisor
Kathy Klugman.

Biden introduced Albanese
to members of the official
party including Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris, Climate
Change Envoy John Kerry
and Secretary of State Ant-
ony Blinken.

The two leaders inspected
the honour guard and then
delivered their speeches to
the crowd gathered on the
south lawn, with the White
House estimating the wel-
come was walched by 3982
guests.

Senators clash with Centrelink boss-
es over skyrocketing wait-times

Services Australia offi-
cials were grilled during a
Senate Estimates hearing
on Wednesday as shock-
ing wait times for Cen-
trelink customers were
revealed.

Senators have been left
“astounded” after top of-
ficials from Australia’s
largest government agen-
cy failed to explain how
wait times for Centrelink
had gotten worse - de-
spite the number of calls
to the agency falling.
Services Australia, which
oversees Centrelink, has
come under heavy scru-
tiny due to increased
reports of longer call
wait-times and process-

ing delays despite a re-
duction in the humber of
calls made to the agency
in2023.

Agency heads fronted
a Senate hearing on
Wednesday where they
were confronted with
what Greens Senator Ja-
net Rice called an “ex-
traordinary” failure to
improve unbearable wait
times.

The committee heard only
about 60 per cent of calls
to the agency are current-
ly being answered within
15 minutes, with about
9 million calls made per
year directed to a non-hu-
man “congestion” voice-
mail message.

FUNDING TO PROTECT RELI-
GIOUS INSTITUTIONS DELAYED
BY MINNS LABOR GOVERNMENT

It has been revealed the
Minns Labor Government
has short-changed mul-
ticultural  communities,
with one of its signature
election commitments not
finalised or fully funded in
the 2023-24 Budget
During the first day of
Budget Estimates, Min-
ister for Multiculturalism
Steve Kamper stated $15
million was allocated in
the budget for faith organ-
isations to improve safety
and security at religious
institutions as noted in
the Budget Papers.

This statement however,
was immediately correct-
ed by Multicultural NSW
CEO Joseph La Posta,
who advised that there
was in fact only $3 mil-
lion in budget, with the
remaining funding to be
allocated over the follow-
ing three years.
Additionally, in response
to questions around the
scope of buildings eligible
under the program, Mr La
Posta claimed the Gov-
ernment was still working
through the guidelines,
despite the Budget Papers
explicitly stating the pro-
gram would cover “places
of worship, schools, com-
munity centres, and build-
ings”.

Shadow Minister for Mul-
ticulturalism Mark Coure
said Minister Kamper is

not across his portfolio at
a time where our multicul-
tural and multifaith com-
munities needed strong
leadership in the face of
community tensions.
“This is a Minister that
doesn’t know his own
budget and what it means
for our multicultural com-
munities. At a time when
there are heightened
community tensions, this
funding is essential to
keep our places of wor-
ship, religious facilities,
schools, and buildings
safe.” Mr Coure said.
“Organisations have pa-
tiently waited for more de-
tails about this important
program, and are now just
finding out that the guide-
lines are undetermined,
and only $3 million of the
$15 million promised will
available this financial
year,”

“I call on Minister Kamper
to urgently work with the
NSW Treasurer and al-
locate more money from
this fund to be provided
within the 2023-24 finan-
cial year, ensuring that
religious and faith organi-
sations do not need to
shoulder additional costs
in order to worship in
safety.”

MEDIA: Jayden Tran [04T13
515 805 | Jayden.tran@
parliament nsw.gov.au

Courtrules Carnival Australia should
have cancelled Ruby Princess cruise
at centre of Covid outbreak

The Ruby Princess cruise
ship linked to 100 Covid
infections and 28 deaths
at the start of the pan-
demic should never have
sailed, a court has ruled.

A court has ruled that
the cruise ship company
at the centre of a major
Covid outbreak should
have cancelled the Ruby
Princess trip that led to 28
deaths.

The Ruby Princess out-
break resulted in almost
100 passengers becoming
infected with the virus.

A judgment handed down
in the Federal Court on

Wednesday found Carni-
val Australia negligent in
allowing the ship to set
sail on March 8, 2020.
“There are a number of
considerations that have
led me to conclude that
cancellation of the cruise
would not have been so
burdensome that a rea-
sonable person in the
respondents’ position
would not have cancelled
the cruise,” Justice Angus
Stewart said in his sum-
mary on Wednesday.
Retired nurse  Susan
Karpik was the lead appli-
cant in the class action..
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Jelly Drink Duru fine bulgur Milkio Cow Ghee
6pk 2 for $5.99 1Kg 2 for $5.99 1.6L $29,99

Milkio Cow Ghee Milkio Cow Ghee
400ml $9.99 800ml $19.99

TOffIX Peanut Roasted Facial Tissues
3249 2 for $6.99 7009 2 For $12.99 6pkt 2 for $8.99
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