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Jelly Drink Duru fine bulgur Milkio Cow Ghee Milkio Cow Ghee Milkio Cow Ghee
6pk 2 for $5.99 1Kg 2 for $5.99 1.6L $29,99 400ml $9.99 800ml $19.99

ﬁ m§100gF ] [

HRErTy

 Rodsted
Ewpl(znt =

N

‘f!'l'lw'llfr_h””

Roasted Eggplant V Drink Facial Tissues
2.5Kg ($9.99 Each) 2 for $17.99 24 Cans For $39.99 6pkt 2 for $8.99

T @ €<

416 Hume Highway, Yagoona, NSW 2199, Ph: 8102 5252 :cdb £ I 151 Waterloo Rd, Greenacre, NSW 2190, :Jol &
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D DAKKAN

INSURANCE BROKERS

* Business Insurance * Workers’ Comp
* Trade Insurance ¢ Insurance Packages

2 sl Singgu * il JlacHly el oyl s *

il 3l ol Sl o Sl *

vl Cilaud g (o dlalSia &)y *

O il ¥ Aol el il s ks e ol *

iy yuug 5939 dadr * | A b diaw YO yis1 *
Wanted for Work

Busy Insurance office for 22 Years:
-Office Insurance Work

-Part-Time availability

-Experience is esential

-School hours available

/| 165 Watlle Street Mt Lewis
(02)9707 3077

SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

united insurance group

Steastayy®

<§»
Steadfast

e

=N f“l‘ \

*MOUNT LEWIS®)

sl L
el 9 =t gl dgandd,

ZLI Y| Al ile gusr

*MOUNT LEWIS
> &
o“'«c I wet

SPECIALS

[AMB CHOPS $11.00/K6
LAMB SHOULDER ON BONE $8.50/K6
WHOLE LAMBS $8.00/K6
LEGS OF LAMB ON BONE $9.00/K6
MINCE 512.00/K6 OR 5KG FOR 545
LAMB SHANKS $9.00/K6
[AMB NECKS ON BONE $8.00/K6
KAFTA $12.00/K6
DICED LAMB SHOULDER $22.00/K6
LOIN CHOPS $13.00/K6
EVE FILLET STEAKS - $35.00/KG OR 2K6 560
GRASS FED SCOTCH FILLET 530.00/K6 OR 2K 550
PREMIUM LEAN KAFTA - $16.00/K6 OR 2K6 530
WAGYU SCOTCH FILLET MBS5+ - 580.00K6 i == :
LAMB BACK STRAPS - $24.00/KG OR 2KG 542 “14 o LR
[AMB TENDERLOIN FILLETS - 522.00/K6 OR 2KG 540 JJ'-‘-‘-U HM‘ d'.‘.'*‘ﬁ" A9

LAMB CUTLETS - $30.00/K6 OR 2K6 $55 LS Hla i gl |9 @slladlg

PREMIUM BEEF MINCE - $16/K6 OR 2K6 $30 L N
WHOLE EVE FILLET $27.00/K6 4 | o il i e
LAMB NECKS $26.00/K6 el uay 0¥ Jl o Llua V I
o Plua Vol (e |
CALL NOW FOR ALL ORDERS! C A el e
169 Wattle Street Mount Lewis, NSW Jeladl day ¥ I

2190 Z U w e
(02) 9644 7195 PAVIEV AW TII SRS g
mountlewisqualitymeats@gmail.com ‘“'_‘3"| anls iu-l‘gh

\ a’..:( c "I,'.:. - .I_.-'- . =

—

Lo Lot g il C3hmald 191991 ol oy 36 B a9 febonald (il (30 gl (3450 gt
e g Suemt | agllig pglllg dSIgatlg Hlait| Odxe g mallal!
.Byallg dlemtly Sagett ADIAY ylat) alad g § g | Aubed Rutd
Bl | (ot B el 19 Pl JI | B0l

0418690009 : 331 91 0401440011 : Jagh 1m JhaiW

45 Bryant St, Padstow, NSW 2211 - P O Box, 302, Padstow NSW 2211,

Ph: 02 9792 5988, Fax: 02 9792 5944, E: alan@stareast.com.au, Web: www.stareast.com.au
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www.spiritualtherapist.com.au 0400449000

(0 SI¥ a0l e gl

alaa.alawadi@gmail.com

Salgal! Hhs @I’jﬂ‘ LY
Spiritual Therapist
- ot ¥ | s - Lglaiinlg c[gﬁﬂ g.v-rety]
o 23 - dsdalg dwilorg y il sl
resslaliad | @ gdidly 23he - g
Tel: 0400 449 000 aSlig dwilrg ) Ciluaer Sus guas *

web:www.alawadispiritualtherapice.com.au
Email: alaa.alawadi@gmail.com

*Verticals *Venetians
*Hollands *Rollers 9743 8897

v e 8/364 Park Rd, Regents
Aot § i Park NSW 2143

Free measure and quote

= fort
=== Blindsr gInl ¥ Sl sl
‘free measure and auote | :“3)” "Iﬁ bhd'

B eSSUoky || (f B RIRGI o
lobaaasil o sagd
el e
97880313

DAV ADS(3ABERUI

spalll (Sl g
spoid] yiguaiy bl5bgdgd
1 oy s o ghaal
0414552715

2 ke | 331 gl
Magic Driving School
Joan! Sucludf Jods (il

d3ludll day ols ?
T Jalallf B g dalal) b ik
o 55 _ dalia sl - gl

0419979499 - Juaise

J

BBQ JI ¢lsdl aser asiualy poid

s ealaad| e Silrbadly (Jalidl) 124 Highland Ave
etllal Yagoona NSW 2199

codlolall A Gaua ..aligha 30> || Ph: 9793 8333 Mob: 0414 600 042 |

3” Mi / N\
il i s iy TAILORING
0430 207 042

DTADDHSAS

Slomaal) U g2l ) 3

Slomably Ul by gl

Al sl Ol e Olalle ol
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juck ELECTRICAL
swil] o (Sl WS
byl il

) ks gl

0414 983 606

=

17 Marsh Street

Granville NSW 2142 E elhamasmashrepairs@yahoo.com.au

aluer Jlesl e aSilrlo amad Joadl b 5 g. . dbelall B ke .. Buugya lau

= a3l el 31839
0412952507 :aud9
0424778667 :pbas

il el
T oyes
—ladd| Jolo
Baly ey Sy
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ukth e ¥l i
alla Cuwzg osl

ADNAN
0412 952 507 0424 778 667

Ph 8626 7793

Eladl  ag2l el
dadlally dalod| >(92¥

(ki A g -\?;ﬂ) Al " el

Ph 7620 == Fe l6'58
267 Church St, Paametia
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South Australia faces new ANZ reveals
Covid spike as warnings of
new waves every

3-6 months

Health Minister Chris Picton says people sick with Covid should stay home

to avid putting others at risk. Picture:

Another brutal Covid bomb
is exploding across one
Australian state just as the
festive season kicks off.
South Australia recorded
2493 cases on Friday, a
50 per cent jump from the
1691 cases it logged just
one week earlier.

In the final week of August,
the state had 546 cases.
Hospitalisations are
steady, with an average of
30 people a week admitted
with Covid, but health of-
ficials expect the number
to rise.

The docking of cruise liner
Princess Cruise at Port
Adelaide on Monday could
also add to the state’s es-
calating numbers after an
outbreak of Covid on board
during the ship’s previous
trip.

“As a relatively new virus,
we can expect waves of
Covid approximately ev-
ery three to six months as
population level immunity
naturally wanes over time,”
the government stated on
Monday.

Health practitioners con-
ducted 6132 PCR tests in
the past week.

Health officials advocate
booster shots for the el
derly to stave off the threat
of serious illness.

“I strongly recommend if
you have a family member
living in residential aged
care, and they haven’t had
a vaccination or a Covid
infection in the last six
months, to speak to their
aged care provider and
support them to have an-
other booster dose this
week,” South Australian
chief public health officer
Professor Nicola Spurrier
said.

“Please take measures

NCA NewsWire | Morgan Sette

to protect others who are
more susceptible to severe
illness from Covid, includ-
ing avoiding contact with
them if you have symp-
toms and wearing a mask
when necessary.”

For the rest of the popula-
tion, the Australian Techni-
cal Advisory Group on Im-
munisation states immune
memory, particularly that
generated by vaccine, re-
mains adequate.

The most common variant
reported in the state at the
moment is XBB, a recom-
binant Omicron variant,
health officials said.

BA. 2.86, a relatively new
Omicron variant that is
commonly referred to as
Pirola, accounts for less
than 5 per cent of circulat-
ing strains.

Health Minister Chris Pic-
ton said South Australians
could take “sensible steps”
to protect themselves and
their loved ones from se-
vere illness.

“This is especially impor-
tant if you are older or live
in an aged care facility and
for those with medical con-
ditions that increase the
risk of severe disease,” he
said.

“If you are eligible, please
get a booster. Check in
with your GP and make a
plan so you can get antivi-
rals quickly. It could save
you a trip to hospital, or
your life.”

The state has recorded
1624 deaths from Covid
since the pandemic began.
South Australia’s latest
wave follows a burst of
Covid in Queensland from
late October that saw hos-
pitalisations in the Sun-
shine State double in two
weeks.

:+ New rules for telcos after global
$7bn P rofit ransomware attacks surged 45 per

despite challenging ‘ex-
ternl environment’

Banking giant ANZ has re-
vealed a whopping $1bn
profit despite a “challeng-
ing” environment.
Australian banking giant
ANZ has reported a profit
of more than $1bn despite
facing “external challeng-
es”.

The big four bank an-
nounced on Monday an
audited profit of $1.09bn
for the full year ending
September 30, 2023.

The banking giant’s cash
profit also rose in 2023 by
14 per cent to $1.4bn com-
pared to the previous year.
Despite the strong re-
sult, ANZ chief executive
Shayne Elliott said the “ex-
ternal environment” was
likely to remain challeng-
ing.

“The full impact of higher
interest rates is expected
to continue to impact eco-
nomic activity,” he said.
“Our customers have so
far proven resilient, with
a relatively low level of
delinquencies despite the
current interest rate tight-
ening cycle.

“We will continue to focus
on supporting customers
through what will likely be
another year of cost-of-liv-
ing pressures.”

Mr Elliot said he expected
the economy to be sup-
ported by strong house-
hold savings, the housing
market, migration, and low
unemployment.

As for ANZ, Mr Elliot said
the bank had itself man-
aged costs to “partially
offset” the high inflation
environment amid contin-
ued investment.

All of the bank’s core divi-
sions had reportedly re-
turned “positive results”,
with the NZ branch and
new ANZ Plus platform

performing well.

Notably, Mr Elliot said the
bank closed the year with
provisions for potential
credit losses higher than
prior to the pandemic.

It also did so with “more
capital than ever before”.

“This is critical as we enter
a period of continued high
interest rates, rising costs
and geopolitical tensions,”
he said.

“The second half delivered

an outstanding revenue
and profit result, demon-
strating the benefits of our
diversified franchise.
“Overall, this is a strong re-
sult reflecting the benefits
of our consistent strategy
and a well-diversified port-
folio of businesses.”
Mr Elliot said the bank
would continue to manage
costs to create capacity for
further in ANZ Plus scheme
moving forward.
The banking giant is also
expected to learn in Febru-
ary 2024 the fate of its pro-
posed application of bank
Suncorp.
The Australian Consumer
and Competition Commis-
sion shot down the deal,
with ANZ since applying to
the Australian Competition
Tribunal for review.
In a statement, ANZ said
that if the application was
successful, completion
would then remain subject
to approval from the Trea-
surer and the legislative
amendments

“We continue preparations
to integrate Suncorp Bank
into ANZ Group, subject
to these conditions being
met,” the statement said.
The reveal comes only
days after fellow big four
bank NAB posted a $1.1bn
increase in cash earnings,
despite “challenges”.

cent in the first half of the year

Ransomware attacks are on the rise.

An alarming rise in ran-
somware attacks has the
government preparing to
crack down on Optus, Tel-
stra and the major telcos.

Optus, Telstra and other
major telcos will be hit
with new rules forcing
them to keep the govern-
ment updated on their
cybersecurity regimes or
face hefty fines.

Home Affairs Minister
Clare O’Neil will move to

classify telecommunica-
tions as “critical infra-
structure” for the first
time.

This will mean company
boards are held to the
same standards as hos-
pitals, utilities, ports and
energy generation assets,
including the requirement
to develop a risk manage-
ment program.

Ms O’Neil said last week’s
Optus outage underscored
why Australia needed to
“both strengthen and sim-
plify the rules”.

“Reliable telcos are vi-
tal to Australia’s national
security. As we learned
again last week, nothing
much works in the 2020s
without reliable internet,”
she said.

“Tougher rules mean a
more cyber safe Australia.
“Our telcos must be pre-
pared for major vulnera-
bilities, have risk manage-
ment plans in place, and
build backups to maintain
essential services when
things go wrong.”

Last year, Ms O’Neil de-
scribed the current cyber
security laws as “bloody
useless” after 9.8m Aus-
tralians had personal data
stolen during an attack on
Optus.

The changes are set to
form part of the Albanese

government’s updated cy-
ber security strategy, ex-
pected to be released next
week.

It also comes in the wake
of a suspected ransom-
ware attack against DP

World Australia which
handles 40 per cent of in-
ternational freight.

Ms O’Neil said the new
strategy would also focus
on the growing threat of
ransomware by forcing
companies to report when
they are under attack.

But the government will
not move to ban organisa-
tions from paying offend-
ers until it gets a greater
picture of who is targeted
and when, and how many
ransom demands are paid
per year.

“Over the last 12 months,
I have engaged with hun-
dreds of business leaders
across the country and
some of the best cyber
thinkers in the world, and
what we have heard con-
sistently is that Australia
is not yet ready for an out-
right ban of ransomware
payments,” she said.

“Our first step must be
getting the right supports
in place for businesses
and citizens so that it can
become an easy decision
to not pay ransoms. And,
to build a picture of what’s
really going on so we can
tackle it head on.”

Global ransomware at-
tacks have surged 45 per
cent in the first half of
the year, according to the
Center for Strategic and
International Studies.

The Australian Signals
Directorate estimates ran-
somware incidents cost
the Australian economy
$2.95 billion AUD annu-
ally.
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Liberal backbencher Rus-
sell Broadbent quits Liberal
Party after preselection loss

Long-serving backbencher
Russell Broadbent has quit
the Liberal Party and will
now sit on the crossbench.
News of the move emerged
late Tuesday morning and
follows Mr Broadbent’s
crushing preselection loss
to Mary Aldred for the fed-
eral seat of Monash over
the weekend that party
room sources said was the
reason behind his decision
to quit.

Ms Aldred is employed as
a government relations ex-
ecutive at Fujitsu and pre-
viously was chief executive
of the Franchise Council of
Australia.

Mr Broadbent was first
elected to parliament in
1990, representing the
seat of Corinella, before he
lost the seat in 1993. He
later represented the seat

of McMillan in two separate
stints from 1996-1998 and
from 2004-2019 when the
seat was abolished.

Since the 2019 election, Mr
Broadbent has represented
the seat of Monash.

Mr Broadbent has never
held a position on the
frontbench.

His failure to rise through
the parliamentary party’s
ranks is largely attributed
to the backbencher’s out-
spoken views on issues
including asylum seekers
and same-sex marriage
that broke with the Coali-
tion’s position.

In recent years, Mr Broad-
bent has become known
for his outspoken advo-
cacy on vaccine injuries
resulting from Covid-19,
putting him at odds with
medical experts.

Coalition hits out over major ruling

It’s “unbelievable” Labor
was not briefed ahead of
a major high court ruling
that triggered the release
of dozens of asylum seek-
ers into the community,
Opposition Leader Peter
Dutton has claimed.
About 80 asylum seekers
being held in immigration
detention were released
almost immediately fol-
lowing last week’s High
Court ruling that they
were being kept unlaw-
fully.

The Coalition has ac-
cused the government
of failing to plan for the
released detainees, flag-
ging concerns that some
had failed character tests
and been deemed a risk
to national security.
Speaking to 2 GB on Tues-
day, Mr Dutton lashed
Immigration Minister An-
drew Giles and said he
was putting his human
rights beliefs ahead of
community safety.
“Nobody saw it coming,
except the Minister who
has done nothing about
it,” he said.

“Minister Giles is a great

sort of left wing advocate
within the Labor Party
and he’s got this view that
keeping people incarcer-
ated is infringing on their
human rights. But | think
the higher priority here
is that concern about the
next victim, and the gov-
ernment has a sovereign
responsibility here to
deal with a very serious
issue.”

Speaking yesterday, Min-
ister Giles said the fed-
eral government had ad-
vised against the release
of the detainees but was
prepared for the decision,
confirming that Border
Force and AFP authori-
ties were involved in the
process.

Government Services
Minister Bill Shorten said
Coalition was “pointing
the finger”.

“First of all, this law has
been the wrong law for 20
years. So we have found
that coming into govern-
ment, the previous gov-
ernment had no Plan B
on this matter, so we are
working it through,” he
told.

Home loans ‘only for the rich’. Big bank

The head of banking giant
ANZ has issued a stark warn-
ing to first home buyers as
the great Aussie dream con-
tinues to slip out of reach.

A bank boss has claimed
home loans have become
“the preserve of the rich” as
conservative lending regu-
lations price out everyday
Australians from cracking
the property market.

ANZ chief executive Shayne
Elliott made the startling
claim to The Australian, not-
ing it was the most difficult
environment for first home
buyers in 30 years.

“If you want a loan you have
to be better off, and essen-
tially rich,” he said.

“There’s big social conse-
quences and political conse-
quences.

“Is that a society we want
where people can’t get a
home loan or get a loan to
start a business? ”’

Mr Elliott said strict lend-
ing regulations — including
assessing loan applicants
based on a 3 per cent in-
crease to interest rates —
risked containing lending to
wealthy borrowers.

“No one is suggesting we
want to be irresponsible,” he
said.

“There’s very strong evi-
dence to support the argu-
ment we’ve put forward that
a lot of people are missing
out on getting a home loan,
to run a business or get a
credit card, not because
they’re bad people, but be-
cause regulation doesn’t al-
low banks to lean in and sup-
port those people.

“That has implications for
people’s aspirations for be-
ing a part of the community
and wanting to invest.”

The comments came after
ANZ unveiled a profit of more
than $1 billion for 2023.

The banking giant’s cash
profit also rose in 2023 by
14 per cent to $1.4bn com-
pared to the previous year.
Despite the strong result, Mr
Elliott said the “external en-
vironment” was likely to re-
main challenging.

“The full impact of higher
interest rates is expected to
continue to impact economic
activity,” he said.

“Our customers have so far
proven resilient, with a rela-
tively low level of delinquen-
cies despite the current in-

terest rate tightening cycle.
“We will continue to focus
on supporting customers
through what will likely be
another year of cost-of-living
pressures.”

Mr Elliot said he expected the
economy to be supported by
strong household savings,
the housing market, migra-
tion, and low unemployment.
RBA delivers 13th interest
rate hike

Last week the RBA delivered
its 13th interest rate hike to
4.35 per cent in a bid to tame
inflation.

The rise adds $15 to repay-
ments for every $100,000
borrowed for those with a
variable home loan.

RBA governor Michele Bull-
ock said: “Inflation in Aus-
tralia has passed its peak
but is still too high and is
proving more persistent than
expected a few months ago.
The latest reading on CPI
inflation indicates that while
goods price inflation has
eased further, the prices of
many services are continu-
ing to rise briskly.”

Huge salary Aussies need to
afford home

The bleak economic forecast
comes as Finder research re-
vealed Aussie home buyers
are needing nearly double
the average full time salary
to be able to afford a home,
with the pain only increas-
ing after the national reserve
bank hiked the cash rate
again.

Finder found the minimum
household income required
to afford a mortgage for the
average Australian house
is $182,000, while those
owning units need about
$130,000.

The average full time salary
is roughly $96,000, accord-
ing to ABS data, leaving ho-
meowners digging deep into
their pockets to be able to af-
ford their mortgage.

Finder’s head of consumer
research, Graham Cooke,
said the prospect of owning
a home is dwindling for new
buyers trying to get into the
market.

“People are looking at

stretching themselves finan-
cially in order to purchase a
property,” he said.
“While not impossible, there
are a lot of things to consider
for those aspiring to own a
home.”

MATTRESS SHREDDER SET TO
SAVE LIVERPOOL RATEPAYERS
HALF A MILLION A YEAR

Liverpool City Council
has bought a matiress-
shredding machine that
will immediately save
ratepayers $500,000 a
year in tipping costs and
dramatically reduce land
fill by recycling the mate-
rials it extracts.

The machine colourfully
nicknamed “The Croco-
dile,” which comes from
Finland can shred a mat-
tress a minute and extract
the flock and metal it con-
tains for separate sale.
“It’s hard not to smile at
this Crocodile. It’s a mon-
ey-maker for ratepayers,”
said Liverpool mayor Ned
Mannoun.

“It’s the latest in technol-
ogy and we have the only
one in South-West Syd-
ney.

“It will help contain costs
as we continue our back-
to-basics agenda.”
Around 20,000 mattress-
es a year are abandoned
on Liverpool’s streets
each year, and it costs
Council close to $800,000
to collect and send them
to land fill.

Using the Crocodile
means immediate sav-
ings of around $500,000
a year for the Council and
ratepayers.

The mattresses will be
collected for free and
taken to Council’s new
recycling and operational

centre for shredding.
Mattresses are a major
problem for the waste
industry, because their
bulk, and the different
materials used in their
manufacture, make them
resistant to compacting
in land fill.

Every 10,000 queen-
sized mattresses diverted
from landfill saves 10,000
cubic metres of landfill
space.

Liverpool will now invite
neighbouring Councils to
incorporate the eye-catch-
ing Crocodile into their
own mattress disposal
plans to save money.

A council confronting
10,000 discarded mai-
tresses a year and pay-
ing $50 for each disposal,
could save $200,000 an-
nually by delivering their
mattresses to Liverpool
for shredding.

The shredder efficiently
saves time and money
and will be financially
self-supporting after its
first year of operation
because Council will not
have to pay tipping fees.
“After that it will run at
a profit,” says Liverpool
City Council director of
operations Jason Breton.
“Flock extracted from the
mattresses after recy-
cling can be turned into
wall, floor and outdoor
tiles.”

LIVERPOOL MAYOR EXPRESSES HIS ANGER AT
AXING OF FUNDING FOR M1-M12 LINK

Liverpool Mayor Ned Man-
noun has expressed his
profound disappointment
and anger after the fed-
eral government decision
to withdraw funding for
the western Sydney in-
terchange linking the M1
with the M12.

“Once again south-west-
ern Sydney and Liverpool
has missed out on vital
infrastructure funding for
this important interchange
which links the M1 with the
MA2 to the new western
Sydney international air-
port,” Mr Mannoun said.

“Residents of south-west-
ern Sydney and Liverpool
always seem to be on
the receiving end of bro-
ken promises, and this is
yet another example,” he
said.

“The federal government
must deliver on the prom-
ised benefits of the new
airport and | urge them to
reconsider this ill thought-
out decision.”

Media: Communications
manager Mimi Curran Cur-
ranM@liverpool.nsw.gov.
au
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‘Significant’ visa changes

The government has
sought to rush a raft of
new measures through
parliament that will per-
mit the use of electronic
monitoring ankle brace-
lets, strict curfews and
threat of jail time, in the
wake of the release of
dozens of detainees, in-
cluding convicted crimi-
nals, in the wake of a
High Court decision.

The High Court last week
found ongoing detention
to be unlawful if there
was no prospect of them
being deported.

So far, 84 people have
been released into the
community as a result
of the decision, includ-
ing convicted murderers,
rapists, and child pedo-
philes.

The government has
maintained that all of
those people are on “ap-
propriate” visas, but
rushed through emer-
gency legislation on
Thursday to alleviate
growing safety concerns
among the community.
Immigration Minister An-
drew Miles introduced
the emergency legisia-
tion on Thursday that will
criminalise bail breaches
for those detainees im-
pacted by the decision.
Those detainees will now
be bound by curfews, an-
kle bracelets and manda-
tory reporting, and face
five years behind bars
for breaching, with an
“equivalent penalty” for
“repeated cases of non-
compliance”.

Before the High Court’s
decision, breaches of vi-
sas could be met with on-
going detention, but that
is no longer possible for
the detainees impacted.
Mr Giles said the govern-
ment would continue to
work through the impli-
cations of the High Court
judgement.

“Further responses may
be required once we
have received the High
Court’s reasons for deci-

sion,” he said.

Earlier, Home Affairs Min-
ister Clare O’Neil said the
government has set “the
strictest possible condi-
tions” to keep the com-
munity safe.

Labor will seek to pass
two bills called the Migra-
tion Amendment (Bridg-
ing Visa Conditions) bill
and the Crimes and Other
Legislation Amendment
(Omnibus no 2) bill.

The urgent bill rush is
in response to concerns
that some of the indi-
viduals released into the
community had been
convicted of
crimes, including murder
and child sexual assaullt.
It’s unknown how many
of these individuals have
committed crimes.
Coalition jumps on visa
bill

Opposition Leader Pe-
ter Dutton has accused
the government of trying
to gag debate and com-
plained the emergen-
cy legislation was not
strong enough.

He accused the govern-
ment of rushing through
the legislation, and
slammed Prime Minis-
ter Anthony Albanese —
again — of being overseas
instead of being present
to deal with the issue.
“These are people who
are serious, violent, of-
fenders. These are peo-
ple who are of the worst
character and they are
non citizens .. These are
people who do not de-
serve to live in our coun-
try,” Mr Dutton said.

“I think the Australian
public is rightly out-
raged at a government
that sees fit to let (these
people) back out into the

serious

community.”
Mr Dutton also claimed
the government had

“taken a decision not to
retain” the criminals. In
fact, it was a decision
of the High Court that
the Commonwealth had
no choice but to comply

with.

He chastised the govern-
ment for not having had
draft legislation prepared
ahead of the High Court’s
decision.

Dutton’s  anti-Semitism
rant ‘darkest hour’

Mr Dutton’s use of anti-
Semitism to criticise
Labor’s response to a
major High Court ruling
has been condemned
by a senior minister who
called yesterday’s Ques-
tion Time the darkest
performance he’s ever
seen during his political
career.

Industrial Relations Min-
ister Tony Burke lashed
Mr Dutton for using ra-
cial bigotry as a “po-
litical opportunity” after
the Liberal leader linked
a rise in reports of anti-
Semitism to divisions in
Labor

“Yesterday was one of
the darkest moments I've
seen in the house in my
nearly 20 years here,” Mr
Burke said.

“At a moment where both
anti-Semitism and Islam-
ophobia are experiencing
levels of bigotry beyond
anything that has been
seen prior to October
this year it is something
where the role of leaders
is to bring people togeth-
er to call out all forms of
bigotry.”

Speaking on Thursday,
Labor MP Dai Lee said
that Mr Dutton’s “inflam-
matory” use of language
was counter-productive.
“Criminals who get re-
leased from prisons
currently should have
some kind of measures
in place so people can
track them,” she said.
“The High Court ruling
took everybody by sur-
prise and we need to get
constitutional experts to
find out how to address
this. But I think we need to
have a language that ac-
tually gets a solution, not
to really inflame and instil
fear in the community.”

Picture of Albo that will infuriate Dutton as Prime
Minister snubs call to ditch trip to the US

Mr Dutton dialled up the rhetoric on Mr Albanese during a brusing ques-
tion time. Picture: NCA NewsWire | Martin Ollman

A picture of the Anthony
Albanese walking up the
steps to his Prime Min-
isterial jet is set to make
Peter Dutton’s blood boil
after he demanded the
leader stay at home.
Anthony Albanese has
ignored a call to ditch
high-level talks in San
Francisco with Asia Pa-
cific leaders to stay at
home to deal with sim-
mering domestic issues.
The Prime Minister left
Canberra shortly after
a fiery question time to
head to the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation
summit on Wednesday
afternoon.

He argued if he stayed
home he would be only
the second Australian
leader to miss the talks
since 1989 — after Julia
Gillard skipped the sum-
mit in the wake of her fa-
ther’s death.

Mr Albanese was under
pressure from Opposi-
tion Leader Peter Dutton
snub the summit in order
to convene a national
cabinet to discuss a joint
strategy to combat anti-
Semitism in the wake of
the Israel-Hamas con-
flict.

“Prime Minister, | have
written to you and what
you should do is consult
with the premiers and
the chief ministers and
immediately convene a
meeting of the national
cabinet to get a better un-
derstanding of the police
response, to understand
what the securityand in-

telligence agencies are
providing, to collate that
information, and to havea
coherent response which
provides supportand un-
derpinning a security for
people of Jewish faith in
this country when they
need it most — in their
hour of need,” he said.
Mr Dutton also used a
failed motion to claim the
Prime Minister had not
shown “strong leader-
ship” after a high court
decision led to the re-
lease of 80 criminals, in-
cluding murderers, rap-
ists and paedophiles.
The court ruled it was un-
lawful to hold stateless
people in immigration
detention indefinitely af-
ter committing a crime.
Foreign Minister Penny
Wong confirmed the gov-
ernment would “shortly”
legislate in response to
the decision, despite the
court’s full reasons not
yet being published.

The Opposition has of-
fered bipartisan support
for a solution and have
demanded  parliament
should not rise until the
matter is dealt with.

Mr Albanese confront-
ed the allegations head
on, declaring he stood
with Jewish Australians
against  anti-Semitism
and accused Mr Dutton
of “weaponising” both
issues.

“To come in here and
move this resolution and
link anti-Semitism with
the decision of the High
Court is beyond con-

tempt,” he said.

Mr Albanese said he
was “proud” of his track
record and his history
of standing up for “the
rights and for the justice
of Palestinian people”.
“The idea of selective
human rights is one that
I stand against So I'm
opposed to any inno-
cent life being lost,” he
added.

Wentworth MP Allegra
Spender also denounced
Mr Dutton for “turning
anti-Semitism into a po-
litical football”.

In a statement after
question time, the inde-
pendent said it was dam-
aging not only for the
Jewish community but
for national cohesion.
“To watch the Opposi-
tion deliberately try and
politicise this issue and
conflate it with the Prime
Minister’s travel sched-
ule in order to score po-
litical points is disgrace-
ful,” she said.

“We need to come togeth-
er as a country and take
urgent action against an-
ti-Semitism and all forms
of hate speech.

“This is a time when Aus-
tralia’s national unity has
never been more impor-
tant. Peter Dutton’s at-
tempt to weaponise and
politicise anti-Semitism
for political gain is un-
conscionable.”

Trade, climate and the
digital economy are ex-
pected to be the key
themes for the Prime
Minister during the sum-
mit.

But all eyes will be on
a meeting between US
President Joe Biden and
Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping, the second in-per-
son meeting since 2021.
On Thursday, Mr Alba-
nese is expected to meet
with Microsoft chairman
and chief executive Sa-
tya Nadella following
the tech company’s an-
nouncement of a $5bn in-
vestment into Australia.
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