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All aspects of Building & Carpentry:

New homes

- Timber Framing

- Renovations
- Granny flats

- Extentions
- Pergolas
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Community Contact List
Fire/Ambulance/Police 000

Revesby Police Station 8724 6099
Bankstown Hospital 9722 8000
NSW Domestic Violence Line 1800 65 64 63
Child Protection Helpline 132111
Service NSW 1377 88
Lifeline 131114
State Emergency Service 13 2500
Poisons Information Centre 131126
Transport Info Line 131500
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S b Ssland iy @S 1| .psmu AN

¥ sy il ha e (IS é‘\
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ife Ui )

Kylie Wilkinson MP { -
STATE MEMBER FOR EAST HILLS W AW

@ (02) 9772 2774 Kylie.Wilkinson@parliament.nsw.gov.au @ 20 Revesby Place, Revesby

AUTHORISED BY KYLIE WILKINSON MP, 20 REVESBY PLACE, REVESBY NSW 2212, PRINTED BY JEFFRIES PRINTING, 5/71A MILPERRA ROAD, REVESBY NSW 2212 USING PARLIAMENTARY ENTITLEMENTS. MAY 2023,
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INSURANCE BROKERS

* Business Insurance * Workers’ Comp
* Trade Insurance ¢ Insurance Packages
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Wanted for Work

Busy Insurance office for 22 Years:
-Office Insurance Work

-Part-Time availability

-Experience is esential

-School hours available

/| 165 Watlle Street Mt Lewis
(02)9707 3077

SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

united insurance group

Steastayy®

<§»
Steadfast

e

=N f“l‘ \

*MOUNT LEWIS®)

sl L
el 9 =t gl dgandd,

ZLI Y| Al ile gusr

*MOUNT LEWIS
> &
o“'«c I wet

SPECIALS

[AMB CHOPS $11.00/K6
LAMB SHOULDER ON BONE $8.50/K6
WHOLE LAMBS $8.00/K6
LEGS OF LAMB ON BONE $9.00/K6
MINCE 512.00/K6 OR 5KG FOR 545
LAMB SHANKS $9.00/K6
[AMB NECKS ON BONE $8.00/K6
KAFTA $12.00/K6
DICED LAMB SHOULDER $22.00/K6
LOIN CHOPS $13.00/K6
EVE FILLET STEAKS - $35.00/KG OR 2K6 560
GRASS FED SCOTCH FILLET 530.00/K6 OR 2K 550
PREMIUM LEAN KAFTA - $16.00/K6 OR 2K6 530
WAGYU SCOTCH FILLET MBS5+ - 580.00K6 i == :
LAMB BACK STRAPS - $24.00/KG OR 2KG 542 “14 o LR
[AMB TENDERLOIN FILLETS - 522.00/K6 OR 2KG 540 JJ'-‘-‘-U HM‘ d'.‘.'*‘ﬁ" A9

LAMB CUTLETS - $30.00/K6 OR 2K6 $55 LS Hla i gl |9 @slladlg

PREMIUM BEEF MINCE - $16/K6 OR 2K6 $30 L N
WHOLE EVE FILLET $27.00/K6 4 | o il i e
LAMB NECKS $26.00/K6 el uay 0¥ Jl o Llua V I
o Plua Vol (e |
CALL NOW FOR ALL ORDERS! C A el e
169 Wattle Street Mount Lewis, NSW Jeladl day ¥ I

2190 Z U w e
(02) 9644 7195 PAVIEV AW TII SRS g
mountlewisqualitymeats@gmail.com ‘“'_‘3"| anls iu-l‘gh

\ a’..:( c "I,'.:. - .I_.-'- . =

—

Lo Lot g il C3hmald 191991 ol oy 36 B a9 febonald (il (30 gl (3450 gt
e g Suemt | agllig pglllg dSIgatlg Hlait| Odxe g mallal!
.Byallg dlemtly Sagett ADIAY ylat) alad g § g | Aubed Rutd
Bl | (ot B el 19 Pl JI | B0l

0418690009 : 331 91 0401440011 : Jagh 1m JhaiW

45 Bryant St, Padstow, NSW 2211 - P O Box, 302, Padstow NSW 2211,

Ph: 02 9792 5988, Fax: 02 9792 5944, E: alan@stareast.com.au, Web: www.stareast.com.au
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www.spiritualtherapist.com.au 0400449000
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alaa.alawadi@gmail.com

Salgal! Hhs @I’jﬂ‘ LY
Spiritual Therapist
- ot ¥ | s - Lglaiinlg c[gﬁﬂ g.v-rety]
o 23 - dsdalg dwilorg y il sl
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Tel: 0400 449 000 aSlig dwilrg ) Ciluaer Sus guas *

web:www.alawadispiritualtherapice.com.au
Email: alaa.alawadi@gmail.com
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17 Marsh Street

Granville NSW 2142 E elhamasmashrepairs@yahoo.com.au
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Kelly Bayer Rosmatrin resigns from Optus after outage, senate grilling

The chief executive of the
embattled telco has re-
signed, just days after she
dogged questions about
her future.

Kelly Bayer Rosmarin has
resigned from Optus, days
after she faced a grilling
from senators over the tel-
co’s outage that impacted
10million Aussies.

The announcement was
made on Monday in a
statement from Optus’ par-
ent company Singtel.

Ms Bayer Rosmarin said
it had been an honour to
serve as the company’s
chief executive but it was
appropriate she now step
down.

Her resignation comes af-
ter Australians were cut off
from internet and phone
services during the 12
hour outage on November
8, with about 200 custom-
ers unable to make emer-
gency calls to triple-0.

A senate inquiry into the
outage was set up and, on
Friday, Ms Bayer Rosmarin
fielded questions about
her future at Australia’s
second largest telecom-
munications provider.

“On Friday | had the op-
portunity to appear before
the Senate to expand on
the cause of the network
outage and how Optus re-
covered and responded. |
was also able to communi-
cate Optus’ commitment to
restore trust and continue
to serve customers,” she
said.

“Having now had some
time for personal reflec-
tion, I have come to the de-
cision that my resignation
is in the best interest of
Optus moving forward.
“It’'s been an honour and
privilege to lead the team
at Optus and to serve our
customers.”

She was appointed to the
role in April 2020.

The group chief execu-
tive of Singtel, Yuen Kuan
Moon, acknowledged Ms
Bayer Rosmarin’s work
over the last three years at
the helm of Optus.

“We acknowledge her lead-
ership, commitment and
hard work throughout what
has been a challenging pe-

Kelly Bayer Rosmarin faced a grilling at a Senate inquiry into the November 8 outage on Friday. Picture: NCA NewsWire | Martin Ollman

riod, and thank her for her
dedication and service to
Optus,” Mr Yuen said.
“Kelly has always led with
integrity and had all stake-
holders’ best interests at
heart. We understand her
decision and wish her the
very best in her future en-
deavours.”

Optus’ chief financial of-
ficer, Michael Venter, has
been appointed interim
CEO as the company “em-
barks on a global search
for a new CEO”.
Communications Minister
Michelle Rowland wisher
Ms Bayer Rosmarin well,
and said it was “no doubt”
a difficult decision for her
to make.

“The Optus outage expe-
rienced earlier this month
caused significant disrup-
tion to the community, par-
ticularly small businesses.
We need to learn the les-
sons to ensure industry
and government is as pre-
pared as possible, given no
network is fully immune,”
Ms Rowland said.

“The government has an-
nounced it will conduct a
post-incident review and
we will make further an-
nouncements about the
terms of reference in due
course.”

In other changes at the tel-
co, Optus business man-
aging director Peter Kali-
aropoulous will enter into
a newly created position,
chief operating officer,
from Wednesday.

The outage on November 8
came more than a year af-
ter Optus was hit by a ma-
jor cyber attack.

During her appearance be-

fore the Senate on Friday,
Ms Bayer Rosmarin ad-
mitted that Optus’ perfor-
mance on November 8 was
“not acceptable”.
Ms Bayer Rosmarin said it
was “indisputable that on
that day our performance
was not acceptable”.

“We let you down, and for
that | am deeply sorry. |
want to make it clear that
we have taken immediate
and ongoing steps to rec-
tify any shortcomings,”
she said.

She confirmed to the in-
quiry that it had taken Op-
tus days to determine what
had caused the outage.
Ultimately, it found that key
routers had disconnected
from the network during a
scheduled upgrade.
Lashed for not fronting
media sooner

Optus had been widely
lashed for failing to ad-
equately communicate
with customers during the
outage, and in the weeks
since.

Greens Senator Sarah Han-
son Young told ABC on
Friday that for a “commu-
nications company, they’re
not very good at communi-
cating”.

During her grilling by sen-
ators on Friday, Ms Bayer
Rosmarin defended not
appearing publicly earlier,
telling the inquiry her fo-
cus had been on the com-
pany’s response to the in-
cident

She said she wanted to
affirm the outage wasn’t
a result of a “malicious
or ongoing attack” before
speaking.

Once that was ruled out

about 10.20am on the day,
Ms Bayer Rosmarin said
she began speaking pub-
licly, giving 11 radio and
TV interviews and four
print journalist interviews.

Ms Bayer Rosmarin denied
suggestions she should
have fronted up earlier,
claiming it was “very un-
usual” for a chief execu-
tive to appear in the media
during an outage.

“It’s actually unusual for a
CEO to appear at all dur-
ing an outage because the
public would expect that
my focus is on working
with the team to resolve
the issue,” she said.

“Ourcommunications team
was giving updates to the
media fielding questions,
and the team had the view
at the time that this was be-
ing covered widely and all
our customers knew what
we knew, which is that the
network was down, that
we were working on it, and
that we were very sorry.”
Reputational damage ‘im-
possible to recover’
Marketing and tech experts
had warned in the wake of
the outage that the reputa-
tional damage caused by
the outage may be almost
impossible to recover.
Andrew Hughes, market-
ing expert at the Australian
National University, said
Optus had lost a billion
dollars on their brand valu-
ation according to a brand
finance report.

“They’re billion dollar mis-
takes, they really are,” he
said.

Duel scandals that spelled
the end

Before there was the No-
vember 8 outage, there
was the 2022 data breach.
Optus’ technical team
noticed and investigated
suspicious activity on its

network on September 20.
The following day, a data
breach was identified and
regulators were informed.
The telco did not go pub-
lic until September 22, and
then recommended people
pay increased attention to
fraudulent activity. At the
time, Optus said it did not
know if the breach had
caused any harm.

In fact, the records of up
to 9.7 million current and
former customers were
hacked. In some cases that
included drivers licences,
passport and Medicare de-
tails — leaving customers
at risk of fraud.

The telco claimed a com-
plicated breach had oc-
curred, but Cyber Security
Minister Clare O’Neil ac-
cused Optus of making an
error and leaving the “win-
dow open” for hackers to
climb through.

Optus and the Australian
Federal Police opened a
criminal investigation.

In the aftermath, a ransom
was issued demanding
Optus pay $1.5m or else
the personal information of
impacted customers would
be slowly leaked.

Melbourne: Cable break leads
to another Optus outage

Optus customers in one
major city have woken
up to little or no coverage
again just two weeks after
a 12-hour national out-
age.

Optus customers in Mel-
bourne’s west have woken
up to little or no coverage
again after several towers
were impacted by a cable
break.

Customers in the Melton
area appeared to be the
most affected, with com-
plaints that calls and text
messages wouldn’t go
through.

One frustrated customer
took to Twitter, writing
that Optus “has been the
worst network ever! ”
When Optus Help re-
sponded to the customer,
pointing her to the Net-
work Status page, she
was quick to respond.

=)
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The outage warning from the Optus Network Status page. Picture: Optus

“I don’t need to visit a net-
work page to tell me | have
no network,” she replied.
The Optus Network Status
page did say, however,
that a “number of Optus
mobile towers in this area
(Melton) are not working”.
The under-fire telco told 1
News that the issue was
being caused by a broken
fibre cable and techs were
on site repairing the dam-
age.

“Due to an underground
fibre break, Optus custom-

ers in and around Melton,
Victoria may be experi-
encing service issues for
their mobile, voice and
data services,” an Optus
spokesperson said.

“We apologise to cus-

tomers for the inconve-
nience.”
The latest mishap comes
less than two weeks af-
ter the nationwide outage
that impacted customers
for 12 hours, including
public transport services
and hospitals.
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Deputy Prime Minister Richard Marles on taxpayer-funded trip to cricket World Cup final

i

Narendra Modi, Prime Minister for India and Richard Marles, Deputy Prime Minister of Australia following the
ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup Final.

Deputy Prime Minister
Richard Marles took a
2,000 kilometre round
trip on a taxpayer-funded
flight to watch the Cricket
World Cup on Sunday in
India.

The Defence Minister and
Foreign Minister Penny
Wong are in India to
co-chair the 2nd India-
Australia 2+2 Ministerial
Dialogue with Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh in
New Delhi.

But it has now emerged
he popped into Ahmeda-
bad, which is 1,000 ki-
lometres away, to attend
the world cup in the
cricket-mad country.

His latest VIP flight comes
after revelations Mr Mar-
les’ expenses for flights
have totalled nearly $3.6
million this year.

But taxpayers may never
know a breakdown of
the cost of the cricket
trip because Mr Marles’
department has banned
the publication of where
ministers are flying on
“security grounds”.

This is despite the fact
the Defence Minister
posed for photographs
during the cricket game
and the Indian Govern-
ment put out a press re-
lease the day before he
attended.

His office confirmed he
made the journey on a
taxpayer-funded RAAF
VIP jet for the six-hour
pitstop before flying to

New Delhi.

“Look who is here to
support and cheer for
+TeamAustralia! Our
Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister for Defence
@RichardMarlesMP is at,
+Ahmedabad to witness
+*INDvsAUS +*CWC2023Fi-
nal,” the Australian High
Commissioner Philip
Green said.

“It cannot get bigger than
this!”

During the ICC event,
Australian captain Pat
Cummins was presented
the World Cup trophy by
Indian prime minister, Na-
rendra Modi, and deputy
prime minister, Richard
Marles.

However, video footage
of the moment shows the
pair then left the stage
leaving Cummins alone
while they shook the
hands of the remainder
of the Australian team.

In August, news.com.au
revealed Mr Marles took
a ride on a RAAF flight to
attend the Matildas World
Cup semi-final at an esti-
mated cost to taxpayers
of $16,000. He has not
revealed the defence de-
partment’s own estimate
of the cost of the flight
despite requests to do
so.

On the afternoon of Au-
gust 16, an RAAF VIP
flight flew from Brisbane,
where Mr Marles had at-
tended several press
events, to Sydney.

A spokeswoman for Mr
Marles confirmed that
any travel was in line with
the government rules.
“All travel conducted by
the Deputy Prime Minis-
ter either in his role as
Defence Minister or as
Acting Prime Minister is
in accordance with the
relevant guidelines and
security procedures,” the
spokeswoman said.
Official figures show that
Anthony Albanese is now
spending nearly a million
dollars on taxpayer-fund-
ed flights every three
months and is racking up
an average of 15 hours
on a plane every week.
According to documents
published on the De-
fence department’s web-
site, the Prime Minister’s
travel bill for flights alone
was $953,904 for the
three months from April
to June.

But despite cruel jibes
that he should be known
as “Airbus Albo” be-
cause of the amount of
time he spends travelling
overseas, half of the ex-
penditure was on domes-
tic travel.

Citing security
the Defence Department
is now refusing to detail
the locations that Mr Al-
banese flew to and from,
despite the fact that many
of the trips were accom-
panied by press releases,
Instagram posts and in-
volved travelling media.

issues,

Australian Deputy Prime Minister, Richard Marles with Australia High
Commission to India at Narendra Modi stadium (Photo/X @AusHClIndia).

For example, the Defence
Department will not con-
firm that the Prime Min-
ister flew to London to
attend the coronation of
Charles Ill with Governor-
General David Hurley dur-
ing the relevant period.
The trip was the subject
of international media
coverage. It will not con-
firm the passengers on
the flight, despite the
fact that Mr Albanese’s
partner Jodi Haydon was
photographed attending
the coronation and in
some instances board-
ing and disembarking the
flight

In May, Mr Albanese at-
tended the GT1 summit in
Hiroshima, Japan. Those
flights are also not de-
tailed in the latest fig-
ures due to security con-
cerns.

In June, Mr Albanese de-
livered the keynote ad-
dress at the 20th Shan-
gri-La Dialogue and met
with Prime Minister Lee
Hsien Loong for annual
bilateral discussions. He
travelled to Vietnam to
mark 50 years of diplo-
matic relations between
the two countries.
However, the Defence De-
partment would confirm
that less than half of the
bill was for international
travel.

According to the latest
figures obtained by news.
com.au, Mr Albanese
spent 103.9 hours in the
air on domestic flights
in the second quarter of
this year.

During the same period
he spent slightly less
time — 81.7 hours in the
air on international trips.

Defence Minister Rich-
ard Marles was spend-
ing $250,000 a month on
personal flights during
the same period accord-
ing to the figures.
According to documents
published on the depart-
ment’s website, Mr Marles
billed taxpayers$139,T76
in military flights for the
three months from April
to June 30.

The expenses were sec-
ond only to the Prime
Minister who ran up a bill
of $953,904 for flight in
three months.

Mark Coure MP recognises the

incredible life of Dr Hari Harinath

Dr Hari Harinath was an
exceptional man and a
great friend, who sadly
passed away on 18 No-
vember, surrounded
by his family and loved
ones.

Dr Hari was someone
that | had the privilege
of knowing even before
my time in Parliament. He
lived locally in Kogarah
Bay and worked in his
medical practice at West-
field Eastgardens.

Dr Hari arrived in Sydney
in 1971, working his way
up within the sport he
loved the most.. cricket.
He became the chairman
of Cricket NSW and a
board member of Cricket
Australia.

As the Chair of Multicul-
tural NSW for 8 years, it
was my great privilege to
work closely alongside
Dr Hari during my time as
the Minister for Multicul-
turalism. He served the
advisory board with the
upmost dedication and
expetrtise.

He was a friend and
champion of our multicul-
tural communities in New
South Wales.

Dr Hari had an ability to
connect with anyone he
met. He believed that our
diversity in New South
Wales is our strength, and
his leadership and pro-

fessional achievements
reflected this.

However, his legacy ex-
tends beyond his official
capacity. Dr Hari built
bridges between commu-
nities, recognising that
our multicultural state
was a source of unity,
rather than division.

For his efforts, Dr Hari-
nath was awarded an Or-
der of Australia Medal in
the 2009 Queen’s Birth-
day Honours for service
to cricket through ex-
ecutive roles at state and
national level, and to the
community.

He was also awarded the
Pravasi Bharatiya Sam-
man (Medal) by the Presi-
dent of India in 2011, the
highest honour conferred
to Indians living over-
seas.

Dr Hari’s efforts have
not only transformed
Multicultural NSW as an
organisation, but have
made our State a better,
far more-inclusive place
to live. He leaves behind
an incredible legacy.

I would like to offer my
heartfelt condolences to
his wife and family. Vale
Dr Hari Harinath.

MEDIA: Jayden Tran |
0473 515 805 | Jayden.
tran@parliament.nsw.
gov.au
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Terror-style laws on cards for detainees after

sweeping reforms passed

./..
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released its reasons. Picture: NCA NewsWire | Martin Ollman

Some of the most seri-
ous offenders released
into the community after
a landmark High Court
ruling could be put back
behind bars in terrorist-
style legislation report-
edly being canvassed
by the Albanese govern-
ment.

The parliament rushed
through emergency leg-
islation on Thursday to
place restrictions on 93
non-citizens released
from indefinite detention
after the High Court over-
turned 20 years of prec-
edent to find the practice
unlawful.

The government had ini-
tially said it would await
the full reasons from the
High Court before con-
sidering legislation but
introduced and passed
— with Coalition amend-
ments — measures within
a day on Thursday.

The law now requires
the group to wear ankle
bracelets and abide by
curfews, with mandatory
minimum sentences to be
imposed for breaches.
That group, who have
failed the government’s
character test but cannot
be deported for various
reasons, is expected to
grow in the weeks ahead,
with the High Court’s full
reasons not expected
to be released until next
year.

The Coalition has warned
stronger measures are
still needed and has
called for the government
to look for ways to rede-

tain the most serious of
the detainees — a cohort
that includes convicted
murderers, rapists and
pedophiles.

Home Affairs Minister
Clare O’Neil on Sunday
said it was “not possible”
under the High Court de-
cision.

Now, according to the
Nine Newspapers, the
government is said to be
seeking legal advice on
whether preventive de-
tention-style laws — simi-
lar to those used to deal
with terrorists — is pos-
sible for the non-citizens
who served time in jail for
serious, violent offences.
Government sources say
a variety of further legis-
lative options are being
considered.

Ms O’Neil has maintained
that the legislation will
need to be reconsidered
once the High Court pub-
lishes its reasons for its
decision.

“When the reasons for
decision are handed
down at the beginning of
next year, we will then be
able to look at what else
we can do about this,”
she said on Sunday.
Opposition Leader Peter
Dutton said the Coalition
would support “whatever
can legally be done to get
these people back in cus-
tody”.

“We committed last week
to putting in place what-
ever we can to try and
help the Australian public
stay safe,” he told Chan-
nel 1.

A

Home Affairs Minister Clare O’Neil said further legisiation would be considered when the High Court

“Because many of these
people are criminals with
serious offences, mul-
tiple offending against
different victims and the
likelihood of them com-
mitting more crimes
against more Australian
citizens is really high.”
He said he remained in-
credulous that the gov-
ernment had not pre-
pared draft legislation in
the lead-up to the deci-
sion.

Ms O’Neil on the weekend
revealed that the Com-
monwealth was under
the impression it would
win the High Court battle
but had prepared for the
alternative.

Mr Dutton doubled down
in his criticism on the
government on Tues-
day morning, saying it
“should have started
charging the legislation
in June”’.

“The government should
have been designing a
preventive detention re-
gime,” he said.

“It seems now that they
are looking at that, but it
should have been done
back in June.”

The opposition’s foreign
affairs spokesman Simon
Birmingham said the gov-
ernment had a responsi-
bility to keep Australians
“safe and secure”.

“We want to see action
taken, but it is quite re-
markable how flat-footed
and this flip-flopping
that we’re seeing from
the government,” he told
ABC Radio.

Government helps more Palestinians flee Gaza

Hundreds of temporary
visas have been issued
to desperate Palestinians
by the Australian govern-
ment over the past few
weeks as Israel contin-
ues its bombardment on
Gaza, but Foreign Minis-
ter Penny Wong says the
situation remains “very
difficult”.

Between October 1 and
November 20, there were
860 visas approved by the
Department of Home Af-
fairs to Palestinians with
connections to Australia.
However, only a small
amount of those with ap-
proved visas have made it
out of the war zone.

Ms Wong confirmed 61
people — including Aus-
tralians, permanent resi-
dents and their families
— crossed into Egypt via
the Rafah border crossing
overnight.

“This is the second group
to cross this week af-
ter we helped 31 people
cross the border on Mon-
day,” she told reporters
on Wednesday.

“They are supported by
consular staff in Cairo.
“To date, we have so far
facilitated the departure of
a total of 1271 Australians,
permanent residents and
their families.

“We would have wanted
all Australians and per-
manent residents with in-
nocent families to have
been out within days but
we recognise that this is a
very difficult situation.

“I have engaged not only
with the United States, but
also with Qatar and Egypt,
in relation to the Rafah
crossing on more than
one occasion and want to
publicly again state thanks
for their assistance in en-
abling this crossing.”

Ms Wong said people who
obtained Australian visas
were subject to appropri-
ate security checks.
“These people have been
subjected to the same
security checks by Aus-
tralian Border Force and
authorities as you would

Foreign Minister Penny Wong
Picture: NCA NewsWire | Morgan
Sette

expect any visa applicant
would be required,” she
said.

Israel’s attacks on Gaza
came after Hamas killed
hundreds of civilians and
kidnapped others on Oc-
tober 1.

It was revealed on
Wednesday that Israel and
Hamas had reached an
agreement for a four-day
humanitarian pause in ex-
change for the release of
50 hostages in Gaza, as
well as some Palestinians
detained in Israel.

“The agreement includes
the release of 50 civilian
women and children hos-
tages currently held in the
Gaza Strip in exchange for
the release of a number of
Palestinian women and
children detained in Israe-
li prisons, the number of
those released will be in-
creased in later stages of
implementing the agree-
ment,” Qatar’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs said in a
statement.

Ms Wong said the four-day
ceasefire was an “important

and necessary step”, and
ultimately everyone should
work towards a “long-term,
enduring peace.”
“Australia has consistently
called for the release of
hostages, for humanitarian
access and for the protec-
tion of civilian lives,” she
said.

“We have also said we want
to see the next steps to-
wards a sustainable cease-
fire but that it could not be
one-sided.”

Asked specifically if she
would like to see an on-
going ceasefire, Ms Wong
said she wanted a “sus-
tainable ceasefire”.

“I think we would all want
to see a sustainable cease-
fire and we also know they
cannot be one-sided,” she
said.

“We recognise that the
steps that have been taken
today with this agreement
that has been negotiated
is progress towards these
goals.

“We remain deeply con-
cerned about the loss of
civilian life and | know so
many Australians are deep-
ly concerned about the loss
of civilian life.

“People are distressed
about the horrific attack by
Hamas.

“People want hostages
released and people are
distressed by the loss of
civilian life in the period we
have seen over these last
few weeks.”

AFIC Embraces Temporary Cease-
fire, Calls for Lasting Peace

“The Australian Federa-
tion of Islamic Councils
(AFIC) acknowledges
with cautious optimism
the announcement of a
temporary ceasefire be-
tween Israel and Gaza. We
embrace the release of
hostages and those Pal-
estinians who have been
detained without charge,
recognising this as a step
towards peace.”

“AFIC urges the Austra-
lian Government to advo-
cate for a comprehensive

ceasefire and for the de-
escalation of armed con-
flict. We must not confuse
a cessation of violence
with the resolution of un-
derlying tensions.”

“We further call on Aus-
tralia to contribute to a
durable solution found-
ed upon a human rights
framework, and one
that holds all parties ac-
countable. It is critical to
acknowledge the asym-
metry of power and influ-
ence in the conflict.”
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