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All aspects of Building & Carpentry:

- New homes

- Timber Framing
- Renovations

- Granny flats

- Extentions
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Bradfield Master plan ignores connectiv-
ity infrastructure to southwest Sydney

The Mayor of Liverpool
Councillor Ned Mannoun
has cautiously welcomed
the release of the Bradfield
master plan.

‘Getting on with investment
and development in Brad-
field is critical to deliver-
ing the promised jobs and
lifestyles of the region,” Mr
Mannoun said.

Bradfield is located wholly
within the City of Liver-
pool and is surrounded by
the Aerotropolis with over
11,000 hectares dedicated
to future airport related de-
velopment

“It’'s disappointing that the
Bradfield master plan ig-
nores the elephant in the
room being investment into
infrastructure like roads,
water and drainage unlock-
ing the investment and jobs
surrounding the airport and
Bradfield,”

“The neglect by the govern-
ment of 15th Avenue is also
a major concern. It needs to
be upgraded immediately as

The Mayor of Liverpool Ned Mannoun

it is a major thoroughfare to
the new airport.”

Another area of concern is
the suburb of Austral where
30,00 new homes will be
built, but where the road
system resembles roads
from the 1940’s.

“It is pointless having
scores of new homes if peo-
ple leave their homes and
are then stuck in traffic for
hours on end.

‘The state is leaving infra-
structure for the aerotropo-
lis in the hands of the local
council without adequate
resourcing,” Mr Mannoun
added.

“The government needs to
slash red tape so the invest-
ment can start and built a
city for the 22nd century.”
‘You simply cannot build a
new urban city with 80 new
buildings in isolation with-
out planning and resourcing
the connectivity to south-
west Sydney.”

“The government also needs
to commit to the rapid tran-
sit busways to ensure trav-
ellers can easily get from
the airport to Liverpool,
Parramatta or the City.” Mr
Mannoun concluded.

Media: Lance Northey 0429
892 639
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Cumberland Council launches the 1000 Books
Before Kindergarten early literacy program

Children in Cumberland are be-
ing encouraged to read 1000
books before reaching Kinder-
garten as part of a new early lit-
eracy reading initiative.

The 1000 Books Before Kinder-
garten program was recently
launched at Granville Library
and aims to foster a love for
reading and help improve ear-
ly literacy skills in infants and
children aged up to five years.
Cumberland Mayor Lisa Lake
said introducing books to chil-
dren at an early age can signifi-
cantly help their brain develop-
ment and improve academic
and language skills.

“Australian Early Development
Census (AEDC) data shows 23
percent of children in Cumber-
land are developmentally vul-
nerable when they start school,
particularly in the areas of their
language, social skills and com-
munication” said Mayor Lake.

“The 1000 Books Before Kin-
dergarten program is a great
initiative to engage with fami-
lies and lay the foundations
for literacy and education at a
young age. We invite all par-
ents in our community to regis-
ter their infant or child into this
new exciting program to help
them develop the skills needed
for success at school and be-
yond.”

The program is flexible and rec-
ognises that diverse reading
experiences contribute to early
literacy foundation, this allows

parents to incorporate a variety
of reading materials including
books in any language, books

from home, the library, story
time sessions, playgroups and
books read at childcare.

To participate, parents can eas-
ily register online or visit any
library in the Cumberland Local
Government Area. Once reg-
istered, participants can pick
up a FREE starter pack, which
includes a reading log to track
their progress. As part of the
program, children will receive
small gifts to celebrate their
milestones.

To register online or to find out
more information, visit. https://
www.cumberland.nsw.gov.
au/1000-books-kindergarten

90 PER CENT OF LOCAL
WORKERS TO GET A BIG-
GER TAX CUT

Jason Clare MP, with the Federal Treasurer Jim Chalmers

The Albanese Government is
delivering a tax cut for every
taxpayer in the Bankstown and
Auburn area starting on 1 July.
Almost 63,000 people, or 90
per cent of local taxpayers, will
receive a bigger tax cut than
they would have under the plan
Scott Morrison legislated five
years ago.

Labor’s new tax cuts are de-
signed to provide cost-of-living
relief to middle Australia while
making our tax system fairer.
The average tax cut will be
$1,223.

The average Australian wage
earner on $13,000 per annum
will receive a tax cut of $1,504
which is more than $800 extra
in their pocket each year than
they would have received under
Scott Morrison’s proposal.

To find out how much you will
benefit from Labor’s tax cuts,
use the calculator on the Trea-

sury website: www.treasury.
gov.aultax-cuts/calculator
Quotes attributable to Treasur-
er Jim Chalmers:

“We’re giving a tax cut to every
taxpayer in 2024.

“This is about more help with
the cost-of-living and more help
for middle Australia.

“This is the right and responsi-
ble thing to do - to deliver more
relief for more workers without
adding to inflationary pressures
or burdening the budget.”

Quotes attributable to Member
for Blaxland, Jason Clare MP:
“Every taxpayer in our commu-
nity will now get a tax cut from
1 July.

“90 per cent of local workers
will receive a bigger tax cut,
helping to put more cash back
into people’s pockets when
they need it most.”

1300 558 878 | ticketmaster.com.au
8988 5611 | ticketsau.shenyun.com

b

ShenYun.com/Sydney EI

Presented by Falun Dafa Association of Australia Inc
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Jim Chalmers says claims he’s tar-
geting tradies with new fuel stan-

dards are ‘absolute rubbish’

The Albanese government
has been accused of com-
ing after tradies by eyeing
off major changes to Aus-
tralia’s car industry.

Jim Chalmers has
quashed claims tradies
could soon face price
hikes on utes under a plan
to overhaul the nation’s
fuel efficiency standards.

The changes would in-
centivise the car industry
to boost the sales of low
and zero emissions vehi-
cles or face fines for sell-
ing too many fuel-hungry
cars.

Motoring bodies have
warned that tradies and
families could have fewer
choices if popular utes,
four-wheel drives and
light commercial vehicles
were phased out of the
market before there are
EV alternatives.

But speaking with Nine,
the Treasurer dismissed
suggestions the change

amounted to a “tradie
tax”.
“That’s absolute rub-

bish. This is about getting
costs down rather than
up,” he said.

“There’s absolutely no
evidence that it pushes
up the prices of utes and
cars. The Americans have
had this for something
like 50 years and they
love their pick-up trucks.
“It doesn’t tell anyone
what kind of car to buy or
what kind of ute to buy. It
just means there are more
options for people who
want to get a more fuel-ef-
ficient vehicle to get their
costs down.”

The Albanese govern-
ment says the new rules
would bring Australia in
line with most other ma-
jor economies and save
motorists about $1000 a
year in average fuel costs
by 2028.

While particular mod-
els won’t be banned, car
brands would be bound
by a cap on average emis-

)

The Treasurer insisted the rules would save Australians money. Pic-
ture: NCA NewsWire | Valeriu Campan

New fuel efficiency standards, unveiled on Sunday, are designed to
drive the uptake of low and zero emissions vehicles. Picture: NCA

NewsWire | Naomi Jellicoe
sions, which the govern-
ment proposes to slash

by 60 per cent by the end
of the decade.
Energy and  Climate

Change Minister Chris
Bowens said the changes
would give consumers
access to cars they were
“currently missing out
on”.

“When it comes to EVs
and hybrids, there are 150
models or more available
in the United States and
New Zealand but under
100 available in Austra-
lia,” he said.

But not everyone is con-
vinced.

Federal Chamber of Au-
tomotive Industries chief
executive Tony Weber
said while there was
no question combus-
tion engines were on the
way out, the government
needed to stump up the
cash in order to meet its
ambitious target.

“We are not unhappy with
the plan. We’ve been call-
ing for this for over a de-
cade. It’'s something the
car manufacturer’ want,”
he told ABC Radio.

“The question here is ..
the 60 per cent improve-
ment in just five years for

a mature industry. Can we
meet that challenge? And
at what price point can
we meet that challenge.
And what products can
we actually provide to the
market, given that chal-
lenge? ”

While the government
has touted the rules were
modelled after the US, Mr
Weber said it lacked one
crucial element.

“It is not a US scheme
they are putting on the ta-
ble from what we can see
because in the US there
are enormous incentives
provided,” he said.
“Incentives provided to
the manufacturer to sub-
side production and then
there are incentives pro-
vided to consumers to
buy the vehicle.”

Finance Minister Katy
Gallagher said the gov-
ernment would “deal with
stakeholders seeking ad-
ditional support”.

“We look at all of these
matters as they come,”
she said.

The government will con-
tinue to consult on the
standard and plans to
introduce a regulator to
oversee compliance be-
fore year’s end.

Biggest loser in Albanese govern-
ment’s stage-3 tax shakeup revealed

With the first parliamen-
tary sitting week of the
year set to be dominated
by tax, a new report lays
bare the biggest loser in
the shakeup.

The biggest loser from the
Albanese government’s
revised tax plan may end
up being the federal bud-
get, especially if future
Coalition governments re-
introduce cuts for higher
earners.

New analysis from the
Grattan Institute shows
the tax plan the Albanese
government will introduce
to parliament this week
will cost the budget a sim-
ilar amount to what the
original stage 3 plan was
forecast to cost — about
$20bn a year.

But, the paper found that
if a future Coalition gov-
ernment were to reintro-
duce the original benefits
for high income earners
while keeping the tax cuts
for low- and middle-in-
come earners outlined in
Labor’s plan, that would
add a further $10bn a year
strain on the budget, or
an extra $115bn over the
decade.

Opposition Leader Peter
Dutton on Friday indicat-
ed the Coalition wouldn’t
stand in the way of tax
cuts to low- and middle-
income Australians, stat-
ing the Liberals are “the
party of lower taxes”, but
the final position will be
determined in a party room
meeting on Tuesday.

The Coalition could wave
the bill through, could
try and introduce amend-
ments to reinstate parts
— or all — of the original
stage 3 in addition to La-
bor’s changes, or could
block it.

But moving to reinstate
the full plan — flattening
the rate for all taxable in-
comes between $45,000
to 200,000 fo 30 per
cent, and pushing that
upper limit back up from
$190,000 — as well as
agreeing to tax breaks for

INAL
CLUB
RALIA

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese says the changes to the tax cuts would
benefit all Australian taxpayers. Picture: NCA NewsWire | Martin Ollman

low- and middle- income
earners would cost the

budget.

Labor’s revisions  will
mean incomes between
$18,200 and $45,000

will be taxed at a lower
rate of 16 per cent The
30 per cent bracket will
be extended to cover in-
comes between $45,000
and $135,000, and the 31
per cent bracket will re-
main for incomes between
$135,000 and $190,000.
Above that, a 45 per cent
rate will apply.

More than 11.5 million
taxpayers will be better off
under Labor’s changes,
while about 1.1 million
people earning more than
$150,000 will receive only
half of the original, prom-
ised, tax cuts.

The Grattan Institute said
while Labor’s tax cuts
would overwhelmingly
benefit Australian taxpay-
ers, it would limit any sig-
nificant overhauls to the
broader taxation system.
The statement came days
after independent MP Al-
legra Spender told the
National Press Club Aus-
tralia needed “ambitious”
tax reform, beyond tinker-
ing with the edges of tax
policy,

“These tax cuts will also
make it harder for the gov-
ernment to make other
growth-boosting tax re-
forms, such as raising the
GST to fund cuts to other,
less efficient taxes,” the
institute said.

“Such reforms typically
cost the budget revenue
as extra money is paid out
to compensate the losers.

The commitment of both
major parties to big in-
come tax cuts now, means
there will be less money in
future to ‘buy’ more worth-
while reforms.”

Under the Coalition’s origi-
nal stage 3 plan, which was
designed to target bracket
creep, the 31 per cent tax
bracket would have been
abolished and all taxable
incomes between $45,000
and $200,000 would have
been taxed at 30 per cent
from July 1, with incomes
above that taxed at A5 per
cent.

The Opposition says the
changes will make bracket
creep worse in the long
term, pointing to the fact
they increase tax revenue
by $28bn over 10 years,
compared to the original
stage 3 tax cuts.

The Grattan paper also
found bracket creep would
erode the value of Labor’s
tax cuts over time, but ul-
timately middle-Australia
would win in the long
term.

The analysis found the
share of people with a
taxable income between
$135,000 and $190,000
will rise from seven per
cent in 2024-25 to 13 per
centin 2033-34.

The share of people in the
top bracket is expected to
double over the next de-
cade, from six per cent to
12 per cent.

But, ultimately, the paper
found the vast bulk of
Australia taxpayers would
benefit from the revised
package, “despite the im-
pact of bracket creep over
the next decade”.
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summer,”
said.
“And as the treasury has
made clear, on Decem-
ber 11, they conveyed
to colleagues .. that they
thought that using the tax
system would be an ap-
propriate way to provide
more cost-of-living relief
to more people, without
putting extra pressure on
inflation.

“It became increasingly
clear to us in the lead-up
to the cabinet decision,
that the tax system had
an important role to play
there.”

The inquiry earlier this
week heard from senior
public servants that it was
the idea of treasury secre-
tary, Steven Kennedy, to
tinker with the income tax
system to provide cost-
of-living measures that
wouldn’t put pressure on
inflation.

Fresh face in the senate
Meanwhile, there was a
fresh face introduced to
the Senate on Wednesday
afternoon.

Victorian senator Raff Cic-
cone beamed as he held
his newly arrived bundle
of joy, Amato, following
question time.

He was quickly ambushed
by the Labor benches as
they cooed over the new-
est member of the team.
Baby Amato’s time in the
spotlight comes just a day
after Senator Wong name
dropped him in the cham-
ber.

“I also welcome (Senator
Ciccone) back and take
the opportunity, again, to
congratulate him and Sar-
ah on the beautiful Amato,
who we had the pleasure
of meeting yesterday, al-
though he was asleep,” he
said.

It’'s been a busy couple
of days in the capital for
the youngin, who was
pictured cuddling up with
the Prime Minister also on
Monday.

Mr Chalmers

‘No evidence’ new stan-
dards will mean expen-
sive cars

There is no evidence car
prices in Australia will
rise under new rules to
overhaul the nation’s fuel
efficiency standards, Ag-

riculture Minister Murray
Watt says.

Nationals senator Bridget
McKenzie took the gov-
ernment to task over the
standards which would in-
centivise the car industry
to boost the sales of low
and zero emissions vehi-
cles or face fines for sell-
ing too many fuel-hungry
cars.

“Will you provide a clear
guarantee to the Austra-
lian people that there will
be no increase in the pur-
chase price of any model
of four wheel drive, ute or
SUVs? ” she asked.
Senator Wait said there
was “no evidence” what-
soever from international
experience of a price in-
crease after changes to
fuel standards.

“What we have, as expect-
ed, is the same scare cam-
paigns from the National
Party. What we have is
‘ending the weekend Mark
II',” he responded.

The answer was a call
back to the rhetoric used
by Scoit Morrison back
in 2019 when he claimed
then-Labor leader Bill
Shorten’s plan to boost
EV sales was him trying
to “end the weekend” of
Aussies who loved their
four-wheel drives.

Senator McKenzie then
pressed whether the gov-
ernment would release
the modelling behind the
plan.

He encouraged her to read
the impact statement re-
leased by Transport Min-
ister Catherine King and
Climate Change Minister
Chris Bowen.

“You'’ll probably find a lot
of answers to the ques-
tions she asked in there,”
he said.

“It’'s been a good nego-
tiation, we’ve pushed the
government really hard to
make this legislation work
to provide the flexibility
that is needed and there
is a huge amount in it,” he
told Sky News.

Fiery clash over tax cuts
Sunrise host Natalie Barr
has had to break up a fiery
clash between two politi-
cians over Labor’s chang-
es in tax cuts.

Clare O’Neil and Jane
Hume traded barbs over

accusations the tax chang-
es were politically driven.
In a tense exchange on
Tuesday, Ms O’Neil was
interrupted after she cited
polls found two-thirds of
Aussie voters were behind
Labor’s stage 3 tax cuts.
“l just get frustrated be-
cause all | hear from the
Liberals is politics, poli-
tics, politics. This is not
about politics, this is about
people,” Ms O’Neil said.
Senator Hume quickly in-
terjected to claim that La-
bor’s tax overhaul was an
attempt to drum up sup-
port ahead of a by-election
in Victoria’s marginal seat
of Dunkley in early March.

“Nonsense. This is about
a by-election,” Senator
Hume interrupted
Ms O’Neil fired back: “If |
could finish the sentence,
that would be so nice.”
The Home Affairs Minis-
ter went on to mention
Wednesday’s Internation-
al Women’s Day, claiming
that “90 per cent” of wom-
en in the country will ben-
efit from the government’s
stage 3 tax cuts.

Senator Hume then redi-
rected her attack to Prime
Minister Anthony Alba-
nese, calling him a “liar”,
prompting Sunrise host
Natalie Barr to step in.
“Can we please be kind
and respectful to each
other? ” Barr pleaded.
Albo spruiks tax cut vic-
tory

Mr Albanese has revelled
in his tax cuts victory after
Peter Dutton and the Co-
alition reluctantly buckled
to Labor’s plan.

Running a victory lap on
Wednesday, Mr Albanese
declared his revamped tax
cuts would ensure Austra-
lian women weren’t being
“left behind”.

“Ninety per cent of women
will get a larger tax cut
than they were going to
get, and 100 per cent of
women will get a tax cut,”
he told reporters.

“When you look at the
impact, as well as the
930,000 extra hours per
week that will go into la-
bour supply, a lot of that
is women returning to
work, it’'s people working
parit-time as they juggle
the duties of caring for
children.”

Under the changes, tax
cuts to high-income earn-
ers will be redistributed
to workers earning under
$150,000.

The lowest tax bracket
will be reduced from 19
per cent to 16 per cent for
earnings under $45,000
and the 31 per cent tax
rate will be retained for
those earning between
$135,000 and $190,000.
Nationals MP David Lit-

tleproud slammed the
policy as a “short-term
solution”.

“You’re not addressing
the drivers of inflation and
this is a short-term solu-
tion that has blown up
long-term tax reform in
five months,” he said on
Wednesday.

The Coalition has vowed
to unveil a new tax policy
ahead of the next election,
deputy Liberal leader Sus-
san Ley said.

“We won’t stand in the
way of these tax cuts. but
we will also bring policy
that deals with tax reform
in this country and deals
with bracket creep,” she
said.

Negative gearing should
be on the table: cross-
bench

Mr Albanese is under pres-
sure to make changes to
negative gearing as two of
the Senate’s kingmakers
call for more to be done
on tax reform.

The Prime Minister deflect-
ed a grilling about whether
Labor had plans to revisit
the contentious plan to
wind back the scheme it
took to the 2019 election
during question time on
Tuesday.

But senators Jacqui Lam-
bie and David Pocock —
who hold a crucial swing
vote in the upper house —
have said they want nega-
tive gearing on the table
as part of action on the
housing crisis.

“The gall of some of these
politicians who have mul-
tiple investment properties
to get out up there and say
we cannot touch negative
gearing and capital gains
tax discount — | think they
have to be on the table,”
Senator Pocock told ABC
Radio.

“If we want to turn this
ship around and have

housing is something
that everyone in our com-
munity can afford and to
not have housing where
it’'s arguably easier to
buy your second house
than it is your first house
then you’ve got to look
at the tax system and the
capital gains tax discount
and negative gearing are
something that we’re go-
ing to have to have a dis-
cussion about.

“But you know you look at
the hysteria, led by people
who have multiple proper-
ties.”

The Tasmanian senator
agreed, asking pollies who
were listening to the radio
program on Wednesday
morning:  “How many
houses do you need to in-
vest?”

“I just remind those people
they can’t take that money
with them when they’re 10
foot under .. It is part of the
reason that we’re having a
housing crisis out there.”
Later, Victorian senator
Lidia Thorpe also threw
her support behind wind-
ing back negative gear-
ing. It means the govern-
ment, should the move to
act, theoretically has the
numbers to wind back the
scheme.

Treasurer Jim Chalmers
has previously said the
government was “not con-
templating or considering
resurrecting the policies
that we took to the 2019
election”.

Negative gearing occurs
when the cost of owning a
rental property outweighs
the income it generates
each year.

This creates a taxable loss,
which can normally be off-
set against other income,
including your salary, to
provide tax savings.

The Greens got in on the
action, too, asking wheth-
er the government would
consider changing taxes
around the housing sec-
tor, like negative gearing
and capital gains conces-
sions.

Greens leader Adam
Bandt invoked Mr Alba-
nese’s own words — ask-
ing him whether, given the
government’s decision to
pivot away from legislated
stage 3 tax cuts was due
to the economic climate

of the time — the govern-
ment would do the same
to meet ongoing housing
concerns.

“We have consistently
said, including to the
Greens, that the key to
the solution for housing
in this country is housing
supply,” Mr Albanese said
in response.

‘Matter of urgency” PM
condemns violence ‘epi-
demic’

Mr Albanese has urged
men to take greater ac-
tion to reduce “shocking”
rates of violence against
women in Australia.

The Prime Minister made
the remarks at a UN Wom-
en Australia’s Internation-
al Women’s Day breakfast
at Parliament House on
Wednesday morning.

He affirmed his govern-
ment’s commitment to
take greater action to-
wards reaching gender
equality, which he said be-
gan with acknowledging a
few “hard truths”.

“One death from family
violence is one too many.
One death a week is an ep-
idemic,” Mr Albanese told
attendees.

“It is an offence against
every value we hold as
Australians. It flies in the
face of everything we say
and imagine about our-
selves as a nation.”

On average, one woman is
killed by an intimate part-
ner every week in Austra-
lia.

An estimated one in six
women aged 18 and over
have experienced vio-
lence by a partner since
the age of 15, according
to the Australian Bureau
of Statistics.

Mr Albanese said men had
to be prepared to “take
responsibility” for their
actions and attitudes to
drive genuine changes.
“All the data tells us that
men who perpetrate vio-
lence as adults are more
likely to have experienced
violence as a child,” he
said.

“We know that’s not the re-
ality for everyone. Ending
violence in a generation
means making sure it’s
not the reality for anyone
because violence against
women and children is
never acceptable.”
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David Pocock helps Albo’s IR bill over the line in win for Labor

In a major win for Anthony
Albanese, a deal has been
done to get landmark
workplace laws legislated
— including the right to
disconnect.

Millions of workers will
have the right to refuse to
monitor, read or respond
to contact from their boss-
es outside of work hours
after the Albanese govern-
ment clinched a deal to
pass its landmark work-
place relations Bill.

After securing a deal with
the Greens and indepen-
dent senator Lidia Thorpe,
ACT senator David Po-
cock pledged his support
late on Wednesday, ahead
of the expected vote on
Thursday for the second
tranche of Labor’s Closing
Loopholes Bill.

Senator Pocock’s sup-
port came with signifi-
cant amendments, namely
stronger protections and
greater rights for casual
employees and gig work-
ers, improved road safe-
ty and a strengthened
Greens’ proposal for a
right to disconnect

“The changes the cross-
bench has negotiated
make it a much simpler,
fairer bill that preserves
choice and flexibility,”
Senator Pocock said.

He said his amendments
on right to disconnect
further strengthened the
original proposal put for-
ward by the Greens in ex-
change for their support.
Senator Pocock said the
proposal would be “more
workable” now.

“Rather than an outright
prohibition on employers
contacting their employ-
ees, workers now have
a right not to monitor or
respond to unreasonable
contact outside of work
hours where they aren’t
compensated for this,” he
said.

Workers will be able to
take their employer to the
Fair Work Commission to
stop them unreasonably
contacting them outside
of work hours, and bosses
could face fines if they
persist.

Small businesses will
have extra time to adapt to
the new rules, and will be

carved out of civil penal-
ties provisions.

The right to disconnect
was heavily criticised by
employers, but Senator
Pocock said the changes
“strike the right balance
and resolve a huge num-
ber of concerns stake-
holders have raised.

The Greens, who put the
original idea to the gov-
ernment in exchange for
their support, clinched a
deal with the government
earlier on Wednesday.
“Whether you’re a nurse,
teacher, or hospo worker,
the Greens believe you
shouldn’t have to answer
calls or texts from your
boss on your day off or
after hours if you’re not
being paid for it,” Greens
Leader Adam Bandt said.
Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese had earlier de-
fended the principle as
he hosed down concerns
about the protection for
employees.

“What we’re simply say-
ing is, someone who’s not
being paid 24 hours a day
shouldn’t be penalised
if they’re not online and
available 24 hours a day,”
he said.

Workplace Relations Min-
ister Tony Burke heralded
the impending passage
of the Bill, saying it gave
casual workers a “clearer
pathway to permanent
work™, with gig workers
and truckies to “finally
benefit” from minimum
standards.

“Last year we changed
the law to criminalise
wage theft and stop the
underpayment of workers
through the use of labour
hire. Now we’re poised to
close more of the work-
place loopholes that have
been undermining wages
and worker safety,” Mr
Burke said in a statement.
“The government thanks
the Senate crossbenchers
for their consecutive en-
gagement.”

‘Overreach’ Jacqui Lam-
bie’s bold claim

Earlier, senate kingmaker
Jacqui Lambie has brand-
ed the right to disconnect
as an overreach that has
no business being includ-
ed in the legislation.

Senators Jacqui Lambie and David Pocock are still holding out on IR. Picture: NCA NewsWire | Martin Ollman

“Nobody has ever spoken
to me in the 10 years I've
been in and out of politics
about phone calls after
hours — not one person,”
she told ABC Radio.

“I just think if there’s not a
problem why are we trying
to fix it? ”

It comes as the chief ex-
ecutives of Australia’s
peak business lobbies,
the Australian Chamber of
Commerce and Industry,
Business NSW and the
Tasmanian Chamber of
Commerce and Industry,
expressed frustration at
workers’ new right to dis-
connect.

“Most of our members
are small businesses that
contribute so much, and
we will burden them with
additional constraints and
costs,” they wrote.

“A one-size-fits-all ap-
proach to the casual la-
bour market, in an econo-
my that is already short of
essential skills, could not
come at a worse time.”
‘Notthe Academy Awards™:
QT erupts

Question Time erupted
into applause on Wednes-
day afternoon, causing
Speaker Milton Dick to
remind parliamentarians
they were not at the Acad-
emy Awards.

It followed a Jack Nichol-
son-off between Mr Alba-
nese and Coalition front
bencher Dan Tehan.

A day earlier, Mr Albanese
had made reference to a
line in the ABC docu-se-
ries Nemesis about now-
Opposition Leader Peter
Dutton, and his promise to
“smile more”.

“I was reminded that the
Leader of the Opposition,

his big commitment to be
made leader was going
to be like Little Miss Sun-
shine. Instead, he gave
us Jack Nicholson in The
Shining smashing through
the walls, full of negativity,
full of abuse,” Mr Albanese
said on Tuesday.

A day later, Nicholson re-
mained front-of-mind af-
ter Mr Albanese fielded a
question from a Coalition
backbencher, who “wasn’t
a part of the circus that we
have seen on Nemesis”.
“Some people asked me
last night why, of all the
Jack Nicholson movies,
I picked The Shining? ” A
jovial Mr Albanese told the
chamber.

“Well, it couldn’t be A Few
Good Men .. It certainly
couldn’t be Terms of En-
dearment.”

Stifling a laugh, Mr Dick
asked the Prime Minister
to pause and the house
to come to order, as Mr
Tehan asked for a point of
order on relevance.

“You can’t handle the
truth,” Mr Tehan said be-
fore being cut off.

Mr Dick told him to leave
the chamber, prompting
the Coalition to burst into
applause.

“This is Question Time,
not the Academy Awards,”
the speaker said.

Broken promises and bad
decisions

Question Time on Wednes-
day was dominated by La-
bor spruiking their cost-
of-living tax cuts, while
the Coalition sought to
undermine all of the gov-
ernment’s promises and
set up Mr Albanese as an
untrustworthy leader.

The first question Opposi-

tion Leader Peter Dutton
put to the Prime Minister
was whether “every Aus-
tralian (is) worse off as
a result of your broken
promises and bad deci-
sions”.

Mr Albanese used it as a
springboard to launch into
the same attack of the Co-
alition he’s been running
all week.

“If they really thought
their system was better,
they’d be voting against
it and promising to roll it
back. Unless they do that,
unless they do that — and
who knows, they change
their position every day —
it’s still possible,” he said.
“Now they’re voting for
it”

“Recycled scare cam-
paign”

Meanwhile, in the Senate,
an attempt to land a blow
on the Labor over the
changes to the stage 3 tax
cuts has been laughed off
by Foreign Minister Penny
Wong.

Senator Wong — who rep-
resents the Prime Minister
in the upper house — was
repeatedly asked how
Australians could trust Mr
Albanese given up until
last month, he was com-
mitted to the original tax
cuts.

Opposition finance
spokesperson Jane Hume
questioned whether that
same commitment could
be extended towards
negative gearing or tax
exemption on the family
home.

The Labor Senator turned
to her frontbench, laughed,
before standing to her feet
to launch her counterat-
tack.

“You know what’s in the
bottom drawer, this pa-
thetic, recycled scare
campaign,” Senator Wong
hit back.

Senator Wong told the
chamber she would not be
playing the “rule in, rule
out game”.

Meanwhile, Labor sought
to spruik the benefits of the
tax plan, which redistrib-
utes tax cuts from higher
income earners to those
earning under $150,000,
with several senators ask-
ing about the benefits of
the plan for women.

Tax indexation out of the
question: Labor
Treasurer Jim Chalmers
has shut down the idea of
implementing tax index-
ation to deal with bracket
creep.

Fielding a question from
independent MP Zoe Dan-
iel, Mr Chalmers acknowl-
edged the impact bracket
creep has on take-home
pay, but said there “is
more than one way to re-
turn bracket creep to hard-
working Australians”.

A major criticism of the
government’s changes to
the legislated-stage 3 tax
cuts is that it won’t deal
with bracket creep, which
is where inflation and oth-
er factors push wages up
to a higher tax bracket.
“We’re not proposing to
index the thresholds .. But
we have found a very effec-
tive way to return bracket
creep to more people,” Mr
Chalmers said.

“You can return bracket
creep in a number of ways
. Our responsibility and
our objective is to return
more bracket creep to
middle Australia.*

Earlier, he outlined the
timeline of how conten-
tious changes to the stage
3 tax cuts came about.
After fielding a question
from shadow treasurer An-
gus Taylor, Mr Chalmers
reiterated what treasury
officials told a Coalition-
led inquiry on Monday.
“The Prime Minister and |
. wanted to do something
bigger and broader with-
out putting extra pressure
on inflation. We made that
clear over the course of
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