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- New homes
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AFIC Supports International Calls for

Macquarie Fields Statlon Upgrade

Halt in Rafah Amid Escalating Conflict

The Australian Federation
of Islamic Councils (AFIC)
stands with the interna-
tional community, includ-
ing Australia, in concerns
over the humanitarian im-
pact of ongoing military
operations by Israel in
Rafah, Gaza. The situation
has escalated following a
significant air assault by
Israel on Rafah this past
Sunday night, raising fears
of the ground invasion that
could have catastrophic
consequences for the ci-
vilian population.

‘But more must be done
and it’s imperative to move
from mere words into real
and immediate action’. Dr.
Rateb Jneid, President of
AFIC said.

As the conflict intensifies,
over 1.5 million Palestin-
ians have been herded
into Rafah, fleeing the hor-
rors of the massacre. The
international community,
echoed by statements
from the Australian Prime
Minister, has made a uni-
fied call urging Israel to
reconsider its approach
in Rafah. “Civilians must
not suffer due to efforts to
counteract Hamas,” repre-
sents a collective demand
for restraint and a strate-
gic reassessment to pre-
vent further humanitarian

disasters.
The situation is dire, with
casualties exceeding

Dr Rateb Jneid, President of AFIC

28,000, including deaths
among those seeking shel-
ter. This underscores the
urgent need for a peaceful
resolution and the protec-
tion of civilian lives. Dr.
Rateb Jneid emphasises
the critical humanitarian
toll in Rafah, questioning
the inaction in the face of
such tragedy. “How many
children and people must
die before we act rather
than just talk? ” he asks,
highlighting the necessity
for immediate and deci-
sive action.

AFIC, alongside the global
community, calls for an
immediate cessation of
hostilities. There is a push
for the deployment of in-
dependent observers to
verify facts on the ground,
moving beyond hearsay
and unverified claims.
This comes in the wake of
decisions such as the sus-

pension of aid to UNRWA,
underscoring the need for
informed, fact-based inter-
national responses to the
crisis in Rafah.

The Australian Federation
of Islamic Councils calls
more substantial action
by the Australian Govern-
ment in concert with the
international community,
beyond mere calls to stop
the violence, to protect
the innocent and ensure a
peaceful resolution to the
conflict.

AFIC, established in 1964,
stands as the Peak Mus-
lim Organisation in Aus-
tralia, with a rich history
of pioneering numerous
community services and
actively advocating for the
rights and representation
of the Muslim community.

Authorised:

Dr Rateb Jneid

President of AFIC
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The Member for Werriwa,
Ms Anne Stanley MP, wel-
comes the announcement
by the NSW Government
to upgrade the Macqua-
rie Fields train station as
part of its $800.7T million
Safe Accessible Transport
Plan.

The station, operating
since 1888, is only acces-
sible via stairs, excluding
many vulnerable members
of the community and par-
ents with prams.

The NSW Government has
committed to building a
new footbridge with lifts,
stairs, a covered walkway
to the platforms, a new
family accessible toilet, im-
proved lighting and CCTV.
Additionally, upgrades
will include six accessible
parking spaces, two new
accessible drop-off spaces
and a relocated bus stop
on Railway Parade.
Residents are encouraged
to have their say on the
draft concept design once
it is made available.

Member for Werriwa, Ms Anne Stanley MP

Construction is expect-
ed to commence in late
2024, subject to planning
approvals, with working
expected to take approxi-
mately 18 months.

Quotes attributable to the
Member for Werriwa, Ms
Anne Stanley MP:

“This is the culmination
of years of advocacy with
the Hon Anoulack Chan-

thivong MP. | thank all the
members of the communi-
ty that have supported our
campaign.

“It is a great and long over-
due win for the Macquarie
Fields community by a La-
bor Government.”

Media Contact:

Anne Stanley MP (Alaa Ah-
mad):

PH: (02) 8783 0977
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Wayside Chapel chief executive John Owen is seeing more people through the doors. Picture: NCA News-

Wire 1 Nikki Short

The city is facing a “tsu-
nami” as rents continue
to climb and an increasing
number of people are just
one rent rise away from di-
saster.

Syndey is facing a “home-
lessness tsunami” as the
country battles a cost-of-
living crisis.

Scattered throughout Syd-
ney’s most affluent sub-
urbs are makeshifts homes
set up on foothpaths, often
next to empty buildings.
And as rents continue to
climb, an increasing num-
ber of people are just one
rent rise away from home-
lessness, experts warn.
NCA NewsWire meets a
man who has been living
on the streets for the past
four years and learns about
the tragic but simple way
he found himself here.

In Potits Point, surrounded
by million-dollar homes
and fancy restaurants,
there’s a home with no
doors or windows.

The makeshift Orwell St
home boasts two mat-
tresses, a large tent for
storage and about 20
sleeping bags that are
loaned to rough sleepers
as needed.

Propped on a wall is a
framed print that reads
“Home is where the heart
is”.

On the right side of the
camp, the words “Do not
do drugs here” are written
into the wall.

Abdul Elomar has lived
at the encampment since
October 2023, but he has
been living on the streets

since 2020.

His life began to spiral
after his son, Omar, was
killed. He was just 18 at
the time.

Mr Elomar admits his life
was far from perfect be-
fore then, but he was never
homeless.

“l was an addict, | was liv-
ing in and out of accom-
modation but | was not
homeless,” he says.

“After I lost my son, | can’t
even hold a job down for
a week. It’s no one’s fault,
it's my fault — but | can’t
stop drinking, | turned to
drugs, I've been to rehab.”
He found himself perma-
nently living at the en-
campment after another
man who lived there of-
fered to share the space.
“There were a few rainy
days and he said to me,
‘Come stay here’,” Mr Elo-
mar says.

While the improvised home
makes the people who live
there vulnerable to theft,
the spot protects them
from the elements.

The awning blocks the rain
and sun, and the narrow
street acts like a wind tun-
nel, which takes the sting
out of a 40C day.

Mr Elomar describes the
makeshift home as “Way-
side After Hours”, refer-
encing the not-for-profit
mission and community
centre just a street over.
“We get all these people
who have been out for four
or five days and they have
nowhere to go,” he says.
“We’ve got so many sleep-
ing bags, and people will

come and ask us for a
sleeping bag and we’ll give
them one.”

Encampments like the one
on Orwell St are part of a
growing trend of home-
lessness and housing
insecurity spurred on by
growing rents, rising cost
of living, and a crisis in the
availability of temporary
housing in NSW.

An influx of more people
needing help has increased
pressure on community
programs that offer food
and care.

In the past quarter, Way-
side Chapel chief executive
and pastor Jon Owen has
seen “almost a doubling”
of people seeking food, ba-
sic amenities like toiletries,
socks and underwear and
emergency support, espe-
cially housing.

“We’re seeing a lot more
people who have been
holding it together for 12
to 18 months and they
haven’t been able to sus-
tain it,” he says.

In the 12 months to Sep-
tember 2023, the Way-
side Chapel recorded a 64
per cent increase in daily
visitors, an 88 per cent
increase in the amount of
food provided and a 53 per
cent increase in clothes,
underwear and socks pro-
vided.

It’s also reported a 126
per cent increase in the in-
stances of care co-ordina-
tion required by visitors.
Mr Owen knows most of
the Wayside community on
a first-name basis, includ-
ing those who live at the

crisis facing Sydney

.

A woman walks past a makeshift home set up in Kings Cross. Picture: NCA NewsWire | Nikki Short

Orwell St encampment.

He says he’s noticed a
“growing small number” of
encampments increasing
in the affluent suburbs of
Potts Point, Darlinghurst
and Kings Cross as people
“congregate for safety and
security”.

“We lose a lot more people
in this time of the year than
we do in winter,” he says.
Warm nights, which in-
creases the rates of rats
roaming the street, mean
the homeless aren’t able
to get a good, or safe,
night’s sleep and instead
attempt to nap during the
day when the heat and hu-
midity are at its worst.

Mr Owen says they can re-
sort to using alcohol as a
sleep aid, resulting in se-
vere dehydration.

“It’s a really critical time of
year, particularly as ser-
vices like ours have been
under sustained pres-
sure,” he says.

According to the most re-
cent data, the number of
people rough sleeping in
NSW is growing.

Figures from the 2023
NSW street count record-

.

Homelessness has been a growing concern in Sydney. Picture: NCA NewsWire | Jeremy Piper

ed 1623 people sleeping
rough between February 2
to 21,2023 —a 34 per cent
year-on-year increase.

The City of Sydney local
government area reported
the third highest increase
in figures, with numbers
increasing by 23 per cent
from 225 to 271.

However, Homelessness
NSW chief Dom Rowe
says visible homeless-
ness — like rough sleepers
— is merely the tip of the
iceberg, with NSW facing a
“homelessness tsunami’.
“For every person who
sets up camp in a park,
there are dozens who are
forced to remain in a vio-
lent or unsafe home or
spend their days looking
for the next couch to sleep
on,” Ms Rowe says.
However, while frontline
providers, like emergen-
cy or temporary housing
services are already at
“breaking point”, many ex-
pect the demand will only
increase, Ms Rowe says.
“An increasing number of
people are just one rent
rise away from homeless-
ness because of rising
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costs, vanishing rental
availability,” she says.

“If two people walk into a
frontline  homelessness
provider in NSW needing
temporary  accommoda-
tion today — whether it be
in inner Sydney or the re-
gions — one of them will be
turned away.”

NSW Treasurer Daniel
Mookhey warned this week
that Sydney was facing a
San Francisco-like hous-
ing shortage.

In San Francisco, a lot of
middle-class people are
lining up at soup kitchens
and homeless shelters
as they are unable to pay
for both rent and food, he
says.

“That is the fate that awaits
when you have a city that
doesn’t think about how
it’s going to grow,” he told
2GB.

The NSW government’s
plan to combat the issue
is widespread high-rise re-
zoning.

Under the plan, six-storey
blocks will be allowed
within 400m of more than
30 of the city’s train sta-
tions.
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Full list of murderers and sex offend- AnthonyAlbaneseholdsfirmas Greens
ers let loose after High Court ruling

The PM is under fire after it
emerged seven murderers,
317 sex offenders and 12 vio-
lent criminals were released
from immigration detention.
Further arrests of High Court
released detainees have
been revealed this which
raises questions over how
much longer Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese can..
Anthony Albanese is under
fire after it emerged seven
murderers, 31 sex offend-
ers and 12 violent criminals
were released from immi-
gration detention last year
in the wake of a High Court
ruling.

The federal government
argues it was given little
choice other than to release
the 149 detainees after the
High Court ruled that gov-
ernment-imposed indefinite
detention is unlawful.

But the Coalition argues
they should have done more
to have a preventive deten-
tion regime in anticipation
of the judicial ruling.
Following the decision, 80
people — mostly refugees
but also some held for other
reasons — were released im-
mediately into the commu-
nity, with experts warning
300 more cases could also
be affected by the decision.
But now new documents
have detailed the fallout with
the Department of Home Af-
fairs revealing new details
about the so-called NZYQ
cohort on Monday.
Documents tabled in the
Senate on Monday morning
reveal the 149 detainees
released also included 16
domestic violence offend-
ers, 13 drug traffickers, and
five people convicted of
people smuggling or other
crimes of international sig-
nificance.

Just five of those released
had committed low-level
crimes, or were not criminal
offenders.

Liberal frontbencher James
Paterson said the govern-
ment was also yet to make a
single preventive detention
application under new laws
introduced last year.

“Not one of them has been
locked up under the preven-
tive detention scheme,” he
said.

Aliyawar Yawari allegedly indecently assaulted a woman after being re-

leased. Picture: TNews

Emran Dad, a former detainee who
was arrested in Dandenong. Pic-
ture: Supplied

“It’'s now nearly two months
since the parliament passed
the preventive detention

scheme, under pressure
from the opposition. They
haven’t applied to have one
of these violent offenders
taken off the streets.

“They have reoffended
against Australians, they’ve
been charged 18 times. |
would be deeply concerned
if any of these people were
on the streets.”

In response to Coalition
questions seeking informa-
tion on the offences individ-
uals in the cohort had been
convicted of, the department
revealed that those released
included:

- 12 convicted for assault
and violent offending, kid-
napping, armed robbery

« 37 for sexually based of-
fending, including child sex
offending

- 16 for domestic violence
and stalking

- 13 for serious drug offend-
ing

- Seven for murder and at-
tempted murder

 There were fewer than five
people released with “low
level or no criminality”

“There’s no good excuse
here,” Senator Patterson
said. “We know that the
minister had a very long
break over the summer. Per-
haps the officials had a long
break too.”

The original landmark case
involved a stateless Roh-
ingya man born in the mid-
1990s, who arrived in Aus-
tralia by boat in 2012, and
after was granted a bridging
visa in 2014.

He was subsequently con-
victed over a sexual of-
fence against a child two
years later, and on release
from prison, he was placed
in immigration detention in
2018.

As a result of his conviction
over a child sex offence, it
was determined that he was
no longer owed a protection
visa, and because he could
not be returned to his home-
land he was effectively kept
in indefinite detention.
Liberal leader Peter Dutton
pushed for Labor to re-de-
tain a cohort of non-citizens
who cannot be deported in
the wake of the High Court
ruling.

“If | was writing the govern-
ment’s policy, these people
would be back in detention
because we’re talking about
some prelty serious crimi-
nals, and the first and fore-
most thought here is for the
victims,” Mr Dutton said on
Nine’s Today program last
year.

pitch fight on negative gearing

.

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese says the Greens should support the Help to Buy scheme. Picture: NCA News-
Wire 1 Martin Ollman

Max Chandler-Mather wants the government to overhaul negative gearing
and capital gains tax concessions. Picture: NCA NewsWire | Martin Ollman

Anthony Albanese says
he won’t be held to ran-
som by the Greens, as the
minor party threatens to
block a key policy unless
the government does one
thing.

Anthony Albanese has
vowed to stare down the
Greens after they threat-
ened to hold up the gov-
ernment’s next tranche of
housing reforms.

The Greens have fired the
first shot in what is set to
be another war over hous-
ing, indicating they won’t
support Labor’s Help to
Buy scheme unless the
government is prepared
to overhaul negative gear-
ing and capital gains tax
concessions.

The scheme, which Labor
hopes to pass this year,
would offer a govern-
ment equity stake to to
10,000 first home buyers
a year — essentially allow-
ing lower- and middle-
income Australians to co-
purchase a home with the
government with a smaller
deposit.

The Coalition had ruled out
its support, meaning Labor
needs the Greens and two

crossbenchers to pass the
legislation.

Greens housing spokes-
man Max Chandler-Mather
said the scheme was a
“housing lottery”  that
would only “push up house
prices” and fail to help the
majority of eligible renters
and would-be first home
buyers.

Mr Chandler-Mather said in
order to “stop pushing up”
house prices, Labor must
limit negative gearing and
capital gains tax handouts,
and redirect the saved rev-
enue to public housing.
He said “pressure works
— referencing the conces-
sions made to stage 3 tax
cuts.

“Property prices and rents
are growing way faster
than wages, putting home
ownership even further
out of reach for millions
of people, and we can’t fix
this until the government
stops handing out Dbil-
lions of dollars in tax con-
cessions to big property
investors, Mr Chandler-
Mather said.

The Prime Minister has
warned the minor party
against partaking in “ju-

2

venile” political tactics to
block the scheme.

“This shows the Greens
hypocrisy.. This (scheme)
is a way of getting people
out of the rental market
and into the home owner-
ship market,” Mr Albanese
said on Monday.

“We won’t be talking with
them about (negative
gearing). We simply this
that this (scheme) has
merit.

“If they want to argue..
If they want to block it
that’s a decision for them.
They’ll be accountable for
it”

Mr Albanese said the gov-
ernment had no plans to
tinker with the investment
property tax concessions.
“We have no intention to
(touch it),” he said.
Housing Minister Ju-
lie Collins accused the
Greens of “standing in
the way” of aspirational
Australians who wanted
to get into the property
market.

“In 2024, we’ll be deliver-
ing more help for home-
buyers, more help for
renters and more help
for Australians needing a
safe place for the night,”
she said during Question
Time.

“That’s why the Greens
and the Liberals need
to stop standing in the
way of more assistance
like Help to Buy. They’re
standing in the way of vi-
tal new assistance to help
renters into the security
of home ownership.”
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Victoria’s largest power plant shuts down
and causes electricity prices to soar

Hundreds of thousands
were left without power af-
ter Victoria’s major power
station shut down, before
wild storms knocked out
transmission lines.

Half a million Victorians
were left without power
after all four units at AGL
Energy’s Loy Yang A pow-
er station shut down and
wild storms brought down
power lines.

The Australian Energy
Market Operator (AEMO)
described the outage that
happened about 2pm on
Tuesday as “a significant
power system event”.
“The Moorabool to Syden-
ham 500 kilovolt transmis-
sion lines tripped, multiple
generators disconnected
from the grid and some
consumers experienced a
loss of electricity supply,”
the operator said.

AEMO directed AusNet
Services to enact load
shedding - cutting power
— “to keep the power sys-
tem secure.”

Victorian Energy Minister
Lily D’Ambrosio posted
on X that the situation was
‘dynamic’.

“The number of power out-
ages caused by the physi-
cal collapse of transmis-
sion towers has increased
10 500,000, ” she posted.

“AEMO is working hard to
restore power.”

Shortly after 5pm, she
posted that one unit at Loy
Yang A power station had
come back online.

“As a result forced load
shedding is no longer re-
quired to maintain grid
stability,” she said.

The minister said wild
weather had also had an
impact on power supply.
She earlier tweeted that
she had met with the CEO
of AEMO “about the cur-
rent unprecedented im-
pact of extreme weather
on our power grid” on
Tuesday afternoon.

“There are currently out-
ages affecting around
300,000 customers across

The Loy Yang A power station has a maximum capacity of 2210 mega-
watts, making it the largest power plant by capacity in the state. Picture:
Asanka RatnayakelGetty Images

the state. This is due to the
physical collapse of some
transmission lines caused
by the severe weather,”
she said.

“This a very dynamic situ-
ation, so | will provide
updates as the situation
evolves and timelines for
restoration of power be-
come clear.

“AEMO and the operators
of the transmission lines
and generators are work-
ing closely with us.”

Loy Yang is the largest
power station by capac-
ity in Victoria, capable of
a maximum capacity of
2210 megawatts and re-
portedly generates about
30 per cent of Victoria’s
power requirements.

The power station went
down at 2pm, forcing the
energy regulator to cut
power to thousands.

said the cause was due to
“multiple tripping of gen-
eration and transmission
lines” in the state, and
that it was beginning load
shedding — switching Vic-
torians off energy because
of low supply.

“To keep the power sys-
tem secure, AEMO has
directed AusNet Services
to enact load shedding,” a
spokesperson said.
“Controlled load shedding
is a mechanism AEMO
uses as an absolute last
resort to protect system
security and prevent long-
term damage to system
infrastructure.”

A heatwave warning has
been in place across Vic-
toria on Tuesday.
Electricity infrastructure

company CitiPower and
Powecor said it was work-
ing on restoring power to
over 100,000 customers
affected by storm con-
ditions also hitting the
state.

“Crews are responding
to more than 400 differ-
ent faults across western
and central Victoria, as
well as Melbourne’s inner
suburbs,” a spokesperson
said, and advised custom-
ers to stay safe in the cur-
rent conditions.

An AGL Energy spokes-
person said the company
was “currently investi-
gating” the cause of the
shutdowns at its power
station.

Wholesale power prices
in Victoria increased to
$16,600 per megawait
hour as a result of the
shutdown, a skyrocketed
price compared to usual
rates.

Weather will continue to
be poor across Victoria for
the rest of the day.

The Bureau of Meteorol-
ogy says Melbourne will
experience a maximum
temperature of 31C for
the rest of the day, with a
high chance of showers
and the chance of a thun-
derstorm in the afternoon/
evening, with the possibil-
ity of severe and damag-
ing winds, large hail and
heavy rainfall.

The Loy Yang A power
station is scheduled to
be closed by June 30,
2035, in accordance with
a Structured Transition
Agreement with the Victo-
rian Government.

Over T million phone calls made to Ser-
vices Australia put on hold last year

Greens Senator Janet Rice called the situation ‘ap-

palling’. Picture: Supplied.

The shock number of calls
put on hold or left unan-
swered by Centrelink have
been revealed.

More than seven million
phone calls made to Ser-
vices Australia were sent
to voicemail last year, it
has been revealed.

Data tabled by Services
Australia in Senate Es-
timates shows about
1,444,939 calls to the
agency received a conges-
tion message in the year to
the end of December. Ad-
ditionally, over 2 million
calls were terminated by
customers.

Currently, average phone
wait times for people try-
ing to access employment
services are currently 48
minutes.

Services Australia chief
Jarrod Howard said an
increase in staff numbers
employed at the agency
this year should see a de-
crease in wait times.

“Our strategy at the mo-
ment .. is to focus on the
processing of claims and
we do that for two-fold. and
we know that it will lead to
a reduction in people call-
ing us,” Mr Howard told
Senators on Wednesday.
Greens Senator Janet
Rice said people were in
“desperation” trying to
get through to the agency,
which oversees Centrelink,
citing testimony from a
person on a life support
machine who said they
waited three days to reach
disability services on the

phone.
“What do you say to those
people?” Senator Rice
asked.

Mr Howard said staff at

plied.

the agency were “working
hard” to answer calls and
apologised to customers
struggling to make con-
tact.

“Il acknowledge and |
apologise to any customer
who is struggling to get
through to us,” he said.
“There is not a person in
the agency that does not
want to serve customers.”
Newly-minted chief execu-
tive David Hazlehurst said
overblown wait times at

Mr Howard apologised to customers. Picture: Sup-

the agency were a result of
long-term neglect includ-
ing under-resourcing from
previous governments.

He said a new staff boost
of 3,000 people to begin
work in 2024 would make
an “enormous” difference.
“Services Australia will
continue improving our
services from across our
channels, focusing on im-
provements in claims pro-
cessing and telephony,”
he said.

The Albanese Labor Government is
Helping More Australians in South-
west Sydney into Homeownership

The Albanese Labor Gov-
ernment’s expanded Home
Guarantee Scheme has
helped over 100,000 Aus-
tralians into homeowner-

ship, including 21,111
people in New South
Wales.

That includes 1,350 Aus-
tralians in southwest Syd-
ney who have accessed
the Scheme to become ho-
meowners.

The expansion of the
Home Guarantee Scheme
delivers on the Albanese
Labor Government’s com-
mitment to help more Aus-
tralians access govern-
ment support and get into
their own home. Almost 1
in 3 first home buyers in
the 2022-2023 financial
year were supported by
the Scheme, up from one
in seven the previous fi-
nancial year.

The Albanese Labor Gov-
ernment continues to
progress on the Govern-
ment’s significant housing
reforms, including Help to

Buy.

Help to Buy will support
homebuyers with an equi-
ty contribution of up to 40
per cent for new homes,
and 30 per cent for exist-
ing homes to eligible par-
ticipants.

Homebuyers will need a 2
per cent deposit to partici-
pate in Help to Buy and will
have lower ongoing repay-
ments over the life of their
loan, providing permanent
relief.

Quotes attributable to the
Member for Werriwa, Ms
Anne Stanley MP:

“The Albanese Govern-
ment is helping to bring
homeownership back into
reach for many in our com-
munity.

“I am proud to be part of
a government that is deliv-
ering the most significant
housing reforms in a gen-
eration.”

Media Contact:

Anne Stanley MP (Alaa Ah-
mad):

PH: (02) 8783 0977
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