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RayHadley’sfoul-mouthed

rant at Anthony Albanese

The famed radio broadcast-
er had to be censored after
erupting at the prime min-
ister and other ministers
over immigration.

2GB stalwart Ray Hadley
had to be censored on his
own program after lam-
basting Anthony Albanese
and other ministers in a fi-
ery rant

On Monday morning, the
2GB host lashed out at Mr
Albanese, Immigration Min-
ister Andrew Giles, Energy
Minister Chris Bowen and
Industrial Relations Minis-
ter Tony Burke.

He labelled them “Casano-
vas” because “absolutely
everything this mob touch
mob touch they completely
and utterly f+k up”.

“That’s what they do to the
country,” he said “And if |
sound frustrated, | am, I've
sat through this before.
Hadley’s rant was sparked
by news that 30 illegal im-
migrants had arrived on a
West Australian beach with
Mr Albanese saying at a
press conference on Friday
he “hadn’t been advised
about that”.

“The person in charge of
the country, the leader
of the nation is unaware
and not smart enough to
smother it by saying look
I'm taking advice on that,”
Hadley said.

“Labor governments are
no good at protecting our
borders.

“They love illegal refugees
because once they’ve let
them in, they’re voters for
life. They’ve got the unions
and illegal refugees making
sure they stay in govern-
ment.”

Hadley claimed Labor’s
“tinkering” with Opera-
tion Sovereign Borders
had seen increased activ-
ity from Indonesian people
smugglers.

“Just like Kevin Rudd, An-
thony Albanese got rid of
the Temporary Protection
Visas (TPVs) which were a
very important part of op-
eration borders,” he said.
“And guess what here we
go again, over and over.”
Hadley also lashed Mr Bo-
wen for the new emissions
reduction plan and Mr
Burke for pushing through

legislation  that allows
workers the “right to dis-
connect” from bosses after
hours.

More than 40 asylum seek-
ers were found roaming in
remote Western Australia
on Friday.

According to NCA News-
Wire, a single boat carry-
ing the asylum seekers hit
the shores of northwestern
WA on Friday, with a large
group of 30 and a smaller
group of 13 splitting off to
wander the remote coast-
line looking for shelter.
Locals discovered the
asylum seekers, who are
believed to come from
Pakistan, Bangladesh and
India, at Beagle Bay, about
100km north of Broome,
and at Pender Bay, about
51km north of Beagle Bay.
It is not clear why the men
split up and wandered apart
after hitting the shore.

It is also understood the
men have now been relo-
cated to Nauru, where Aus-
tralia runs an offshore im-
migration detention centre.
The Australian Border
Force confirmed on Friday
it was undertaking an op-
eration in northern Western
Australia following reports
more than 20 people had
arrived by boat.

Nationals Leader David Lit-
tleproud on Sunday said
the government’s alleged
failure to anticipate and
plan for the High Court
striking down indefinite
detention and the sudden
release of 149 detainees
from had incentivised the
law-breaking.

“The damage is already
done,” he told Weekend
Today.

“You don’t get on a boat
unless you’ve got some-
thing to sell these people,”
Mr Littleproud said.

On Friday, Mr Albanese told
reporters he had no infor-
mation about the discovery
of the first group of men.
“I've been travelling in the
car, so | haven’t been ad-
vised about that,” he said.
“But our policies are clear,
which is that boats that
arrive in that fashion ..
we have policies in place
that ensure they are dealt
with.”

Albanese government to more than double surface
fleet in move to cost extra $11.1bn to budget

Australia will more than
double its number of war-
ships in a significant over-
haul to the Navy to counter
the rising threat of conflict
in our backyard.

The navy will be bolstered
by an $11.1bn budget
boost over the next de-
cade to more than double
its fleet of warships from
11 to 26 in a significant
overhaul to prepare the
most “lethal” force amid
the threat of potential con-
flict in the Indo-Pacific.
Following a sweeping
review, Australia will ac-
quire 11 new general pur-
pose frigates — the first to
be in service by the end
of the decade — and six
large “optionally crewed”
surface vessels in devel-
opment with the United
States, armed with long-
strike missiles to build an
“enhanced lethality sur-
face combatant fleet”.
While those vessels do not
require a crew, Defence
Minister Richard Marles
said the navy’s intention
was to crew them.

The planned Hunter class
frigates fleet to be built in
Adelaide will be slashed
from nine to six vessels —
but will be fully delivered
by 2043 — while three Ho-
bart class air warfare de-
stroyers will be upgraded
with air defence and long-
strike capabilities.

It follows a review of the
country’s surface fleet led
by retired US vice-admiral
William Hilarides, com-
missioned after last year’s
defence strategic review
found the military was no
longer “fit for purpose”
and the navy needed a
better combination of war-
ships to build might in a
more contested Indo-Pa-
cific.

Mr Marles said the new-
look surface fleet would
ensure the navy is “op-
timised for operations in
our current and future en-
vironment”.

The enhanced fleet will
form the “largest fleet that
we will have had since the
end of the Second World
War”, but will cost $54bn
over the next 10 years.

As the budget stands,

there is $43bn allocated in
the defence budget to the
service fleet over the next
decade, so an additional
$11.1bn will be invested,
including $1.1bn over the
forward estimates.

Mr Marles insisted the plan
was “fully funded”.

“After inheriting the old-
est surface fleet navy has
operated in its history,
this blueprint will see navy
equipped with a major sur-
face combatant fleet over
twice as large as planned
when we came to govern-
ment, with more surface
combatants in the water
sooner,” Mr Marles said.
“The delivery of an en-
hanced lethality surface
combatant fleet and sover-
eign shipbuilding industry
will help secure Austra-
lia’s economic prosperity
and trade, and help keep
Australians safe.”
Meanwhile, Australia’s
oldest currently serving
warship, HMAS Anzac,
will be immediately de-
commissioned ahead of
the gradual replacement
of the ageing Anzac-class
fleet, with new frigates to
be built overseas.

The planned number of Off-
shore Patrol Vessels being
built in WA will be halved
to six, and will eventually
form part of a planned fleet
of 25 minor war vessels.
The government will also
consider the eventual re-
placement for the Hobart-
class destroyers “in the
context of the 2026 Na-
tional Defence Strategy”.
The review found in excess
of $25 billion in “unfunded
promises” in the former
government’s acquisition
and sustainment plans.

Mr Marles said the rollout
of the plan over the next
ten years would support
more than 3700 direct
jobs, and deliver critical
infrastructure required at
South Australia’s Osborne
shipyard, and the Hender-
son shipbuilding complex
in WA.

Chief of Navy, Vice Admi-
ral JMark Hammond, said
it was a “serious invest-
ment and a serious chal-
lenge for our Navy to step
up and deliver”.

Anthony Albanese calls Peter
Dutton’s border comments ‘dis-
turbing’ as leaders trade barbs
over asylum seeker arrival

Anthony Albanese has
hit back at Peter Dut-
ton after he accused the
Prime Minister of being
“weak” over border se-
curity.

Anthony Albanese has
called Peter Dutton’s re-
action to the arrival of
asylum seekers in West-
ern Australia “disturb-
ing”, after pushing back
against the Opposition
Leader’s claims that his
government was weak
on national security.

On Friday, about 40 men,
reportedly from Pakistan
and Bangladesh, were
discovered near the small
Indigenous community of
Beagle Bay before being
flown to offshore deten-
tion for processing.

Mr Dutton has used the
arrival to launch an at-
tack against the Prime
Minister, telling report-
ers on Monday that his
government had given
people smugglers the
“green light” to enter the
country.

“They’ve abolished one
of the important legs
of Operation Sovereign
Borders, which was tem-
porary protection visas ...
the government’s got all
sorts of problems here,”
the Liberal leader said on
Monday.

“It’'s a weak Prime Minis-
ter being tested by people
smugglers and when the
Prime Minister says to
you, there’s nothing to
see here, you know, once
again, he’s not telling the
truth.”

Mr Albanese later slammed
the response as “unhelp-
ful”, accusing his politi-
cal opponent of hindering
border security efforts.
“They’re sending a mes-
sage to people smug-
glers that everything’s
all okay and really en-
couraging them,” he told
ABC Radio Perth.

“And it is disturbing
what Peter Dutton is do-

ing, but it is typical of his
negative approach to ev-
erything.”

Mr Albanese has insist-
ed his government was
committed to Operation
Sovereign Borders, a
military-led response to
asylum seekers and refu-
gees established under
the former Abbott gov-
ernment in 2013.

He claimed the opposi-
tion’s criticisms of the
recent boat arrival was
hindering border secu-
rity efforts.

“Mr Dutton is someone
who is showing, with his
overblown rhetoric and
with his overreach on
this issue, that he’s not
interested in outcomes
that are in the Austra-
lian national interest,”
the prime minister told
reporters in Nowra on
Sunday.

But Mr Dutton denied that
his comments were po-
litically motivated when
asked on Monday, claim-
ing he was holding the
government to account.
“Nobody’s politicising
the issue. | think we’re
pointing out the fact the
government is making
significant errors here,”
he told Today.

Following reports that
three groups of boat ar-
rivals had been found,
the head of Operation
Sovereign Borders urged
for political leaders to
unify their messaging to
deter people smugglers
from convincing poten-
tial asylum seekers to
risk their lives and travel
to Australia.

Rear Admiral Brett Sont-
er said the border mis-
sion “remains the same
today as it was when it
was established in 2013:
protect Australia’s bor-
ders, combat people
smuggling in our region,
and importantly, prevent
people from risking their
lives at sea”.
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Concerns that China could pose an “imminent threat”
to Australia rubbished by Richard Marles

Richard Marles

Australia’s navy fleet will
double in size under an
$11bn overhaul, but critics
say more is needed.
Concerns that China could
pose an “imminent threat”
to Australia have been
rubbished by Richard
Marles, as he claims his
$80bn navy overhaul will
be enough to protect the
country.

It comes as military experts
warn that the reduction of
the navy fleet until the ear-
ly 2030s could leave the
nation exposed as China
expands its military power
in the Indo-Pacific.

On Tuesday, the defence
minister announced that
Australia will acquire 11
general-purpose frigates
and six new heavily armed
drone ships as part of a
major navy revamp.
However, due to several
older ships going out of
service, the navy fleet will
shrink first until the early
2030s.

When asked if this would
leave Australia in a vul-
nerable position, Mr Mar-
les pressed it was the
biggest update made to
maritime security since
the Second World War.
“The threat is not about
some not imminent in-
vasion. It is about being
able to maintain our way
of life,” Mr Marles told
Nine’s Today Show.

“It’'s about being able
to put forward a cred-
ible projection in a world
where you know is uncer-
tain - and that’s why we
are looking at more than
doubling the size of our
warships.”

More than $11bn will be
spent on the govern-

ment’s navy revamp over
the next decade - rais-
ing defence spending to
about 2.4 per cent of Aus-
tralia’s economy.

The planned frigates fleet
will be built in Adelaide
and will be slashed from
nine to six vessels — but
will be fully delivered by
2043.

Mr Marles said that Chi-
na’s ambitious military
buildup in the Indo-Pacific
did pose a strategic threat
but said his focus on was
accelerating the acquisi-
tion of the new ship fleet.
“Obviously, we have our

alliance arrangements
with the United States
and our relationships

with countries around the
world but what we need
to be doing is making
sure that we are build-
ing a much more capable
navy,” he said.

“Frankly, as we are seeing
China engage in the sin-
gle biggest conventional
military build-up since the
end of the Second World
War. It raises the prospect
of coercion for a country
like Australia.

“We need to be making
sure that we have an abil-
ity to deal with that coer-
cion. And we have a much
more capable navy, and
that’'s what we’re build-
ing.”

Following the announce-
ment of the fleet, Opposi-
tion Defence spokesman
Andrew Hastie claimed
that Australia wouldn’t
see a new warship in its
waters until 2031 and
warned that the planned
timeline was not be quick
enough to close a capa-
bility gap.

“I think the implementa-
tion looks too slow and
that jars with the whole
urgency that is caused by
our dangerous region and
the fact the fleet is ageing
and failing,” Mr Hastie told
Sky News on Tuesday.

Denouncing Mr Hastie’s

comments as “astound-
ing”, Mr Marles and said
the first frigate was ex-
pected to be procured by
the end of the decade.

“There is no showroom
where you can go off and
buy a warship and sud-
denly have it -what we

are talking about is the
fastest procurement that
we have seen in our navy
since the Second World
War,” he told ABC’s Ra-
dio National.

“We inherited the oldest
surface fleet since the
end of the second world

war, we inherited a ten
year capability gap with
our submarines .. the an-
nouncement we made
yesterday stands com-
pletely apart from any of
the announcements made
by the former govern-
ment.”

Concerns over a rise in invalid visa claims
being made by plane arrivals into Australia

Tensions have flared after
the Home Affairs Minister
called the former govern-
ments handling of asylum
seekers a “complete di-
saster”.

Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese says Peter Dut-
ton’s “irresponsible com-
ments” about Labor’s
handling of people smug-
glers only “encourages”
the activity...

Australia has recorded an
increase in the number
of people making invalid
onshore visa protection
claims, the federal gov-
ernment has warned, as a
war of words over border
protection rages on.

The most recent data from
the Australian Border
Force shows that the the
number of asylum seek-
ers arriving into Australia
by plane was more than
23,000 in 2023, far less
than the number of peo-
ple travelling by boats.
Following the discovery
of at least 39 men who
arrived illegally on the
coast of north-west WA
last week, Home Affairs
Minister Clare O’Neil ar-
gued that there was far
too much focus on the
nation’s coastline and
flagged concerns about
an uptick in invalid claims
made by onshore arriv-
als.

“What we’re increasingly
seeing as a problem is
people who are making
protection visa claims
who have no valid basis
formaking a claim. They’re
using it to see how long

they can stay in Australia.
So this is obviously not
good for our migration
system,” Ms O’Neil said
on Wednesday.

“More importantly, it dis-
advantages people who
are actually refugees
who need stability in our
country. So that’s why we
take this problem so seri-
ously.”

After more than two doz-
en asylum seekers were
taken to Nauru after ar-
riving by boat last Friday,
Opposition Leader Peter
Dutton accused the Alba-
nese government of los-
ing control of Australia’s
borders and disputed
claims from the ABF com-
missioner that spending
to protect the coastline
hadn’t fallen short.

After calling Mr Dutton
a “liar” on Tuesday, Ms
O’Neil circled back to
critique the former gov-
ernment’s handling of
asylum policy as a “com-
plete disaster”, claiming
that the about 100,000
asylum seekers who had
arrived in Australia be-
tween 2014 to 2019 were
on holiday visas.

“The biggest problem
we’ve ever had with this
is when he [Dutton] was
Home Affairs Minister.
He broke records for the
number of people who
are making onshore PV
claims.”

Liberal Senator Jane
Hume declared that Labor
talked a “big game” about
border policy while in op-
position.

“We’ve seen the number
blowout once they get to
government. That’s a new
record. I've timed it. It took
you 3 and a half minutes,
Clare, to mention Peter
Dutton’s name. He’s got-

ten well under your skin.
He’s a strong Home Affairs
Minister. There’ve been so
many failures under you,”
Senator Hume argued.
“That’'s not true,”
O’Neil replied.

Ms

MINNS LABOR GOVERNMENT NE-
GLECTS MULTICULTURAL MEDIA

During yesterday’s Bud-
get Estimates, Minister
for Multiculturalism, Steve
Kamper, once again dem-
onstrated his lack of un-
derstanding when it comes
to his own portfolio.
Shadow Minister for Mul-
ticulturalism, Mark Coure
has called out Minister
Kamper on his lack of ad-
vocacy and support for
independent multicultural
media outlets.

Before the 2023 NSW
State Election, NSW La-
bor and Steve Kamper
announced that if elected
they would review the
NSW Government’s adver-
tising practices to ensure
that independent multicul-
tural media outlets were
adequately supported.
However, it was revealed
that it took more than 100
days since being elected
for the review to be con-
ducted by the Department
of Customer Service.
“Minister Kamper’s bum-
bling performance in Bud-
get Estimates yesterday is
reminiscent of his attitude
towards supporting our
vital independent multi-
cultural media outlets.” Mr
Coure said.

“Minister Kamper has bro-

ken his promise to inde-
pendent multicultural me-
dia outlets, and worst of
all he didn’t even seem to
realise it when questioned
yesterday on what actually
he is doing as their advo-
cate in government.”
Minister Kamper’s flus-
tered and un-informed
responses yesterday also
revealed that he does not
know the outcome of the
review he asked to be
commissioned. Instead,
CEO of Multicultural NSW,
Joseph La Posta needed
to intervene and answer
questions on the Minis-
ter’s behalf.

“Independent multicultur-
al media outlets provide
a crucial link between our
state’s diverse commu-
nities and government,
they are an essential part
communicating important
messages to those com-
munities in their own lan-
guage.” Mr Coure said.
“The Minns Labor Govern-
ment’s total disregard for
independent multicultural
media is shameful”.

MEDIA: Jayden Tran |
0473 515 805 | Jayden.
tran@parliament.nsw.gov.
au
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Ramadan, Zakat and Fitra announcement

16 March 2023

Based on the current moon data, the Founding Members of the AFIC National Sharia Board
(ANSB) including the Most Eminent Sh Abdul Quddoos Al Azhari the National Grand Mufti of
Australia and AFIC President Dr Rateb Ineid, have resolved to declare the start of Ramadan to
be Thursday 23 March 2023 in shaa Allah.

First Taraweeh for 2023 will be after Isha on Wednesday 22 March 2023.

The Zakat calculation for this year will be:

First Day of Ramadan in shaa Allah will be on:

Thursday 23 March 2023

The ANSB founding members have resolved to apply Zakat on the basis of the threshold
(Missab) for silver, this means that Zakat will be payable at the rate of 2.5% for amounts
exceeding $624.75 that you've had for one year (or $6805.95 if using 21 CT Gold Threshold).

Zakat Threshold - Silver: $624.75 or Gold: S6805.95

Please contact our office if you are a primary producer or miner and wish to work out the rate
on your produce.

The ANSB Imams have determined Zakat Al Fitr (Fitra or Fitrana) — which is payable for every
Muslim man woman and child before Eid Salat —to be 515.

FITRA for 2023: $15

AFIC National Sharia Board [ANSB)

Authorised by:

Sydney (Head Ofhcel 932 [
Melbourne: 66-68 Jeffcott St

Canberra. 2
Parth: 17 m=r




Tthe middie east

‘et e Jhad¥ | @SSO0 Y HEDRAL D

ik g i~ - -~
reor ir Omics: Armtores 0405555220

by e Jhad¥l eSShMNe ¥
02,9788 0313

© flavours
of the Mediterranean

-
.‘ - .

See your local grocery store for our full range of dips & fihger foods
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