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2/ 165 - 167 Wattle Street, Mt Lewis NSW - : 9791 1321
M: 0414 22 55 77 Email: tony.mtlewispizzeria@gmail.com
\_ Check out our Prices on our Page on Facebook Mount Lewis Pizzeria
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Carpentpnd Bonstruction

All aspects of Building & Carpentry:

- New homes

- Timber Framing

- Renovations
- Granny flats

- Extentions
- Pergolas
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Recent reports have shown that over 90%
of older Australians wish to remain in their
homes instead of moving into residential
aged care services. This has given rise to
an increasing demand for people to join
the home care workforce across Australia.
Settlement Services International (SSI) is de-
livering the government-funded Home Care
Workforce Support Program (HCWSP) in New
South Wales (NSW) and the Australian Capi-
tal Territory (ACT).

Introducing HCWSP

The Home Care Workforce Support Program
is a free service and open to anyone who
wants to build a meaningful career support-
ing seniors. The Program helps people start
or advance a career taking care of seniors in
the seniors’ own homes. Through this initia-
tive, SSlI is building, upskilling, training, and
supporting an aged care workforce that pro-
vides safe, high-quality care that prioritises
elders.

Why HCWSP

Working in home care provides a steady job
that is meaningful and highly valued by cli-
ents. The work has flexible hours and is need-
ed in almost every suburb in Sydney and right
across NSW. The HCWSP provides support
for new workers every step of the way; from
connecting you with education providers and
workplace training to helping you with all you
need for job interviews to introducing you to
employers.

SSI Support for participants
Joining the Home Care Workforce Support
Program is easy. Click on the QR code and

enter your details to have a HCWSP represen-
tative contact you. When you are registered
in the Program, you get access to a range of
benefits to help you build a career in home
care. SSl can help you in the following ways:

Care Career Passport

As part of the program, you receive a Care Ca-
reer Passport developed in conjunction with
aged care industry experts and Registered
Training Organisations, to help you build and
document your successful career in home
care. The Passport guides you throughout
your journey as you become an aged care
worker. It provides you with a professional
document to show potential employers that
demonstrates your growing skills and qualifi-
cations as a care worker.

Recruitment event announcement

SSl is also running a series of events tailored
to support people interested in becoming
home care workers. Check out the SSI event
page to find an event near you. If you would
like to be considered for the program, please
use the QR code to be put in touch with
Program or come along to one of the listed
events.

To join the Program or for more information
check out the official SSI website - www.ssi.
org.aulhomecare

You can also contact a HCWSP representa-
tive in your language by clicking on the chat
icon at the bottom of the Homecare page.

If you have soft skills like empathy and
patience, enjoy the company of seniors;
and live or can work in NSW - this pro-
gram is for you!

8ERE 2024

SHEN YUN

1300558 878 | ticketmaster.com.au
8988 5611 | ticketsau.shenyun.com

ShenYun.com/Sydney EI

Presented by Falun Dafa Association of Australia Inc
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NEWS

Horrors Dawwas family endured in Gaza not unique for Palestinians

* EXCLUSIVE By ALEXI
DEMETRIADI

The Dawwas family evaded
bombs, lost family mem-
bers and fled their home
in ravaged Gaza before ar-
riving in Australia.

Their story, they said, il-
lustrated the horrors of
war but was not unique,
reflected across the ex-
periences of other Pales-
tinian families seeking to
survive.

Tahani, three of her daugh-
ters — Suzie, Mariam and
Hala — and granddaughter
Sophie arrived in Sydney
on February 16, fleeing
the strip in late December.
“Until recently we felt sur-
vivor’s guilt,” said Mari-
am, five-year-old Sophie’s
mother.

“You question your right
to survive — ‘why me and
not others’ — because they
(civilians stuck in Gaza or
killed) are just like us.”
The family are staying in
mobile homes at Jamal
Rifi’s house.

Dr Rifi, a respected Muslim
community leader, said he
wanted to help to lift the
“heaviness” in his heart.
Mohammed Dawwas -
Tahani’s husband, the
three daughters’ father —
was a Gaza-based journal-
ist and fixer.

Mohammed Dawwas, a
Palestinian journalist and
fixer, who died in Novem-
ber.

He worked extensively
with foreign media, but
died in late November af-
ter a stroke.

The family said a lack of
medicine and critical med-
ical care exacerbated his
condition — an ambulance
that would have taken him
to hospital was unable to

Dr Jamal Rifi and his wife, Lana, host the Dawwas family.Picture: Nikki Short

reach their area.

Tahani used to work as a
maths teacher for the UN
Relief and Works Agency,
while Mariam is a journal-
ist and fixer, having as-
sumed her father’s work
when he retired.

The family fled Gaza City
a week after the onset
of Israel’s response to
Hamas’s attacks on Deir al
Balah on October 1.

“We didn’t have anything
with us, we were thinking
maybe it would just be for
a few days and then we
would come back,” Tahani
said.

In the rush to evacuate,
Mariam left her pass-
port, Sophie her favourite
stuffed toy.

“She asked ‘why did you
forget and leave her’ ..
asking if we were going to
go back (home),” Mariam
said.

The fear of dying, the fam-
ily said, was constant. A
fear of dying under rubble,
they said, was worse.

“The most unfortunate are
the ones that get bombed,
but don’t die ... they die
stuck under rubble for
days,” Mariam said.

A fourth sister, who lives
abroad, applied on their
behalf for an Australian
temporary visa — to then
apply for a bridging visa
— after the scheme was
announced by the govern-
ment last year, although
only about 350 Palestin-
ians have arrived.

In late November, the Daw-
was found out they had
been successful but they
would have to evacuate
Gaza without support.
Mariam and Sophie were
the first to make their way
across the border into

Egypt, the rest of the fam-

ily soon after.

Mariam said she was en-
veloped in “survivor’s
guilt”.

“But | have a daughter, she
wants to play, she wants
to go out,” she said.

“I had to put my emotions
aside ... it’s OK (for her to
play) ...”

Their first week in Aus-
tralia has been one of re-
spite — setting up bank ac-
counts and registering on
MyGov.

Before a recent trip to
Sydney, Sophie was hesi-
tant, asking if they would
be coming back, having
grown accustomed to
evacuating from place to
place.

“Sophie is smart and has
a strong personality
sometimes she hides her
feelings,” Mariam said.
“(In Gaza) she would tell
me everything is going to
be fine ...

“I couldn’t hide my terror,
I was only thinking about
what could happen to her.
“She would tell me ‘ev-
erything’s OK, it’s just a
bomb’.”

Their story, the family
said, was but one among
hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians.

“Normal life is a precious
gift ... you don’t know the
value of it until it’s gone,”
Mariam said.

“I thought we didn’t have
any hope .. But | have a
daughter, and then | saw
her happy ... (it)y brought
back life to my heart.

“Australia is a very beau-
tiful place, a very suitable
place (for Sophie’s up-
bringing).”

Dr Rifi said he had a “very

Tahani Dawwas, daughters Mariam, left, and Suzie, and granddaughter Sophie escaped the horrors of war-
ravaged Gaza to live in Australia. Picture: Nikki Short

heavy heart” since the
onset of the war — for all
civilians, in Palestine and
Israel — and he wanted to
help to “lighten the heavi-
ness”.

“(Leaders) need to achieve
a lasting peace and state
solution where both can
live side-by-side in peace
and prosperity,” he said.

“Innocent people are dying
... Gaza (is) on the verge of
a humanitarian disaster —
enough is enough.”
ALEXI DEMETRIADI NSW
POLITICAL REPORTER
Alexi Demetriadi is the
NSW Political Reporter in
The Australian’s Sydney
bureau, based at parlia-
ment house. He joined the

paper from News Corp
Australia’s regional and
community network,

Dr Jamal Rifi AM

MB, BS.( Sydney Uni).
FRACGP.

Doctor of the university
(Uni of Canberra).

Doctor of Letters ( Uni of
western Sydney).
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GOVERNMENT

The Hon Jihad Dib MP

Minister for Customer Service and Digital Government
Minister for Emergency Services

Minister for Youth Justice

The Hon Steve Kamper MP
Minister for Small Business

Minister for Lands and Property
Minister for Multiculturalism

Minister for Sport

Re: Publication of the Multicultural Media Review
and Policy Report 2023

Dear Valued Media Partner The NSW Government is committed to building a more inclusive and cultur-
ally sensitive approach to government communication, to ensure key public messages have an even
wider reach. We are therefore pleased to share with you that we have published the NSW Government
Multicultural Media Review and Policy Report 2023. This report delivers on an election commitment to
review NSW Government advertising practices to multicultural audiences. The review was delivered by
the Department of Customer Service in partnership with Multicultural NSW and involved consultation
with multicultural media outlets and government agencies.

The report reviewed four areas of government advertising:

- Government spending on multicultural media.

» The Multicultural and Aboriginal Policy which guides advertising spend.

- The process for booking advertising with multicultural media.

- Opportunities to develop the sector via government support.

All 10 recommendations in the report will be adopted, including:

« Increasing the required advertising campaign media budget targeting multicultural and First Nations
communities from 1.5 percent to 9 percent.

- Implementing more robust data collection and reporting practices. This will enhance the understand-
ing of media consumption behaviour within NSW multicultural and First Nations communities.

« Increasing the total number of languages targeted across advertising campaigns to ensure broader
reach and representation.

- Annual reporting on multicultural and Aboriginal advertising spend.

The long-term increase in public campaign expenditure targeting multicultural and First Nations com-
munities will enable key campaign messaging to reach more communities in their preferred languages.
This is a significant step toward better inclusivity and diversity in government advertising practices.
Thank you for the key role you play in providing important information to our NSW communities. To
those media outlets and representatives who took the time to contribute to the consultation for the
report, thank you for your valued input.

Links to documents:

» Media release

« Published report with summary translations

Sincerely,

Jihad Dib MP

Minister for Customer Service and Digi-
tal Gov ernment

Minister for Emergency Services
Minister for Youth Justice

Steve Kamper MIP

Minister for Small Business
Minister for Lands and Property
Minister for Multiculturalism
Minister for Sport

52 Martin Place Sydney NSW 2000 nsw.gov.au/ministerkamper, GPO Box 5341 Sydney NSW 2001 nsw.gov.au/ministerdib
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‘Huge win’: Anthony Albanese celebrates
the passage of his revamped tax cuts

Anthony Albanese’s re-
vamped tax cut package
has passed. Here’s what
it will mean for you, what-
ever your salary.
Anthony Albanese has
hailed the passage of
new tax cuts as “a huge
win” for the vast majority
of workers from July 1 —
and working women.

The Prime Minister con-
firmed on Tuesday night
that the “cost of living tax
cuts” had passed, just
days before the Dunkley
by-election in Victoria.
“This is a huge win for all
13.6 million Australian
taxpayers. It means 84
per cent of Australians
will get a bigger tax cut
than they would have un-
der the Liberals’ plan,”
Mr Albanese said.

“Peter Dutton wants
people to work longer for
less, and this is a great
divide in Australian poli-
tics.

“They will never stand
up for low and middle in-
come earners.”

Finance Minister Katy
Gallagher also claimed
the tax reforms were a
victory for women, sug-
gesting 100 per cent
of women would get a
tax cut and 90 per cent
would get a bigger cut
than originally promised.
“And we also know that
it’'s good for participa-
tion,” she said.

“So if you want to pick up
an extra shift, work a few
extra hours, you won’t be
penalised because you
will be able to keep more
of what you earn.”

All workers earning up
to $145,000 will secure a
bigger and better tax cut
than under the original
Stage 3 cuts.

Hailing the reforms as
delivering bigger tax cuts
for the vast majority of
workers, the Prime Min-
ister revealed last month
that average earners on
$73,000 would see their
tax cuts double to $1504.
Workers will receive more

e |

Anthony Albanese. Picture: Mar-
tin Ollman/NCA NewsWire

money in their weekly,
fortnightly or monthly
take-home pay from July
of 2024 onwards.

In a nutshell, the new tax
plan will introduce the
following changes from
July, 2024:

- Reduce the 19 per cent
tax rate to 16 per cent
(for incomes between
$18,200 and $45,000);

- Reduce the 32.5 per
cent tax rate to 30 per
cent (for incomes be-
tween $45,000 and the
new $135,000 thresh-
old);

- Increase the threshold
at which the 31 per cent
tax rate applies from
$120,000 {0 $135,000;

- Increase the threshold
at which the 45 per cent
tax rate applies from
$180,000 70$190,000.
The tax cuts will provide
relief for 13.6 million Aus-
tralians, “ensuring that
hard working Australians
are keeping more of the
wages they earn”.

But high income earners
— people earning more
than $200,000 - are
the biggest losers, with
a promised tax cut of
$9075 slashed to $4529.
For a part-time shop as-
sistant earning $30,000,
the changes will deliver a
tax cut of $354.

A nurse earning $90,000,
who previously paid
$21,517 in income tax,
will now get a tax cut of
$1929, or $160 a month.
A dual income couple
working full-time with
two kids with a combined
income of $170,000 will
receive a combined tax
cut of $3608.

The government is also
increasing Medicare levy
low-income thresholds
for 2023-24, reducing
or eliminating altogether
the amount of the levy
paid by more than a mil-
lion Australians on lower
incomes.

“We have found a more
responsible way to en-
sure more people get a
bigger tax cut to help
ease the pressure they
are under,” Mr Albanese
said.

Liberal leader Peter
Dutton backed the tax
cuts but has previously
warned that voters will
not “support a liar as
prime minister” and that
the Labor caucus had
made a “fatal error” by
backflipping on an elec-
tion promise.

As a result of these
changes, on July 1:

- All 13.6 million taxpay-
ers will receive a tax cut
— and 2.9 million more
taxpayers will receive
a tax cut compared to
Scott Morrison’s original
plan;

- 11.5 million taxpayers
(84 per cent of taxpay-
ers) will now receive a
bigger tax cut compared
to Mr Morrison’s plan;

- 5.8 million women (90
per cent of female tax-
payers) will now receive
a bigger tax cut,;

- A person on an aver-
age income of around
$73,000 will get a tax cut
of $1504 — that’s $804
more than they were go-
ing to receive;

- A person earning
$40,000 will get a tax cut
of $654 — compared to
nothing under the previ-
ous plan;

- A person earning
$100,000 will get a tax
cutof$2,179 —$804 more
than they would have re-
ceived otherwise;

- A person earning
$200,000 will still get a
tax cut, albeit a much
smaller one, which will
be $4529.

Gladys Berejiklian says she isn’t ‘cor-
rupt’, fights back against ICAC

Former NSW premier Gladys
is mounting a legal bid to
clear her name and challenge
the findings of the Indepen-
dent Commission Against
Corruption.

Ms Berejiklian is mounting
a legal challenge to ICAC’s
findings that she breached
the ministerial code by failing
to disclose her relationship
with her former partner and
fellow ex-MP Daryl Maguire.
Lawyers acting for Ms Bere-
jiklian on Monday appeared
before the Court of Appeal in
an attempt to quash the find-
ing that she engaged in “seri-
ous corrupt conduct”.

ICAC’s findings relate to the
approval of two multimillion
dollar grants - to the Austra-
lian Clay Target Association
and to the Riverina Conser-
vatorium of Music - in Mr
Maguire’s former electorate
of Wagga Wagga.

Ms Berejiklian is facing a two-
day hearing before the Court
of Appeal where she is being
represented by high-profile
barrister Bret Walker SC.
Despite the adverse findings
against her, ICAC did not rec-
ommend Ms Berejiklian be
referred for criminal prosecu-
tion.

The Commission accepted
the submissions of counsel
assisting that the obstacles
blocking Ms Berejiklian from
being prosecuted for mis-
conduct in public office were
“formidable”.

Mr Walker said that the fact
Ms Berejiklian was not re-
ferred to the DPP should lead
to questions about the find-
ings.

“That gives rise to questions
to be answered as to the in-
ternal consistency of the rea-
sons and conclusion in this
part of the report,” Mr Walker
said.

“In our submission, if there
is insufficient confidence of
that being made out .. then
it’s very difficult to see .. that
our client had deliberately,
consciously engaged in these
dishonest, self-interested
breaches.”

She also argues there was
no evidence that she was in-
fluenced by her relationship
with Mr Maguire and that it
did not amount to a conflict
of interest.

Justice Andrew Bell - one of

three judges hearing the case
- noted it was “more than
mere friendship.”

However, Mr Walker argued:
“Along the spectrum of per-
sonal relations, upon one end
there would be happy mar-
riage and the other end would
be cheerful acquaintance,
there is no jurisprudence
which says there comes a
point at which you have to
disclose that

“There is no register of friend-
ships.”

ICAC found that Ms Berejik-
lian, between 2016 and 2017
engaged in “serious corrupt
conduct” in her dealings re-
lating to the Australian Clay
Target Association.

The body found that she had
a conflict of interest which
“could objectively have the
potential to influence the per-
formance of her public duty”.
However Mr Walker told the
court Ms Berejiklian did not
necessarily take her private
relationship with Mr Maguire
into account when making
funding decisions.

“You don’t take something
into account just because it
is true,” Mr Walker said on
Monday.

“Who your parents are, who
your siblings are, who you
drink with on a Friday or who
you go to bed with. They are
matters which exist and it’s
simply wrong factually.. to re-
gard them - by reason of their
existence - as matters which
you are taking into account in
your daily decision making.”

The former premier is also
challenging the validity of the
report on grounds that ICAC
was acting beyond its author-
ity under the ICAC Act.

Ms Berejiklian argues that the
report was invalid because
the term of former judge Ruth
McColl had expired before
she delivered the report.

Ms McColl, a former Court of
Appeal judge, oversaw the
hearing however her term as
an ICAC assistant commis-
sioner expired in October
2022.

She delivered her report, as a
consultant, in June last year.

Ms Berejiklian argues be-
cause Ms McColl was not a
commissioner at the time, it
was not a valid report.

“Ms McColl’s services are
required for the purposes

of her finalising the Opera-
tion Keppel report, including
participating in the review
and editing process of that
report,” Mr Walker told the
court on Monday.

“We say ... the credibility con-
clusions recorded in the re-
port, that they are truly mat-
ters which Ms McColl was not
able to accomplish and the
commission otherwise could
not adopt.”

He further argued that the
“whole of the report was de-
livered in excess of jurisdic-
tion”.

Barrister Stephen J Free SC,
acting for the Independent
Commission Against Cor-
ruption, said there could be
no doubt that the report was
authored by the commission
and not Ms McColl.

He argued that the report
noted Ms McColl oversaw the
public hearings.

“But that is entirely consis-
tent with the report being a
report of the commission, not
of Ms McColl,” Mr Free said.
“She was a key person pro-
viding assistance to the com-
mission, firstly in her capacity
as an assistant commissioner
and later in her capacity as a
consultant.”

Former NSW treasurer and
opposition health spokes-
person Matt Kean on Mon-
day issued a statement in
which he said while he wasn’t
preempting the Court of Ap-
peal’s findings, he was wor-
ried it was being questioned
whether ICAC had exceeded
its powers.

“We have a body that is given
extraordinary powers behind
closed doors - and the one el-
ement we actually get to see
ends up in court to examine if
the body was operating with-
in the law,” Mr Kean said.

“I won't pre-judge the out-
come but on that challenge
alone, if it’s successful, what
confidence can we have in
the other 95 per cent of the
process we can’t see.”

Mr Maguire was found by
ICAC to have improperly
used his public office during
his time as a MP in order to
promote his own financial
interests, and those of his
associates while deliberately
not disclosing his position,
and potential pecuniary ben-
efits.
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New polls ahead of Dunkley by-election

spell trouble for Anthony Albanese

rare

rgent Care

Anthony Albanese said Labor candidate for Dunkley Jodie Belyea would continue
the legacy of the late Peta Murphy. Picture: NCA NewsWire | Luis Enrique Ascui

Labor looks to be in trouble
ahead of this Saturday’s
by-election in outer-Mel-
bourne, new polls reveal.
Anthony Albanese says he
will take responsibility no
matter the outcome at this
Saturday’s by-election, as a
new poll shows the Liberals
have a narrow lead going
into the final week of the
campaign.

The seat, which takes in
Frankston and surrounding
outer-Melbourne, was held
by Peta Murphy, who died
from cancer last year.

The latest Newspoll on
Sunday night found Labor’s
changes to stage three
tax cuts had done little to
change the tide of support
for the government, with
their primary vote falling
to 33 per cent to the Coali-
tion’s 36 per cent.

A Resolve poll in Nine
newspapers showed simi-
lar results with the Liberals
on 37 and Labor on 34.
Then on Monday, separate
MyGov and YouGov polls
both found the Liberals
were leading Labor 51 per
cent to 49 per cent on a
two-party basis in Dunkley.
YouGov’s director of poll-
ing Amir Daftari said the
poll showed a “significant
swing” away from Labor,
but said a lot could happen
in the last week.

Ms Murphy won the 2022
election with a 6.3 per cent
margin, and the Liberals are
looking to shave at least 3.5
percentage points off.

But should Labor perform
worse than expected, the
Prime Minister said he
would take responsibility
“whatever the result”.

“I'm the Prime Minister, |
take responsibility for ev-
erything that my govern-
ment is involved with. That
is the job,” he told T News.
Mr Albanese said he was

hopeful Dunkley would vote
for the government, saying
Labor’s candidate Jodie
Belyea would continue Ms
Murphy’s legacy.

“What (Ms Murphy) want-
ed was what Jodie Belyea
wants, which is to look af-
ter people on cost of living,
to strengthen Medicare, to
make sure we have a future
made in Australia and to
deliver on infrastructure,”
he told Channel 1 on Mon-
day.

“We’ll continue .. to work
each and every day to make
a difference.”

Labor’s efforts to retain the
seat have come up against
the actions of right-wing
lobby group Advance.

The group, which rose to
prominence during last
year’s Voice to Parliament
campaign, took out a full-
page ad in the local news-
paper last week claiming
Mr Albanese had “unlocked
the doors of immigration
detention and let loose 149
criminals”.

The ad referred to the
group of former detainees
released after last year’s
landmark NZYQ High Court
decision, including convict-
ed rapists, pedophiles and
murderers.

“There are 40 in Victoria,”
the ad said.

“Tell us, prime minister,
how many are in Dunkley?
We demand you tell us be-
fore March 2.”

Last week Mr Albanese
slammed the ad as “misin-
formation” and branded it a
scare tactic.

“They spread a whole lot of
misinformation and there’s
misinformation as part of
that ad.

“And it’'s unfortunate be-
cause | don’t want to see
Australia go down the Amer-
ican road where there’s so
much polarisation.”

Greens to vote against Help to Buy scheme un-
less Labor makes changes to negative gearing

Labor’s plans to co-pur-
chase houses with first
home buyers are in doubt
as the Greens put pres-
sure on Anthony Alba-
nese.

One of Anthony Alba-
nese’s major election
promises is in doubt after
the Greens announced
plans to kill Labor’s Help
to Buy scheme unless the
government meets its de-
mandes.

The shared equity scheme,
which would allow 40,000
first home buyers over
five years the chance to
co-purchase their home
with the government for
as little as a two per cent
deposit, will be voted on
in the House of Represen-
tatives this week.

The Greens have de-
scribed the scheme as
a “housing lottery” that
would push up prices for
the overwhelming major-
ity of renters wishing to
enter the housing market
— a claim the government
has denied as unfounded.
Greens leader Adam
Bandt said if the Prime
Minister  was
about fixing the housing
crisis, he would come to
the table in limiting rent
increases, building more
public housing and phas-
ing out negative gearing
and capital gains tax.
“Unless Labor is prepared
to work with the Greens to
fix negative gearing and
capital gains tax handouts,
cap rents and build public
housing, the Greens will
vote against Labor’s ‘lot-
tery’ bill,” he said.

Buoyed by their suc-
cess in negotiating with
the government during
last year’s fight over the
Housing Australia Fu-
ture Fund, Mr Bandt said
“pressure works” and
would not back down in
their demands for Labor’s
last housing policy before
the next election.

The government doesn’t
need the minor party’s
support to pass it through

serious

Greens housing spokesman Max Chandler-Mather is a well-known thorn
in Anthony Albanese’s side. Picture: NCA NewsWire | Martin Ollman

the lower house, but it’s a
different story in the Sen-
ate where the Greens hold
the balance of power in
lieu of the Coalition’s sup-
port

Mr Bandt said the party
would “reserve its posi-
tion” in the senate.

Labor won’t negotiate on
Help to Buy, and Mr Alba-
nese has maintained the
government is “not look-
ing” at the tax conces-
sions for Australians with
more than one home, and
has routinely ruled out
capping rent increases.
Greens housing spokes-
man Max Chandler-Mather
said he was incredulous

that the Prime Minister has
refused to scrap “massive
tax handouts for property
investors” that were pric-
ing “millions of renters”
out of the chance to buy
a home, while pushing
through a bill that would
further exacerbate house
prices.

“It should not be the case
that a first-time buyer at an
auction loses to a proper-
ty investor who gets mas-
sive tax handouts from
this Labor government,”
he said.

“The ball is in Labor’s
court. Unless we see

movement on the things
that are pushing house

prices out of the reach of
millions of renters across
the country and a fix to
negative gearing and
capital gains tax hand-
outs, capping of rents and
building public housing,
we will vote against it.”
Speaking in Question
Time, Housing Minis-
ter Julie Collins said the
scheme would help “get
more people into home
ownership”.

When she introduced the
Bill to the house last year,
Ms Collins said it would
provide “long term re-
lief” for participants in the
scheme.

“It will be the first national
shared equity scheme of
its kind,” she said in No-
vember.

“Help to Buy will be de-
livered through Housing
Australia and will assist
Australians to overcome
both the hurdle of saving
for a deposit and servic-
ing a mortgage.”

Press Release

AFIC.

individuals across the globe.

Authorised:

Dr Rateb Jneid
President of AFIC

AFIC Advocates for Solidarity
and Reflection During Ramadan
Amid Global Crisis

Wednesday 28th February, 2024

The Australian Federation of Islamic Councils (AFIC) has made a considered decision
to abstain from participating in any Ramadan Iftar events this year, hosted by the NSW
Government.

As we approach the holy month of Ramadan, beginning on either the 11th or 12th of
March 2024, it is a time traditionally dedicated to fasting, prayer, and familial gathering.
Given the present political landscape, we find it impossible to engage in communal
meals with leadership that exhibits duplicity, notably the NSW Premier’s stance. “NSW
Premier must learn that he is a Premier for all NSW, and also represent people that are
suffering and in pain about the Genocide in Gaza’ said Dr Rateb Jneid. President of

Moreover, AFIC has resolved not to hold its own annual iftar dinner. ‘This year will
donate the funds used for our yearly Iftar and donate it United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA)’ conitinued Dr Jneid.

AFIC believes that in these times of collective mourning and distress, it is more
appropriate to channel our efforts and funds towards providing relief and support to
those in dire need rather than convening for public events. We encourage our
community to spend this time in contemplation and prayer for the well-being of

Ramadan is a sacred period devoted to spiritual growth, reflection, and the
reaffirmation of our commitment to life's sanctity. This month, we call upon everyone to
reflect on the importance of preserving life and to advocate for an end to the violence
and suffering inflicted upon innocent people. We urge for accountability and action from
all parties involved to halt the indiscriminate loss of life and to strive for peace and
justice in these challenging times.

AFIC, established in 1964, stands as the Peak Muslim Organisation in Australia, with
170 members including 9 State and Territory Councils.
pioneering numerous community services and actively advocating for the rights and
representation of the Muslim community.

It has a rich history of
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ACT National Multicultural Festival - Where diversity takes centre stage!

From the 16th to 18th of
February 2024, the ACT
National Multicultural
Festival shone a spotlight
on culture. It showcased
the beauty of unity in di-
versity within the heart of
Canberra.

The iconic 3-day event,
brought together more
than 170 multicultural
communities to share
their culture, history and
heritage through food,
art, song, and dance.

The Multicultural Festival,
sponsored by the Austra-
lian Government’s Smart-
raveller saw over 380,000
people visit the event.

Anyone who felt inspired
to travel overseas af-
ter visiting the festival
are encouraged to make
Smartraveller their first
destination. It provides
Australians with the in-
formation they need to
prepare and plan for their
overseas trip and make
informed choices.

This includes advice on
passports, visas, and
travel insurance through
to detailed travel advice
on over 115 destinations.
It also offers essential
resources in multiple lan-
guages.

“Ensuring the safety of

our children during solo
travels is an important
consideration. Smartrav-
eller has proven to be a
dependable resource, of-
fering useful guidance,
and providing a sense of
reassurance whilst our
kids navigate their jour-
ney” commented one fes-
tival goer.

Another festival goer
commented that “Using
Smartraveller was sim-
ply common sense. The
information it provided
was not only current but
also incredibly practi-
cal. It>s like having a re-
liable companion that
keeps you informed and
ensures your travel de-
cisions are grounded in
real-time insights.”

Smartraveller’s travel tips
for your future overseas
adventures:

- Research and confirm
visa and entry require-
ments for your destina-
tion. Reach out to the
relevant embassy or con-
sulate for up-to-date in-
formation.

- Consult a doctor to
learnaboutrecommend-
ed vaccinations and
health precautions for
your destination. Check
your medication>s

A cultural performance at the ACT Multicultural Festival.

legality and require-
ments.

- Don’t forget your trav-
el insurance and make
sure you read the fine
print on your policy.

- Be aware of how dual
nationality may affect
your travel plans and
consular services.

- Respect the laws of
the country yousre vis-
iting, as they may differ
from those in Australia.

- Be mindful of the cul-
ture and places of signifi-
cance in the regions you
explore. This includes
wearing appropriate
clothing at places such
as temples.

- Use social media re-
sponsibly, as posting
sensitive content or com-
ments on political issues
can have consequences
in some countries.

- If traveling alone, take
extra precautions, such

as using official transport
and not disclosing that
you’ re travelling solo.

- Keep your bags and
belongings close — don’t
leave them on the ground
or the back of a seat. This
gives thieves a perfect op-
portunity to steal them.

- Leave a copy of your
travel itinerary and insur-
ance details with some-
one back in Australia.

- If you don’t already
have a passport allow
six weeks to renew or

apply.

Future travellers are en-
couraged to read the Con-
sular Services Charter
on Smartraveller https:I/
www.smartraveller.gov.
aulconsular-services/
consular-services-char-
ter.

It’'s a great resource for
understanding what the
Australian Government
can and cannot do to as-
sist travellers overseas.

Travellers should align
their travel insurance de-
cisions with the advice
level of their destination
and the activities they are
doing.

For more information
about Smartraveller and
to access their travel ad-
vice please visit https:I/
www.smartraveller.gov.
aulconsular-services/
communities

A few images from the
festival are below, to
download these and
other high-res images
go to: htips:/imultime-
dia.dfat.gov.aulfotoweb/
albums/ZdfXzCFk-
Te2kezlLol
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