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2/ 165 - 167 Wattle Street, Mt Lewis NSW - : 9791 1321
M: 0414 22 55 77 Email: tony.mtlewispizzeria@gmail.com
\_ Check out our Prices on our Page on Facebook Mount Lewis Pizzeria
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EAT N OR TAKE AWAY
J

Business for sale
Business for sale located
in the eastern suburbs.

Fruit shop and deli top

the first time for sale in 24

years.
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If you looking to make a

HUGE PROFIT, that’s the
Business for you.
have to be a GENUINE
BUYER and a good busi-

It’s very profitable SHOP.

You

&9.‘....42! abl vV @.a.v ke = nessman to run a business i """S“d‘” 8 1o o 95"‘"
like this. il alle A pa 93 Jors

For more information,
call on: 0416 167 651
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RAMADAN

WISHING YOU AND YOUR FAMILY
A BLESSED RAMADAN

NATALIE WARD MLC MARK SPEAKMAN SC MP MARK COURE MP

Deputy Leader of the Leader of the Opposition, Shadow Minister for Multiculturalism
NSW Liberal Party NSW Liberal Leader Member for Oatley

—=

S

TINA AYYAD MP MARK TAYLOR MP TANYA DAVIES MP
MEMBER FOR HOLSWORTHY SHADOW MINISTER FOR SHADOW ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR
CORRECTIONS AND WESTERN SYDNEY JOBS AND SMALL BUSINESS
MEMBER FOR WINSTON HILLS MEMBER FOR BADGERYS CREEK

E

JORDAN LANE MP STEPHANIE DI PASQUA MP RAY WILLIAMS MP DOMINIC PERROTTET MP
SHADOW ASSISTANT MINISTER MEMBER FOR DRUMMOYNE MEMBER FOR KELLYVILLE MEMBER FOR EPPING
FOR MULTICULTURALISM
MEMBER FOR RYDE

MARK HODGES MP MATT KEAN MP
SHADOW ASSISTANT MINISTER FOR SHADOW MINISTER FOR HEALTH

WESTERN SYDNEY MEMBER FOR HORNSBY ‘
MEMBER FOR CASTLE HILL ﬁ
Authorised by Mark Speakman MP, Parliament of NSW, 6 Macquarie Street, Sydney NSW 2000, /_f
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? Wishing yOuand’Bfouf .
family a blessed and

| " peace ul Ramadan. +
'RAMADAN
'MUBARAK!

"DONNA DAVIS MP

_m,c STATE MEMBER FOR PARRAMATTA

Q"\ el ”
¥ M{" PH:(02)9891 4722 parramatta@parliament.nsw.gov.au
N\ NSW./ - PO Box 745 Parramatta NSW 2124

AUTHORISED BY DONNA DAVIS MP, 96 GEORGE STREET, PARRAMATTA NSW 2150.
Funded using Parliamentary entitlements.
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May the Holy Month of Ramadan bring peace, happiness and blessings to you and your family.

And may your prayers strengthen your faith, your friendships and your commitment to others.

eﬁxu?eﬁgts)g\jsJM\HM\gﬂjw\om)x_aggwi@ﬁ
O AN alat aSilal il 5 aSHE A 5 aSilay) aSHl ghia (5 85 O ali LS

The Hon Chris Minns MP The Hon Steve Kamper MP
Member for Kogarah Member for Rockdale
Premier of New South Wales Minister for Small Business

Minister for Lands and Property
Minister for Multiculturalism
Minister for Sport

\ Authorised by Chris Minns MP and Steve Kamper MP. Funded using Parliamentary Entitlements March 2024.
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Hygiene and food safety

" Excellent
' 6 & & & ¢

Rating based on last inspection including food temperature control, food handler hygiene,
cleaning and sanitation, pest control and food prepared in advance of service.

www.foodauthority.nsw.gov.au/scoresondoors

Business name /M7 [16’4/-/1{ ﬂ?l@":ﬂ‘

address /65 Waterloo (F fowlertorun

Inspection date jt/wié 1ot Expiry date "/_;,WLQ 2013
Issued by
Z=_ |Food
EHHTERH“RY @ Regulation
BANKSTOWN = | Parinership~
[=]2% (=]
Lt o
(=15

WISHING YOU AND YOUR FAMILY THE BEST
FOR THE HOLY MONTH OF RAMADAN.

0——.0———0.
Ld

¢ ()

Lynda Voltz MP Member for Auburn

Phone: (02) 9737 8822 Email: auburn@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Address: Mezzanine Level 92 Parramatta Road Lidcombe

Authorised by Lynda Voltz MP. Funded using parliamentary entitlements.
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Werriwa Set to Save On More 60-Day Scripts

Since January 2023
residents in Werriwa
have saved $1,434,828
on cheaper medicines,
with savings set to grow
following an expansion
of the number of medi-
cines eligible for a 60-
day script.

On Friday 1st March the
Albanese Labor Govern-
ment doubled the hum-
ber of medicines avail-
able for a 60-day script,
with a total of 184 medi-
cines now eligible.

This means locals with
ongoing health con-
ditions like diabetes,
epilepsy, breast cancer
and menopause will
now be able to receive
a two-month supply of
their medication for the
price of one script.
Australians without a
concession card will
save up to $189 per

medicine, per year. Pen-
sioners and concession
cardholders will save
up to $46.20 per medi-
cine, per year.

Locals have already
been taking advantage
of 60-day scripts, with
15,177 60-day scripts
dispensed between
September 2023 and
January 2024.
Nationally, Australians
have already saved over
$11.7 million on almost
3 million 60-day scripts
in the same time period.
Every dollar the Govern-
ment saved from 60-day
prescriptions has been
returned to pharmacies,
with new programs and
payments to provide
more services to Aus-
tralians.

Together, these invest-
ments have already
seen an extra $50 mil-

Ms Anne Stanley MP

lion flow into pharma-
cies.

The Albanese Labor
Government’s mea-
sures to make medi-
cines cheaper are deliv-

ering real cost of living
relief to residents in
Werriwa.

You can find the full list
of medicines at: www.

health.gov.aulcheaper-
medicines.

Quotes Attributable to
the Minister for Health
and Aged Care, the Hon
Mark Butler MP:

“Cheaper medicines
have helped Australians
save almost $280 mil-
lion since January last
year, with more savings
to come in 2024.
“Another 100 medicines
are now available for a
60-day script, saving
time and money for mil-
lions of Australians with
a stable ongoing health
condition, so they don’t
have to choose between
their health and paying
the bills.

“The Albanese Govern-
ment is continuing to
make medicines cheap-
er so that all Australians

“Ramadan -

- Mubarak

| W‘isHing you and your family
a blessed month of

Ramadan.

Anne Stanley MP |
Federal Member for Werriwa

Authorised by Anne Stanley MP, ALP, Shop 7, 441 Hoxton Park Rd, Hinchinbrook NSW 2168,

can access the medica-
tion they need.”

Quotes attributable to
the Member for Werriwa,
Ms Anne Stanley MP:

“Residents in Werriwa
have told me 60-day
scripts are saving them
time and money and
preventing unnecessary
trips to the GP.
“Cheaper medicines
mean real cost of living
relief for people in our
community.

“Our community has
saved $1,434,828 on
cheaper medicines
since the start of last
year, and the savings
are set to continue in
2024.”

Media Contact.
Anne Stanley MP (Alaa
Ahmad):
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The Holy Month of Ramadan is a time of fasting, @ @ ) @ L @ ﬁ @

prayer and charity and is a reminder of the important

contribution Australian Muslims make in our community. RAM DA N
As we welcome the beginning of Ramadan this week,
| wish all Muslims the very best for a Blessed Ramadan. M U BARAK

83hally pluall yguis 9o @)Sdl hiasy gt
. | et damaddly »
o Galaumslly ol S Ll s pilass ased (i
REIGURVIA[IRY

oy (bt
7

TONY BURKE MP
MEMBER FOR WATSON

. HON TONY BURKE MP
o FEDERAL MEMBER FOR WATSON 4 JASON CLARE MP

Office: Shop 29/1 Broadway Punchbowl 2196 “wis FEDERAL MEMBER FOR BLAXLAND

Phone: (02) 9750 9088 Email: tony.burke. mp@aph.gov.au
JasonClareMP
www.tonyburke.com.au g @Tony_Burke n Tony Burke MP @ 02@%73ii1g§°§: o

Authorised by Tony Burke MP, Australian Labor Party, Shop 29/1 Broadway Punchbowl 2196 Auth h}l ] Clare MP, ALP, Sulte 7,1 11,400 l.‘hapﬂl‘i Bonl NSW 2200

* MUBARAK?

Wishing you and your family a
blessed holy month of Ramadan

; L i n d a B u r n ey M P @ Level 2, 24 Montgomery Street Kogarah NSW 2217

Authorised by L Burney, Level 2, 24 Montgomery St KOGARAH NSW 2217
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Julia Finn MP Sophie Cotsis MP
Member for Granville Member for Canterbury

Wishing you and your family a Ramadan Kareem
blessed Ramadan May this Holy Month of Ramadan be
i OSSNty @S (et filled with peace, health and happiness.
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*Authorised by Julia Finn MP, Member for Granville Funded using parliamentary entitlements’ Authorised by Sophie Cotsis MP. Funded using parliamentary entitlements.

‘Ramadan
Mubarak

Sending Warm Wishes for a Blessed Ramadan.

My family and | would like to extend our heartfelt
greetings to you and your loved ones during this
holy month of Ramadan. It has been a very
challenging time for everyone with events
happening overseas. We hope the spirit of
Ramadan brings better days ahead.
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JIHAD DIB MP
Member for Bankstown

Office: Shop 21, Broadway Plaza Punchbowl
NSW 2196
Phone: 9759 5000
Email: bankstown@parliament.nsw.gov.au

. Authorised by Jihad Dib MP. Funded using parliamentary entitlements.




the riddle east

Y/

Page 14 Saturday 9 March 2024 Yoxs 5137 4 Comud \ ¢ dindua

MEMBER FOR PARRAMATTA

B31/25 Smith Street, Parramatta 2150
B3P0 Box 395, Parramatta NSW 2124
(02) 9689 1455
Andrew.Charlton.MP@aph.gov.au
€3 brandrewCharlton
www.andrewcharlton.com.au

Authorised by Andrew Charlton, ALP, 1/25 Smith Street Parramatta NSW 2150.

- efEkk
‘Ramadan

Mubarak

S

On behalf of Cumberland Council, | send my

RAMADAN ==

warmest wishes to people of the Islamic faith
during the holy month of Ramadan.

May this special time be celebrated with family
and friends, filled with peace, happiness, spiritual
reflection and renewal.

- Mayor Lisa Lake -

Join us at Cumberland Council’s Ramadan Street Food Festival

Saturday 16 March, 7pm - 12midnight

Auburn Town Centre, Auburn Road, Auburn

For more information, visit: www.cumberland.nsw.gov.au/ramadan

MUBARAK T

d e Glaa

JRIFCRE{IVEE

Clr Bilal El-Hayek

MAYOR
City of Canterbury
Bankstown
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il —,
e e,

N T

8 EHNTERB"RY Contactmeat: P 9707 9522 E Mayor®@cbcity.nsw.gov.au
BANKST

OWN K @eMayorBilalElHayek [F] @Bilal.ElHayek B4 @ClrBilalElHayek
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NEWS

Inaugural “Welcoming the Babies” ceremony at Breakfast Point

Last Saturday, the Min-
ister for Early Childhood
Education Dr Anne Aly
and Federal Member for
Reid Sally Sitou hosted
the first ever “Welcoming
the Babies” ceremony to
be held in the electorate
of Reid.

The new initiative wel-
comed 80 babies and
toddlers into the commu-
nity and connected new
parents with key support
services.

Each family received a
<Welcoming the Babies>
certificate, enjoyed a
morning tea with other
families and received gift
bags filled with useful re-
sources for parents.
Community organisations
were present to provide
practical and valuable
parenting advice, they in-
cluded:

The Infants’ Home Child
and Family Services
Playgroup NSW

Karitane

St John Ambulance gave a
first aid demonstration to
help parents understand
how they can help their
children during emergen-
cies.

Quotes attributable to Sal-
ly Sitou MP

“I held this event because
| wanted to welcome our
littlest residents to the
community. | also wanted
to connect new parents to
support services. When |

was a new parent, | relied
on so many community
organisations for help.
“From learning baby first
aid to meeting other fami-
lies at playgroup, it all
helped to ease my anxi-
ely and made those early
years so much more en-
joyable. | even did a baby
massage course at the
Infants’ Home - it was a
lovely way for me to con-
nect with my son.

”I look forward to this be-
coming a regular tradition

KARITANE®

Partnerships made for parents

in my electorate.”

Quotes attributable to Min-
ister for Early Childhood
Education Dr Anne Aly
“Our children are pre-
cious, and with 90 per
cent of brain development
occurring in the first five
years, it’s vital we get the
early years right.

“That’s why the Albanese
Government is supporting
families to access more
affordable early child-
hood education and care,

improving paid parental
leave and delivering an
Early Years Strategy.

“Growing up in Sydney
as a migrant, my family
would have greatly ben-

efited from an event like
this focused on connect-
ing families, services and
government.”

MEDIA CONTACT: Ed Sa-
loman — 04290 606 168

@S Hhan)
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Interview

“Playing Shaikh Mohammed in House of Gods.....

<

It’s a difficult and compli-
cated question. In general,
western trained actors
rely on western methods
in its long tradition, while
most Arab actors and
theatre makers, and this
is my own observation
here, although had stud-
ied the western schools,
like Stanislavsky, Brecht,
Meyerhold, Peter Brook,
Antonin Artaud... etc, they
draw from the rich Arab
story-telling tradition,
like Hakawti story telling,
Saamir Theatre, Shadow
Puppets Theatre...etc. |,
like many other Arab ac-
tors, blend the two meth-
ods, techniques if you
like, and this helps me in
the way | approach any
character in any project.
Arab techniques, if | can
say that, can be very rich
in emotions and very hu-
mane in its portrayal of
the characters.

During our last conversa-
tion you said that a part of
every character you play
stays with you. Can you
elaborate on that?

Again, it’s a difficult ques-
tion but it’'s one that you
always enjoy ftrying to
answer. Characters leave
their mark in and on you,
something that won’t go
away. It’s hard to explain
why and how, but it’s
something you feel and
people who know you
feel it too. Something for
which you can’t find the
right words to explain or
make sense of Some-
times the impact of it can
be very positive and at
times negative.

Playing Sheikh Moham-
med helped me under-
stand my daughters more
and be closer to them. I'm
more clam and focused. In
many ways I’'m more con-
nected to people around
me, more appreciative of
the human condition.

The Sheikh in this show
has two daughters, each
one different to the other.
Each one has her own

needs, dreams, and aspi-
rations. This show made
me reflect more on my
own relationship with my
three daughters.

Before | got married, |
was busy with working
in theatre and film, and
this continued after my
marriage. | became busy
and most of my time was
spent working, traveling
and being away from my
family. | wasn’t complete-
ly aware of the issues my
daughters were facing,
their needs, dreams..etc,
didn’t spend enough time
with them. When | worked
on this show, playing a
father to two daughters
with different personali-
ties, | realised what | need
to do in my life. It was like
a wake-up call. | realised
that most of the time I'm
away from my daughters,
not only physically but
also emotionally, | wasn’t
providing the support
they needed, not always.

This show made me
closer to them. Now I'm
spending more time with
them, calling them, talk-
ing to them, communi-
cating more. Reflecting
on it now, | can see how
Sheik Mohammad left his
positive mark on me. This
was the beauty of playing
such a character in House
of Gods.

| remember when we did
the first reading of the
first episode of House of
Gods, you were in Japan
acting in a play and could
only join us online. Maia
Abbas, who plays your
daughter in the show,
was sitting further from
the camera and you asked
her to come closer to bet-
ter see her face. When
you focused on her, you
said “You look so much
like my daughter. Oh my
God'” And we all thought
it’'s a good sign and a
wonderful way to begin
shaping the family at the
centre of the narrative.

Yes, | remember that

Kamel El-Basha

Maia looks so much like
my daughter Maryam,
who is also an actor. Sim-
ilar features, similar hair,
and roughly the same age
as well.

You have a vast acting
experience, both locally
and internationally which
has garnered you many
awards. How do you po-
sition your experience
in working on House of
Gods amongst your other
projects?

I can say without hesita-
tion that this is the best
TV show | have ever
worked on. It is very spe-
cial and I’'m very proud to
have taken a part in it. I'm
very grateful to all people
involved.

Why has it been so spe-
cial?

For many reasons. I'm
always intrigued by the
social life of any society,
and this is the first show
of its kind to tackle and
discuss a range of nuanc-
es within an Arab, Muslim
community, following the
journey of one family in
diaspora. The show does
this in a genuine and hon-
est way that stays true to
the realities of many Iraqi

Muslims in Australia. This
is something new, | hadn’t
taken part in such a show
before.

It’s a great story. The con-
flicts, whether personal,
between people or a wid-
er community, especially
from the perspective of
those living in the west
while practicing a very
different culture and reli-
gion, is explored beauti-
fully and authentically, as
opposed to the stereotyp-
ical approach. Islam, how-
ever, people want to view
it, is a contentious issue
here, especially between
Muslims as group of in-
dividual has a varied un-
derstanding and connec-
tion to the religion. House
of Gods showcases that,
it presents the complexi-
ties of such an issue and
does so in an honest way
to showcase the reality.
Characters and dialogues
are, natural, rich, and well
thought of. I think there is
no one hero in this story,
all are heroes in their
own rights, even charac-
ters who may only have
one or two scenes. Each
character has a story that
plays an integral part in
the overall narrative.

I think working form the
material of a talented team

of writers from different
cultural backgrounds,
most of which embody
two cultures, gives the
project utmost authentic-
ity. Because of this | say
this is the richest narra-
tive I have ever worked on
in television and | can’t
wait to see it on screen.

Many years ago, you lived
in Iraq for three years and
even studied drama dur-
ing that time. Did that ex-
perience help in playing
an Iraqi Sheikh?

Of course, especially
when | played opposite
you, as all our shared
scenes are in the Iraqi di-
alect. Also being familiar
with the gradations of the
culture and the religious
sect of the Shaikh (Sha’i)
helped me immensely. |
could recall many images
and experiences from my
time in Iraq that | used
in many scenes. It was
good.

Fadia Abboud directed all
six episodes of the series,
how was it working with
her? Was it different from
other directors you have
worked with?

Every director has their
own way of doing things
on set and Fadia is no ex-
ception. It’s very reassur-
ing when you have a di-
rector on set who is calm,
confident, who gives
clear notes and have trust
in you, and Fadia was just
that. She is very receptive
and accommodating. She
knows the story inside
out and always consults
with you before trying
new things. She creates
a good atmosphere and
knows how to use the tal-
ent around her to serve
the purpose of the scene.
Of course, the creative
team around her played a
vital role in implementing
the overall vision.

How do you prepare your-
self for work during hard
times as you, like almost
all the Palestinian people,
suffer from a brutal occu-
pation.

“We love life whenever we

can “ as our Palestinian
poet Mahmoud Darwish
wrote. | personally have
pity on whoever treats
another human being
unjustly. The savage oc-
cupation is a sign of fear
and hatred because the
perpetrators know that
they are the aggressors
and justice is not on their
side. I can’t live like that,
fearing everyone and hat-
ing everyone. | don’t have
a choice but to live as
long as I’'m alive. And to
live | must work and resist
and contribute to bring
about change, a positive
change, a better future for
my family, for myself, and
for others. My way of do-
ing this is art, to continue
creating art.

What did you enjoy most
during filming?

Having a coffee and a cig-
arette at the end of each
scene because you know
that everything went well
and now you can relax and
take a break. For me these
were the most enjoyable
moments during filming.
But the best moments are
yet to come, and that’s
when you see the show
and enjoy the hard work
you and everyone around
you have put in.

This was your first time
in Australia, what was the
experience like?

I loved being in Austra-
lia. It’'s a beautiful conti-
nent, diverse geography,
diverse cultures, and di-
verse weather too. If | had
a chance, | would’ve loved
to spend more time there,
to understand the society
more, its social fabric,
political dynamic, meet
and talk to more people. |
might do that in the future
if I have a chance to work
in Australia again.

Do you have anything to
the House of Gods audi-
ence?

Please see the show. It’s
a wonderful story and I'm
sure you won’t be disap-
pointed. It’s going to be a
good experience so enjoy
the ride.
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Interview

“Playing Shaikh Mohammed in House of Gods helped me understand my
daughters more and be closer to them” — Palestinian actor Kamel EI-Basha

Interview conducted and
translated by Majid Shokor.
Edited by Touka Shoukor.
After we had finished the
last day of filming House
of Gods, an upcoming
Australian ABC TV drama,
I sat with one of the show’s
stars, Kamel El-Basha, on
the balcony of his hotel
room apartment chatting
about our recent experi-
ence playing close friends
in the show. El-Basha is
an internationally award-
winning Palestinian actor
who plays the lead, Sheik
Mohammad Al-Hamidi.
Just as | sat at the table,
Kamel prepared tea for
me and coffee for himself,
both considered as nation-
al drinks in Iraq and Pales-
tine respectively. He also
brought a plate of fruit and
some biscuits, sticking to
the strong Arab ftradition
of hospitality no matter
the place or the circum-
stances. We watched the
sun farewelling the day as
she prepares to greet the
next one. A scene maitch-
ing how we both felt as we
drew the curtains on the fi-
nal day of filming while ea-
gerly awaiting the show’s
screening day.

We spoke about many
things but mainly theatre,
cinema, the representa-
tion of Arabs and Muslims
in western media, and of
course filming House of
Gods. | thoroughly en-
joyed our conversation
and was tempted to record
it, but before asking Kamel
I thought “No. Better not
ruin the spontaneity of the
moment, just enjoy the
company and the conver-
sation”.

I first met Kamel on the
set of House of Gods right
before our first scheduled
scene in Fairfield, Syd-
ney. We shook hands and
quickly began running our
lines as we were prepar-
ing for the shoot. Despite
having just met each oth-
er, it didn’t feel strange to
play close friends. While it

helped that we were both
professional actors and
becoming familiar with new
people on set was part of
our job, Kamel’s character
comes across nicely, very
sincere and soft-spoken,
which added to the imme-
diate familiarity.

Reflecting on my last con-
versation with Kamel | de-
cided to explore more of
what he had said that day.
Last week | asked him if he
was open for another chat,
more of a phone interview,
based on our last conver-
sation. Without hesitation
he agreed.

A few days later, | called
him in his home country
of Palestine. This is the
English translated Arabic
interview with Kamel EI-
Basha.

Let’s go back to the be-
ginning, how did you be-
come involved in House of
Gods?

My agent contacted me
telling me about a new
project in Australia, a
country | hadn'’t visited be-
fore. | liked the idea, and |
was open to this new ad-
venture and was willing to
know more. Then Osama
Sami, the show’s co-cre-
ator, and writer, called me.
We had a long chat about
the project Osama was
articulate, honest, and in-
telligent, so naturally | be-
came more interested. A
few days later | saw Ali’s

Wedding, which Osama
starred in and co-wrote. |
loved the film and was as-
sured that this new project
would be of great quality.
Nevertheless, | asked to
read the script, | was sent
the first three episodes. |
read them and liked them
very much, so | said yes.

Did you have any concerns
or reservations about the
show, and it’s attempts to
discuss various aspects of
an lIraqi Muslim communi-
ty in Australia?

I always ask to read the
script of any project be-
fore making choice. Com-
ing from a particular ethnic
and religious background |
have issues with the por-
trayal of Muslims and Is-
lam, not only in western
media but in Arab Media
too. As a Palestinian Arab
and Muslim, | should add
the issue of politics and
the Palestinian struggle.
These are very important
topics for me in any proj-
ect.

After reading the first
three episodes of House
of Gods | said, “Great!!
This is great!”, and all
concerns went out the
window. House of Gods is
not a stereotypical story
about Muslims in the west,
it’s in fact a rich drama
that discusses family,
ambition, love, and com-
munity. Issues that almost
every group in every part

of the world faces. | found
the story to be real and the
topic of Islam, as I've seen,
presented in an honest and
dignified way. Of course
my view of the show might
differ from others, having
different opinions is natu-
ral.

The story is well written,
nuanced, and authentic.
It’s honest in tackling is-
sues faced by Muslims
and in particular Iraqis as
they navigate life in their
adopted countries. These
include identity crises, a
struggle to make sense of
a new reality, the struggle
within members of the
community, love, envy,
conflict, sacrifice, and the
impact of the world around
them.

Before coming to Aus-
tralia, did you know you
would find many artists
and actors from Arab
countries working on this
project, even in different
departments?

No, | didn’t know there
would be so many artists
who had migrated from
Arab  countries would
be working on this proj-
ect. It was wonderful to
see many artists work-
ing enthusiastically and
engaging with the story.
Multicultural societies are
layered, | believe that my
Arab and Muslim commu-
nity has a responsibility in
sharing beautiful stories

from our cultures and re-
ligion to bring about posi-
tive change.

| was very happy to see
many artists from an Ara-
bic background working
on House of Gods.

Some of the filming days
occurred during Ramadan,
a holy month for Muslims.
During that month, Mus-
lims, of course, abstain
from eating, drinking,
smoking...etc from sun-
rise to sunset Addition-
ally, Muslims are expected
lead ethical lives. It’s a
self-discipline  practice.
You were fasting during
many filming days. Was
it hard to fast while work-
ing? Did your fasting help
you become closer to your
character?

Fasting is one of the pil-
lars of Islam as you know
and as you also know
I'm a practising Muslim,
Alhamdulillah, | fast ev-
ery Ramadan. No doubt
work is harder during this
month, but I'm used to it
I always try not to take on
any projects and rest dur-
ing Ramadan, but there are
things you can’t control.
When filming falls during
this month you’re working
long hours and you’re trav-
elling which adds to the
fatigue, but you must be
prepared for that, I'm used
to it now. In many ways it
was nice having Ramadan

occur during filming, I felt
more connected with the
Sheikh. | was already con-
nected with the Sheikh as
we share similar traits,
which helped me play the
character, yet there is no
doubt that the calmness
and joy of Ramadan was
a helping factor in finding
the last missing pieces.
This allowed me to em-
body the character with a
deeper sense of love, trust,
and happiness.

Did fasting affect your
work both physically and
mentally?

Physically, to some degree.
Mentally, no. My energy
was high and matched that
of the team. In fact, | con-
tinued to enjoy the work. |
tried to take naps between
scenes whenever | could.
Yet, | only felt needed
them because | couldn’t
stay awake without smok-
ing, 'm a chain smoker.
The food and water didn’t
worry me much, only the
cigarettes.

How do you approach your
characters? What’s your
process/method? | don’t
mean any of the famous
acting method like Stan-
islavsky’s,
personal method, the one
that’s guided you through-
out your vast experience
as an award-winning ac-
tor.

I mean your

—
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