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Cop backs action of police after Greens candidate injured during protest scuffle

A top cop has backed the
actions of police after a
former Greens candidate
claimed she may be left
without vision in her eye
following a clash with of-
ficers at a protest.
Hannah Thomas was
charged by police after
she suffered graphic inju-
ries during a pro-Palestine
protest outside a Sydney
business on Friday.

She was photographed
with a damaged left eye
and streaks of blood
caked onto her cheek fol-
lowing the protest outside
SEC Plating in Belmore in
Sydney’s southwest.
Protesters picketed the
company because of re-
ports it provided compo-
nents in jets that are used
by the Israeli Defence
Force, the NSW Greens
said in a statement.

NSW Police said police
attempted to disperse the
protesters and issued a
move-on order to about
60 people, stating the pro-
test was not authorised.
“As police attempted to
arrest the protesters who
were not complying with
the directions, a scuffle
ensued between police
and protesters,” NSW Po-
lice said in a statement.
Police previously charged
four people with a variety
of offences.

Ms Thomas has since
claimed in a video posted
to social media that she
may have suffered per-
manent vision damage
following the protest.

“I don’t want to get into
too much detail about the
traumatic events on Fri-
day, but I'm five foot one,
I weigh about A5kg, | was
engaged in peaceful pro-
test, and my interactions
with NSW Police have left
me potentially without vi-
sion in my right eye per-
manently,” Ms Thomas
said in the video, shared
by MP Sue Higginson.
She claimed the injuries
were a result of “draco-
nian anti-protest laws”
brought in by the Minns
government.

However, NSW Police

southwest metropolitan
region commander Assis-
tant Commissioner Brett
McFadden rejected this,
telling 2GB’s Ben Ford-
ham that the new legisla-
tion wasn’t applicable to
this situation andwas an
unauthorised protest.

He said he backed the ac-
tions of police.

“The information avail-
able to me, there’s no
misconduct identified,
and | back the actions of
my police,” Mr McFadden
told the program on Mon-
day morning.

Mr McFadden told the
program that Ms Thomas
resisted arrest and was
injured as other people
tried to pull her away. He
said police hadn’t been
able to get information
from medical staff and
Ms Thomas’ solicitor
about the nature of her
injuries.

“No information has been
provided to us, and that’s
fine, that’s their choice,
that’'s something that
they’re able to do,” Mr
McFadden said.

“Equally then | make a de-
cision based on the infor-
mation that is available to
me, and I’'m comfortable
based on the information
that’s provided to me that
I did not declare the mat-
ter a critical incident.”
Police issued Ms Thomas
with a future court atten-
dance notice on Sunday
and charged her with
hinderiresist police and
refuselfail to comply with
direction to disperse.
She will appear in Bank-
stown Local Court on Au-
gust 12.

A photo taken after the in-
cident showed Ms Thom-
as standing next to an of-
ficer with visible swelling
around her eye.

Ms Thomas underwent
surgery and remained in
hospital on Sunday.

The Greens said in a
statement on Friday that
NSW Police had “violent-
ly attacked and assaulted
protesters” at the “peace-
ful picket .. leaving one
woman with serious fa-

cial injuries and arresting
multiple demonstrators”.
“SEC Plating reportedly
is involved in providing
plating services for vari-
ous parts used in F-35
jets,” the statement said.
“The State of Israel’s
fleet of around 40 F-35
rely on the global supply
chain and supplement

supply from countries
like Australia to continue
the genocide against the

Palestinian people.”
The Greens said Peter
O’Brien Lawyers has

been engaged to repre-
sent Ms Thomas and oth-
er protesters.

Ms Thomas challenged
Prime Minister Anthony

Major changes to speed cam-
eras hitting one Aussie state

Changes will be made to the
setup of speed cameras on
two major Australian high-
ways, in a bid to reduce the
escalating road toll.

Drivers across one Auss-
ie state will be forced to
exercise further caution
while driving on two ma-
jor stretches of highway
after state-government ap-
proved changes to speed
camera functions came
into effect on Tuesday.

The NSW Minns Labor
Government  announced
on Monday both light and
heavy vehicles would re-
ceive penalties for speed-
ing at two sites on two
major NSW highways as
part of a trial which has ex-
panded the ability for stan-
dard traffic cameras to ping
speeding light vehicles for
the first time.

Until recently, “average
speed” cameras have only
been used in NSW to detect
the speeds of heavy ve-
hicles like buses and semi-
trailers, but this expanded
on Tuesday to fall in line
with the procedures of ev-
ery other state and territory
and include small vehicles
like cars and bikes.

The trial cameras are locat-
ed on the Pacific and Hume
highways in regional NSW,
which disproportionately
bears two thirds of the
state road toll despite be-
ing home to a third of the
population.

In the first week of the two
month “warning period”
in which drivers would be
formally cautioned rather
than fined, one in every
122 cars and motorbikes
were detected speeding on
the Pacific and Hume High-
ways.

Drivers were still fined oc-
casionally during this pe-

riod, but only if they were
caught exceeding the
speed limit by over 30km/
hr.

By the end of the seventh
week, there was a notable
increase in improved be-
haviour, with recorded
speeding light vehicles
dropping to one in every
235 on the Pacific Highway
and one in every 194 on
the Hume.

Minister for Roads and
Regional Transport Jenny
Aitchison said the sever-
ity of the road toll has been
— and remains - a major
point of focus for the Minns
Labor Government.
“Speeding contributes to
around 42 per cent of road
fatalities every year and so
far this year, speeding has
contributed to 33 per cent
of all road fatalities. That’s
59 lives lost due to danger-
ous driving, just this year,”
Ms Aitchison said.

“Last year we committed
to investigate ways to low-
er road trauma at our Road
Safety Forum, including
trialling the use of average
speed cameras for light ve-
hicles.”

“NSW is the only jurisdic-
tion that has limited the use
of average speed cameras
to heavy vehicles, creating
confusion across border
communities and estab-
lishing a different standard
for drivers.”

The trial will continue for
another 12 months, and all
drivers caught speeding at
the test locations will re-
ceive penalties during that
period.

Transport NSW keeps a
running tally of annual road
fatalities, which as of June
30 2025 js 182 —almost 30
more than the same time
last year.

Albanese in the federal
seat of Grayndler at the

federal election earlier
this year.

Australians issued brutal
cost of living warning

Aussies have been warned
to brace themselves for a
fresh cost of living battle,
despite the fact many are
still feeling the impact of
the most recent crisis.

The consumer price index
came in at 2.1 per cent for
May, dropping from the 2.4
per cent in the 12 months
to April and beating expec-
tations.

Hopes for further rate cuts
have also been bolstered
after the trimmed mean in-
flation a came in at 2.4 per
cent, the lowest level since
November 2021.

While slowing inflation
is positive news, many
Aussies are still feeling
the pinch as the price of
goods and services are
still significantly higher
than pre-pandemic levels.
Unfortunately, according
to financial expert Noah
Capozza, Aussies might
not have much time to
catch their breath before
they are facing a new cost
of living crisis.

Mr Capozza, a financial ad-
viser at Link Wealth Group,
issued the grim warning in
a recent TikTok video, say-
ing people need to start
preparing now.

“The cost of living crisis
is not behind us, in actual
fact, it is ahead of us. If
you felt the pinch of this
cost of living crisis wait
until you see the next one,
because it is only going to
get worse,” he said.

He explained that if Auss-
ies want to soften the blow
for when the next cost of
living spike comes, they
need to start looking where
and how they are investing
their money.

“The cost of living cri-
sis has no boundaries, it
will reach everyone it has
available. No matter .. no
matter the income, no mat-
ter the situation you are in,
it will reach you no matter
what,” he said.

Speaking to news.com.au,
Mr Capozza explained that
another cost of living cri-
sis is inevitable because

it is a “cycle”, noting it is
something we have expe-
rienced in the past and will
be something we have to
deal with in the future.

The financial adviser
pointed out young Aus-
tralians are already strug-
gling to purchase prop-
erty, predicting prices are
only going to increase as
the population grows, in-
creasing demand.

He also noted that wages
often don’t keep up as
prices of other necessities
such as housing, food and
petrol increase, making it
even harder to deal with
rising costs.

Ultimately, he said if
people don’t want to find
themselves in the same fi-
nancial position during the
next cost of living cycle,
they are going to have to
change their mentality and
what they are doing.

“A lot of people that | see
as an adviser, their main
goal is just to pay down
their debt and their money
is just locked up in their
house,” Mr Capozza said.
“Or, the alternative to that,
is they just have money
in a savings account and
they just build up their
savings,” he added, say-
ing he see’s people doing
this with the aim of having
an emergency fund to last
them if something hap-
pens or times get tough.
“To change your mentality
and try and beat inflation,
you need to start invest-
ing, allocating your money
in other assets that are
going to produce you an
income, but also that are
going to produce capital
appreciation,” he said.

Mr Capozza said invest-
ment  properties  and
shares were some exam-
ples, with Aussies encour-
aged to reach out to a fi-
nancial adviser for advice
on their own situation.

“I'd say that’s probably
the lesson, you need to
change your mindset, or
you will be left behind,” he
said.
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Housing Minister Clare O’Neil confirms extra 5001 homes
rubber-stamped under signature HAFF policy

Labor has revealed a ma-
jor update on their sig-
nature housing policy as
the government contin-
ues its ambitious plan to
build 55,000 affordable
homes over the next four
years.

Labor has rubber-
stamped funding for5001
new social homes across
every state and territory
set to be built under it
flagship Housing Austra-
lia Future Fund (HAFF),
despite criticisms the
$10bn fund has yet to
build any new homes.
Housing Minister Clare
O’Neil will confirm on
Thursday that more than
18,000 homes are now
under the construction or
planning using funding
from the HAFF, with La-
bor targeting the creation
of 55,000 social and af-
fordable homes by June
30, 2029.

Of the 55,000 homes, the
HAFF, which offer loans
and grants to incentivise
developers to build social
and affordable housing,
will contribute 40,000
dwellings.

The latest round of fund-
ing is set to deliver an
extra 5001 homes with
1535 earmarked for
NSW, 1215 in Victoria,

and 1005 in Queensland.
Investment is also ex-
pected to build 515
homes in Western Aus-
tralia, 149 Tasmania, 335
in South Australia and
187 across the ACT and
Northern Territory.

The fund has been criti-
cised for having yet to
deliver any purpose-built
homes since it was es-
tablished on November
1, 2023, with former op-
position leader Peter Dut-
ton threatening to scrap
the policy if the Coalition
claimed government.

As it stands, 3710 homes
have been delivered
through the HAFF
through instances of de-
velopers releasing more
homes onto the market,
or the purchasing or con-
version of homes into af-
fordable or social stock.

Lagging construction
times for homes are also
an issue.

Across Australia it takes
an average of 10.3
months to build a de-
tached house from com-
mencement to comple-
tion, with townhouses
taking 12.9 months and
build times for an apart-
ment stretching out to
27.8 months, according

Minister ‘respectfully’ rejects Paul
Keating’s super tax warning

A minister has brushed off a
warning from former prime
minister Paul Keating that
Labor’'s proposed super
tax could penalise younger
workers down the track.

Mr Keating, who was key
in setting up Australia’s
superannuation system, re-
leased a statement on Mon-
day celebrating the increase
of compulsory super contri-
butions to 12 per cent — a
target he envisioned.

But he cautioned that
younger generations would
consequently save faster,
with many likely hitting the
$3m mark in the 2050s.

The Albanese government’s
tax, as proposed, would not
be indexed, meaning more
Australians than the initial
80,000 put out by Labor
would be captured as the
decades go on.

Employment and Workplace
Relations Minister Aman-
da Rishworth on Tuesday
praised Mr Keating as the
“architect of superannua-
tion” but disagreed with the
Labor reformist.

“First, | would say that Paul
Keating is a great Labor
person and was the archi-
tect of superannuation, and
that’s why he is absolutely
cheering on us getting to
12 per cent superannuation
guarantee that’s happening
today,” Ms Rishworth told
Nine’s Today.

“In terms of the superan-
nuation proposals that we
have put forward around
people with very, very large
balances of $3m.

“Of course, we listen to dif-
ferent views and we listen to
Paul Keating respectfully as
we do others.”

to ABS figures from Oc-
tober 2024.

However fresh figures
released on Wednesday
found housing approvals
had increased by 3.2 per
cent to 15,212 in May,
however the pipeline still
puts Australia behind the
ambitious 1.2 million Na-
tional Housing Accord
target.

Ms O’Neil welcomed the
speedy approvals of the
5001 homes, and said
the program was “hitting
its stride”.

“Every one of these
homes represents hope
for a family doing it tough
— whether it’'s a mum es-
caping violence, a vel-
eran needing somewhere

safe, or a nurse priced
out of her own commu-
nity,” she said.

“This round was pro-
gressed much faster than
previous rounds with
more than 18,000 homes
now in stages of build-
ing and planning, a clear
sign that the HAFF is hit-
ting its stride.

“We’re creating a pipeline
of homes that will make a
difference for decades.”
In NSW, where $1.2bn
of funding has been
committed across 14
projects, state Housing
Minister Rose Jackson
said dwellings will give
“thousands of people the
stability and dignity they
deserve”.

Labor vows to introduce new child-
care laws when parliament returns

The Albanese government
has pledged speedy action
after shock allegations of
sexual abuse at a Victo-
rian childcare centre.
Labor will introduce snap
legislation letting the gov-
ernment cut federal funds
to childcare centres that
“aren’t up to scratch”,
Education Minister Jason
Clare has vowed.

The pledge came after
detectives arrested and
charged a 26-year-old
man in relation to allega-
tions of child sexual abuse
at a Melbourne childcare
centre.

He was a worker at the
centre and had a work-
ing with children check
(wwcece).

Mr Clare said on Thursday
that if the allegations were
proven ftrue, then “the
system has failed these
families”.

“It has taken too long for
governments to act,” he
told Seven’s Sunrise.
“This is sickening and it
demands serious action.
We’ve already taken ac-
tion around mobile phones
in childcare centres and
mandatory reporting.

“But there’s more that we
have to do - there’s a lot
more we have to do.”

Mr Clare said he would

not hesitate to “cut off”
federal funds to childcare
centres that failed to keep
children safe.

“Parliament returns later
this month — I'll introduce
a piece of legislation in
the (first)y fortnight that
will cut funding to child-
care centres that aren’t up
to scratch when it comes
to safety of the children,”
he said.

“The big weapon that the
federal government has to
wield here is the funding
that we provide to child-
care centres.

“It equates to about 10
per cent of the funding
that runs a centre and if
they’re not keeping our
kids safe, then we need to
cut off their funding.”

He added there needed “to
be consequences”.

Police in Victoria earlier
this week arrested and
charged Joshua Dale
Brown with more than 10
offences, including child
rape and possession of
child abuse material.

On Wednesday, police
charged a second man,
Michael Simon Wilson, 36,
with offences relating to
child abuse material.
Court documents showed
the two men were known
to each other but not how.

AFIC Statement to the Lead-
ers of the Muslim World -
Where Is Your Conscience?

The Australian Federation
of Islamic Councils (AFIC)
issues this statement in
utter anguish and out-
rage as Gaza once again
descends into bloodshed.
Tens of thousands of
Palestinians are fleeing
Gaza City under renewed
threats of Israeli invasion,
airstrikes have devastated
entire  communities, and
the humanitarian catastro-
phe deepens by the hour.
The international com-
munity, led by the United
States, continues to shield
Israel diplomatically while
it commits war crimes with
impunity. And yet, most
deafening of all is the si-
lence from the leaders of
the Muslim world.

We ask:

- Where are the Arab and
Muslim leaders now?

- Where are those who
claim to speak for the Um-
mah while watching the
slow extermination of an
entire people?

- Where is the outrage, the
resolve, the unity that this
moment demands?

- Do the people of Gaza
no longer count as part
of this Ummah? Has the
moral obligation to stand
with the oppressed been
replaced with diplomatic
cowardice and strategic
appeasement?

AFIC unequivocally con-
demns the Israeli regime’s
actions as crimes against
humanity. But today, our
message is directed at
those in the Muslim world
who have the means to
act but choose not to. We
are witnessing not only
genocide but a betrayal
by those entrusted with
power and wealth who
have failed in their duty to
defend the sanctity of life
and the dignity of their fel-
low Muslims.

It is unconscionable that
some Muslim-majority
governments continue to
offer diplomatic or eco-
nomic support to Israel
or its backers while the
children of Gaza are being
buried in mass graves. It is
equally unconscionable to
remain neutral while war
crimes are livestreamed to

the world. Neutrality in the
face of genocide is com-
plicity.

The Palestinian people
have shown the world the
meaning of resilience and
dignity. But they should
not have to stand alone.
The Quran commands
us:

“And what is [the matter]
with you that you fight
not in the cause of Allah
and [for] the oppressed
among men, women, and
children..” (4:15).

The betrayal of this com-
mand by the leadership of
many Muslim states is a
stain that history will not
forget and neither will the
Muslim masses.

We call on every Arab and
Muslim leader to:

- Immediately cut or sus-
pend all diplomatic and
economic ties with Israel.

e Publicly and unequivo-
cally condemn the geno-
cide being carried out.

- Convene an emergency
summit of the OIC and
Arab League to agree on
collective action.

. Stop all collaboration
with governments that are
materially supporting Isra-
el’s assault, including the
United States, until they
end their complicity.

» Provide sustained hu-
manitarian, medical, and
reconstruction  support
to the Palestinian people
through direct and inde-
pendent channels.

If you cannot lead, then at
the very least do not ob-
struct those who are try-
ing to act

“To sit silently while Gaza
burns is to be complicit
in its destruction. Our
brothers and sisters in
Palestine are crying out,
not just for food, water, or
medicine, but for justice. If
Arab and Muslim leaders
cannot answer that call,
then the moral leadership
of the Ummah will shift
elsewhere. History will
not be kind to those who
chose comfort over con-
science.”

— Dr. Rateb Jneid, Presi-
dent, Australian Federa-
tion of Islamic Councils
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Grim message to Albo on $634 Dbill hike

A woman whose electric-
ity bill is set to rise by $634
this year has delivered a
sad message to the PM, af-
ter revealing she is forced
to stay in bed to keep warm
in her home.

A welfare advocate has
warned Australians strug-
gling with soaring energy
costs are giving up food
and medication, with in-
creases to minimum wage
and a $150 extension to the
energy rebate doing little to
soothe rising bill shock.
Adelaide public housing
resident Mel Fisher, A3, said
she’s been forced to stay in
bed as a way to keep warm
during bitter winter days so
she can avoid using heating
in her draughty, concrete,
two-bedroom house.

“It’'s absolutely freezing. |
live in public housing, so it
has no insulation at all and
the interior and exterior are
concrete walls, so once
they get cold, they stay
cold,” she told NewsWire.
The Elizabeth Vale woman
recently received notice
from her energy provider
Engie that her yearly bill
will increase by $634 from
Wednesday.

When asked about La-
bor’s $150 six-month en-
ergy rebate, which kicks in
from July 1, she grimly re-
sponds: “Albanese’s sub-
sidy isn’t fixing this”.

Ms Fisher currently pays
about $120 a fortnight on
electricity bills, nearly 15
per cent of her fortnightly
JobSeeker payment, and is
struggling with an energy
debt - money owing to en-
ergy providers - of $6000.
Because she needs to run
airconditioning during the
summer to keep cool due
to a health condition, she
uses the winters to bring
down her debt.

“I tried to change electricity
companies, because this
one has consistently been
very high, but | still have
to pay them off while pay-
ing the new electricity com-
pany ... | just can’t do that,”
Ms Fisher said.

Antipoverty Centre co-ordi-
nator Jay Coonan said Ms
Fisher is one of more than
330,775 Australian house-
holds facing electricity bill
debt, with the total amount

of arrears totalling over
$300m.

Under the Default Market
Offer set by the Australian
Energy Regulator, custom-
ers on standing offer con-
tracts are set to have their
bills increase by 1.9 per
cent to 9.7 per cent in NSW,
while residents in southeast
Queensland will see hikes
of 3.7 per cent, and 3.2 per
cent in South Australia.
Calculated by the state Es-
sential Services Commis-
sion, Victorians will have to
weather a 1 per cent spike.
Alongside Anglicare and
ACOSS, Mr Coonan is one
of many advocacy groups
calling on energy retailers
and the government to ab-
sorb electricity bill debt and
give households a chance
to catch up.

Mr Coonan said bill stress
ws having a “compounding
effect” on cash-poor Aus-
tralians, who were giving
up medication and food to
get by.

“It's compounding into a
crisis and if you can’t af-
ford energy you’re going
to be suffering more and
more and living with less
and less,” he said.

“m talking about people
who are on the JobSeeker
payment, and pensioners.
These are the people who
are in debt, who have no
ability to be able to pay
their bills because energy
prices are high.”

Recent Anglicare research
also found low-income
earners were most affected
by electricity bill debt, and
despite the minimum wage
going up by $32.06 a week
from July 1, a worker on a
full-time wage would have
just $33 left over after pay-
ing for rent, food and trans-
port.

A single-parent on would
have just $1 remaining
even if they received the
full Family Tax Benefit and
were on the highest rate of
Commonwealth Rent As-
sistance.

Anglicare Australia Execu-
tive Director Kasy Cham-
bers said too many house-
holds were “falling behind
and staying behind”.
“People are forced into
payment plans they can’t
sustain. They carry en-

ergy debt from one bill to
the next with no chance of
catching up, even though
energy retailers are making
record profits,” she said.
“That’s why we’re calling
for energy debt relief for
people in hardship, and
better regulation to stop
the gauging of energy
costs and helps people to
start afresh.”

While Energy Minister Chris
Bowen didn’t comment di-
rectly on calls to scrap the
bill debt for households, he
acknowledged energy was
too expensive.

“It’s clear energy bills for
many Australians remain
higher than they should be
— that’s why we’re provid-
ing help for people doing it
tough as we deliver longer

term reform, including mak-
ing the energy retail market
fairer,” he said.

He pointed to recent rule
changes that restrict price
increases to once every 12
months, prohibit retail fees
for vulnerable customers,
and remove “unreasonably
high penalties” for custom-
ers who aren’t able to pay
their bill one time.

Coalition energy spokes-
man Dan Tehan said Labor
“must honour” its 2022
election commitment to re-
ducing energy bills by $215
— a policy the party didn’t
rehash in the 2025 elec-
tion.

Mr Tehan went as far as to
say that Mr Bowen should
quit as minister if energy
bills don’t come down.

Major bank slashes rates ahead of RBA

In good news for borrow-
ers, a big four bank has
slashed its fixed interest
rates ahead of the July
RBA board meeting.

Major lenders are cutting
interest rates ahead of the
Reserve Bank of Austra-
lia’s next meeting, as com-
petition heats up among
the financiers.

ANZ has become the latest
of the big four banks to cut
interest rates, announcing
a move of 10 to 35 basis
points across its fixed rate
offerings.

The bank will now offer a
lowest advertised fixed
rate for a two year mort-
gage at 5.19 per cent,
down 20 basis points after
Wednesday’s changes.
For those wanting a three-
year fixed rate, it will come
in at 5.34 per cent while
both the four and five year
fixed rates are down 10
basis points to 5.14 per
cent.

The move comes ahead
of the Reserve Bank of
Australia’s July 8 rate an-
noucement where the cen-
tral bank is widely fore-
casted to slash interest
rates by a further 25 basis
points to 3.60 per cent.
Canstar data insights di-
rector Sally Tindall says
ANZ has the lowest fixed
rates in each of the 1 to 5
year terms out of the ma-

jors.

“ANZ could also be look-
ing to shore up its loan
book by locking in more
customers on fixed rate
deals,” she said.

“The bank’s most recent
half year results show that
just 3 per cent of its resi-
dential mortgage book is
on a fixed rate contract.
“This means the remain-
ing 971 per cent on vari-
able rates are free to move
at any time without major
penalties.”

Ms Tindall said while
ANZ’s fixed rates are
streaks ahead of the other
big banks, particularly on
shorter terms, they’re still
a far cry from the lowest
fixed rates on offer, with a
total of 13 different lend-
ers now offering at least
one fixed rate under 5 per
cent.

Pacific Mortgage group
has the lowest fixed rate
over 1-year at 4.99 per
cent while Easy Street
offers the lowest 2-year
mortgage and BOQ/ Peo-
ple’s Choice and Heritage
Bank have the best offers
for those looking to lock in
a rate for longer than four
years.

“If you’'re looking to lock in
your rate, don’t go aiming
for one that starts with a 5
ora6. You should be look-
ing in the 4’s,” she said.

Anthony Albanese denies
defence minister kept in dark
on defence readiness

Anthony Albanese has
rejected a report detail
revealing his deputy, De-
fence Minister Richard
Marles, did not get war-
ship readiness briefings
for years.
An audit published on Fri-
day found the Royal Aus-
tralian Navy (RAN) has
failed to properly main-
tain Australia’s biggest
battleships — the HMAS
Canberra and HMIAS Ad-
elaide.
It also revealed Mr Marles
did not get “preparedness
reports” from Australian
Defence Force (ADF) of-
ficials “in 2023 and 2024
due to development of the
2023 Defence Strategic
Review”.
Instead, Mr Marles was
briefed “through ‘other
means’, including during
conversations”.
The Prime Minister flatly
rejected the finding when
asked about it on Tuesday.
“Well, that’s just absurd,
that’s just absurd,” Mr Al-
banese told Nine’s Today.
Pressed further, he said
Mr Marles was “of course”
briefed.
“That’s just ridiculous,
frankly,” Mr Albanese
said.
“I haven’t seen that re-
port, but we sit in the Na-
tional Security Committee
with the Chief of the De-
fence Force.
“We meet regularly. I cer-
tainly have met with heads
of all of the armed forces
regularly, and that is just
completely incorrect.”
He said the extra $57bn
Labor had pumped into
expanding capability
“has come directly after
discussions and engage-
ment, obviously with De-
fence”.
“And in the last budget in
March, indeed, we brought
forward a billion dollars
of additional spending,
bringing to over $10bn
our additional commit-
ments over the forward
estimates as well,” Mr Al-
banese said.
Preparedness reports de-
tail what can be deployed

in the event of a war or
natural disaster — key in-
formation against a back-
drop of looming conflict
in the Indo-Pacific and
increasingly common ex-
treme weather events.
Labor’s handling of de-
fence has come under
a microscope since the
US last month demanded
Australia hike the ADF’s
budget to 3.5 per cent of
GDP.

Mr Albanese has resisted,
saying Australia’s nation-
al security was a matter
for Canberra, not Wash-
ington.

He has also said his gov-
ernment would first deter-
mine need and then allo-
cate funds rather than set
a flat GDP target.

But the government’s
position has put Austra-
lia at odds with its allies
across the world, with all
NATO members bar Spain
agreeing to lift defence
spending to 5 per cent of
GDP last week.

Closer to home, Japan,
New Zealand and South
Korea have all recently
committed to spending
more amid warnings from
the Trump administration
the region faces graver
threats than Europe.
White House Press Secre-
tary Karoline Leavitt took
a thinly veiled shot at
Australia last week, say-
ing if European countries
can agree to hike defence
spending, then US allies
in the Indo Pacific “can
do it as well”.

“I mean, look, if our allies
in Europe and our NATO
allies can do it, | think our
allies and our friends in
the Asia-Pacific region
can do it as well,” she
said, responding to an
Australian journalist.

“But as for our specific
relations and discus-
sions, | will let the Presi-
dent speak on those.”
Though  whether the
Trump administration
would actually seek to
mirror a NATO target for
allies in the Indo Pacific
remains unclear.
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Dip into the &cﬂ'ﬁa flauours
of the Medtterranean

See your local grocery store for our full range of dips & fihger foods
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