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Press Release

AFIC Acknowledges

Australian Federation the Passing of Pope Francis

of Islamic Councils

Tuesday, 22" April, 2025

Function Centre & Events Venue

The Australian Federation of Islamic Councils (AFIC) acknowledges the passing of

Pope Francis, the head of the Roman Catholic Church, and extends its sincere ‘W'deiﬂgﬂ - Engagcmcnts . Corporatc Events
condolences to the global Catholic community and all those who revered him as a 3
spiritual leader. « Private Events * Events Management

As the leader of over a billion Catholics worldwide, Pope Francis was a prominent - . . - & - . - . &
voice in the moral and ethical discourse of our time. He was known for his humility, ﬁSJL).HL\.ﬂ d'."“'“"" H‘S‘M‘ HL‘“LM ) i—\l-lj.h? ) U"“b"
his consistent advocacy for the poor and the marginalised, and his unwavering om 1 (S u]! " (S O-“ QL\ML\." 3)'3! - ?\mbdl QLH.HLI.“

support for justice and peace. Notably, Pope Francis spoke firmly against the
occupation and suffering of the Palestinian people, calling for dignity, freedom and

the protection of all civilians regardless of faith. Enquire Now! Customisable

We recognise that this is a significant moment of mourning for our Christian pﬂ.Gkﬂ.UES
brothers & sisters, many of whom will feel this loss deeply. It is a time of reflection 5 5 7 > -

- - . for everyone.
for communities around the world who valued Pope Francis' leadership and moral 2

voice.

“The passing of Pope Francis is a moment of reflection for people of all faiths,” said
Dr Rateb Jneid, President of AFIC. "He was a global figure who spoke out strongly
against injustice, war, and the abuse of power. In particular, his concern for the
Palestinian people and his consistent opposition to oppression was something
that resonated across communities of conscience. We extend our thoughts to our
Christian brothers and sisters during this time of mourning.”

At a time of global instability, AFIC affirms the importance of continued interfaith
respect and dialogue. The world is in need of moral leadership that upholds justice,
compassion, and the inherent dignity of all people.

Authorised by
Dr Rateb Jneid
President of AFIC

Australian Federation of Islamic Councils | aficcom.au | info@aficcom.au | (02) 9319 6733

Sialpdig O¥ Luwatly '&GM‘ olid 19 Audly pgSH! &1 pN ki Hhed alad Ly
A.ul:at‘@l.n.m mm‘,m‘yﬁ Lot
M‘)MD ‘_’.?LU_U |.|_4 w
Lt e (o uz-m-t‘:.d‘ o=t (o)
0418690009 : 341 91 0401440011 : Jagd :md JhadiOM

45 Bryant St, Padstow, NSW 2211 - P O Box, 302, Padstow NSW 2211,

Ph: 02 9792 5988, Fax: 02 9792 5944, E: alan@stareast.com.au, Web: www.stareast.com.au
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Your voice,
our future

Meet the local who will champion
your voice, all the way to Canberra

My name is Dr. Ziad Basyouny, | have lived in the
Watson area for more than 10 years. As a doctor, |
have witnessed first hand the critical challenges that
you face. Not just in healthcare, but also in access to

A ounily dibaio B Linsely (g 34 HeiSAl Lawl
) D280 388 b iduag (Olgiw siae o IS

education, the unbearable increases in the cost of Obillg ealedl Gl Jauogll 8 Ll Jy idpmuall dyleyll
living, housing stress, and more. )ity «HSull bgausg diumoll CallSs 9 dilgll.
For too long the needs of Wesltern Sydney have been Soww U L;“_, @o (G L Ollisl Jals @ lllal
ignored and we’ve been left with crumbs. We deserve LadYl g Pi"iB a8l o oliall,
better. You deserve better.

At the next election, join me so that the voices of the O Wlguol gouss iz Gl lgaudil (doslall ‘L’QP‘UXI e
people of Watson are heard in Canberra. |lS 9 (Hgauils.
Let’s take this journey together. oo dl>)ll 032 o,

) ZiadBasyouny.com.au = Dr Ziad F5: Warson

t, 0456 744 464 |I| BASYOUNY

Authorised by Z. Basyouny, Independent for Watson, 168 Waterloo Rd, Greenacre, NSW 2190
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SUPPORTING MULTICULTURAL COMMUNITIES IN WERRIWA

Labor Member for
Werriwa, Anne Stan-
ley MP, announced
that a re elected Al-
banese Labor Gov-
ernment will deliver
$10,000 t{o support
the Philippine Aus-
tralian Global Alliance
for Service and Ad-

vocacy, (PAGASA),
Visayan Association
of Australia, and the
Philippine  Australia
Community Founda-
tion (PACF).

This $10,000 election
commitment will sup-
port the hardwork-
ing volunteers to run

events throughout
the year for members
of the Philippine Aus-
tralian community in
Southwest Sydney.

These events include
celebrating the Filipi-
no traditions of Flores
de Mayo and Santa-
cruzan, the Leyte Gulf

Landings, and libera-
tion day.

Consistent with past
practice, election
commitments will
be delivered in line
with Commonwealth
Grants Rules and
Principles.

Quotes attributable to

Anne Stanley MP:
“The events bring
together our vibrant
Filipino  Australian
community to share
memories and
support each other,
including through
organised charitable
events.
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Your vote will help
shape Australia

Australian Electoral Commission

lad Lale 18 p.Q)_)Lo_CT &l pdll Ol uiblgoll 202> Lle (i P8l ogon
Coguaill §g9

M 8o (955 289 Wbl pgy & gludYl Slol ol U] jguosdl gniwd ¥ cus 13]
of :s%a0 g1y381 3550 § sSuoll Cuyguaill o
02 g e o gaoild by pddil e

&)L @8 duld> Vlg ySuall Coguadl Ol ¢ro WSl
aec.gov.au/early 2950l

- oy 31 @gauo J] ¢Vl diog 08 awll dal 9e%s oof o
oo digo Jeod g2 licd il Olegleall JS Gle sgion gg
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aec.gov.au/translated

& jodl dyal

1300 720 132

S (Ca i g0 10 (OLLBY] o840 b z 50
Authorised by the Electoral Commissioner, 10 Mort Street, Canberra.

“Filipino Australians
contribute so much
to the vibrancy of
Southwest  Sydney
and our local and
Australian commu-
nity. | am proud that
Labor is support-
ing this commitment

for these volunteer
groups who provide
much needed support
and leadership in our
community.
TUESDAY 22 APRIL
2025

Media Contact: Stella
0450507900

LU AEORP

Carpehtpnd Eonstruction

All aspects of Building & Carpentry:

- New homes

- Timber Framing
- Renovations

- Granny flats

- Extentions

- Pergolas

Bumpaanad! J3bind! sy Jankl (30 @SSl psacnd
Jlg 339 gad! Skl Hhe (lagidl) ilaly g
&3> még (Pergolas) <iilinudly Granny Flats
0455 166 777 @iyl e il = (ghasi]

Email: luxcorp@outlook.com.au

Your Advertisement
in the Middle East
Herald is your way

of success
Please call:
040 5555 220
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Carpentry & Constructlon

All aspects of Building & Carpentry:

- New homes

- Timber Framing
- Renovations

- Granny flats

- Extentions

- Pergolas
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Email: luxcorp@outlook.com.au
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But the $21bn announce-
ment, which has already
been rubbished by the
Prime Minister and Defence
Minister, could be over-
shadowed by the question
of women in combat.

Mr Hastie, a former SAS of-
ficer, has previously said
his personal view was “the
DNA of a close combat unit
is best-preserved if it is ex-
clusively male.”

The Liberal Party dumped
candidate Benjamin Brit-
ton after it emerged he had
said there was a “need to
remove females from com-
bat corps” in order to “fix”
the military, which he de-
fended as being similar to
Mr Hastie’s position.

On Wednesday, Mr Hastie
said the Coalition’s posi-
tion was that combat roles
should be “open to men
and women”.

But he also told ABC Ra-
dio National Breakfast the
Coalition would insist on
“one standard” for combat
roles.

“The Coalition will insist on
one standard for all, which
is, which is fair and equi-
table,” Mr Hastie said.
“We’ve got to have high
standards  because in
combat there’s no second
place.

“You either win or you lose,
and we need to win in ev-
ery situation going forward,
and that’s why we’ll have
high standards.”

Albo shares ‘easiest deci-
sion’ of campaign

Mr Albanese also an-
nounced a funding pledge
of $4.5m to two local com-
munity programs during a
brief visit to his inner-Syd-
ney electorate of Grayn-
dler.

This included $2.43m to
boost the transitional ac-
commodation services
offered by the St Vincent
de Paul Society to women
fleeing domestic and family
violence, plus $2.0Tm for
the Leichhardt Women’s
Community Health Centre
to redesign and upgrade
the facility and create more
counselling rooms.

Mr Albanese said his mum
had visited the local health-
care clinic when he was
younger, and said the fund-
ing commitment was “the
easiest decision I'll make
as prime minister”.

“Often, she needed sup-
port, and feeling the com-

fort of coming to a wom-
en’s health centre run by
women for women with no
judgment, made an enor-
mous difference to her,” he
said.

The centre was “one of the
earliest examples in Aus-
tralia of feminism in action,
set up by women for women
to help women”, the prime
minister said.

He was greeted by wom-
en’s health centre manager
Dr Ses Salmond and St Vin-
cent de Paul homelessness
and housing manager Suzy
Pace, where he viewed
plans for the redevelop-
ment of the centre.

He was told the centre has
sometimes had to send
counsellors home because
they don’'t have enough
space for them.

‘Is the PM a liar? . Leaders’
debate fight continues

Two senior politicians have
been asked to weigh in on
whether Anthony Albanese
is a liar, following a fiery
debate between the Prime
Minister and Peter Dutton
on Wednesday night.
Liberal Senator Jane Hume
and Deputy Prime Minister
Richard Marles were asked
by Today show host Karl
Stefanovic whether they
agreed with the Opposition
Leader’s claims that the
Prime Minister “couldn’t lie
straight in bed”.

“The Prime Minister has
quite clearly set up a series
of mistruths about things
like Medicare, about en-
ergy, about women,” Ms
Hume said.

“I think the ‘Mediscare’
campaign is an enormous
lie. There is no doubt about
that That's a government
that is clutching at straws
because it’'s run out of
ideas.”

Later in the morning, Mr
Marles said that he thinks
that the slight was “rich
coming from Peter Dut-
ton”.

“In Anthony Albanese and
our Prime Minister, you've
got somebody who is very
calm and considered in the
way in which he went about
the debate and, frankly, the
way in which he’s going
about governing the coun-
try,” he said.

“When you looked at Peter,
he looked increasingly ag-
gro and increasingly des-
perate, and that’s what was
on display.”

The discourse surrounding
Mr Albanese’s honesty was
prompted after Nine’s polit-
ical editor Charles Crouch-
er asked both leaders what
they thought was the big-
gest lie told so far in this
election during Wednesday
night’s debate.

Gloves off as leaders return
to campaign

Anthony Albanese and
Peter Dutton return to full
campaigning for the May 3
election, after pausing on
Tuesday morning to mark
the death of Pope Francis.
The truce ended when the
Prime Minister and Oppo-
sition Leader fulfilled their
commitment for the third
of four leaders’ debates on
Tuesday night, in an often
heated clash that got per-
sonal.

The Great Debate hosted
by the Nine Network was
given to Mr Dutton, with the
three-member panel agree-
ing he “just beat out” Mr
Albanese.

Both major parties will also
unveil significant policy an-
nouncements on Wednes-

day.
Mr Dutton will spruik the
Coalition’s  highly-antic-

ipated defence pledge,
which will boost spending
as a share of GDP to 2.5 per

cent the next five years and
reach 3 per cent within the
next decade.

This means Australia will
reach the 3 per cent target
set by senior Trump de-
fence aide Elbridge Colby.
Under Labor, spending will
hit 2.4 per cent by 2027-
28.

Mr Albanese will also pro-
mote Labor’s latest pledge
to inject $18m to fast-track
the qualifications of 6000
experienced tradies, in an
effort to boost the con-
struction workforce and
help Australia build homes
faster.

Albo’s vow to fast track
tradies onto sites
Wednesday’s main play
for Labor will be its new
program to get qualified
tradies building homes.

The $18m funding commit-
ment will create a new Ad-
vanced Entry Trades Train-
ing program, set to help
experienced but unquali-
fied tradies receive their
certification.

Modelled off NSW’s Trade
Pathways for Experienced
Workers program, it allows
tradies to have their exist-
ing skills accessed, with
applicants able to receive
additional and free training
through TAFE or a regis-

Pauline Hanson’s One Nation flips on 30-
year Coalition how to vote card standoff

Pauline Hanson proves a
leopard can change their
spots, as the firebrand
politician makes a drastic
shift on the eve of the fed-
eral election.

Pauline Hanson’s One Na-
tion and the Liberal Na-
tional Coalition have bud-
died up, breaking a 30-year
stand off.

One Nation has rewritten
its how to vote cards, urg-
ing Pauline Hanson sup-
porters to mark the Co-
alition candidate as their
second preference on the
ballot.

The Coalition has returned
the favour, suggesting
voters vote One Nation as
their second preference in
the vast majority of lower
house seats.

“If it means saving Peter
Dutton by shifting a ‘how
to vote’, then we will do
so,” One Nation chief of
staff James Ashby told The
Daily Telegraph.

One Nation telling its vot-

ers to vote for the Coalition
flies in the face of Senator
Hanson’s 30-year political
career, which rose to noto-
riety when she was disend-
orsed by John Howard.
In the 147 seats One Nation
is contesting this election,
139 of the Coalition’s how
to vote cards suggest vot-
ers put One Nation number
two.
This includes in Peter
Dutton’s seat of Dickson,
where industrial electrician
Joel Stevens is challenging
for the Opposition Leader’s
long-held marginal seat.
‘tPauline Hanson) says
things that people want to
hear, she doesn’t deliver
on it, but she says things
that people want to hear,”
Mr Dutton said in 20117.
“And if that works for her,
good luck to her. But at
some stage, as we found
out in 1998, that comes to
an end .. There’ll be a crash
landing again of One -Na-
tion.”

tered training organisation.
Under the state-based pro-
gram, an average applicant
is able to receive their qual-
ification in seven months,
instead of several years.
Occupations able to ac-
cess the program will be
assessed depending on
the labour market needs of
each state and territory.
The announcement will help
bolster the workforce need-
ed for Australia to reach its
House Accord goal of com-
pleting 1.2 million homes
by June 2029, plus Labor’s
election commitment of
building 100,000 homes
that can only be purchased
by first-home buyers.

Skills and Training Minister

Andrew Giles said the pro-
gram will help get “expe-
rienced” workers into the
housing and construction
sector at no additional cost
to the worker.
“Apprenticeship pathways
are a key contributor to the
workforce — but for adult
workers, particularly those
supporting a family, the
thought of ‘restarting’ their
career with an apprentice-
ship is a barrier to getting
qualified in their trade,” he
said.

“We are making it easier
for workers with existing
knowledge and skills to
get the recognition and
qualifications they de-
serve.”

Labor’s Jim Chalmers, Coalition’s Angus
Taylor face off in Treasurer’s debate

Australia’s next Treasurer
will be tasked with guiding
the nation through a “piv-
otal moment”, as two key
issues inflame an increas-
ingly uncertain global en-
vironment, the Business
Council of Australia boss
has declared.

Labor Treasurer Jim Chal-
mers and Coalition treasury
spokesman Angus Taylor
faced off at the Park Hyatt
in Melbourne on Wednes-
day at a debate hosted by
the business council, where
they were tasked with an-
swering questions from
business leaders.

Kicking off the event, BCA
chief Bran Black said the
business sector had been
rattled by the fallout from US
President Donald Trump’s
recent tariff announce-
ments, and faced growing
issues domestically.
“Australia’s changing de-
mographics present a great
intergenerational challenge,
with proportionately fewer
workers, and proportion-
ately more retirees living
longer and with increas-
ingly costly care needs,” he
said.

“Meanwhile, our average
productivity growth over
the last decade was the
lowest in six decades, and
it’s declined 1.2 per cent
over the past year.”

Mr Black said the next trea-
surer would need to work
out how to deliver “more
outputs with the same or
less inputs”.

“It’'s critical because pro-
ductivity growth and real
wages growth is symbiotic,

and that makes the link-
age between productivity
growth and our collective
national prosperity iron-
clad.”

In his opening statement,
Mr Chalmers described the
Coalition’s economic slo-
gans as a “year nine eco-
nomics” project.

“If Angus thinks there’s too
much spending in the pol-
icy, he should tell us what
he’s going to cut

“Tell us where the cuts are
coming from.”

Mr Taylor began his intro-
ductory remarks flagging a
downgraded forecast from
the International Monetary
Fund, released overnight
which raised Australia’s
inflation forecast and lower
projected GDP growth.

“We have seen the wrong
priorities and the wrong de-
cisions,” Mr Taylor said of
the government’s econom-
ic strategy.

“Business investment is
absolutely essential if we’re
to get Australia back on
track.”

Mr Taylor said a Coalition
government would raise
the threshold, and make the
small business instant as-
set write-off permanent.
Labor did not support small
business because “they
can’t unionise it”, Mr Tay-
lor said, which garnered a
chuckle from the audience.
Mr Chalmers claimed Co-
alition policy would make
bracket creep worse.

“If you want to pay less tax,
vote Labor. If you want to
pay more tax, vote Coali-
tion.”
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Australian 2025 election: Albanese, Dutton campaign on day 26 of May 3 election

The coalition’s defence
spokesman has hit back
at accusations he doesn’t
support women in com-
bat, accusing the Albanese
government of hitting be-
low the belt.

The man who would be
the defence minister in a
Coalition government has
defended comments cri-
tiquing the suitability of
women in combat roles,
accusing Labor of using
women in the ADF as “po-
litical props”.

In a seven-year-old inter-
view with Sky News, which
resurfaced recently, An-
drew Hastie said “the DNA
of a close combat unit is
best-preserved if it is ex-
clusively male”.

Mr Hastie, who served in
the Australian Defence
Force and the SAS for 12
years, said comments he
made seven years ago did
not affect his commitment
to Coalition policy now.

He said on Wednesday he
had made the statement
based on his own experi-
ence in the SASR, and but
rejected accusations he
supported a change in re-
cruitment policy.

“I did say it, and I'm not go-
ing to disown what | said
seven years ago,” he said.
Mr Hastie instead backed
a high standard for appli-
cants to the ADF.

“All combat roles are open
to women .. one thing we
will insist on is high stan-
dards.”

Asked if he thought women
had “lower standards”, Mr
Hastie said: “Hardly.

“I'm saying we have one
standard for all Australians,
regardless of your back-
ground, your race, your
sexuality, your gender, your
religion, every single role in
the ADF is open to you, and
we want more Australians
to join,” Mr Hastie said.

He went on to accuse De-
fence Minister Richard Mar-
les of “playing politics with
the ADF, playing politics
with women in the ADF”.

“Richard Marles talks a big
game, talks about the most
dangerous strategic cir-
cumstances since the end
of the Second World War,
and he uses women in the
ADF as a political prop, and
I think it’s a shameful it’s a

shameful scare campaign
that is running on this,” he
said.

Mr Hastie said he stood by
his record as a member of
the ADF for 12 years, eight
months, “I worked with
women all the time”.

“In fact, I did the first close
quarter battle integrated
course with females at
the end of 2011. Likewise,
counter terrorism drills
down in Swan.

“I was taught surveillance
and counter surveillance
by women, very, very good
at what they do. | was an
instructor on the first in-
tegrated SAS selection
course where we had fe-
males come through.

“So, to take a lecture from
Richard Marles, it’'s below
the belt, really.”

Key questions about Dut-
ton defence pledge

Peter Dutton has refused
to say exactly how the Co-
alition will afford a $21bn
pledge to splash on defence
over the next five years,
telling the media in Perth
“we’ll deal with before the
election” in 10 days time.
Asked how he would afford
the increase in spending on
defence to as a 2.5 per cent
share of GDP, Mr Dutton
said “we will and truly deal
with the expenditure side
of it, and we’ve been very
clear about that”.

The Opposition Leader not-
ed he would not continue
with tax cuts announced
by Labor in the 2024-25
budget, but didn’t answer if
that meant he’d pay for the
increase through “repeal-
ing income tax cuts”.
Asked if doing so hurt his
pledge to lower taxes, he
added: “The Coalition gov-
ernment will always be bet-
ter on national security and
economic  management,
and that’s exactly what’s
on offer at this election.”
Mr Dutton couldn’t escape
that line of questioning,
and was later asked if he
would rely on higher taxes
to reach the Coalition’s lon-
ger term target of spending
three per cent as a share of
GDP on defence within a
decade.

Mr Dutton said he’d have
“more to say in relation to
our costings before” the

May 3 election, which is
just 10 days away, before
going on to add “we’ll deal
with it before the election”.

Dutton makes smaller
pledge in marginal seat
Peter Dutton has pledged
$112.5m to widen an arteri-
al bridge in a marginal seat
in the Perth suburbs, as the
Coalition seeks to overturn
Labor’s gains in Western
Australia in 2022.

Mr Dutton was in the elec-
torate of Tangney during
his third trip to Western
Australia on Wednesday
morning alongside Singa-
porean-born Liberal candi-
date Howard Ong,

Mr Ong, who traveled to
Australia to study, is hop-
ing to unseat Labor’s Sam
Lim, a Malaysian-born po-
lice officer, who took the
seat on a two per cent mar-
ginin2022.

Labor clinched victory in
the suburban seat with only
a few thousand extra votes
on the two-party preferred
system in 2022, despite a
10 point swing towards to
Labor.

If elected, Mr Dutton said
the Coalition would dupli-
cate Shelley Bridge, easing
congestion to get people to
work more quickly in the
morning and to get them
home, importantly”.

The Opposition Leader
spruiked his investment in
defence funding announce-
ment, saying hat “It’s going
to create jobs and econom-
ic activity here in Western
Australia”.

“We also haven'’t forgotien
about the really micro-local
issues that change life,
change lives,” he said of
the bridge announcement.
of Swan with 58 per cent
of the vote on two-party
preferred, as Western Aus-
tralia rebelled against the
Coalition.

The Liberals hope Mic Fels
can overturn that tide.

Albo’s wild admission on
opponent

Anthony Albanese has de-
clared he doesn’t know the
name of the Greens can-
didate contesting his seat
of Grayndler, when asked
about why he had directed
voters to put her second on
their ballot paper.

The Greens candidate for
the inner western Sydney
seal, Hannah Thomas, has
posted controversial state-
ments about Israel, includ-
ing calls for Australia to
sanction the Jewish state.
“Why is the Australian de-
termined to give the Greens
such profile,” he said.

“It’s rather strange, I've got
to say. | wouldn’t have been
able to tell you if you’d have
asked me who the candi-
date was.

“Last time ran in this seat,
I won on primaries. | went
on primaries. That’s why
the system works. | got
more than 50 per cent of
the vote.

“I look forward to people
voting number one for me
and then filling in all the
numbers, just as they do,
to make sure it's a formal
vote.

“And | don’t intend to
promote the name or the
candidate of the Greens
Party candidate, and I'm
surprised that the Austra-
lian had determined to pro-
mote them.”

Albanese demands reveal
spending cuts

Anthony Albanese has
challenged Peter Dutton to
reveal where he will make
spending cuts to pay for his
election announcements.
After the two leaders faced
off in their third debate of
the election campaign, the
Prime Minister seized on
the Opposition Leader’s
remarks about cuts to gov-
ernment services.

“So if I can just last night,
Peter Dutton confirmed
that there are secret cuts,”
Mr Albanese said.

“He had an opportunity to
say where those cuts will
come. Will they come to
health? Will they come to
education, housing?

“We know that the housing
Australia Future Fund will
be abolished.

“We know that they will
make cuts across the board,
because they not only have
to call waste the expendi-
ture, such as the increase
in people’s wages, in the
increase in pensions.
“They’re going to abolish
the housing Australia Fu-
ture Fund. They’re going
to get rid of support for

manufacturing through the
National  Reconstruction
Fund.

“They’re going to get rid of
the activity test, which will
hurt disadvantaged women,
in particular with children.
“Peter Dutton needs to
come clean about where
the cuts will be. He has
a $600bn nuclear energy
plan. He needs to tell Aus-
tralians, before the elec-
tion, not afterwards, where
the cuts will be made.
“Otherwise, all of his prom-
ises that he is making, all of
which, of course, disappear
in a short period of time.
“Those short term hits that
will disappear.

“We know he will increase
income taxes because he
has said that that will cover
$17bn, but he needs to find
further information, further
details about where the
cuts will be.”

$21bn question on Dutton’s
defence promise

Anthony Albanese has at-
tacked Peter Dutton’s plan
to increase Defence spend-
ing to 2.5 per cent of GDP,
calling on the Opposition
Leader to explain where he
will find the $21bn.

“We’re now just 11 days
from polling day on May 3,
the Australian people de-
serve better,” Mr Albanese
said.

“We handed down a budget
in March, and then we had
the pre election fiscal out-
look.

“We have outlined the costs
of all of our policies, Peter
(Dutton) needs to come up
and explain to Australians
how he pays for his nuclear
plant.

“We know that he won’t go
anywhere near any of the
sites for a nuclear reactor.
It’s radioactive for him go-
ing near them, he just won’t
go anywhere near them.
“Well, he does need to
explain this, because the
Australian people deserve
the information before they
cast their vote.

“Half a million Australians
have already done so. | ex-
pect another half a million
will today.”

Dutton in Swan to announce
Defence spending
Opposition leader Peter

Dutton will tour a defence
industry business in an
industrial suburb of Perth
hours after the Coalition
pledged to dramatically in-
crease defence spending
by $21bn over five years.
The Coalition revealed on
Tuesday night it would
raise defence spending as
a share of GDP to 2.5 per
cent over five years and up
to three per cent “within a
decade” if they are suc-
cessful at the polls next
month.

Mr Dutton told ABC Perth
earlier scrapping Labor’s
tax cuts announced in the
March budget and reduc-
ing the public service by
41,000 staff members
would help fund the policy.
“Our plan is to provide
up to $1200 for taxpay-
ers through a tax rebate.
But we don’t continue that
every year, and at the mo-
ment, the government is
spending about $1bn a year
on that particular policy,”
Mr Dutton said of Labor’s
tax cut.

The Opposition accused
Labor of leaving Austra-
lia “less safe and less se-
cure”, with defence spend-
ing steady over the past
three years at $55.1bn, and
is projected to rise to 2.4
per cent only by 2027-28.
Mr Dutton is expected to
tour the facility in the elec-
torate of Swan outside the
Perth CBD with Liberal’s
candidate Mic Fels. The
seat has been held by La-
bor’s Zaneta Mascarenhas
since 2022.

Both sides are fighting
hard in Western Australia
after Labor picked up extra
seats, giving it victory in
the 2022 election.

The Liberal Party’s vote
collapsed across Perth,
leading to the loss of nor-
mally blue ribbon seats, in-
cluding former foreign min-
ister Julie Bishop’s seat of
Curtin.

Women in military could
sidetrack Dutton announce-
ment

Peter Dutton will be along-
side his defence spokes-
man Andrew Hastie for
only the second time this
campaign for the key an-
nouncement.

To be continue on page 21
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Dip into the &B’fw flauours
of the Medtterranean

See your local grocery store for our full range of dips & fii\ger foods

MONJAYM EZZA.COM.AU (02) 9632 7164
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